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HELEN FLEETWOOD 



CHAPTER I 



mTHODUCTION, 



Wfio that has seen the sun^a uprising, ivhen his fet 
bright gteam comes sparkling over the billows on a clear 
autumnal moroin^, but has felt a thriU of gladness at his 
heart"— an invn^untaryj perhaps an uaconacioiia ascription 
of pmise to the Creator, who La^ so framed kim that all 
his innate perverseness cannot bar the entrance of that 
tbrUl ? The hriak -wind that curls the wave, and flings 
its light spray abroad, does but multiply minors for tlie 
jEaaged ray to flash from; and whtan the mighty orb has 
wholly hlted hia disk above the sweUing outline of tho 
beautifully-rouuded horis^on, and looks down upon the 
jurmountt^d barrier, sending beam after beam to traverse 
that water)^ world, and to gild it with dazzHtig splendor, 
who does not accord the palm of natural magnlticence to 
that of which no adequate idea can he conveyed to one 
who has not looked upon it — sunrise at sea ? 

It was on such a morning, in the month of September, 

when the breeze was strong, the billows tumultuous, 

irjd th*' sua resplendent ia a clear blue sky, that Helen 

\ ood paused on the edge of a clilT which over- 

' the eastern wave, to indalge, perhaps Goi\ iW 

:idth timej an enjotion of deli^^nt \^ol \he Ws \W\i 

..-.v-wac Helea was a simple country g\rl^v?\wa& \}o.o.w^^a 




6 HELEN FLEETWOOD. 

had never learned to clothe themselves id !aii|;iia^ 
M'orthy of the occiiSioti that called them into existence.' 
Of die mllk-paj] whioli swung lightly to and fr*> upon 
her ami, sW could hafe discourst^d with judgment and 
piopriety : hut of that blaze of light, first stealing, thpn 
flashing, then broadly spreading m a refulgent mantle^ 
over the surface of the deep, Helen had little to say. 
She nevertheless felt its joyous influence through every 
fibre of her fj^uie, and her young heart danced as gaily 
beneath its light as the most airy bubble upon the billow's 
crest* In like manner Helen's lips had hitherto beea 
mutCj when others spoke of brighter beams, the inlluence 
of the Son of Uighteouane*;s, as he rises with healing in 
hia Wings upon a benighted world of tumult and strife ; 
but tlieie was that within her bosom which owned his 
power, and rejoiced in hia light. 

Tripping by her side as she walked on^ and wheeling 
in a rostlosa circle around her when she paused, little 
Mary Green bore the thtee-legged stool that was to aid 
them in their operation on the two cows, whose distant 
iowings were occasionally atidible durhig ihc S'hort pausea 
of the ocean^s measured roar. It was not in Mary^s 
nature to be silent long ; and, after gazing up&ito Helen's 
face, to read in its happy expression the pleasure that 
her loving heart never failed to reciprocate, the little girl 
gave utteraHce to her companion's thought and her own^ 
by remarking, ' Sunrise is very pretty, Helen,' 

*■ YeSj it is,' replied the otber, ' and a pity it would 
have been to lose the fine sight by letting Kome sleepy 
little girls take tlieir own time to get up.' 

Mary laughed ; * Why you know the mornings are not 
so warm now as they were a month ago ; and there was 
hardly light enough lo dress by, ] am always glad after-^J 
wards J but somehow I don't like giving up my own way^ 
at tlietimc' 

* ^or 1,' said Helen : ^ but yoa know, Mary, one's duty 

is the best rule to go by \ and one never regrets in the 

ioiig^run having done so.* 
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'Talking of & long run/ rejoined Mary, whose taste 
by no means accorded wirh anything savoring of a It'C- 
lure, ' lei us ract^ now till we tome lo the gaie^ or the 
cows wi]i be tired of waiting, uud get cross ; and whal 
will old Buckle say then V 

Helen usseiUed ; and with one partin;^ glance over th( 
bright sea, turned towards the shed whert; tlie cows were 
kept ; and away they both ran till the intervemng si 
obliged them to pause ere ihey crossed it. 

The itbll pii.dj niecly poised as it was on Helrn'a hei 
required a steadier pace in returning; and the two girl 
pursued th« chat, which indeed rarely knew an iutorv; 
during the many waking hours they passed together. 

* The people in towns,' said Helen, *• would think it a 
great hardship to be out a-niilkin^; at this lime of day*' 

' lliey are belter o0* thaa we : ' replied Maty, to 
whom the idoa of a ioug morning nap was by no means 
unpleasing. 

* Better off in some things, Mary,' said her corapanioq. 
tfaoyghtrully : * hut lo see the sickly looks of the ladie^H 
who come down this way on their road to the hathin^s^^ 
I am not sxjjb I would change with them.' 

' What-not ride in your own coach V inq^aired Mary 
with a stare of astonishment, » 

' I don't know: 1 havVt yet had more walkmg than 
igreed with me. Somehow too, the roornJiig is so 
pipasant, and liie fresh air does make one feel so hoiw-tj^M 
and alive, that if 1 was in a eoach I think IM be tempte^H 
to jump out and take a run.' ^^ 

ilary laughed loudly at the idea of a laily ratdng 
aeaiast l»er own coaeh and horses, but admitted that she 
shouhl not like to be forced to ride at all times — i>nly 
when she felt sleepy or lazy. Thus merrily discoursing^ 
tlu: girls approached the gale of what xm^i be called 
fcrm-yard on a small scale ; within the limJla of wliid 
fihic a cottage with a very steep pointed roc«f^ wt^l 
thatc-hed, walls of sr\owy whiteness, lon^, ixwciovf <:aSife-^ 
m^itt, aitdaparcli recently added lo iVa fcTiVriWt^i', 
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12 HELEN FLEETWOOD. 

Pleelwood waa but one among five or six whose mdows 
were pacing tlie beacJi in wild dislractiou, or sitting stu-^ 
ptfied b*^nt!ath tlie blow. Helen could also remember^ 
the day whep, some time after this, a cctrjise, decomposed 
beyocd the possibility of recognition, was cast ashore on 
a s:indbank just above low-wster rnark, and identified by 
some fragment of wearing ajiparel as that of her father. 
She saw him not : but too well did her naemory retain 
the imprfssiou of that moment ^hen the widow Greenj 
holding her by the hand, directed her gaae into a coiiin, 
where lay the heart-broken mother and her new-born 
babe peacefully shrouded together^ Of these things the 
girl never spoke, and it was kindly hoped that they had 
mded from her naturally cheerful mind : but it was far 
othenv^ise. 

The widow Green had experienced affliction in another 
form ; of all the children whom she had reared, her son 
William best repaid the maternal care bestowed on him ; 
and when he married, the first act of his independence 
as a master of a comfortable cottagCj was to place hia 
mother in the choicest of its rooms. His wife, a kind- 
hearted young woman, heartily concurredji^ the pro- 
ceeding, and reaped her reward when the rl|B increase 
of a young family gave fuli scope to the valuable ser- 
vices of a judicious grandmother. All went well with 
theni ; and the readiness with which poor Helen was 
adopted into the domesltc party on the old woman's sug- 
gestion, more closely cemented their mutual contidence 
and love. But, alas ! William's third child sickened of 
small-pox ; the eldest caught the infection, then the 
mother, and all three died. Poor Green struggled han" 
to bear up, for the sake of those who remained ; but 
violent cold taken through continual transitions from thdi 
close, heated atmosphere of a sick room to the keen' 
night air of Februaryj in his walk across the common to 
the doctor's shop, fell on his lungs ; and consumption 
soon laid him beside those whom he had dearly loved 
^iid deeply rnoumed. 
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WTRODUGTION. 13 

The widtJW was a woman of vigorous mindj iJoubly 
armed in the p^iiiuply of faith j and enabled to ccist hersi.4f, 
with the children committed to her, on Him whom she 
tad found to be a stronghold in the clay of trouble, Het 
charf^e consisted of three boys and a girl, the survivors of 
William's family, and Helen Fleetwood. Richaxd Green 
was a yeat' older than Helen ; James three years younger ; 
and Mary his junior by nearly two years. The little 
Willy was but eiffht at the period when this story com- 
menci?s \ and Riehard was seventeen. Their father held 
his coltagCj with a field and small garden, on a leaye of 
lires, and bequeathed them to his mother, in trust for 
Richard, should the lease remain good until he came of 
ace. The landlord ind*^edj who had granted it on ex- 
ceedingly fa.vo-rable terms, promised a renewal ^ but he 
died soon after histenantj and his verbal engagement could 
not bind the heir at law — a gentleman residing at a 
difitiux<^e and leaving everything in the hands of histnisty 
agent. 

Mrs. Green proved herself a wide and faithful steward. 
The cottage was larger than their diminished household 
fequirtd ^JMd she let two rooms to a respectable woman, 
the wtdo^Wif the parish beadle, who paid liberally^ ac- 
corchng to her means, and proved a quiet, friendly lodger. 
She let the field by the year, for its juat value, which 
nearly settled the rent of the whole premises ; and man- 
aged the little gardeD &o weti that its produce brought in 
• annall aumj after supplying the family table. A few 
fowb, Helen's peculiar tare, yielded their quota of profit 
in th^ neitrhboring village market^ James kept rabbiti*, 
which, thriving well on the refuse of the garden, helped 
to replenish the general purae : the same prohfic garden 
nearly maintained a. pair of ducks, pref^ented to littl 
Willy in their infancy, and soon learning to forage 
themselves, to the great advantage of ItHtuctja and savoi 
which had often borne the marks of sundry noetvMi 
deprt'daJoritj against whom the said ducVts 'wa^'?:^ ^T(L\jea- 
vcm»thj^ iraf. Willy sank a IHvVe TO\iT\i Vi!t> to 
2 
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!4 HELEN fL££TWO0D^ 

fowl-yard, and predicted that liis ducks would soon prove 
the most valuable of their possessions. 

Richard had profited well by the advantages placei 
within his reach : he wag of a serious, thoughtful turn, 
but exceedingly active. The school where his father ha( 
placed him at seven years old was established for th( 
befiefit of boys in an humble walk of life, and the gralu- 
itotis teaching was excellent. Richard acquired what- 
ever was to be learned^ by his diiigeuee and gnoi 
conduct earning a reputation that ensured him employ- 
ment during every spare hour among the neighbors 
and his gainsj from which he never deducted a halfpenny 
for bis own gratification, added to the produce of 
his grandmother's unwearied industry and that of 
Helen, assisted in titue by the improving habits of Mary^ 
who was often roused into * a great fightj' as shtj called it, 
against her natural love of ease, placed the fiiiuil j above 
want, and indeed in posaeaeion of every comfort they 
could reasoimbly desire, ^ 

But aJas for the stabiUty of lurnian happiness, ^o ^ aafl 
it is dependent on perishable things I The last life in tho 
lease was one on which they might fairly baj^eckoned 
for many a long year to come> A severe ifllfeijf how- 
ever, seized on the strong frame of the young man, the 
only survivor of the three named in that document; and 
although he rallied in some degree, his state was evi* 
dently a precarious one. The lodger, too, was summoned 
to take possession of sunie little property left to her in 
another county, and must leave them shortly. James, 
the second boy, fell into weak health, imposing an addi- 
tional care and expense on the household, just as he and 
they anticipated his becoming an important help, througl 
a good situation that was ofiered, hut for which his ia- 
creasing debility unfitted him. All these things tende* 
to cloud the atmosphere, and made even the giddy Mary 
observe that they were Agoing down in the worlds' 

Of this, however, no visible token as yet appeared ; 
Jtod wheQ the two girls, fresh from, their early walk, drevv 
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near the beloved cottage, alj was as smiling aa their own 
faces. James had cleaned out his rabbit-hutch, Willy 
was gazing with admiration at the exploit of his young 
ducks in their narrow pond, and Richard made the most 
of a sp0Lfe half htiur in digging up the bed where a crop 
of peas had yielded their last produce. Aa Helen and 
Mary approached, he stuck the spade in the ground, 
gave his hands a rinsing under the pump, and joined the 
group, who together entered the cottage door with 
wholesonae appetites for their breakfast. 

^Breakfast, however^ was not the first concern with this 
assembled family. The giris, throwing ofi' their bonneta, 
and hastily smoothing back the hair which had become 
somewhat disordered by the Rea-breezej followed the 
Widow Green into an adjoinmg roonij occupied by the 
lodger, and the boys brouglit up the rear. On a little 
round table lay the Holy Bible, with a small manual of 
family devotion ; and on the appearauce of Mrs. Barker, 
who promptly auswered the accustomed sigHsl, and her 
settlement in an ami chair, all seated themselves : the 
widow Green selected a portion of scripture^ read it with 
much deliberation, and oOered up a devout prayer of 
thanksgiving for past mercies, with supplication for 
guidance, aad every needful blessing through the day. 
A short greeting between the ypung people and their 
lodger, marked by aflectionate respect on their side^ and 

freal kindnesa on hers^ concluded the scene : they then 
astcoed back, to enjoy the morning^s me&l. 
' What sort of a walk had you, girls ? ' inquired Rich- 
ard. ' I understand Mary *waa not quite awake whe n i 
Helen pulled her out at the door,^ ^H 

' 1 was nibbing my eyes,' answered Mary, *hut awakfl^ 
for all that, 'Tis only seven noWj and two good hours 
have I been on my feet.' 

* And a great blessing it is, my child,' observed tlie old 
^^^dv, 'to he up at work while many arc ^^\^% "^^ '^'^ 
^H^ of sickness, and not a few on the bed o^ ^^vV;* 
^^ ' / TP/iA old Johjt Buckle would \le itv \^^^ mjtx<vci»k& 
I tJie liUiegiri, 'and not get up to scold aa Via ^oe^? 
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* Fie, Mary,^ said Helen, laying tbe threepence 
the old lady's saucer ; * consider how kind he is at heart 
and she deUyered his message. 

' 1 don't mind a few hard words,' remarked ,lame3» ' 
1 get a good basin of milk broth along with them/ 

' Hard words break no bones,' said Richard ; ' and if 
none of us ever corns to get hard blows into the bargaijs, 
we may think ourselves well oif* 

'Blows! I should tike to see the person who wo 
try to beat me ! ' exclaimed little Mary, in high disdai 

' Hushj my dear childj' resptmded the widow. * Stroki 
of the rod are sometimes needful for us ; and we have 
Father in heaven who will apply them when he see* 
good. You must not speak so hastily^' she continued, 
as Mary opened her lips to reply : Hhe wise man tells us 
that a haughty spirit cometh before a falh Let us be 
humble.' 

* You had better mind what granny says,' added James ; 
* none of us W'ill ever be the worse for minding her,' 

All eyes vrere ttirivod, beaming with aileetion, upon 
the old woman, while a half-whispered assent escaped 
from every lip. If ever any person succeeil^ in attach- 
ing all arouiid her to herself and to each other, the 
widow Green assuredly did so. She knew it, she saw it 
daily and hourly, and she numbered it among the chiefest 
of her earthly blessings. 

*■ NoWj granny,' said Richard, when the short, frugal 
repast was ended, * I've a long errand after school, and 
yoa need not expect me home till supper. Tbtre's 
some parish business to do, aiwl 1 must take a letter fro: 
the overseer to Mr.— -I forget his name- — the new ves 
clerk, and wait for an answer. So don't be uneasy 
late.' 
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A hearty good-bye was cxchartge^i, and away went the 

y^ad to his school-work, which was that of a teacher 
ather than a pupd. We will leave the cottagers to their 
lady avocations, and take a peep into a higher grade of 




AbOCt a miie distant &om the Tvido"w*s cottage, hard by 
tKe school, and not far from the village church, stood 
th&t truly national edifice, the workhouae. On the fore- 
owm of this dny, eventful to many a poor creature whose 
sole dependence was on the result of their delibemtiona, 
a knot of functJonaries assembled in the room set apart 
for traiiaactinij parish allaii-^, aud very earnest were the 
looks of those engaged In the discussion. The church- 
warden, a prudent^ intclLi^ent man; the overseer, the 
doctor, and two of the general committee were present. 
The clergyman had not yet made bis appearance ; and 
while suspending the special business of thi^ day uotjl 
shoi^d arrive, they fell into the important subject of thei 
rtspectJTe duties. 

• It cannot be doubted,' said the churchwarden, ^ that 
each man has a twofold sphere of action : the one embrac- 
ing- his personal and family concerns, and the other ex- 
lending so as to take in his relative duties to the oomniu- 
aily oi which he is a member, and to the country of 
which he ia a subject.' 

' Very juat,' responded one of the gentlemen ; ' and 
aoolher undeniable proposition is, that the greater duty 
iji the more imperative^ and on all ocuustous where ihey 
(h, the inferior claim must yield to the superior.' ^M 
And which do you consider the greater?' asked the-^l 







I'he one that takes the widest la&^e^ 

" d the speaker. 
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18 HELEN FLEETWOOD. 

' Yes,* resumed the churchwarden ; * and on this prii 
ciple we must regulate our proceedings in all matlei 
brought before us to-daj. Private feehng may plead, 
personal interest may perhaps back that piea : hut we sit 
here to administer th<? funds of the parish, whose repre- 
sentatives we are \ and our object must be to secure the 
greatest possible saving in all branches of our expen- 
diture.' 

* Provided,' remarked the doctor, ' that m rendering 
justice to one class of our fellow-parishioners, we inflict 
no wrong on another, and perhaps the ntLore numerous 
class/ ^H 

* Meaning the paupers, 1 presume ? * ^M 

* Yes ; though with us they do not constitute the ma- 
jority — far from itj indeed — I conceive their interests are 
entrusted to us in at least as extensive and important a 
measure as those of the superior section.' 

* Excuse me, sir/ said the overseer^ * I don't see how 
that can be. Money, sir, money is surely the most im- 
portant trust a man can have in his charge. That ts, a 
layman,^ he added, discerning Srom. a window tke clergy- 
man's approach. 

' A little practice ia my line, Mr. Miles,' said the doc 
tor, turniog up a shrew^d glance at the speaker, who stood 
near his chair, ' wouJd convince you that, in most instan- 
ces, health, limb, and life are of more value to a man 
than money itself.' 

*The health, limbs, and lives of the parish could not 
be Jn belter keeping than they are, sir,' answered the 
overseer, bowing Jow to the professional gentleman, 
whose half smile and shake of the head bespoke what he 
had sometimes been heard to declare in that room, of the 
inetficacy of all his dru^, combined with ail his skill, to 
do justice to his charge, where comniQQ nutriment was 
wantltig to support the mortal frame. However^ the 
entrance of the clerejywian, with tiie genera) movement 
that greeted hie ait'ival, prevented further remark. 

'/^jj2 late J 'said Mr. Bailow \ ^ b\it Uua wide-sipreod- 
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though trifling epidemic has throvra an accession of 

ity on my hands, in the visiliiig way.' 

'It is trifltngj sirj' eagerly responded the overseer; 
*aiid your testimooy to that fact is of value.' 

' I merely raeadt to distinguish it from the fortnidable 
fever of last spring,' said the ministcj- : * nothing is trifling 
to the. poor man whom it disables, wl\ile it lasts, from 
earning hi^ daily bread.' 

Two or tliree corroboratiye nods from the doctor re 
rtered it advisable to the majority to drop ihia subject 
fbr though the minority was small, usually consisting 
ie two individuals alone, they were so provokingly 

litcd in appcaliag to the evidence of their daily per- 
gonal experiencej in confirnnation of their no less pr 
voicing prejudices against what went by the name of pa 
yoclvial economy, and so quietly determined iu pursuing 
their object, that they gaVe the board more trouble th 
even the paupers whose advocates they were. The cU 
its were easily silenced, if not convinced, by certai 

inaary modes of procedure, well understocHl by thek" 
■lieving friends : but theae gentlemen had n lieense, 
arising even less from their oiBcea than from their high 
character, and of it they frequently availed themselves, 
to the no small discomfiture of their brethren, and the 
occiisional overthrow of their best schemes. 

We are far from saying that in these schemes the fi 
mors were actuated by any other than a conscientiou, 
though certainly at) erroneous view of theirdnties, Tht 
beM in trust the amount of a public, legal eontributia 
provided for a definite purpose ; and thia they consider: 
that ihey must, as good stewards, husband to the uttr 
most. Had the contemplated outlay been one mere 
afiecting the inanimate creation, this principle might pei-- 
lmp« have been worked out to the farthest stretch of 
thtfir inL|:enuity ; hut w^hen the question reselved its< 
iiiikj tliiv — upon how scanty a quota of ueceas'ecc^ SA^s* 
a huma;i life be supported, so a.f^Vt> a.NiiiV^oi' 
.. iha cliinax of actual starvalioia ', a.MVo ' 
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mimite a fraction might relief be diminished, so as not 
to lose the semblance ofrcliof to those for whose special 
use the I'uiid was set apart — then the calculator;! were 
necessarily iu imminent peril of sacrificing on the shrine 
of supposed pubhc duty, not onlj' all the finer feelings 
of Lumamly, all the brotherly observances that man owes 
to mim, but also the obedience due from every professing 
follower of Christ to the explicit, uimiistakeahle command 
of his divine Master, " Bo ye unto all men even as ye 
would iKey should do unto you." ^J 

Now, whatever militates against the scriptural law ofiH 
love, is always found to he a. hardening process* That 
such was the result of q persevering plan to ^ind the 
faces of the poor, though not originating in any natuml^^ 
propensity so to do, will he manifested but too plainly in^ 
the progress of this narrative. We are to follow a single ' 
family tlivough vicissitudes that thouaaods of l^iigli^h 
families are perpetually encountering ; and in the pro- 
gress of our tale we will drop that part of the proceed- 
ing which had no direct reference to them, and pass on 
to the momt'iiL when, the result of this special meeting 
having been duly notified for the uiforraation of the dis 
tant vestry-clerk, preparatory to a board-day, Richard 
Green was called in, to bear the letter to its dcstina 
tion. The clergyman and doctor, having their hand 
full, departed as soon as the business was closL'd ; but 
the rest of the party remained, conyisling of the chnrcli- 
warden, the overseer, and two otliers ; of whoni one, a 
Mr, Slratton, had earned the reputation of being the 
fihrewdest man at foreseeing, and the most sldlful at 
averting, impending burdens from the parish, within the 
whole district. Indeed the eminence thus conecdeJ to 
liim became doubly injurious ; fur in his anxiety to act 
Up to the character, he was led^into paths of deception 
and cruelty, from which he T*ould otherwise have 
shrank. 

liichard, having made his bow, stood, cap in hand, 
^tf'^'£j£ig his orders. A short whis^enn^ dialogue pass 
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between the overseer aucl Mr. Slralton ~ at the close of 
which the latter addressed liim with much kJucInesa. 
*Well, my boy, i hear you are getLmg on "vvith credit, 
and likely to make your way respectably in the world r'^_ 
Kichard blushed, and bowed. ^H 

* The collage that your father left is nicely kept : ^^ 
often ride past, and uotice the good repair of all about it. 
DiKTs the widow Green manage still lor yoy :' -^^ 

^ My grandmother, sir, has taken cure of it, and of u^H 
too, ever since father died, seven years ago.' ^^ 

' Indeed ! a worthy old lady. And how many of you 
laay there be P 

' Myself is the eldest, sir ; and James^ and Mary, a; 
Willy; besides Helen Fleetwood.' 

' She is an orphan, 1 think ?* 

' Quite, sir ; and she has no &ieDd in the world to care 
for her except gmnay- — and us.'' 

' Humph ! VVhere was she born V 

' In this parish, sir ; and has always lived in it all her 
life,' answered Richard with a vivacity that showed he 
thought either Helen or the parish had somew 
boaat of in the circumstance. 

* How old are you ?' asked the overseer. 
' Seventeen last July, and Helen is sixteen.' 
' And James'/' 

* Thirteen: but being very sickly, you see, sir, he 
iioesn*t look so much. Mary \n as tail as he, though 
iLt^'s but eleven ; and Willy is just eight, if you please, 

' Jtd Ricbardj who seemed highly gratified at being 
t« d thus to parade the objects dearest to his heart 
tHjJoii'. tile mental view of surh fine gentlemen. 

A pii.U5C etisued • marked by an interchange of wi, 
J>Ltween the attentive auditors of this family chro-^ 

Mr. Stratton then spoku. 
1, by the way, itichard, you will he master of that 
-, wunH you ?- 

will be mistress of it fislon^ asstve\W^s^ifl.Tv,i 
3 . '.'f(/ tftr boyj coJoriiig deeply willa vmouou 
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* Very good : 1 approye your feeling AJid the lease 
is for ever, isn't il ?' 

' No, sir I for three lilies.' I 

' All stout and hearty, I hope*?* 

' Two of them are gout',' said the -boy, * and Mr. Hctv- 
itt 18 the third.* 

A sagacious nod from the overseer directed Mr. Strat- 
ton's attention to this pointy while he repeated, ' Geor 
Hewitt^ of Oakfield — you know him.' 

' And the present landlord/ pursued Strattonj * is Mr 
Grey, of Jpswich ?' 

' Yes, sir ; we hope he'll renew the lease^ as the old 
landlord told father he*d certainly do, if the liveji ran out 
in his time,* fl 

' Well, Richard, be a good lad ; you've a deal of infor-™ 
nation, I see, and mny turn out a sreat credit to your 
family- Now take this lett^^r to IVIr, Hall, and be sure 
you wait for an answer, and deliver it here, to the gov- 
ernor, this evening. Do you mind ?' 

' I will take care to do it, your honor:' replied the 
lad ^ then pocketing the letter, he made his obek^ince, 
and liastened away, 

* A nice, sharp fellow that,' observed the church- 
warden, * As to the place, it can never be hia ; but he 
will maintain himself respectably, I doubt not.' 

* I would rather not trust to that,' saic3 the overseer : 
* we have foUsjws as sharp as he on our hands, picking 
oakum here in this workhouse. As to the family, they 
are as good as ou the books already. Hewitt's life is 
not wortli Q. day^a purchase ; Grey has promised — that 
is, I am sure he will find more profitable tenants thnn an 
old woman and a pack of children, who have it, besides, 
for next to nothing. So w'c may reckon ou Goody 
Green, her girl, whose settlement is certainly here, and 
the whole batch of ^andchildren^ including a sickl 
boy :— a rare discovery you have made for us, Mr. Stra 
ton!' 

^Uj&ve j^pruns the ^ame, to be sure ; and now su 
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pose I "wing tKem all into another parish , -wkat will yoii^| 
aay ?* ^^ 

* That it '3 the beat of many good t«ma you have done 
us,' answered Miles, with a bow ; ' and moreover that if 
atiy living man can do it, Mr. Stralton ia the gentleman.' 

^ Well, take no notice ; time will show.' ^m 

When evening came, it found the cottagera seated u>^| 
their snog kitchen* The widow ^^'as bHsy nt her wheel, 
Hielen manufacturing a suit for Willy, out of one that 
had dnoe good service to James ; Mary knitting ; JamesJ 
watching the simmeringa of hra supper, the ingredients 
tot which croas Mr. Buckie had not neglected to supply f 
ind Willy, with no small satisfaction, reciting to Airs. 
Barker a hymn that she had desired him to learn- Rich- 
atd's arrrval completed the party ; and the story of his ^^ 
interview with the great uieu^ and their ccindescendiiig'^H 
inquiries, was eagerly listened to by all. ' How very^^B 
kind of the gentlemen to take such an interest in us,' 
observed the widow, whose guileless character rendered 
der unsuspicious of Gvil. ' 1 wish old Buckle had been 
tiicrcj' cried Mary.' * Did they make any particular in 
ifDiries about me ?' demanded Mrs. Barker 5 and the tos; 
of the head thut ensued on hearing Richard's reluctant 
Reo;ative, bespoke a sense of offended dignity ; while 
James remarked, * I wonder you wern't too daahed ti> 
■peak.* 

Helen was silent : Richard had passed very delicately 
orer Ihe part reJating to her, merely repeating the ques* 
lion as (o her place of birth j but she felt a sort of boding 
tmewainess at heart, probably fron:i her really reflective 
mind catching at the obvioua tendency of the examina- 
tion pur^saed. Mrs. Barker looked at her for a moment 
Uid exclaimed, 'I shouldn't wonder* — lien suddenly 
checking herself, shook her head, and finished by mut- 
tering in a mysterious tone a soliloquy not new from her 
tips ; ' I know the ways of the parish pretty ■wtW? 

Prayer closed^ as it had coinnienced^ iW peac,y^\A ^tA 
kdiuirioae day; aini vrlien the widow Green \\a^ \<^^ 
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tiptoe visit to each simple couch , to ascertain that all vi^as 
oamfortablej yilih a special reference to that of the sickly 
boy, she ktielt down alone, 1o cotntnend anew herself 
and htr precious cbaiges to him who is the God of the 
widow, the Father of the latherless, and who had prom- 
ised, in answer to the prayer of faith, he would guide her 
with his counsel here, and afterward receive her to glory. 

Two months glided on, without any material change 
■n the aiialrs of oui' cottagers ; but tlie bhists of winter 
that stripped the trees of tbeir few remaining leaf e«, and 
dashed the foam of ocean over ihe cliflsj hearing it even 
to the humble roofs that stood sheltered on their western 
«de, proved too severe for Hewitt. He was given over ; 
and every post might bti expected to convey the tidings 
that William Green's cottage had lapsed to the landlord. 
Many shared in the concern expressed by the neighbors 
for the result of an application which the kind elergytnan 
had promised to make to the landlord ; and in the dls- 
coinhtiu'e occasioned by the short reply, containing merely 
a reference to the agent, as being empowered to arrange 
ali such matters in that quarter. This functionary being 
munediately, but privately applied to by Mr, Barlow, 
frankly told him that ihe rent thenceforth to be demand- 
ed was so entirely beyond the poor widow's ineansj that 
he had felt at liberty to promise a new lease to one who 
had closed with his terms. The clergj^man T:\isely re- 
frained from commnnicaling this to the family, while as 
yet the life remained ; hut secretly busied himself in de- 
vising plans for their future support. 

One Saturday morning, while the widow Green was 
occupied in scouring up her hotisCj assisted by flelen, 
two gentlemen tapped at the door. On their entrancej 
Mr. Stratton was recognized: the other was a stranger,^! 
A respectful reception, and ready answers to somegene-^' 
pal inquiries having been given, the visitors seated Uiem- 
Belvesj Mr. Stratton insisting that the widow should do 
the same, and desiring Helen to continue her enaploy- 
/. He then jproceeded : 
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' There is much kind feeling excited on your behal 
mj good woman ; matters look very uopromisiog a9 
to your lease ; and I suppose you ai-e prepared for the 
worst.' 

A sliglit quiver passed over the widow's lip, as she 
replied^ * I trust, sir, that He who orders all thmgs 
for uSj will ^ive us grace to receive it thankfully at his 
hand : -whelner it may be what we call good or wliat we 
egll evil/ 

' Very right : a truly religious person like you can 
never be cast down by a change in outward afFaira; par- 
ticulai'ly when, as you seem to say, what we call evil 
may turn out to be really for our good.' 

^ That ia true enough/ said his connpanion, * as many 
can testify.' * 

' This gentleman,' conliuued Mr. Stratton, * is a friend 
of mine, passing through our place. He cornea from a 
distant towo where there are hundreds of families, led by 
dlflbrenl circumstances to settle there^ all of whom are 
IQfVF tliankfiil enough for any event that helped to fix 
ihem in such a prosperous place.' 

The widow glanced around her, and towards the pretty 
iittic window whtch commanded a wide prospect. ^^ 

* I understand your feelings,' resumed her friend ; * ^^| 
is very hard to leave a spot we have been attached to for 
years, and break up old ties j but^ I douht not, aoy tie 
would be easier for you to break than the one binding 
jou to the children to whom you have been both mother 
uid father, these many years. ' 

* It is truejsir,' answered the poor woman : * the worat , 
pfcin that ever smites me is when I think we may hq^H 
piffted and scattered abroad — "^iid they so young !* ^| 

* And you in the decline of life, and likely soon to be 
wanting the comfort from them that they have found you 
so ready to impart,' added Mr, Stratton, looking towards 
Helen, who was leaning on the dresser with her face 
COQCciiled. 

^ 1 do hope, I do *rast^' cried the pooi ■wvicm,'^^ 
3 
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her ttjars burst fortli, ' that it may please the Lord^ in his 
goodness, to order it so as not to part us yet.* 

Mr. Stratton nodded to his companion, who, drawiDg 
his chair nearer to her, began: ^ That is what we have 
been considering of, my food lady. You must know, 
the town where 1 live is *"De of tl>e first places in Eng- 
land fot furnishing goodjhe&'thful, profitable employment 
for industrious people, from ^hoae of your own age down 
to the small children, whose little nimble fingers get sa 
expert at the eEisy tasks given to them, that if you hap- 
pened to have a little boy e-^en of seve d years old, he 
would make a good round sum it the we';k's end by hia 
own work — or play, you may alaiost call it.* 

* What work may it be, sir r' 

* Different sorts t you see we are great manufacturera, 
and have a vast deal of employmrnt lo give — -fo we had 
need, for the crowds who come hi'gging for a share in it 
would distract us, if we had not. Aa it is, the numbers 
who are sent away make it a difficult thing to get ; but I 
being able to influence the gentlemen, Can always secure 
a person against disappointment, and get you ajl into a 
capital mill' 

' Is it the factories V said the widow, starting. 

* I don't wonder at your being surprised to hear you 
may be certain of employment,' replied the other; * but 
Uepend on it I shan't deceive you.' 

* I have heard much about the factories, sir, but little 
enough in their iavor,* 

* To be sure,' observed Mr, Stratton, laughing. 
* Thoae who succeed, settle therej and are too well 
engaged to run about gossipping ; while the disap- 
pomted folks spread far and wide, proclaiming like the 
fo3t in the fable, how very sour are the grapes they couJd 
not reach.' 

* That may be,' remarked the widow thoughtfnlly- 

* It isj I assure you,' said the stranger. ' Those who 
«re lucky enough to get fully engaged soon come to live 
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Iji^ geBtlemen. Good lodging, capital clothliig, the best 
to eat, and plenty of it : kind neighbors, generous mas-j 

ters, skilful doctors ' I 

' And fine preachers,' added Mr. Stratton, 
' Oh, for those that like fine preaching it is as good a& 
Londoii iUe!!': lots of Bible Societies, missionary mee 
ings, tract depositories' 

* And schools ?' asked the widow anxiously. 

* Capital schools : day^ cv^ening and Sunday schools to 
no end.' 

* We cannot stop long now,' obRervcd Mr. Stratton. 
* Think over what you haye heard, but don't mention a 
word of it to anybody at present. In the first place, my 
friend would be exposed to so many applieations hf^ 
might not be able to sei've you efifectually j and in Iht? 
next place, the life in the lease haa not yet expired : so 
yDU have a chance still,* 

* [ will Qot mention it, sir ; iitJefis to Mr. Barlow, wha 
is always my true friend.' 

' Mr. Barlow ! oh, no, by no means ; he is the best man 
alive, and your friend ; but then he is otUer people's 
friend too. Comcj I have good reason for desin'ng to 
promise you won't name the matter to anybody till wc^^ 
talk it oyer again/ ^M 

The widow promised : adding that she would answer 
for Helen too, 

* Come here, Helen,* said the kind neighbor. 'Why ' 
you are grown quite a woman. Don^t yon think it would 
be a nice plan to stt>p with your good old friend, instead^H 
of going out to all sorts of drud2;ery ?' ^| 

^ Indeed, sir, I should not mind drudgery i but I could 
not part with hevy'' casting her tearful eyes towards the 
old lady. 

* 3Nor need you,' said the stranger ; ' a strong healthy 
girl like you may earn enough, and easily, to keep her 
old hands both quiet and warm. Good bye to you,' 
And the gentlemen departed. 

< Why did you not tell them, granny .^^ fia\4^e\«a,^' 




3S HELEN FLEETWOOD. 

the visitors had left the cottage, ' that you. hud relation? 
in the factories P 

* It would have done no good, my dear ; and indeed I 
wanted to have their own account of the matter : tor I 
often thought my daughter VV'riglit had a little over-rated 
the comforts of tlie place, because she went against the 
judgment of her ffiends ; and she is one of those, HtJiex^ 
who don't like to own they are disappainted.' 

' But what a fine thing it must be^ if all this 
true,' 

'It isn't all true, to nay knowledge : hut the Parlia 
meat has been making new laws they say, and all for the 
beneGt of the workiog people : so it may be truer thaa 
I thought at first. Well, we must wait, and see how 
things turn out, Helen. A higher hand tlian our^ l& over- 
ruling al! for good.' 

They resumed their employments ; and on the morrow 
the yaut>g people attended the Sunday school, with faces 
BS cheerful and heads as light, 3^ any in the village. 
Helen taught her class, Richard his, and ihe three children, 
as usual, gave perft^ct satisfaction to their instructors. 
From the school thpy went in modest order to the church, 
where the widow Green was already in her place. They 
had proceeded but a few paces homewiird, after the ser- 
vice, when a deep toll of the large bell struck them with 
a startling' efiect : they paused involuntarily. 

* Poor Hewitt .' remarked a gentleman who was pass- 
ing, ' when dtd he die ?' 

* I don't know : I heard yesterday tliat he could m 
live many hours.' 

Another step or two brought the party so painfully m 
terested in thuse tidinn;9 within a few feet of the humbl 
mound, over which a neat woodrn grave-rail extended 
beariiig the namps of William and Sarah Green aJid thei 
departed children. It waa almoat too much for th 
widow ; the cottage rose up before her, with all its sa 
and sweet associations ; the past and the future hlendinc 
fr/i/t the preifentj in a way ihcy had. never done before 
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She leaned more heavily on her graudaon's arm ; tind 
\rith aflectioaale sympalhy he presst^il hers closer to his' 
side, a sob— a soiind not often ht^ard from ber pntient 
lips — burst forth, and then the natural weaknoss of hu- 
manity was conquered by a sweet recurrence to hu^f mmd 
of the -words she had just bffore heard quoted ia tho^^H 
pulpit : " Be stilij and know that I am God." ^^ 

JVothlng was said on the subject : Richard fully on- ' 
deratood tne extent of what had befallen them ; but he ^i 
was a boy alike of resolute spirit and of sanguine dispo-^| 
eitton. The burden that tlien hung on his arm was dear^H 
to him as his life ; and in deep devotion of soul he enter" 
ed o& the new path of duty into which the funeral bell 
had ushered hiruj deternQining that while he had hands 
to work, neither the aged form beside lilm nor the 
youthful beings who followed their tread should know 
want or sorrow. The untried path pn'sented no obsta- 
cles to his inexperienced eye ; and if Richard grieved 
over the loss of his little patrimony, still more diahe re- 
joice in the conscious acquisition of what was indisputa- 
bly bis own — useful informationj industrious habits^ and 
an unhlemished character. 

At the cottage door they were nnctbyMi-s. Barker,, 
who, with a facG where concern wa^ most legibly pictur- 
ed, look the widow's hand, saying, ' If I could save you 
£rom what*s now Itkely to come upon you, by walkiug; 
fifty miles on my bare feet, I'd set out this minutc<' 

* That yo« would, wia'am,' exclaimed more than ono' 
VouDg voice ; while the widow miUly said, ' I know 1 
mve a kind, true friend on earth as long as Mrs. Barker 
i* there : but now will you please to defer all talk about 
lh*'«" +Mii.jf<q till to-morrow. We must remember the 
» : to keep it holy ; and for all the rest, "the 

L.UM »> lii provide." ' 

So word of allusion to the event was heard during the 
femaimJer of the day; all was cheerfulness, thoM^Jft ^i 
hap* not so bright Asjit 3ome other limes. T\\e Vim^*^^! 
0u6wwi attentions, her many little buslVvxia; ^ui^^^ 
5* 
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and 3ooks of anxious love, tending to keep the matter 
very distinctly present to their thoughts ; and once 
twke she so far forgot herself as to mutter expressio 
of admiration, the origin of which none could mistake, 
who knew the circnnistunces of the case, 

' What a diiierence there ia between Mrs. Barker and 
cro93 old Buckle !' whispered Mary to Helen. But the 
next morning, when the pall of milk was handed In, croag 
old Buckle spoke in tones so genllej and stroked hei 
head so kindly, and slipped so bright a shilling into h 
hand, that Mary's opinion was quite staggered : tripping 
backward^ as usua), in Helen's patb^ she exclaimed, * i say, 
Helen, it is a good thing to be poor and in trouble : every- 
body does be so kind to one then,' 

Alas, poor Mary ! she had much to leara. 
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At the noon-tide hour, Mr, Strattou again appeared, 
with bin friend ; and after expressing regret at the recent 
event, said, ' I am too much huirioc! to stop now : but tt> 
prove to you that the advice we gave is ^ood, my friend 
has brought a pamphletj printed and published, giving an 
account of the matter. Read it carefully, and keep your 
promise of saying nothing, till we see you again.' 

Mrs. Green needed no inducement to read it carefully ; 
she was wavering on a point of the deepest importance 
lo her and hers: and though clinging to a faint hope of 
the renewal, until she should hear from Mr. Barlow the 
result of his visit to the agentj she pondered as inevita- 
hle the alternative of dispersionj or migration to the fac- 
tories. The pamphlet was soon read: it set forth in 
glowing colors the connfort, the abundance, the indepe 
dence of those who engaged in the work, fully beari 
out her informant in his largest statements. Could she 
reject such evidence I No, it would have seemed too 
much like spurning from her an advantage providentialt 
placed within her grasp ; and she only regretted, on &tc 
ing the clergyman approach, that she was not at liber 
to communicate to him her bright prospects. 

Mr. Barlow^s entrance, however, recalled too vividl 
the comforts of past days, and awoke her too painfull; 
to prcaopit difficulties, to be hailed witliout strong *:m 
lion. He took her hand with aloo\i lW\ ^tt,\^\tA 
for the woTsftf and said, * Anaong all eart\\\\ cW-ti^e*. 
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increasingly precious \& tlie word that assures the Uelieri 
he has '^ di. building of God, a house not made with handsj 
eternal in tlie heavens." 

* It is, it is,' replied the widow, wringing her hands }| 
' but oh, sir, Lbe four vails of this poor cotLage have beea* 
a home on earth to me that I feel it hard to leave J 

' I know it ; the hardest lesson we have to learn is that 
which convinces us we are strangers and sojoumers^pil- 

frjms seeking a belter country. Gladly indeed should 
have been the bearer of a messajre that would l^ave 
you yet awhile in this quiet retreat: but '—he hesitated. 

* We niust leave it, sir?' 

' I urged the case strongly ; I even ventured to promise 
an increase of rent on your part, but iu vain : another 
applicant had secured the reversion. Let us now con- 
sider in what way "wo can promoie your interesls^ and 
those of the dear children.' ^ 

' Not yet, sir, if you please.' fl 

In vain did the good f.lergyman remonstrate, telling 
her he must leave home for some days, and that every 
hour was precious : she repealed that she would talk it 
over with him when sbe saw him again. Reluctantly 
he quilted the subject ; and after much good counst*! and 
scriptural consolation under approaching trials, with fer- 
vent prayer, he rose to depnrt ; but turoing to the door, 
aaiJj * Take a caution, Mrs. Green, from u sincere friend : 
I know you may be exposed to sojiie inducements to 
venture on a hasty step before my return. Do not suf- 
fer yourself to be tempted, by any show of advantage, 
into the manufacturing districts. Remember my words, 
and be wary.' 

The widow longed to call him back, and to tell all 
but her promise must be keptj and the opportunity w* 
gone. In the evening Mrs. Barker eagerly began on tb( 
same subject, and was not a little mortified at meeting 
similar repulse. After many attempts at eliciting some 
i^ormai'ioiiy she drew herself up, sjiyio^, "' 1 might take 
ce ut your being; so close witHaxi o\5 tcvtfiA\ tul na 
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doubt you liave yoiu" reasons, Aacl 1 'uishi' sli6 adtJed 
with sudden vivacity, 'I wish that old fox StiattoD, who 
was about Kere, lias not been setting some trap lor you — 
pVliEps tlip factories!' 

I'he widow's countenance chaogecJ a littie, and HtJc 
colored just because she hoped she should not color 3 
that moixi«?nt. 

'Oh, i sfee how it is,' cried the iodger triumphantly 
' I wa5 right; bul surely, cfame Green, you arn't such ; 
simpleton as to be guUtd by them who are only aOraii 
you should be a burdeii to theai, comings with ihislargi 
i'aiuily^ on the pLrLsh.' 

' The parish V txclalmed Richard in the most angry 
tone that he had ever been known to utter. 

* Ay, hoy^ the parish : don't you see, if anything ailed 
your granilfnother or the little ones, though you and 
ili^lcQ might bt lucky enough to get a sorvice,you couldn't 
maintain them; and what must it ail come to but that? 
Oh J I haven't been a beadle's wile and his widow loo, 
for nothing ; 1 know something of the ways of the 
parish.' 

' Mrs. Barker, ma'am,' said Richard, rising and stand- 
ing as tftll as he could, * there ia nobody, next to my grand 
rnothor, 1 respect, so much as yourself, ma'am ; but as 
loD^ as tliis roof is over our heads, ay? and as long 
diese two hands have strength to dig, I do liojte, ma'am 
you will never hurt our feelings again, by spt-akin^ a;-i i 
any of my family could go on the pajish.' Antl ou 
he walki'd wilh a swclJiiig heart. 

' As fine a boy as ever Irod on shoe-leather,' observe 
Mrs. Barker : ' but he is not up to thCse tilings. And as 
for his two handSf and his digging ■■ " we'll, V\] say no 
inorp ; only don't let yourself be fooled, Molly Green, 
by them that care less for you tUan for the saving of a 
Cirthinj;*? worth of musty mtal.^ _.^ ' 

This discussion pi^oduced its^-efiect on the widow 
hut not Kueh as was desired ^sj her two di^\vi,Wve^A 
visfrn. The idea of bccotmn^ a \)at\sh Tp^v.^t^^t 
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scarcely occurred to her j but now the thing was pre 
aented in a nearer point of view than she eoukl well be 
to contemplate. It appeared likely enough that Mr. iStrAls 
ton was actuated by the. mutives attributed to himj b 
his fi-if nd WEis unconnected with tlie place ; and then th 
pamphlet ! Thai would not have been written and priul- 
ed to deceive her* The contrast was strong: on the one 
hand pauperism, or^ at the very hestj a complete stpara*- J 
tion of the femily ; on the other, a home^ lucrative em-^ 
ploymcnt, independence, respectability, all the advan- 
tages that stihoola for the chikLren, and abundant spiritual 
privileges for them and herself could impart. Besides, 
her daughter had long been a resident in that very town; 
and would now, no doubt, be glad to renew the inter- 
course with a mother whom she had first disobeyed, tlien 
slighted, and reproached with undue partiality for Wil- 
liam^s family. It was too deliEfhtful a prospect to be re- 
linquished ; her resolution was formed ; aud on the veiy 
next day she annoaneed it to her friend Mr. Stratton, 
"who promised to see an agreement entered into with one 
of the first mill-owners in tbe town, and to make all re- 
quisite arrangements for their removal. 

When Mr. Barlow returned, he found things too far 
gone for his interference. He therefore contented him- 
self with rescuing Richard from the fate of the others, 
by providing him with a situation where he would enjoy 
ineaus oi improvement, with the prospect oC a good bu- 
sinosa, if he proved diligent and paius-taking ; and with a 
heavy heart ha bestowed his parting benediction on the 
assembled household the evening preceding their outset. 
The scene was so changed that a stranger would not have 
recognized Green's cott^e, in the comfortless, bare walls 
of the atl deaerted mansion. A sale had taken place that 
morning, comprising the whole of its simple furniture, 
save a few cherished articles of small intrinsic value, 
committed to the care of a kind neighbor; and Iwa 
^ock-beds, with their accompaniments of hlankel^ and 
beddiQgj which ihe^ widow had agreed with the boatman 
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to convey as luggage, for their passage was to be by 
naL Tbe^e lay clo8«ly packed, furaishtug seuts for 
wirty, who were never, aever more to assemble in that 
bumble but beloved abode ; and who might now be said 
to mourn each apart, over some secret sorrow with which 
« stranger could not intermeddle. There are season^^H 
when the nearest, the dearest, the most trusted of boso^H 
friends is comparatively a stranger: there are depths oF^ 
feeling and mazes of thoug-ht not to be explored by hu- 
man eye ; throbs of secret anguish beyond the alleviation 
of human sympathy. Alone man enters the world ; 
e he must launch forth upon eternity \ and between 
two periods there is noany a moment when, despite 
himself, man Is compeJled to feel what it is to be utterljR^| 
aJone. ^1 

The young children had indulged in many delightful 
anticipations of tbe wonders that they were to behold in 
a great town j but thesie they had only whispered among 
theiuselves, since the Uttle sale of household stufi' com- 
menced ; for even Willy could enter somewhat into the 
struggle th&t %vas evidently trying the elder portion of the 
iamily. They had all felt the parting with Mrs. Barker ; 
and some of her commiserating expressions, as she stroked 
their heads and patted their cheeks, had excited a misgiv- 
ing that partially clouded their gay dreams with a vague 
foreboding of some unknown evil. James grew languid 
from fatigue ; Mary had an uneasy apprehension of rival- 
ship in the affection of her friends among new claimants, 
and all were deeply grieved at the prospect of leaving 
Richard- His were feelings of no common poignancy; 
for, in pen^uading him to remain, seeking independence 
(or himself in that rural district, Mr. Barlow had dropped 
vonie hints with respect to the injurious effect of factoiy 
employment on the health and characters of the rest^ 
which, while they confirmed him in bis path of duty, 
gave rise to more distressing apprehensions than the good 
minister would willingly have excited. Hei^iao^-Yaavi 
how far the bcf'a mind had outgrowalusyeaxs. ^^e^tf* 
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iniJepd appeared an easier choice ; for the only road that 
seemed open to her was one which icejJt her beside her 
beni'facLress, holding o«t a fair prospect of rejiaying to 
the family some part of hrr obligation; but her young 
heitrt had so entwined itself round the objects familiar 
from infaucy, that the brealdng up of ihe Utile estul>li&h- 
ment^ thti removal of each article aa it passed into the 
hands of a purchastij atad the consciousness that in a few 
hours she must for ev^er quit that jwaceful home, would 
havo been a heavy grief, even had she noL imbibed a se- 
cret dreiid of ihe imtried experiment, and shrunk froni 
what her own fancy, as far as it fell Ihulow the realityj 
would picture of the noise, the confusion, and other pain- 
ful contmsts of ix large to^wn. 

liul uoue suffered like the widow: she had her por-, 
tion of what each around her felt, and with it a depress-' 
ing apprehension that she had acted wrong in preferrins^ 
llie counsel of worldly advisers before that of her long- 
tried, pious friend. It ia no uucomnwn case to seek 
direction in prayer, and then to act from the impulse of 
our own choiccj without waiting for an answer. Of sel- 
fishness in any shape she stood acquitted, even in bet] 
OWneyL'S; butnoteoof precipitalian, Shewas^in fact^ 
one among many victims to a moat nefarious device ; lh< 
TA^aate of human life in the Ibutonea, like that in th* 
plantntious of the west, occasions so pressing a demani 
for a supply of new laborers, that it gives rise to a li 
not very dissimilar from the slave trade. A brisk mark* 
h always open ; and those who consider it a meritorioi 
work lo decrease the burdens of their respective parish^ 
at ariy cost, are equally ready lo recruit it with theii 
paupers, as the natives of Madagascar of old were 
sell their prisoners- Even where no such desire exist 
among parochial authorities, emissaries are employ edj 
I who, by means of audi false representations us those 
contained in the pamphlet showTi to the widow, written 
1 and publish*^d for that express ]mrpose, lillure the Indus- 
^^^ous country rQStt\ from his heoithlUL gphere, to (wrishy 
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with hU little oae&,amLd the noxious exhalatiotm of those 
unnB,tural dt^os. It is uo tiction ttiat sucli books are cir-^^ 
cuiated in districts remote from the scenes described ii 
ihem ; or thai they wfteQ prevail when other mea 
wooJd not succeed. 

But the die tvus cast, the cottage was dismantled, an 
the litilt; party who sat grouped on tlie large buudlfe were 
to know their place within its walls no moie, Evemtxj 
Wh£ closing ; a bright moon had surmounted tbe tops o: 
the old elms that separated thw two adjoining fielda^ am 
looked in, as if for a farewell greetino;, through the in 
tersticea of a woodbine, that had been carefully traine 
over the casenoeat, and formed a grateful lattice. Ma 
broke the long silence, 

* Our poor honeysuckle \ I do hope whoever gels tb 
place will take care of the lioneysuckle.' 

'- Ah,' sighed Richard^ ' many a pleasant hour I hav 
passed, training and trimming that old pltuit. Some hani 
will cut it down before 1-ong.' 

' Never mind,' said James, * I'll have one just like 
growing over our window at M. It wUi make us ttio: 

Tears sprang into Helen's eye at the contrast thu 
forced upon her of the future with the past* The widow 
felt it alsQj and remarked, ' We are not going to a pJace 
of ei»e and enjoyment, my dear; but to labor for a living 
in a very different situation. The only thing we can 
promise ourselves there, of all that has made yg so happy 
nere, is the presence of God.' Then claaping her 
handSf and looking up with a burst of tears, she ex- 
c!ainf>ed, *' If thy presence go notwith us, carry ua nol^| 
up hence r^ ^| 

' The answer to that prayer, granny/ said Richard j * ia 
very gracious : " My presence shall go with theej and I 
will give rest," Honeysuckles on the window the 
may i»ot be ; but tbe sweet moonlight will come through 
ami remind yon of what Mr. Barlow sw.^ W^. viVL-aia: 
when he prettched on thft light shmm^ ma i\?ffV^\i 
4 
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One thing, I am sure, you will carry away with you, 
lias helped more ihun anylhinj^ else to make us hapj 
hero, and that is the old Bible, grojioy.' The boy turut 
away to liide his tears, overpowered by the thought U« 
he must no more listen to the sacred book in the midi 
of those he loved so well. 

The moonbeam, now broad and strong, fell upoo thei 
ag they sat, ainl bathed them in its silvery light, passirij 
through the pure elear atmosphere peculiar to a healthfu^ 
sea-coast. They looked upon each other, and again t( 

I ihe fair orb, while the natural thought so beauilfully e^- 
H|^esscd by the poet, seeined spontaneously to ari^ 

' their comparatively uncultivjUed minds, lliat it would b* 
a sort of rallying point for theu- fond ^ze, wheu widel; 
serereJ in place and circun^istaace. After a silence of 
some minutes, the widow calkd on Helen to repeat the 
twenty-third psalm 5 [ind never had the preciousness of 
its soothing assurance so coiiimended itself to their hearts^ 
as while in tlie low dehberate accents of deep feeling^-* 
each clause fell from her quivering lip. They thei 
kneeled down, and fervent, though broken by many sobs, 
was the prayer of that fond pareut as she coroinendc** 
the chddreu of her anxious love, together with hersell 
jato tile hands of Him who is a Father to the fatherless^ 
and a judge of the widow, in his holy habitution. Oh, 
it is an awftil thought that so many beUevin*, eouf^ding 
prayers of the poor destitute arc recorded in tne book of 
His remembrance, whose piercing eye is never for one 
moment averted from the hidden planniFgs of the i«er- 
cenary deceiver's heart ! Very terrible will be the day; 
of public inquisition and divine retribution. God keej 
silence riow: the oppressor secretly flatters hi* owr 
soul that the Lord is even such a one as himsetf : ani 
the sufferer is tempted to ask, " Hath God forgotten 
be gracious ?— is his promise come utterly to an end 
No; he hath appointwl a day for Uic open viudicaliorj' 
s}2}t& 0/ his justice and his faithfulness — a day that both 
^^JilJ see, whea, in the preseu?e 0^ TOKii, oC ^ii^els^ and 
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of Jevfls, it sball be shawTi that the Judge of all the 
carlh doeth right. 

The little family, so barbarously eadlBd.iTQm their i 
du&trious home, to LLVcrt a pQi^sible, a paltry burdeu fr 
the parbh books, and so craftily enstiareil into tuiger 
destruction to swell the gains of a -wealthy manufaclur 
BTOse {tqiu tiieir knees, exchanged one partitig embnn 
in sjleDce, under the subduing influence which daey h 
just besought, and prescntjy separated for the nig 
Richard, after accompanying the travellers to the dooi 
of two neighboring cottages, where beds were hosplti 
biy prepared for their few hours' rest, returned to lli 
himself upon the bundle, in the agony of & sorrow 
iooger to be repressed ; and the moon had stolen her 
soft beam away from the little casement, ere the boy 
had wept himself to sleep. 

We will not accompany the wanderers through eve 
ffiage of their progress : an agreement had indeed be 
mode with the barge-ownerj to whose charge they we 
committed ; but abundant opportunity was left for H 
to advance demands alike unexpected and unrcasonabi 
it was a sad specimen of what they nrsight look for 
among mercenary strangera ; but even the impositi 
whicb pressed 30 heavily on their very slender purse w! 
iess galbag than the coarse familiarity and contetnptuo 
rudeness alternately exhibited toward them. Disrespe 
was new to the widow Green ; the independence both 
oc' her disposition and circumstances, together wilh 
her exemplary line of conduct towards the helpless 
ytrang charges who shared her generous care, had im- 
pftTteJ a moral elevation to her character^ demanding ani 
receiving the homage of a general deference from hi 
ejguals, with more than common courtesy on the pare 
those above her. She was now to learn the value of 
humbling dispensation ; and in the pain iuflictecl bj i 
•he first discovered how needful it was. There art eo 
ruptiotis in every human ht^arl, hlddtix eveti ^to^vv "0 
kiujwli-'dir'j of jVa- poasassoFf until particuW cucxjk^^' 
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are so ordered as to bring them forth to his view. 
" Ck'anso ihou me from secret fiuiUs," is the aspiratia 
of many a Chrlsttan who little (hinks "what a startii 
process will commence in answer lo his prayer. 

Helen Fleetwood was a girl of tlelicate mind, siicb' 
^ is often found in onr sequestered villages, midtr 
guurdianship of wntchful prudencej more espt;c>ially whe 
influenced by early, simple piety. There was nolhia 
in her character unasuaUy elevated above the class t 
which she belonged ; but it owed something of its fine 
texture to the scenery of her native place, and its asso* 
elation with a tale of infant bereavement, of parental 
EoiTOWj that she indeed could scarcely remember, but 
which had often been related to her with touching pathos, 
though in homely phrase, by the fishermen's fami 
around. By brooding on these, as she marked the roll' 
iog of the billows that had onte ingulfed her father, she 
acquired a more contemplative, and perhaps a more im- 
aginative turn of thought than most of her young cora- 
panionsj while a modest reluctanee to make her own 
concerns more prominent than was suitable fi*r so humble 
a person habituated her to what Mary termed keeping 
her own counsel. Often did the curious, loquacto 
little girl devote her ingenuity to the Xnsk of discoverin 
some of. Helen's ^ plots' for cutting out a pinafore to thi 
best ad^Tintage in point of saving, or reclaimmg som 
square foot of waste ground for a plantation of herbs 
Helen, in truth, had no mystery about her : she was 
rather reserved ; but Mary wa^ an iud^^fatigable himl 
after the marvelloui^, and not always to be convinced 
the evidence of her own eeoses, that she was capable 
a mistake* 

Wliatever in Helena's character partook of noble ani 
E^enerous — and there was very much of both — was no 
brought Into full exercise. She felt with poignancy the 
Tudeness of various kinds to which she was, for the firat 
time in her life, subjected ; and once or twice she was 
aboui io complain to her naturaV ftieud of the coarse Ian- 



tig 



THE MIGEUnOI 



41 






guage uttered In her heariog ; but a glance at the widow'^ 

caie~w6tai countenaacej with the conaciousoess that si 
was now scarcely less helpless than herself, sileaci 
the girl* She only kept nearer to her aide, and aUov^ 
hy talking in a louder and more cheerful tone than nsui 
to witbdi^w the atLeutlon of her IiLde party from luai 
thiols uotiC to hear. One of the men, struck by h< 
tonduct, swore she ^aa an honesty good girl; Tvbh< 
his LUIe Sally might grow up like her, and restrain! 
bis comrades from further profanity and nide jeatin| 
Helen secretly thanked the Giver of all wisdom & 
guiding her to such a course j aatl prayed for a moi 
abuadant supply according to his precious protoJse, ths 
to such as ask he will give liberally and upbraid not. 
The passj£i?e was long, tedious, uncomfortable, ni 
enJed with serious loss to their finances ; but no 
ledy could be obtained; and with a heavy heart 
the widow released her bedding from the master, who 
threatened to seize it, if hh exorbitant demands were 
not sntisfied. They left the barge, and all other feeling 
were soon absorbed in wonder at the size of the towi 
and the extreme length, narrowness, and filth of 
street, or rather alley^ where they were directed to fij 
Mrs. Wright. Above all annoyances, the oppressive 
weight of the atmosphere was felt and complained of by*^ 
each ^ but far more sickening was the air of the low 
court into which they turned preWous to entering Mrs. 
Wright's abode. 

They were kindly welcomed by this daughter of the 
widow Green, who struck Helen aa being altogether the 
most unblce her mother of any person she had beluddiJ 
as dissimilar, in fact, as the npartment they had entered 
was to the cottage they had left. Here, on dusky wallj 
stained with every variety of sombre discoloration, weiM 
stuck a number of tht most tawdry prints, evideiitljB 
ffuile fresh, and placed there for a particular display! 
the window, incapable as it was of ad(mVVm^tnMt\v\vM 
wider the best circumstanccsj "wss lendeied. t^Y^B^vxaj 
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dirt, and featooned with cobwebs ; yet a struggle to lool 
fine was manifeafc throughout the w^hole esiiiblishmenti 
including the mistress, "who, though she had not ciombed 
out her matted locks^ had sunnouDted them with a. cap; 
of unusual form, decorated with showy ribands* Of 
ornaments there was no lack, but of neatness, cleanliness, 
comfort, respectability, nothing relieved the eye ; above 
all, it wanted cheerfulness. 

After the first affectionate greeting, and some tear* 
shed oa the cheek of her long-absent daughter, the widow* 
kindly inquired for the rest of her family. 

* The children won't be in tiU after dusk,' replied Mrs, 
Wright ; ' and as for their father he will come about thfli 
same time.* 

Some arrangements were then made : an inner rooni] 
intolerably close to be sure^ but rather cleaner than th« 
other^ was pointed out for their temporary use. Here 
they were to remain uiitil a suitable lodgirig was found, 
after being installed in their new Bituations, By the time 
their bedding was unpacked, and their personal neatness 
improved, after the fatiguing jourtieyj evening was come ; 
and the village party returned to the parlor, as; Mrs, 
Wright had called it, juet as her femily entered it &om 
Ihe street. 

There was a pause- — almost a movement of recoil ooH 
the Widow's part, as this group of her grand-child r^^| 
/net her view ; while a hasty glance of involuntary com- 
pariaon bespoke the mother's consciousness of a contrast 
such as words can but faintly portray. Stepping betwee; 
them, she hastily remarked, ' It is well for the childn 
that poor William fancied a country life ; for to be s 
it does make them look more fresh and healthy, thou^ 
town-brcl young people may be ever so much geoteeler^ 




j_.KT no one suppose we are going to wruvi i.^lium, ux 
conjure up phantoms of a heated im^matioo, lo aid the' 
cause which we avowedly etnbmt'e. Names may bt* 
altered, characters iimy be grouped, with some latitude 
of license ; but not an iacidetit shall be coined to serve 
the purpose, however good, so far os relates lo the 
main subject — ^Ihat is, to the factories of this, our fi'tii 
and happy Englaud. Vivid indeedj and fertiie in devices' 
must the faacy be that could invent a horror beyond the 
hare, every-day reality of t!ie thing ! Nay, we will set 
forth nothing but what has been state-S on oath, corrobo- 
rated on oathj and on oath coiiiirmed beyom! the possi- 
bility of an evasive ((uestion. Neither will we lift the 
veil thai piety and mudesty would draw over the hidden 
atrocities of this diabolical child-niarket. Blasphemy and 
indecency mayj they do abouud, turning every mill 
into a pandemoniuin ; but it is not needful to sully our 
pag;ea with either. We will exhibit the tree, we will 
anttlyze the soil where it grows, the elements that 
nourish, the hands tbat culture it, and the fruit M'bich it 
uiumately produces; but the secret circulation of fis 
(loisonous sap we will not sri bare as to contaminale ihe 
mind of a youthful reader, or to harrow up the soul of 
any one, Let the pestilence preserve the clovvi i.it sVi\V' 
n«w in which it waiks ; we only desire Vo sVovc 
withered remains of its poor blighted vic\iiiv3. 
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Thti group that entered Mrs. VVriglit*s dwdliwg, a 
whom Iheir mother's matinctive moveruent had partially 
screened &cni vie\Y while she uLtored her dL'])n.^cating 
rematk, quickly drew rouQd the table, and commenced 
an eager attack on the proTisions before them. It con- 
sisted of three children, a girl and two boys, ;it who&L* 
ages it was ioipossible ta guess with any hope of 
accuracy. Little difference appeared in their ht^ight as 
they sat, the tallest not exceeding that of Mary Green j 
but the stoop of his projecting head, the retiring curve of 
his chest, and the disproportioDaic length of hia arms, be- 
trayed a deficiency or a perversion of natni-al growth, 
which was farther confirmed by the very settled expres- 
sion of a cDunteoance by no means prepossesying. iVext 
to him, in stature and in place, sat a couiparalively stout j^ 
and straight liLtie fetlowj L>ut with aij aspect so vacant, s«l 
stupefied, that he se^-meJ to be unJer the inQuence of a^^ 
powerful narcotic. The third was the spectre of a very 
pretty girl, whose naked arms resembled ivory wands 
rather than limbs of natural llesh and b!uodi whiU^ her 
liair, black as the raven's wing, thin as the gossamer 
thread, thrown back from her temples, and falhngj or 
rather lloating down to her very narrow shoulders, set 
off the deadly whitt* of her complexion with such etiect 
that she isccmed like one in whoae veins the current of 
life had already ceased to circulate?. The eyes, ^[enerally 
downcast, were shaded by deop,silkcn lashes; but when 
raised, the broad, unfiinching stare of the girl was oppres- 
sive. Helen, who, sitting opposite, had fixed a look of 
interest on her, encountered one of these sudden gazes, 
and shrank before it, with, an tindelined sensation of 
alann. 

Meanwhile Mrs. Wright sustained a volohle part, ply- 
ing her mother with questions^ and intennipting hei 
answers with much irrelevant matter. At lenijlh the 
old lady seized an Interval to ask, ' Where is Pho bei 
your eldest ?' 
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* There,' replied her dangbter, pointing to the dark* 
haired giri, "^ that*s PhcEbe.' 

i I — ^ 1 helieve I have made a mistake ; it "nas S&rah 
I meant to inquire for>' 

* She is not at hoaie just dow,' said Mrs. Wriglit color- 
ing a little, 'you will see her by and by;' then added, 
*tiiis \» Charles, and the little one is John ' 



* And the other three V Mrs, Wright shook her head^^J 



and lifted the comer of her apron tu her eyes ; while 
Charles with a shrug, said abruptly, ' All g^ne, graud- 
mother ; dead alJ live of them : and a happy deliveraace 
it^^s.^ 

* Heaven is better than earth,' ejaculated the niother^ ^ 
raising her eyesr ^H 

A glance that passed between Charles and Phcebe at^l 
these words, a suppressed grin on the face of the former, 
and a sidelong look of scorn from his sister, excited the 
astonishment of their eonsins^ and increased Helen's 
UDe^iness. The widow did not perceive it : she was 
painfully recalling some statements in her daughter's let- 
ters, now clearly shown to have bpen wilfully false. 
Wright's entrance proved a seasonable interruption, and 
his cordial greeting a contrast to the h^iarlless scone. 

* My good mother,' he said, afleclionutely saluting her^ 
* it is many a long year since we met, and bravely you 
seeiri to have weathered it. Young people, you are 

dly welcome all. Why, so many rosy cheeks ore hkit^H 

ower-show in the town of M,' He passed his ey^| 
thorn to his own children, and compressing his lips, 

if lo stifle a siffh^ sal down. 

By this time, Joiinny'a evident drowsiness had so in- 
creased, that his head fell upon hia brother's shoulder, 
who, with a rough push, seal it back against Phct-be : her 
•hrili scoidjiig esclamatioQ hu!f waked the poor boy, and 
vrixh nn uninltlligilde mutter he rose to stagger towardB 
a prei**-hed, turned up against the wall. His mothe 
lowly called on him to jeiurn ; but i\ut {b\Wt^ a^p^i 
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' Poor fellow, let him rest awhile,' rose and let dowu the, 
untidy coiichj od which he instjially fiung himselT 

' Ls he ill ?' asked James, in a half whisper. 

' Not lie,' rephed Charles ; ^ Xis seldom he keep|J 
awake so long.' He rose &s he spoke, or rather stood;; 
for no pi?rcppiiljle dEfl'ereiice was made in Ms height hf\ 
the change of position, owing to the curvature of his iega^ I 
The deformity w^as stribJngj and the irrt.^gular shulilej 
with which he crossed the room painful to witness. Th^j 
widow averted her eyes, aad haslly inquired of W^right] 
whether be knew the cotton mill of the Messrs. Z- 

* Of coin-se I do, for my children work there, but ' 

^ Never roind his bulSj mother,' interrupted the wifej 

* he is famous for them.' 

* I have a letter of recommend ation to that firm,' re-J 
sumed Mra. Green ; ^ and to-morrow I wished to delivi 
itj as Mr. Stratton chai'ged me to avoid delay ■ yet 
should like to make a few mqnines beforehand.' In 
fact, the discovery of her other grand-children being 
employed in it was the reverse of aa inducement to place 
their cousins there. ^^ 

* Take my advice^' »aid Wright^ ' if yon have a goo^^f 
word spoken for you to any mill-ownerj act upoij^* 
it. you*ll soon learn the value of a friend at the head.' 

The widow could not but acquiesce iti this ; and when 
the family party broke up, with a prayerless, cold good 
night, she in their own apartment commended her liltl* 
flock to the covenanted mercies of God in Christ Jesus 
and aoon saw the three younger ontis in a sound sleep. 
Helen, however, ha-d never felt more wakeful ; anxious 
thoughts were crowding on her mind. Wlien all wa^M 
hashed save the brawling voices and rattling wheeb tha^l 
sermed interminably to di&tract the streets, she gave 
uttera&ce to her feelings. 

' Granny, this place is very different from the quiet 
home we have left ;, and the people we saw on our way 
are very different, too, from our old neighbors. What a 
comfort it is to know that the best friend of all is with us 
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here as muck qs in our own hornet, though we cannot see 
Him!» 

* A comfort indeed, dear child : imd we shall nc^d i 
more and more to uphold us now, 1 fear we have 
tlioruy path before us ?' 

'Nevt?r mind that, so loug as it 13 the right path ; yoi 
know who has said, *'■ The wayfaring men, though iboln 
shall not err therein.'' ' 

* And how are we to know, Helen, that we arc in Un 
right path?* 

^ I thiuk, Granny, while we are striving lo do our dnt 
in that state of Hfe iuto which it has pif asiid God to v-a 
us, and are looking to him for help and i^irenj^th, an 
trying to confess the Lord Jesus Christ before iriea, hot 
with our ]i[>s and in our lives, that we may hope we ar 
not out of the. good way,' 

' An*Jdoyou think, Helen^ you shall be able to do thisj 
if yon get among biid people who try to tempt you to 
wick^ednoss; and to launch you out of your rtdigion?' 

* Indeed I don*t know : there is nothing good in me^ 
tnd I seem to tremble when 1 look forward. Now, Gran- 
ny, will you pray with htg, that the Lord God may be 
to us, as He has promised to be to his people, a Father 
tff the fatherless, and a Husband to the widow?' 

The prayer wna immediately offered amid uitiny lea 
and siglis; for both were oppressed with a weigiit tlm 
thry knew not how to sustain, except by casting the bu 
den on the Lord. 

When they rose, the poor old woman tenderly em- 
braced her orphan charge, and blessed her for leading her 
to Ihat most comforting refuge. Helen answered, '<^| 

I * Thj' truth is, dear Granny,] have alwaya thought!^^ 
HAp|>re thnn 1 spoke ; but now I see you are likely to have 
^iftiu' didhMjUies and few helps, 1 de»jre lo be, after niy^i 
|hi :t, more useful to you ; and I want to ^et ove^^| 

Bu I;iignes8 to speak Out, Oh, my mother^' sh«i^H 

acided, willi a fresh burst of tsars, ^ 1 fear ■we wt cwt\« 
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to a. bad place, and these poor Little lomba' she could 

not go on. 

* Tell mpj what have you seen or hoard to cause such 
alarm P 

*■ Not much; hut two or three things passed that dis- 
tressed mCi Phcebe, who is, as you rtrst thought, the 
eldest, and two yeara older than ine, though slie is so 
little, said that Mary might be passed, with the doctor's 
help, for thirteen, and Willy for more than nine, and so get 
higher wan^ps. When I lold her it would bo an untruth 
to say they were more than eleven and eight, she and 
her brother made quite a niock of ma^ saying nobody 
minded such nonsense here : and then they told me some 
cases of such wicked deceit, that it frightened me to hear 
of them. They laughed the more at me ; and said you 
would soon learn, like others, to make the best bargain 
you could of the children.' 

* What else, Helen V exclaimed the widow, who saw 
she hesitated hore. * Tell me all, my child ; for it ifi of 
great importance 1 should know it now.' 

' I thotighl so, Granny : or I would never have been a 
tell-tale, to grir-ve you, and to expose these poor young 
people, Tney informed me that their sister Sarah, whom 
you were asking lor, was made, as they saitlj too jE^ood a 
bargain of ; and that from early over-work in the mill, 
had treatment, and other injuries — they did not say what — 
ahe is such au object that her mother kept her out of our 
flight. Shp is up stairs in a little loft, not likely to live 
long;, AU the others died of early consuinption.* 

The widow was petrified at a tale which, in addition 
to its other horrors, proved her daughter to have beea 
guilty of the most systematic falsehood. Helen re- 
sumed : 

* From all they said, I feared it was likely you might 
be deceived into making some aEjeement that you would 
afterwards be sorry for : therefore I tell you now. I 
think, Granny, you had better take us to the genlleman 

y&a bare the letter to, rather th&a a stranger.' Theo, 
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ibe deep grief and alann depicted on her friend's 
int-enance, she added, ' You know, all Christ's people, 
must bear a cross ; and really we have had nnne to bea 
we have been so happy and prosperous. So it is reasonit 
ble to expect it how. Besides^ is it not a mercy to be 
forewarned V 

Again the poor widow thanked her young counsellor 
who, smilina; through tears, said, ^ I hav« oft^n ]irayed 
that vour kindness to me, a iriendlesa child, mi^ht be like 
brefld cast on the waters to be found afraia after many 
riayg : but as yet 1 have done nothing for you, my own 
dear Granny,' 

They went to rest ; and at an hour much earlier than 
even their usual habits had accustomed them to awakt* a 
they were starth^d from repose by the ringin;T of a larg©' 
Wll, followed by the shrill tones of Mri?. Wright in the 
adjoining roam, calling on her children to 'grt up and be 
off.' It f»vidently required some rough persuasion to di- 
vorce Johnny from his bed ; and a blow, followed by aa 
angry cry, was heard. After the lapse of a very few 
minutes, the door slammed after the departing trio, who 
were evidently sent forth fasting. As for any morning 
devoilon, it was but tor* plain that such a ibhig waa 
wholly incompatible with the habits and feelings of the 
fiunily, Jn one point of view*, this rather calmed the 
widow *s risitiE^ apprelienatous ; she knew that wherever 
the tree is evii the fruit must be so too ; and she strove 
to persuade herself that what this household were in the 

town of M they would have been in her own peace- 

fol Village, or in any other place. Resolving, therefore, 
to be so guarded in her proceedincrs as to avoid any trap 
thai might be laid, she strove to picture to herself a ,'ir!ene 
•f piety, peace and comfort, when her dear children 
were once finally engnged in the work which she resolv- 
ed should be rather below than above their years and 
«»pahilitit:fi, Mr. Stratton's letter was her sheet anchor; 
for ev«rn if he did wish to separate them from \ltve ^m^^"^ 
H WW mumfestiyhis intej^st to make suck aWente w^ 
6 
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ftbie to them ; and so to prevent their retuTQ. Thus shM 
reasoned with herself 5 and rose witli a somewhat iJght-J 
ened spirit. I 

Not so Helen : she ha-d a presentiment of evil, as iti 
seemed. In reality it wiis only the efiect of her natural*] 
sagacity drawing plaiu conclusions from obvious premises, j 
The boatmen ou the canal had dropped hint8 of vvhiekj 
ftll that she had yet seen were explanatory ; the aspecH 
of the town classes where jihe had passed along, the de»l 
meauor of Mrs. Wright, the appearance, maimers audi 
communications of het elder children, with what shoi 
had overheard of the rousing scene that mornings all 
combined with her deep misitrust of Mf. Strattou, and 
the anxious warnings of the good clergyman^ to prcparal 
her for bitter trials. Yet it was not for herself that Heiem 
trembled ; her fervent love for the companions of hen 
ckLldhood — the tenderness with wliieh hei- bosom years+4 
ed towards them on the approach of even the hghtesq 
calamity, and the conscioueneas of their truly helpleaaJ 
state in the midst of a callous population where theyj 
had not one friend — for she could not concede that sacred 
title to their new found relations— ^11 led her to an utter 
oblivion of self in the matter, and added poignancy to her 
fears for them. 

It was Saturday ; and Mrs. Wright, in expatiating 
the advantages of beginning work on Monday mornii 
dropped a few hints that convinced her mother she woi 
I feel a satisfaction in seeing them settled in another abot 
Desirous of choosing one within an easy distance of th< 
mill where the children would be employed, she uo; 
not delay her application ; and eleven o'clock saw hei 
accompanied by her neat and heaUhfui young parti 
making the best of their way to the counting house of tl 
Messrs. Z. A person officiating as clerk at a hi^h desl 
scarcely deigned any notice of the respectful salutatic 
of the visitor, but continued writing, until, a httle hurt a1 
his discourtesy, the old lady drew forth her letter, which 
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was the geatleman there addressed. The clerk took it 
in silence, surveyed, squeezed, and examined it; theiVj 
siowij rising, tapped at a door, and handed the epistle t( 
some one within. 

After a lapse of a few minutes, a gentleman of fash' 
ioaable appearatice issued from the inner room ; am 
after contemplating the group, asked,' Well, good woman, 
are you the persoa mentioned by Mr. Stratton in tliii 
letter ?* 

'I am sir ; 1 am Mury Green, from L.' 

* And these are yunr grandchildron V 

* Three of them, sir : and the other b also under my 
*care.' 

' Mr. Stratton/ said Mr. Z., * has requested me to pro- 
vide work for them: I believe I can do it. Here, Abel, 
write a note to M., and mind this.' He pointed out a 
passage in the letter, at which the clerk gave a knowing 
smile, and proceeded to pen a few lines, which he folded 
and sealed. 

While this was l>eing done, the widow respDctfuIly in- 
formed Mr. Z. that high wages was not so much their ob- 
ject, Bs work proportioned to their strength, and HuiBcienl 
Itervals for instruction and proper relaxation : but he iq-^h 
iipted her, without taking his eyes from the newspapei^H 
which he was reading, * All that, my good womnn, yoU^^ 
must settle with my agent : J have nothing further 
to do m the matter.' And he returned to his apart^ 
ment. 

The agent was in another building, and busily employ-i 
ed ia inakii>g out a number of returns. As he snatches' 
the note which she tendered, the widow thought she had 
never seen a less prepoesessing countenance ; but she re- 
tmeted her hasty judgment, when, on glancing his ey^S 
over its contents, Mr. M. closed the large volume br*fura^( 
him, nnd U-aning his arms upon it, bent forward with a 
flomplawnit sniile, inviting her to be seated on a neigh- 
boring chair, while the young peopU wwe *?i\'CGt'Ui^ \a 
ocotyy ^ bench near the wall. 
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* So, Mrs. Green, it appears jon have tlie good lack lo 
come well recommended to our principaij jVlr Z.' 

' Yes, sir, and he refefrtd me to you.' 

' A Dice party of young hamk ; lei's see, what ai 
their uges ? but no, we'll say nothing of that juat yet, 
Of course yoa will make a long agree^oent, having sucl 
an advantage at entering.' 

* No, sir ; I wish to make the agreement for a shoi 
time oil triaL' 

' Trial ! Pho — -be advised by me ; don't drive awayj 
good fortune when it comes to your door. Enter thera,j 
lor a couple of years at least.' 

* Oh, no,* exclaimed the widow, who was firmly Vi 
solvotl to do nolhing rashly, ^ 1 must at present only en- 
gage them by the week 5 but if all turns out as 1 hop( 
"we can then agree for a longer period.' 

* You are quile wron^ : however, waiving that point, 
till we see to others — let me tell you the scale of wages. 
With the a^es you and I liave nothing to do — the doctor 
settles that, and these children are so well-grown that he 
is nuL likely to uader-rate them. In fact some people are 
sf> naughty as to mislead the doctor, by letting hiiu think 
Ihfi youngsters are as old as they look, not wh:it the ])ar- 
ish registers nialce them : and as we can't get at the re« 
gislers, they have it all their own way, you know.' 

* 1 should be aorry to act siieh a part, sir.' 

* Of course, of course; they are, as 1 suid, naqjiht^ 
people^ but they reconeile it to their eonsciunces by ar-»\ 
guing that it is the actual strength, not ibo acUial age oi 
a person whicli fits him for labor; and that if a child al 
eleven years ol<l has the substance and muscle of thii 
teen it is perfectly fair to rate him accordino;ly, and to le( 
him earn the wages of thirteen, which are lar better, S< 
yon see the people know how to beguile us.' 

* And if they did not,' thought the widow, 'you an 
ready enough to teach them the way of dcceiriog.* Sh« 
then asked where, she should find the doctor. 

* J should not wonder if he dtopped In about this time,^ 
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replied ter new friend. ' We may wait a. few tu]iiafea..^B 
Meanwhile 1*11 U^M you something of the \i-ork.' He did^^ 
so: and a very favorable account it ^vas, particularly the 
circumstance of n new provision that the children should 
attend school dally during the week. To all her pni 
posed stipulatiouWie returned so ready and smiling tii 
assent, with regard to the freedom and comfort of hcpj 
ckildreu, that in a mind less willing to judge uf olhere by 
its own artless honesty some suspicion would have been 
suggested. The good widow, however., attributed It nM 
to the kiwd word af Mr. Stralton, considering his U^ttur 
a suflicienl ground for the unusual attention paid to hci^H 
wishes. ^1 

And 80 it was : for Mr. Stratton had made over this 
helpless but active and industiiotts family to those who 
were, in rptuni^ so effectually to lime them, as to pre- 
clmle the possd>iUty of their becoming burthens on the 
parish of L., and had, at th^ same time^ instructed his 
friends by a few pithy hints how to bait the trap 
was to enclose the victims within its iron fence 
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persons "with whom our agent had prisicipally had 
do, in reference to the youthful candidales tbr niill-la-i 
bor, were too generally reducible tinder two heads — ^1 
those who knew little or nothing of the legalized regula*] 
tions, and those who were well disposed to ev?ide them. 
To the lalter class the widow Green evidently did not 
belong : to the former she probably did. In fact, the 
good woman was totally ignorant on the subject, and had 
it not been for the warning communicated by Helen, she 
would have come altogether unprepared. Vague, hoW'_« 
everj as that warning was, it induced her to put into her!H 
pocket-book certificates of the children's baptism and age, 
furnished by Mr. BarloWj and with the imparted wisdom 
which i^ not only pure but peaceable, she placed thei 
in the surgeon"'s bands before anything could be said 
He regarded her with a look of kindi^etss, jiot unmixet 
with pity, when she announced herself as the only sui 
vivine friend of the orphan party before him. 

* Helen Fleetwood,' read the surgeonj aa he openei 
the first paper, ' bora so and so t then, my girl, you 
now past sixteen r' 

*Stop, stop,' cried Mr. M., 'we have nothing to d< 
with certificates. The ordinary strenjith and appearajQce, 
doctor, is the rule.* 

* We may also be iaibnned of the age,' 
[* Wellf weilf there will be ao difllcully In that. Tb< 
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ro Dfixt are unquestionably bolh thirteen and over ; thi 
lungest nine ; thefefore— ' 

* ISoy sir,* interrapted tlie widow ; * the little girl is aot 
even tweU^e; nor this boy inucbmore tbati eight.' 

' Then why did you bring biin here, goad woman 7 
You of course kcjjw that children are not admissible to 
our mills under nine years. The fact is, that little fel- 
low wantB hut a. few daya or sf> of the requisite age; 
ikDd having the strength and appeara-nce fiiilyjyou would 
not condemn him to idleness and vice, for the mere for* 
malityof the thing ; come, doctor, fill the certificate.' 

*ExcU3e me, sir,* said the widow, modestly but firmly. 
*I cannot wrong ihis gentleman, by allowing him to cer- 
tify what I know to be untrue. There is the parish 
legister ; you will see the child is only eight years 
and a half.' 

* Then he must stand aside,' said the surgeon, while 
Mr. M, wrecked the tiih of a pen upon his thumb-nail, 
with looks of evident vexation. 

' Now for you, my lad. Past thirteen, 1 suppose V 
' Yes, sir*' 

The sui^eon mused for a moment. He had looked 
in the boy*s pale face, felt his slender arm, and almost 
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transparent ^n^ers. Something appeared strugglmg il^^| 
L^Us bosom; and with a sudden look fqll at the agi^nt, ho^f 
mSid, ^ I cannot certify.' ^H 

^^ * Not certify ! doctor, I have seen you pass many far^^ 
younger, and quite as weakly, without deducting any- 
thing on that score.'' 

' very probably you have, Mr. M.; nevertheless^ 1 
cannot in the present case agree to do it. Hi^ siat^ nas 
more the appearance, and the reality, too, of the average 
strength than he has* 1 could conscientiously enter her 
io his st^ail.* 

C^'You are quite right,' exclaimed the agent, * let it 
B so; and the exchange will be an advantage to all par- 
ties,* 
The widow said uothin^y hut preseuled a.^Q!\ii S!tia o^ 
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certificate oF Mary^a actual age to the surgeoiij \rh( 
hall" sniiimgv proceeded to fill up the forms that left botl 
her and her brother under the nominal proti-cLion afford* 
ed to children ; for the legislature, by its latest ad oi 
the subject^ recognizes as yotuig men and women aj 
who have completed their tnirteenth Jftarj aad assigns 
them the labor suited to adults I 

The surgeon waa bowed out by Mr. M., who proceet 
ed with no very gracious looks to make the entries 
ileauwhiJe the widow's heart smote her with painfi 
self-reproach. She regarded the sickly boy as whoUj 
unfit for even the li^ht taslw that she had boen ii^sure* 
would he assigned to him; and resolving to make am 
sacrifice rather than injure him, she requested tl 
agent to postpone the insertion of his name for a wlule. 

* Nonsense, nonsense, my good lady. He will be ral 
ed at nine years old, and worked accordingly ; and pui 
accordingly'', too, thanks to your register, and the doc 
tor's conscience,* he added, with a sneering laugh. 

But she still objected. In vain did the -gentleman 
monstrate, and in vam did he ar^ue, except that theTioj 
himself became anxious to undertake what was rep] 
sented as being rather a pastime than a task ; the wido^ 
remained inflexible ; and the agent, after entering \leie} 
and Mary, closed the book with an air of displeasure' 
then sternly told them to be at their posts by six o'clocj 
on the Monday morning. He refused to listen to !\Ii 
Green's queries as to the natiire and duration of the^ 
employmentj which he said she might make out amoi 
her acquaintance, adding that they need not slay Ihei 
any longer. With a glow on her a^ed cheek, the wid( 
led her companions to the door, secretly congratulatij 
herself that she had not been beguiled into a more poj 
manent engagement for the two girls, 

\Vhen Mrs. Wright heard that not only WUly h\ 
James was exempted from the agreement, ahc lackec 
words to express her astonishment and regret. 

*To be siuCj tJiis boy's cbeeks a.i& not so red as the 




EtTTRANCE UPON KACTOay LIFE. 



others, and he isa't so overgrown as Mary ; but if all 
ihat are not strougtr or stouttr lh;in he were taken 
ham workj a precious town cf j'oung idlers it woulcl be, 
&Qd the mills might &Uj\i at once.^ 
^ I don't wish to be aa idiei, aunt,^ said the boy, color- 

* More shame for yoa if jou did, and your giandmo- 
iher that has tended you all your life long to have you 
thrown on her Lands now, when she ought to be sup- 
ported by yo«.' 

The boy burst into tears. ' Granny,' said he, *I mil 
work, and nobody shall hinder me.' j^m 

* Be quiet, my dear child^* replied the widow sooth-^H 
inwly ; then, turning to her daughter, she saidj with con- 
siderable earnestness, 'Sally, 1 shall be always glad to 
talk ovt^r your family concerns vtilh you at proper times, 
and to have your advii^e^ but I must not b«i ditjlatcd to 
in what concerns these children j particulaily in their 
pre9e.nce.* 

I *- Oh, to be sure ?' said the other, as she violentl 

' swung a pot frotn over the fire j '- Wiiiiam^a childru 

must be gonilcfolks anywhere ; and their poor relations^ 

I ibat live by the hard labor of themselves and their Ulllfe^— 

oaesy naay be proud of the honor of servinir them.' ^H 

! This unfeeling i^proach sunk deep into (he hearts it^^ 

was intended to wound ^ but no reply was given. After 

a short pauj*e the widuw inquired about Uie schools, and 

vraii snllenly informed that there were plenly, from 

^^B|kong which she eould make her dboice. ^^ 

^^V* And the Sunday school " ^H 

^^^ * VVritrhl can tell you about that ; but it'n little use,^^ 

for they wWl be too tired to go there/ , 

^ I am not tired a bit, ^ said AIuiv. ^H 
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*Tell me that lliis day fortnight,' retorted her auK 
with .1 si^ifieant look. 

Dinner being dispatched, the widow announced her 

intL*ntrtm of .st-ekin^ a lodt^tng to n'hi(:U vU-y vf\\^\.V. 
m.iNt' on thi: Mouiiay : Mrs^ Wii'^hl o\^^\;^id aanwi 
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opposition, protesting they were quite welcome to tl 
best she had to give : but her mother pleaded the ad-'* 
Tanta^ie of settling at once ; and having been told where 
to Iggk for a respectable abode, she again s^dUed fortiU 
with her little band. if 

It was lifiEirket day : but the busiest hour of traffic 
bein^ past, ihe country people were leaving the town, 
and oar villagers had opportunity to contemplate the 
lower orders of the inhabitant* now perambulatini;; the 
streets, to pick up at reduced prices the refuse of the 
market and shops. Great as was the contrast between 
the dense smoky atmosphere of these narrow^ gloomy, 
filthy streets, and the pure sea-breeze of their own 
sweet native village, it was leas painful th&n that which 
marked the population. Health, cleanliness and good 
huraorj seemed ahnost equally banished from among 
them. Of bold^ noisy mirthj tlmoken songs, and rude, 
coarse jesting there was indeed no scarcity : the poor 
strangers otYeu shrank back in terror from the sounds 
they heard and the sighta they beheldj but i^ot even little 

illy was tempted to smile by anything about him, 
roups of children there were, and far more numerous 
ihau might hrive been expected, considering the factories 
were all full ^ but they seemed nearly divisible into two 
clajises — incorrigible, reckless idlers^ and poor, enervated 
sickly objects, who had crawled forth from the sur- 
rounding abodes of poverty to mingle with them. Still 
hoping to roach a quarter where beer-houses and gin- 
shops should be fewer, and comparative rcapcclability 
more apparent, the widow passed on ; but she foun< 
herself receding too far from the mill of the Messrs. 
and the day fast closing too. She therefore fixed up< 
u small tenementj the occupier of which was a decei 
old man, who offered the accommodation of two apai 
luenLs, such as she required ; and hfjving exchanged n 
forences, she secured the loonis for a week ^ resolvii 
to make no more permanent engagement without sutl 

t delibemtion. Alas \ the p<M)r widow little knet^ 
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How total It sacrifice of her mdependeiice she had already 
umde. 

It was now getting late ; the street-lamps were lighted, 
and before they set out on their return, the i'actoriea had 
poured forth their thousands of laborers, from the puuy 
infant of six or seven years, to the ^rey-hcaded man 

i whose broken-down aspect procltiLmea him an unlit for 
toil us Lhey. It was a spectacle of interest aiid wonder ^H 
to the young Greens to behold such a rush of childreit^l 

I coming from or hastening towards every point of th& 
compass. Some shouting as they bounded along, in 
mischief ox in sport pushing their quieter companions 
from tlie path, but the greater number evidently 
feeble from exhaiialian, juded and ill-tertipered, and 
frequently resenting, in expressions of tearful Im-^ 

I ps^y? the aaooyances of their more lively coiiiradea. 

I The widow shuddered as this occurred within her hear- 
ing, but still more were her feelings harrowed, when aii 

j involuntary pressure of her arm, which rested la Helen's, 
induced her to follow the direction of the girl's agitatei 

! look, and she beheld several mere children emergii 
from the doors of a gin-shop, flushed wilh the liquit 
flame which they had been swallowing. She hurried 
her young party onwards : secretly resolving that uu- 
attended they should never stir through those polluting 

j scenes ; and clung to the arm of her sympathizing sup- 
porter, with sensations of mingled thankfulness, pity^ 

I and self-reproach j for Helen, to whom alone she now 
looked for $olace and for aid, was of years so tender, of 

I mind so innocent, and disposition so retiring, that she 
seeded for herself the guardianship that others must seek 

I at her hands. 

Bewildered and heart-sickened, she reached her 
daughter's abode ; and, on entering, heard a faiut, queru- 

I ious voice, exclaiming, * Hav"'n't 1 suffered enough, with- 

I out being turned out of your company for my misfor- 

I tones f' 

*Le* hei stB-y, mother/ added Ch^Aea; *-^'&'^'*i 
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nailed now fast enough ; and what signifies their seeii 
her /' 

Thus prepared, the strangers exhibited no surprise 
the addition made to the party within. The girl wh< 
occupied a low chair near the ohimney corner, appciirpi 
to be naturally mncli taller than PhcL-be, but was st 
twisted and crooked that she scarcely reached her height! 
Every feature betokened consumption far advanced ; tind 
her large, glassy g;rey eyea seemed to rove about in 
quest ol'some object to interest them ; while an exj^res- 
aion of nuelancholy discontftnt showed how vain was the 
search, A iat^e shawl pinned close round the throat 
fell over her shoulders aod body j and iihe was evidently 
helpless as an infant. 

The widow, merely asking, * Is this my gran d-d ati^btei 
Sarah V imprinted an aftectionale kiss on the pale cheef 
that was raised to receive it ; and the girPs taint smlli 
went more to her heart than anything she had yet mt 
under that roof. 

* Grandmother J* said she*, ' I am quite glad to see you 
are those my cousins ?' They all surrounded her imm( 
diately, and each had something kind to say. Helel 
approached last, and gently telling her that though not 
cousin she hoped she might be owjicd aHafne»d»salut^( 
the poor girl, who, fixing her full eyes on her facej 
abruptly said, ' I like you very muchj Helen Fleet 
wooiU' 

Mrs. Wright seemed rather puzzled by this scene^ 
she understood not the feeling awakened in the generoi 
minds of her guests by a spectacle that she expectf 
would have excited their diso;ust ; for it was rtlreat 
apparent to all, that poor Sarah had only one arm, ai 
that one bo contracted aa to be nearly useless ; while h( 
feet were bent in, until she rested on the ankle-bones 
* You see,' said her mother, * what an object she 
The arm was lost by an accident, and adl the rest came" 
J&'om convulsions and fits.' 

'Don't be ii-ightenedj' said CKwVas^'wKo saw the chil- 
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iven tflirink back at the last wortis. ^ She has no 
noM', poor ihiiiij I' and be iooki^ti at her with Etu exprt^s 
sion of lendtTuess which bis counttiaant'e hud bardty 
seemed capable of assuming. 

When Wright came in, he answered all inquirieu re^ 
s|iectiiig the iSunday school ceuily to the widow's salis- 
taclJoQ He said the teachers wrre cliinfly taken I'rutq 
among Ibe aduJt working-pf ople ; and that tht'ie wasi 
plenty of the Bible. Respociing the day-sehooliSj he 
toid her that the chiUlren musst produce every Momiiiy a 
voucher from some master or mistirss of having attended 
their school ibr t^vo hour^ each day on any six *lays out 
of the week: but be added, that there wert? waysUnia- i 
Dsgin^ that without being over-pt^nctuab Ilia wd'e in!rr-i^H 
mpttfd him : * Oh, you need not t-ilk of that: mother 'a'^H 
coDscieiice is too particular. Here are these two boya 
^oing to bti gentlemen at large, berause one is weakly 
for his age, aud the other wants a few weeks of being 
nine !' 

' Vou wonH be able to afford that, mother,* sai 
Wright, shaking hh head ; ' you must get the jiltlo IVI 
low into a silk-null, where age ts nu objcctioD, and \.\u* 
hoars arc shorter.' 

Both the boys brightened at thisi and eagerly lot^ked 
at their grandmother, who observfid^ * We shall see about 
ail those thine:s next week ; to-morrow is a day of rest 
both for body and mind. Where is your place of wor- 
ship ?' 

' Our parish church is three streets oC 

When they retired for the night, Helen rpmarked that 
poor Sarah had interested her greatly ; but that ijbe 
■eemed to have no idea of religion, which she lliought 
vejj- strange * for surely if the clergyman was at all liku 
Mr. BarltJW, he would visit and instruct one so atflicted^ 
tnd with a short time to live. I 

* AJa^y my child,' said the widow, ' this place i? em 
thickly peopled, that 1 fear the clergy caivnot w\V Xv'j^ 
their peopJe twieaa they b& sent for : tvnA ^votvyn^iWv] 
6 
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have sfpn and heaid in thits liouse, such viailors wouTc 
scarcely be over-wticome.'' 

'The boys say they will Lie in bed till noon to-iitor- 
row, wod tJien go to play in somo fields nt?iiF the town.* 

' 'JlteUj Ileltn, we must all endeavor to show theni 
how Cliriiilians ought to spend the Habbalh-day, May' 
we have grace tL> be faitMul I It is not easy to fltsh' 
and blood, when placed among scorntjrs, to persevere^ 
even outwardly, in a right path ; but we shall receive*^ 
all iterdfiij help frera htm who giveth liberally and up-' 
braicleth not' 

They did beseech that help^ and laid down to rest 5 
but inauy were the thoughts that kept thi'm waking: that 
night, llelea liad obtained a view of their probable 
trials, tiiat would greatly have oppressed lier spirit, hai 
not the powerful interest awakened in her trdnd for th< 
poor dying Sarah well nigh banished o^^erything eUej 
Taught of God to value the privileges that his mercyl 
had bestowed on her from irjfutu-y, they were now douhli 
enhanced by tlie sad spectacle of a family, nearly coa* 
nected wilh those to whom she belont^ed, evidently def 
titnte of even the desire to know the Lord. She longer 
lo awaken in their dark cold nnnda such a desu-c ; b\ 
far more than any other did the mutilated j^irl's fiaci ign( 
ranee affect her ; and many a plan she revolved fo 
Sarah's spiritual good, ere sleep closed her eyelids. 

The widow was not lesfi n^itatrd by the same thctne 
but her anxieties took a much wider rangie. In all Ihj 
most distressed her as appertaining to hi?r daughter' 
children she read a fearful tale of peril for those of hi 
departed son. The evident jealousy of the former foi 
bade I>t»r to expect help, or even common sympalhj 
under any difHculty that she might encourirr in a stmn^ 
place ; and as yet she had seen nothinir that wore tti( 
aspect of benevolence^ — nothing but what contrasted 
strongly with the deference and respect to which Jshe 
had been accustomed at home. Home ! shfi dwelt upon 
i^e term ilU fears bedewed her piUow, as all the foi 
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recollectioiis c*>iiTiected with that ina^ic word cvowded 
upon her. ' Yet,' thought she, ' it ii iar better thus to 
teel myself a pilgrim and a sojourner* It was the curse 
of Moab to bti settled on hig lees and not emptied from 
vessel to vessel, and. therefore he became proud and pre- 
somptuous. It matters liltie where or how the remnant 
of tny days is spent ; Imt these poor helpless ones- — ^bo 
will care for them as I have done ?' The pramis".' waa 
brought to mind, *' As one whom his mother comforteth. 
so will I comfort him," The widow prayed, and slept. 

Early on the Sabbath morning they awoke, conscioua n 
of a $UQhcam struggling to tind entrance into that gloomy.^H 
abode : they saw the bright ray striking aslant on the^^ 
opposite rooCij and a clear blue sky stretching above. It 
was the first fine day that had shone on them since leav- 
ing home, and Lhcy hailed it joyously. * I suppose,' said 

James, " this is no place for sinn;ing hyiims, or else'^ . 

* And why not ?* interrupted Mary, impattetitly ; let's 
begin at once :' and before the widow could decide whe- 
ther lo allow it or not, the four clear voices were carol- 
their early Sabbath byn;in, as they had always been 
ustotned to do in their owa cottage. 

Ho uotiee was taken, though it evidently created 
«tir in the adjoining apartment j but when the guest 
fresh from their morning duty, and even more iieatl 
dressed than before, presented Ihemselvea at the bre^t 
fast table, a glance of dissatisfaction from Mrs. Wrigh: 
who looked dirtier than usual, aoconnpanied the remark. 
' You w<*re determined we should not oversleep our- 
selves afler the week's work.' 

* Did we disturb you, aunt ?' asked Mary. 

* I don't complain ; but the children, poor thin; 
WouJd have been glad to remain quiet,' 

Pha'be now appeared » yawning, sighing, and looki 
so ill that they really grieved furhaviug broken her I'e: 
lo reply to their apologies, she only said, with a look 
derision, ' Uh, I like musical p;eniusc.s, cs^ev:,Vi\\^ ^N\\^w 
they are sa tJevoat.'* A titter from l\ni ^leaa-Wi'va " 
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corner^ and the wort! ' vury^' r<?peated by Charles^ proved 
that the buys were keopuig la liieir resolutioa of remain- 
fljag there. Sarah too wus absent. 

i The Suntiay-pcbool was opejied long before tfeey could 
ferrive from the late br^akilist table, with tLeir (Jiktory 
feoudactor ; and u vt^y cursory view of it determined the 
widow not to enter her childron there. Such an unin- 
terested, heavy-lookiiig set of scholars &he hjid ueyer 
seen j noi' was their personal appearance as to cleanli- 
ness such as to invite a near approach. The greater 
number were dozing over their taslts, and the principal 
jfcusiness of the teachers seemed to ha that of shaking or 

lUfling them out of their lethar^', into which they pre- 
sently relapaed ; and Mrs. Green, seeing that her own 
children were disposed to laugh at the odd appearance 
of the little slnniberers, soon withdrowj intending to 
^^Ik in the church-yard until the hour of service. 

ere, however, she found a large number of ragged idlers 
playin* about ; and bad language so prevalent .that it 
quickly drove them thenee. They then slowly proceed- 
ed along one of the prineipal streets ; and before the 
'welcome bell summoned them into a house of prayer 
they had wandered to the doors of another church. The 
respectability of their appearance procured them scats In 
a pew;; and amiable indeed did the tabernacle of tho 
Lord appear to ihem as a holy refuge lioni scenes and 
sounds alike new and disguslins; to the modest villagers. 
The preacher was not a Mr. Barlow : little could they 
learn from his discourse of what they had been accus- 
tomed to in their own place of worship : but the ap- 
pointed scriptures of the day — the Psalms and Lessons^ 
seemed peculiarly suited to their need; and Mrs, Green 
thankfully owned, sm many another had owned, that 
whatever the pulpit may do or leav e undone, tli© desk la 
our churches nmst perforce preach the gospel. ^^ 

With conscious reluctauce they again reached MiB 
Wright's dweUiag ; but this was dissipated when Uiey 

'a/W/3tJrJi*jSara/i's exclamation of pleasure, while invi 
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mg them to approach and receive hpr greeting. Ni 
change was made ia her dress, byt Phuabe appear* 
tricked out in such fLDury an to UHtonish Ler cousii 
whose gaze of wonder evidently gratilkd her vanity^ 
Charles was seated near, with a soiled story-book in his 
hand, which he seemed desirous to display while address- 
ing to Jamea the inquiry, ' Wt?ll, I hojie you have had 
enoogh of praying and psalm-aiTiging I 

Mary was about lq> volunteer a tart reply ; but Sarah's 
eager voice interposed: * Oh ihe singing! what sweet 
singing you made this morniug ! You must sing to nie^ 
that pretty tune again. 1 cried when you left ott^it wa|^| 
so sweet.' ^^ 

* We'Jl all singj' said Phoebej ' when ihey have learnt 
our songs* — — ' No, nOj' rejoined Sarati hastily, ' theii^H 
son^ is be^t.' '* . ^^ 

* My dear, dear child,' said the widow, sitting dowri^^ 
by her, * our son^ iH intleed the best ; for it gives praise 

to the Saviour of sinners. ' 

* Who iii thut, grandmother ?' asked the girl, raising 
her eyes, with a half vacant look. 

* Jesus Christ,' re [jealed all her cousiusj in a breath, 
and with a solemnity of lone ihal seemed to provoke 
Phffibe, whoj tossiup; her heiid, observed to her sister in 
a voice of scornl'ul reproach, "-Just as if you didn't know 
that as well as lliey !' 

^ Do you know him, Siimh ; do you know the Lord 
Jesus Christ as Ihe Saviour of simiers, and as your own 
Saviour from Sin and its everlasting punishment?' asked 
the widow. ^^ 

*■ No^ ma'am ; I do not.' ^M 

* It's n lie,' exclaimed Charles, * you do.' ^^ 
His gi'andmgther turned to him, and commenced mildly 

explaining tb*; ditterence ht^tween such a knowledge ua 
he meant and a real saving acquaiiUanee with ibe Lord 
Jesus, but he broke in upon h<-T, rising and with an vat 
exclaiming, ' 1 wish you had not qhwim \v»j':e Vo ^v^Vk^x 
with rovr cunt. I shan*t slay to be ^OTtiSi VJ'\.V\i■v^..^ ^s.i 
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certificate of Mary's actual age to the siirgeonj whojl 
half soiilin^, proceeded to fill up the forms that left bolH 
ber and her brother under tfie nominal protection aifdrd-J 
ed to children ; for the legislature, by its latest act oal 
the subject, recognizes as young men and womc^n aUj 
who have completed their thirteenth ^§ar, and assigns im 
them the labor suited to adults \ 1 

The surgeon was bowed out by Mr- M., who proceed-] 
ed with no very gracious looks to make the entries^] 
Jleanwhile the widow^s heart smote her with painfulJ 
seli'-reproach. She regarded the sickly boy as wholly) 
unfit for even the lii^hl tai=k^ that she had been assured 
would be assigned to him ; and resolving to make anyrd 
sacrifice rather than injure him, she requested thd 
agent to postpone the insertion of his name for a wMle. ] 

' Nonsense, nonsense, my good iady. Ho will be ratn 
ed at nine years old, and worked accordingly; and paisfl 
accordino;ly, too^ thanks to your registcrj and the docH 
tor's conscience,' be added, with a sneering laugh. I 

But she still objected. In vain did the -gentleman reJ 
monstrate, and in vain did he ar^ue, except that the boyj 
himself became anxious to undertake what was repre^ 
senled as being rather a pastime than a task ; the wido^ 
remained inflexible ; and the agent, afler entering Heleu 
and Mary, closed the book with an air of dissplcasurBla 
then sternly told them to be at their posts by six o'clocH 
on the Monday morning. He refused to listen to IVLral 
Green's queries as to ihe nattrc and duialion of theia 
employment, which he said she might make out amonjfl 
her acc|Uaiatance, adding that they need not stay iheri 
any longer. With a gluw on her aged cheek, the widoia 
led her companions to the door, secretly congratulallna 
herself that she had not been beguiled into a more peM 
manent engagement for the two girls. a 

When Mrs. Wright heard that not oaly Willy hm 

James was exempted from the agreement, she lackol 

ifords to express her astonishment and regret. ^ 

' * To bo surGf tim boy*8 cheeks ^te aot so red as the 
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otli€rSj and he isn't so overgjown as Mary ; but if all 
that are not strongor or *;t*iutKr thsiti he were tukuQ 
(torn wovky a precious lovm of young idlers ii would be, 
and the luIIJs might slup al odcb.'' 

* I don't wish to be an idler, aunt,' gaid the boy, color- 

* More shame for yaa if you did, and your grandmo- 
ther thiit has tended you all your Hie long to have you 
ti^rown on her handii oowj when she ought to be sup- 
ported by you.' 

The bay burst into tears, ' Granny,' said he, * l unit 
work, and nobody shall hinder me.' 

* Oe quiet, my dt;ar chdd,* replied the widow sooth- 
ingly ; then, turning to her daughter, she sald^ wt(h con 
siderable carncstnt-ss, ' Sally, 1 shall bi^ always glad to 
talk over your family concfrna with you at proper times, 
and lo have your advice; but I must not he dictated Id 
in what concerns these children ^ paL'titiidaily in their 
presence.' 

* Oh, to be sure?' said the other, as she violent! 
swung a iiot from over the fire ; ' William's chUdreii 
inU£»t l>e gentlefollcs anywhere ; and their poor r^^ltitiousj 
tlriil live by the bard labor of themselves aud Llieir little 
onfs, may be proud of the honor of servini^ them.' 

This unfeeling reproach sank deDp into the hearts it 
was intended to wound ; but no reply was given. After 
a short paurfc the widow inquired about the schools, and 
was sullenly informed tlv.it there were plenty, from 
among which she could make her clujice 

' And the Sunday sehonl r 

'Wright can t(dl you about that; but IVa little TlSCj 
for they will be too lired lo go Ihere.' 

^ I am not lirod u btl/saiU Muiy. 

*Tell me tltat this day fortnight/ retorted her aunt, 
with a si^^iiifieunt look. 

iJinner being dijipatebcd, the widov.- announced her 
intention of Mi'*'-kin}^ a loilging to \vl\Lelv Vlie'j ttvv^^ x' 
move on ihf Monday: Mm. Wright otYevevi i&oTOft. " 
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oppogition, protesting th^y were quite welcome to tha 
best sbe had to give : but her mother pleaded the &S3 
Tanta^G of settliug at once -, and having beeri told ^vherd 
to look for a respectable abode, she again sallied forll9 
with her liltle band. J 

It was market day t but the busiest bour of traffi™ 
being past^ the country people were leaving the town J 
and our villagGra had opportunity to contemplate thm 
lower orders of the inhtibitants now perambulating thfl 
streets, to pick up at reduced prices the refuse of thm 
market and shops. Great la wa^ the contrast between] 
the dense smoky atmosphere of these narrow, gloomyJ 
filthy streets, and the pure sea-breeze of their ownq 
sweet native tillage, it was less painful thiin that whicM 
njarked the population. Health, cleanliness and goom 
humoFj seemed almost equally banished from among 
them. Of bold, noisy mirth, drunkea songs, and rudejl 
coarse Jesting there was Indeed no scarcity : the potjfrj 
strangers often shrank back in terror from the sound^j 
they neard and the sights they beheld, but not evf^n littl&j 
Wiliy was tempted to smile by anything about him J 
Groups of children there were, and far more numeroug:^ 
than might have been expected^ considering the factarieji 
were all fall ; but they seemed nearly divisible into tw^ 
clashes — incorrigible, reckless idlers, and poor, enervatedfl 
sickly objects, who had crawled forth from the suih| 
rounding abodes of poverty to mingle with them. Stiffl 
hoping to reach a quarter where beer-houses and ^inm 
shops should be fewer^ and comparative respectability 
more apparent, the widow passed on ; but she foanS 
herself receding too far from the mill of the Messrs. ZJ 
and the day fast closing too. She therefore fixed upom 
a small tenement, the occupier of which was a decenll 
old man^ who offered the accommodation of two apartJ 
menLsj such as ehe required j and having exchanged re-J 
ferences^ she. secured the rooms for a week ; resolvinJ 
to make no more pernianent engagement without sufM 
K^/t'Ht: deliberation. Alas \ the poor widow little kneiM 
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fcow total a sacrifice of her iudepentlence she ha^ tilready 
made. ^^ 

It wod now geitiug late ; the street-kmpf; were %htedy^| 
and beforu they set out on their rtilurn, the factories had^^ 
poured forth their thousafids of laborers, from the puny 
infaut of six or sevea years, to the grey-headed man 
whose brokcn^owu aspect proclaimed him a$ unfit for 
toil as they. Jt was a spectacle of interest and wondcr^H 
to the youii;^ Greens to behold such a rush of child ren^j 
Cuming frofn or hastening towards every point of the 
compass. Some shouting as they bounded along, In 
Duschief or in sport pushing theii' quieter conipanioaa 
from tlie path, hut the greuter number evidently 
feeble from "exhaudtion, Jaded and ill-tcmperedj and 
frequently resenting, in expressions of fearful im- 
piety, the aanoyancGS of their more lively comrades. 
The widow shuddered 3S this occurred within her hear- 
ing, but st'dl more were her feelings harrowed, when an 
involuntary pressure of her arm, which rested in Helen's, 
induced her to follow the direction of the girPs agitated 
lo^kf and she beheld several mere children emerging^™ 
from the doors of a gin-shop, flughed with the liquit^f 
flame which they had been ^swallowing. She hurried 
her young party onwards ; secretly resolving that un- 
attended they should never stir through tliose polluting 
scenes ; and elung to the arnf* of her sympathizing sup* 
porter, with sensations of mingled thankfulness, pity, 
and self-reproach ■ for Helen, to whom alone she now 
looked for solace and for aid, was of years 50 tendetj of 
mtnd so innocent, and disposition J30 retiring^ that she 
needed for herself the guardianship that others must seek 
at her handj». 

Bewildered and heart-sickened, she reached her 
daughter ""s abode ; and, on entering, heard a faint, queru- 
lous voice, exclaiming, ' Haven't I suffered enough, with- 
oot being turned out of your cou^pany for my misfor-^^ 

*Let bcr stay, molherj' added Cbaiks', ^ vbsrj^^ 
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nailed now fast enough ^ and what signifies Ihetr seeing 
her P 

Thus prepared, the strangers exhibited oo surprise at 
the additiou made to the parly "withiti. The girl wh( 
occupied a low chair nesir the chimnpy corner, appparec 
to be naturally much taller than PhoL'be, but \vas s£ 
twisted and crooked that she scarcely reached her hcirrht, 
^very feature betokened consumptton far advanced ; an( 
her largpj glassy grey eyes seemed to rove about 
quest of some object to interest them ; while an expres- 
sion of mcJanchoiy discontent showed how vavii was the* 
search. A large shawl pinned close round the throal 
fell over her shoulders and body ; and she was evidentb 
helpless as an infant. 

The "widow, merely asking, ' Is this my grand-daughtei 
Sarah?' imprinted an afllsctionate kiss on ihe pale cheel 
that was raised to receive it; and the girl's faint smili 
went more to her heart than anything she had yet mel 
under that roof. 

' Grandmother,' said ahej * I am quite glad to see you %\ 
are those my cousins V They all surrounded her imme- 
diately, and each had something kind to say. Helei^j 
approached last, and gently telling her that though not 
coosin she hoped she migint be owned as a friend^ salute* 
the poor girl, who, fixing her full eyes on her face 
abruptly said, ' 1 like you very much, Helen Fleel 
wood,' 

Mrs. Wright seemed rather puzzled hy this scene' 
she understood not the feeling awakened in the generoi 
minds of her guesis by a spectacle that she expected 
would have excited their dis^uat ; for it was already 
apparent to all, that poor Sarah had only one anUj am 
that one so contracted as to be nearly useless ; while h( 
feet were bent in, until she restt^d on the ankle-bonea 
* You see,' said her mother^ * what an object she ia 
The arm was lost by an accident, and all the rest ct 
J&om convulsions and tits.* 

^Dm't be lightened,' said Charles, -who saw the chi 
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4reii shrink back at the last words. ^ She has no fl 
noWj poor thing !' aiiJ he looked at her witSi an expi'i's 
aion ot" tenderness which his countenance had liurdly 
seenieJ capable of assuming. 

Whon \Vright came in, he answered all inquu'ics re 
^pecting ihn Sunday scliool nearly to the widow^s sails* 
Action He aaid the teachers wert? chiefly taken irom 
among the adult working-p<*o|ik' ; and that there was 

plenty of the Bible, Jlcapucting the day-schoals, he . 

told her thai the children roust produce every Monday ai^H 
voucher froiTi some master or mistress of havipg atteiidedtS^I 
their schc»ol tor t\vo hourji each day on any six days out 
of the week; but he added, that therf were waysot'nja- 
nagjng that without being ov(?r-piinciuaL His wile inler- 
nipted him : * Oh, you need not talk of that : mother's 
conscieuce is too particular. Here are these two boys 
going to be gentlemen at 'argOj beeatise one is weakly 
for his age, and the other wants a few weeks of being 
nine !' 

* You wou't be able to atrord that, mother,' said 
Wright, shaking bis head ; '■ you must get the little fel 
low icto a silk-millj where age in no objection, and th 
hours are shorter.* 

Both the boys brightened at this, and eagerly lookej 
at their grandmother, who ob^erved^ ' We shall ^ee about 
all those things next week ; to-iiiortow 1:a a day ol rest 
both for body and mind* Wliere is your place of wo 
iAii> ?' 

' Our parbh church is three streets off' 

When they retireil for the nightj Helen remarked that 
poor Sarah had interested lier ^really ; hut that she 
seemed to have no idea of religion, which she thought 
very Btrange ; for surely If the clergyman was at all Hke 
Mr. Barlow, he would visit and instruct one so afflicted^ 
and with a short time to live. 

' AlaSj jny child,* said the wjdowj * this place is 
ihkldy peopled, that 1 fear the clergy cantiol V\ivV \ 
tlheir peopj^ unless they h^ sent for : vcaA toitv'^V.A 
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have 6i>**« and heard in this hoasej such visitors woul 
scarcely be over-WL-lcome.' 

' Thf boys say they will lie in b til till noon to-mor 
row, and llien go to play in some field:* ne;ir ibc town.' 

* Then, Helen^ we must all riideavor to show thcra 
how Clin,stians ou^tit to apend th« Sabbath-Jay. Ma 
we have gract; la be faiLiifuli ! It is not easy to Jles 
and blood, when placed amon^ scxsniL^rs, to persevere 
e\eii outwardly, in a right patli ; but w« shall receivi 
ail neodtiil help frem him who giveth liberally and u 
braideth not.^ 

They did beseech that help, and laid down to rest 
but ijiany were the thoughts that k^pt them wakinor ih 
lught. Helen had obtjiined a view of their probable 
trials, that would greatly have oppressed her spirit, ha^ 
not the powerful interest awakened in her mind for ih 
poor dying Sarah well nigh bamshed everything else," 
Trtught ot Gud to value the privileges that his mercy 
had bestowed on her from infancy, they w*=-re now doubly 
enhanced by the sad speetade of a family, nearly con- 
nected with those to whom she helonwed, evidently dea 
titute of even the desirt^ to know the Lord. She longe 
iQ awaken in their dark cold niluda such a tlcsire ; bu^ 
far more than any other did the tnul Hated girl's sad igu 
runce affect her ; and many a plan she revolved for 
Sarah's spiritual good, ere sleep closed her eyelid.'^, 

The widow was not less agitfited by the same theme 
but her anxieties took a much wider range. In all th: 
most distressed her as appcrlainini^^ to her daughter 
children she read a fearful tale of peril for those of \ 
departed son. The evident jeaiousy of the former fo 
hade her to expect help, or even common sympath 
under any difficulty that she might encounter in a straii; 
place J and as yet she had seen nothing; that wore ih 
aspect of benevolence— ^nothing hut what contrasted 
strongly with the deference and re.spect lo which she 
had been accustomed at homo. Hon^ie ! slio dwell upon 
t^e term tin tears bedewed her piLlovf^aa all the foi 
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recollections connected with that magic word crowded 
upon her. * Yet,' tliouf^ht she, * it ii far better thu3 to 
leel myself a pilgrim and a sojourner* It was the curse 
of Moab to be setLied on hia Ices and not emptiud from 
vessel to vessol, and thereibre Kb became proud and pre- 
suraptuoas. It matters little where or how the remnant 
of my days is spent ; but these poor helpless ones— who 
wiU care for them as I have done r' The promise was 
brought to mind, ** As one whom his mother coraforteth. 
so will I comfort him." The widow prayed, and slept. 

Early on the Sabbath morning they awoke, conscious 
of a sunbi^ativ struggling to iiiid entrance into that gloomy 
abode '. they saw the bright ray strilring aalant on the ^« 
opposite roofs, and a dear blue sky stretching above. I^H 
was the fivst fine day that had shone on them since leaT*^H 
tng home, and they hailed it joyously. * 1 suppose,' gaid 

Jamesj * this is no place for singing hynans, or else' . 

' And why not ?* mterrupted Mary, inipatiently ; let's 
begin at once :' and before the widow could decide whe- 
ther to allow it or not, the four clear voices were carol- 
ling their early Sabbath hymn, as they had always been 
accustomed to do in their own cottage. 

^o notice was taken, though it evidently created a, 
in the adjoining apartment; but when the gnosis, 
h from their morning duty, and even more neatly 
dressed than before, presented themselves at the break- 
bsi table, a glance of dissatisfaction from Mrs. Writ^hi 
who looked dirtier than usual, accompanied the retnarl 
'' You were determined we should not oversleep o\ 
selves after the week's work.' 

' Did we diiiturb yon, aunt ?' asked Mary. 

' 1 don't complain ; but the children, poor things^ 

utd have been glad to remain quiet.' 

PhO-'be now appeared, yawning, sighing, snd looking 
80 ill that ihey really grieved for liuving broken her VGsu 
In reply to iheir apologies, she only said, with a look of 
derision, *Uh, 1 like musical gcmusea, tsT^cAttW*^ ^wVk 
ihojf are so devout. * A litter iroin ihii ^i:v;^a-\a^^ vcw 
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corner, and the word * vGFy^ repealed by CharleSi proved 
thai the buy? were keeping to iLcir resolulioii of remain- 
ing there. Sarah too was absent. 

The SundEiy-school was opened long before they could 
arriVL- IVoin the late brfakixst tnhle, with theJr dilatory 
coiiductor ^ and a. very ciir^tiry view of It determhied the 
widow not to enter htT children there. Sach un unin- 
terested, heavy-lDoking set of scholars sho had never 
sepu 'f nor was their pt;rspnal appeamnce as to deanU- 
ness such as to invite a near fipproach, The greater 
number were dozing over their tasks, and the principal 
business of the teachers seemed to he that of shaking or 
culling them out of their lethargy, into %vhich they pre- 
sently relapsed ; and Mrs. Green, seeing that her own 
children were disposed to laugh at the odd appearance 
of the little slumberers, soon withdrew, intending to 
walk in the church-yarJ wnti! the hour of service. 
Here, however, she found a larj^e number of niggtid idlers 
playing about; tirid bad language so prevalent .that it 
quickly drove them ihenee. They then slowly proceed- 
ed along one of the pniii'jjml streets; and before the 
Mpelcome bell summoned them into a house of prayer 
they had wandered to the doors of another church. I'ho 
respectability of their appearance procured them seats in 
a pew \ and amiable indeed did the tabernacle of the 
Lord appear to them a^ a holy refuge fcom scenes and 
sounds alike new and disgusting to the modest villagers. 
The preacher "was not a Mr. Barlow ; little could they 
learn from his discourse of what they had been accus- 
tomed to in their own place of worship : but the ap- 
pointed scriptures of the day — -the Psalms and Lessons — 
seemed peculiarly suited to their need^ and Mrs. tireen 
thankfully owned, as many another had owned, thai 
whatever the pulpit may do or leave undone, the desk 
OiU' churches nmst perforce preach the go&pcl. 

With conscious reluctance they again reached Ml 

Wright's dwelling ; but (his was dissipated when th( 

IiGaril iHtOi' Sarah's exclamatioa of pleasure, while iuv; 
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ing ihem to approach and receive her greeting. No 
change was made in her (Ires8, hut Phu^bi^ appearecj^H 
tricked out Id such liQery as to astonisti ber cuusin^^l 
whose guze t>f wooiler evidently grutilkd hor vanity. 
Charles vvus seated near, with a soiled story-book in his 
I hand, which he seomed desirous to display while address- 
I ing to James the inquiryj ' Wfrll^ 1 hope you have had 
I enough of praying and psalm-sin'^lng ! 
I Mary was about (o voluntter a tart reply ^ but Sarah's 

' ca^er voice Interposed : ^ Oh the singing [ what sweet 
singing you made lliis morning ! You must sing to me 
I that pretty tune again. 1 cried when you left offy it wels 
JO sweet.* 

* We'll all sing/ said Phcebe, ' when they huv*.' learnt 

our songs'^ ' No, no,' rejoiaed Saraii hastily, * their 

soDg is best,* ^* 

' My dear, dear child,' said the widow, sitting down 
by her, *our son^ is indeed tlie best ; for it gives praise 
to the Saviour oi alnners.' 

* Who h lliat, graudukotheT ?' asked the giil, raising 
her eyes, with a ball' vacant look. 

* Jesus C^hrist,^ rejieated :dl her couslna, in a breath, 
and with a solemnity of tone that seemed to provoke 
Phoebe, who, loosing her head, observt^d to her sister in 
a voice of scornful reproach, ^ Just as if you didnH kno^fj^f 



that as weli iis they 

* Do you know hini, Sarah ; do you Iviiow the Lord 
Jesus Christ as the Saviour ut sinners, and as your ow 
Saviour from Sin and its everlasting puuishnient ?' aske 
the widow. 

* No, ma'am ; 1 do not.' 

* It's a lie,' exelainied Charles, ' you do.' 
His grandjTujthertuitied to him, and commenced mildlj 

explaining the dilTerence between such a knowledge as 
he meant am! a real saving actjuaintance with tlir Lord 
J* ■ lie broke in upon her, rising and with ;in oa 

o _ , 'I wiah you had not cQ\i\\t \\v\ii. \^ ^^'sS.t.x 

•witii >t)*J/ <^ant. 1 shan't sIily to be >ioTeiNvVi)(\Vt^i!X 

a* 
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rate ; and as for that poor girl, she haa enough to bei 
without being made a. gloomy Methodist iuio the bar- 
gain, Come aloiigj Johnny — better lose oneV tlirmer 
than get such sauce to it.' Hy dashed ilown his book, 
seized his umviUing brother by the arm, and i^'ft the 
hous«. 

* Oh pray, pray don"'! be angry I' sobbed Sarah, who 
scGJnt'd to led the insult to hur aged relative as much aftfl 
the young Greens evidently did, ^ 

* J am not angry, my love, nut at all,' said the -widoWj. 
wiping the teal's irom the helpless givPs face, ' Poor 
Chaj"ies is quite mistaken, or he would not ^peak si 
We must pray ibr hJtn,' 

' I never jsray,' observed the girl. 
^^m 'But 3'ou must.' 

^^P * I don't know lTo%v, grandmother; I never leemed.' 
^^^ ' There's another of your lies,' remarked Ph(pbej * yo 
went to church often enougli,' 

' Yea ; hut that's loni; ago, and I don't remember the 
prayeiB ; so how should 1 pray P 

* I.eave your iionsjeiiije,' said her mother, sharply, 'and 
don't keep your friends from tokinn; oH' their bonnets.' 

Upon this hint the viaitora retired to their room,\vher 
they heanl involuntarily the united scoldings of moth 
and sister, vv'ith a sob from Sarah between ihe pause 
She was evidently too weak to co]>e with anything a 
agitating, and the ividow Iremhkd lest it should itidne 
a return of thp fits, fi^he kneeled down, with her litt 
parly around her, and in a low voice ccmmmicled (o ( 
inereies of God in Chrial Jesus the poor wound t;d, strn; 
ing Inudi tlmt she Eirdently lonn-ed to gather into his foi 
The two boys did nut come iiack \ and after a gloom, 
meal, Pha-bii went out also. tJii their return from ofte 
tioon Bervicr, the widow engaged in a conversation wit 
hei" ^0H-in-law, her daughter, and two neighbors wh 
dropped in, which, while she strove to iriak*- it subserv 
c/tl id Jheir spinUial good, gave her an unexpected am 
st^rtiing Insight in\o some dela'dsut \Ktt vtcTOHY si4fiEM| 
'^^ch ive must reserve tor anoVkcT cW'^Vei. 




' So, you have come among us, tna'am, to try the com-^ 
(brts of the factory ?' said one of the ncierhbofa to thi 
widow Green. 

' 1 have come to seek employment for these diiklrt*n, 
and for myself also ; but more in the hope of gaining an 
honest livelihood than of tiuding greater comfort than w 
enjoyed in the country.' 

* The country !' ejaculated the other, a man of mo 
cadaverous and care-worn aspect. ' Why a brf*Jith o 
oir, and a day's liberty, such as a pig-driver gels, us 
worth all that the best ot" us know in this viie town.^ 

' Uut to those who are wiliiiifj to Vurk, such amarkf^l 
for their liibor is a great advaiituge,' 

' T!if m tliat are mttsl willing to work are not always 
the most iible,' returned the man : * and to my mind it's 
a cannibal scrt of life to be eatings as one may sny, Ihi- 
tifah off our children's bones, and sucking iJie young 
blood out of their veins.' 

* Hold your tongue, Tom South^"* said Mrs. Wright^ 
angrily. ' What busine^j^ have you to talk so, Imving iour 
children in the mills every day P 

* Yes, and three in the untimely grave, whore youd 
ncij^hhor, have fivcj besides the poor maimed thing yonl 
dpr — and all through those nuirdering milb.' 1 

* Y'uu are a difieontented niaii, fciouth,' said the othefl 
Ttiiitor, a decent looking wtiniati, * bul cetVeiTiA*^ '^^'si'xs 
had cuujsv to cotnplmn. * J 



It 



HELEN FLEETWOOD. 

' Ay, haven't I, Mrs. Johnson ? I entered my youngs 
clJldren on the taith of tiiese new acts, with their tine' 
promises about schooling, short hours, inspectors, and all 
that, liiifl as malters "went, they told me it vtaa because 
the act hadn't limt! yet to work— all Tivas soon to be fair 
and right ; and so 1 tK'^lectcd an opportunity of taking 
my pour I'iiiiiiJy back to the blessed country Johor, and 
Jifciti vm may all die in ignorance and sin, as we live' 
J^^ Alarmed as the widow was by the former part cf this 
^^K>eech, the conclusion oalled forth a stronger t'eelliiigjai^d 
^Htehe said, * Oh, don't fancy iJiat tfae mercy of Him who 
r atone can remove ignorance from the mind and wash 
I away sin fiotn the soul i^ coniiiied to any placE3. The 
cry of want and penitenee will reach Him as soon from 
the lanes t>f a town like this as from the village green.' 

* 1 don't deny it, my good lady ; butpeoplu who would 
become fit company for angels must hegin by getting out 
of the way of devils.' 

* Meaning your neighbors, I s"uppose?' said Mrs, 
Wright, crimson with anger. 

' He doesn't mean that,' interposed the other woman : 
' he is talking of tbe mills, and the wickedness that his 
poor children are learning there.'' 

' Tliey havUi't much to learnj Dl be bound,' retorted 
Mre. Wright. 
^^* ^ Ah, that's too true,' exclaimed South. * They 
^^feoing to rutn a^ fa«t as they can diive.' 
^^H ^ Notwithstanding your good example.' 
^^B ' Dont scoff at me, neighbor Wright. 1 know my 
^^^imple is none of the best : but if 1 see niysiclf lo be 
1^ a bad way, is that any reason I should not wish my chil- 
dren in a better ? With my bed-ridden old mother, and 
wife In a galloping consumption, and myself liardiy up 
the little work 1 can get, iind not a hand's turn at any 
thor business for them, 1 can't take them out of employ. 
" at can 1 do V 
' Do you send them regularly to the school ? 







' Wliul school ? Tliis act mocks us with an ordf^r 

lljat evtty cliild should go ts> achuul twelve hours in the 

week, aiid have a lickK for it ; but when it comes to the 

jnfiSy how tlo Lhey iiiEitiuge ^ Why they give them ail 

^■bor'y leave ot ho ut sacAi limes as no scluiot is open, or 

I^Bewher^ there's only schools wilhin r'^ach where the 

^^ftstcrs and raistressiis wou^t receive tho little diriy 

l^irfKchcsj covered whU the tilth of the mills, among their 

childreu. Then to make uul ihe twelve houi"S, they tell 

them to go to schoul on JSumliy murnin^', al'ti'moon and 

night; as *i' the poor iA|^iiturf*s did not want aday's rest, 

to say iiclbing ol" play : of course they woaH go.' i 

* But how da lhey get vouchii's r' 

* ThfV forge them fast enough, bwi in n great mani 
mills tht'V arc allowed to s^lip in without any, and llioj 
owners that have a conscienco above that, turn olVth< 
young hands, rather ihan that the work should he stopped. 
Then the children niusi go to the silk-mills, where ihc] 
are taken in at any agn, and worked to death.' 

*CVii all this be possible V asked the widow. 

* It cairt he denied,' said Mrs. Johnson, ehtikiDg hc! 
head. 

' But surely the inspectors mupt discover such decc] 
tionfi as to the schools^ and punish tJiem V 

* The inspector comes once a yenr^ and is bound ti 
•dvertine his coming in the newsjjnpers ; so they tal 
care to have all right just then. Bui if ii complaint lai 
made^ Htid proved loo, this tine law allows the father or 
brothtT of the olTcndcr to tr^^ the cause, und gives hirn 
power to dismiss it, it' he likes. Til tell you what : 
within the memory of that girl, the law made the lowes 
peniitty for working overhours, or for other such oflfctic 
ihat was proved a;^ain;^t a mill-owner, ten pounds, an 
fijrhade a near relation to try it: but now, as I told you 
the worst case may be let off for half a crown, or ee! li-ec, 
as the magistrate likes. So much for onr rights, and tb 
redress of our wrongs !* 

The widow Il^It co/iJoiinde J : she \ooktd «ilV\\a^A^"^fc' 
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ami then at her daughter ; but spoke not. South, tvIIm 
ihit TvaiWness that we all feel to expaiinte ou ills when a| 
felloW'Sutierer is pceaentj resumed : J 

* Then, in the case of ill-usage, yon see the master] 
usually contrives to shift the' blame from himself to tliol 
mE\nai;;er3 or oyerlnofcers, or spinners : /w doirt order th«| 
chi^iren to be beat ; he Joif t Sfe thei]j beatfii ; and sf» hclj 
gfits alf^ and the poor things have no real protection anyJ 
where.' 1 

By this time the three little Greens had drawn acarl 
the speaker, and were gazing M his face with looks of 
bewildered alarm : he obaerve^t. 

* Ah, God help ye, poor dears ! IJttle pleasure will 
you havej except in the ways of sin*' 

' Tm not going mto tho milla,' said Willy ; * but Mary 
]s. Will Mary oe beat T and his lipa he^^an to quiver. 

^ Never fear,' said Mary, stoutly ; * neither master n 
man shall beat me : and aa for sin, I won't go mto an; 
sinful compiiny,' 

' You ean't keep out of it, my poor child,' 

' If it is in the way of duty, sir,' said Helen, modestlyj 
* and we pray to the Lord to watch over us, and enable 
us lo wateh also, we shall bo kopt from evil ways, ihougk™ 
we may be forced lo have evil compamonSi' ^| 

Mt's. Wright losstd her head with a very scomfaT 
sneer. South looked at the two girla alternately, and 
muttered, ' Two more lambs for the shambles.' 

' Come, come, neighbor,^ said Mrs. Johnaon, ' you 
too disheartening, quite. To be sure, not one girl in fi 
keefjs her charaoter clean ; and to he sure there lan' 
small tradesman's wife would not think herself di:5graced 
lo take a faf!lory jrirl for a servant ; but what so many do 
doesn't look as bad as if only a few did it, I have se 
some that turned out decently after all. My nephe 
married one^ and !>he did very welU' 

' Yes,' returned South, ' and died at the birth of b 
first cliilcl, as everybody aaid she would !' 

* The worst thing,' proceeded Mrs, Johnsonj wh 
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(4>J4^ctiou to tlisGouragementg was not verj' con3i3teflt, 
'the worst thing is l!ie accidents. You must tftink of 
poor Sarah there, and take care of the machines ' 

* What machines?"* 
' Everythin<r is done by machinery ; you see, they ari 

great Lhinixai i^vcr so high aod big, all gciiug about and 
about, some on wheeU ruonJDg up and down the rodm. 
itud ^ouio with great rollers tmuitii^ ubout as fast as thc^^H 
jsteam can drive iheni ; so ynti ^ust step back, and Ttin'^f 
li»rward, and duck, and J^rh, and move as they do,or oir 
goes a finger or an annPbr eUe you get a knock on Ihe 
headj to remember uJl your lives.'vA^ to s^itting down, 
ihero's no sucb tlviii^.* 

'No sitting down !' cried all the villagers in a breath. 

' No, no,' responded Sarah, in a melancholy tone, ' no _ 
^iittina; down.' * 

* Ab, poor soul!' said Soulhj 'it was standing and 
staDtlin^!; all day Joii^ that make^ you unable to stand for 
the rest of your lii'c' 

At this juncture Wright entered, and looked with some* 
surprise at t!ie pnrty^ * ' Why you seem ua if you had 
just run away trom Jh earthquake, good people.' 

* Pshaw I' replied his wifo, ' it's only South at bis old 
pranks of makino; out isjievances to frigliten my mother 
about lier tender chicks.' 

* And our ^ood mother of course takes it all for gospel, 
returned Wright, forcing a smile. 

* No, not goypt.'I at any rate,' said Mary ; * for there i 
no good news in it, unf;I<\' 

* Goiipel means truth^ my dear.' 

* The gospel is trutli, uncle ; but the word mean 
"p;ood news." ' 

Mrs. Wright sharply remarked, ' You need not set upj 
Miss Green, to teach your older;* and betters; thbconit/; 
uf fdling young he.'ids with conceft.' 
^ Mary was rea*.ly with a replyjkbtit the widow inter 
ISMed. * 1 3hc«u!d be sorry, »Sarah, lo \i™ a*:V\\^ ^"'^ 
^^■^^ t& tetkch; bni in (his case Msi^y «^v^V^' ^t^^^^^' 
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her uricle according to the sense oi the word, without 
kaowiog he used it wilhany other meaning, h Is indee 
good news, and Iho bbesed certainty that is nlso trut 
unfailmg truth, is what makes it belter than the best 
news, God g^rant ws all to receive U, not only ijUo o 
minds by hearing, but into our hearts by faith !' 

' Ora-ndmotherj' said Sarah, * -what is the tmws that 
you call so good :' 

Before the old lady CJ!tld reply, Mrs. Wright turne_ 
fiert^ely upon the girl, anQ exelaimed in ber loudest tone 
of linger, ' ]fyou dare to medd^or make with any of 
these canting tricks, I'U bundle you out of doorsj to crnyv\ 
through the atreets, and btg your way.' 1 

Will you BO, mistress mine "P excluimed her husband, 
m a tone nb less angry than her own : ' you should bund 
out yourself first, 1 jiromjse you.' 

A violent altercation ensued, in which South actetl us 
pacifi(^ator, on grounds of propriety and respectability, 
while Mrs, Johnson poured oil on the? dame, in ber t»n- 
denvors to quench it. ISeverul times the wi^ow attempt- 
ed to speak^ buL in vftin: and Heleni seeing poor Sarah 
trembling greatly, went over to soottie htr, ThiiJ turn- 
ed the mother's ire uponher, * Stand off!' she vociferated. 
* None of your hypocritical ways here. You wbeodleJ 
yourself in, to eat the bread of my poor brother^s orphansJ 
heggiir as you are I But you shan't interfere in nijj 
house, I promise you*' j 

All repty to this savae;e speech was precludad bjj 
Sarah falling from her seat in convulsions. The widow 
told Helen to take the frightened children into their rooraJ 
and then with an energy that would not be represser 
^vhile the two men raised and supported the stru^glinj 
sufferer, she exclaimed, ' Daughter, as jou value S 
mother*s hlessin^, desist from this violence. Youf 
enmity against the gospel, the Spirit of God can aloud 
remove : "but I have a right to interfere between youj 
evil passions and the children under my care : and oh|j 
^Jte added, as ihe blackenine face of the girl gave ev8 
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dence of the tlan^er she was now in, * is it not enough to 
see your own child sinking into an early grave, bat wiU 
you staDtl between the Saviour and the soul that he died 
to redeem V 

The entrance of the two boys now increased the con 
fusion. Charles had evidently been drinking lo a pitch 
of excitement, and Johnny looked more alert llwin hu iiad 
yet done. The elder, who loved no living thjn^ hut 
Sarah, an^ was really fond of her, no sooner beheld her 
condition tiian he rushed forward, and demanded wlia' 
they had been doing t(t%\a siaier. 

*■ ^Tis your mother's work,' tmswered Wright ; ai) 
tlie young madman instantly seized a heavy missile whi 
he would have thing at her, had not Mrs. Johnson caught 
his arm, and SoUlh, leaving his hold of Sarah, wrestrd it 
from him. A short slni";gle enabled ihe man to confirip 
ao weak a creature, and ne proceeded to take the only 
TCDgeance withjn his reach, by uttering a volley of dread- 
ful imprecntlons and threats directed against his luolher. 

* Hold your ton^^e, you fool,' said VVrigh^ * the girl 
w coming to ; and you'll frighten her off again. 

' Here, l*nid a hand, and speak coaxingly to her ; nhe'll 
mind y<m best.' lie winked to ^uth, who, seeing the 
effect of these words, released his captive, and the hoyV 
whole attention wus immediatcdy directed to his sisler, 
Sopporling her head on his shoulder, he whispered the 
kindest encouragements he could think of: only dartin;^ 
now and then a ferocious glance at his mother, who stood 
in sullen silenee, appat*enlly unmoved by a scene that 
dreadfully appalled the widow, and alarmed cvmi the 
neisliUors, to whom, alas ! (t was not nt^w. South, see- 
ing l!u' danger pretty well over, drew the old lady usideyl 
ami said in a low voice, * Now, ma'am, aa they wished 
you to think I waij making worse of the matter than I jn 
need do, just judge for yoni'solf by what you soe before^| 
you. There's yonr daughter, as nice and respectable a^^H 
young woman as ever came cLmong\is,tunie,i\TiV(M.^S.'3v«.^ 
u 1 may tmy, rowarJa her own cbA\dt^\v,\i's Vax^'^'' 
7 
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her heart to theiir sufTf^rings, that she. might live on theif j 
toil and ruin. There's her Jiusbandj a quiet good-n^aturec 
man, doating on his children, but forced to wink al whs 
frets his very life ; and only inlerfenng when anythingj 
bad as this happens. There's the cripple, her ic^s use 
less by the over-fatigue of always standing at the irornesj 
her arm gone, by being caught iu the machlneryj ai 
she in a decline from fits brought on by her jsuflerin^ 

Her sister -least said is sooueBt mended : only I ca 

preUy well guess what sort of company she is in al' tha 
time. That boy is a devil incarnate ^ drinks, and aw ^ai 
and cheats, and seems to hate all good for the sake 
hating it. The little fellow he is leiiding in the sat 
way ; and it's a mercy for the others that they dii 
young. A short life, and a sad one tiiey had j poor 
thinea, ihey are gone to heaven to be rewarded for it alt 

' And now, Mrs. Green, have 1 said more than your own^H 
eyes can see to be the Inith V ^M 

The widow could make no reply; her heart was over- 
whelmed with terror aud distress. Meanwhile Sarah 
seemed to be entreating her brother, who after some 
objection whispered to hb father, and he returned an 
answer, accompanied by a half-smilej which drew a grii 
upon Charles^ countenance. The boy then resoluteh 
exclaimed, * Grandmother, poor Sarah was so ploasf 
with the singing this morning, she wants to hear more of 
— nothing else will serve her now. Please to call Mif 
Helen and the young 'una, and let's have a devout Psalm. 
The widow hesitated, and looked in the flushed scowl- 
ing face of her daughter : but Charles reiterated tl 
request in a more peremptory tone, and Sarah, in repl] 
to her query, said sliG wished it very much. She thert 
fo^i summoned the children and Helen, whose pale lool 
bore witness to their past alarm, and Charles, who seeme< 
delighted thus to annoy hb mother, ranged them befoi 
Sarah, whom he still supported. ' VThat shall we sing 
asked Mary : Helen whispered a reply ; and they itiimedi^ 

steJy began, in (he eofteal tones of theic sweet voic< 



A 5CENE 

There i» a founiam filled with bkio^t 

For some, time Cliajles kept his eyps on his sislenj 
fece, smiling fit her delight, which she expressed by m( 
eloquent looks, and frequently pushing his arm, as if 
keep his altentioo awuke. As the singers [jroct-eded, 
however, and }1 plea's vutec In particular proved how 
deeply she entered into every word of tliat exc|ulsi1 
hyTi:iD, his eyes becntiie riveted on them, \m ftaiurt^s los 
their dark expression, and the power of aacred melmly 
for a few momenta triumphed over the evil spiriL thut 
troubled bim, 

* fcJweet, sweet and beautifol cousins,' said Sarah,* how 
I da love your faces and your sons^s.' 

' Wo*n aing againj shall wo ?' said little Willy, * 
ively hymn,' 

Come let us join otir cheerful songs, 

When they had ended this^ Si>utb, whose tears • 
starting, hoarsely said, ' Bksa you^ awcet dears ; if ever 
innocence and a cottou-mill went together^ may you be^^ 
innocent still V ^H 

Mrs, Wright, who either from policy or some othei^H 
cause had assumed her wonted composure, gravely ad- 
dressed the widow. ' It has struck nne, mothcrj that a9 
you don't seud tlie little boys to the mill, you might turn 
a good penny out of them by letting them sing ballads ii 
the street-' 

' Or make an engagement at one of the small Ihea 
trea,' added Mrs. Johnson, who seemed to take it quite 
seriously. 

* Never mind their impertinencej' said Charles to thi 
party h** was now pleased to patronize^ ' gire us ofl 
rntrr*' song.' 

* Shall it be the evening hymn ?' asked H^len, 
*■ Not until we have read and prayudj my Igve,' ropHed 

the widow, ho[^ing by this means to introduce tlv<?, tctvi^- 
ture and fam/Jy worship, at least tot outti*^— Va ^^q» 
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words put all in motion. Mrs. Johnson, in a great bu( 
tie, turned to look at the clock, protesling she had no 
notion it was so late ; ami the rf-st took advantage of het- 
rising to show in various waya llieir ulLer disinclinatioi 
to any such procedure. The widow Imd hoped ihi 
Soulh would ^cond her proposal, but he was one of thej 
many who see the disease, and loudly complain uf il 
otiecta, and even talk of the only rtimedy, without desir- 
ing to know anything' experimentally of its power. Sin 
had^ thtiretbre, no alternative but to join iin the genen 
good iiii;ht,and to retire, 

' Granny j' said the youngest boy, as be climbed onl 
er knee, * t!iis Sunday wus not like our Sundays al 

me.' 

* Otily while we were singing,' remarked Mary ; 
*aDd 11 great mercy thut Lhey let us ; for cousin Charles 
V(as like a wild beast^ aud would baye done somebody a 
mischief.* 

* ilusb, Mary, you must not speak harshly of yoi 
poor cousiiii but priiy for him^' 

' Ob,' excIaiDifid Janie8, ' I shall never bear the sight 
of him after the worJs he used to bis mother 1 heard 
thern, and a great scullle too * what were they doing P 

* Au barm was done, my dear. I was indeed sboeked, 
at w^hat you speak of, but it ia the grace of God alone. 
that makes you to differ, so far as you do, from uthei 
who bare not been so well instructed.' 

* So Helen told him/ observed Mary, ' when he got 
into a passion at Charles's ba.d words, I wnader wbj 
Kichard would have done if he heard anybody speak si 
to you, granny ?* 

' D^:o,i- Utcbard V s^aid the widow, glad to cbauj;o thi 
subject, ' I trust this has been a day of peace and blessing 

him.' 

The children took up the themej and went over lh( 

lis of what they suppost^d to have beeu their hrolher^i 

emJJluynlen^s through the Sabbalb hours, Thisresli 

r cheerfulnesa ; and lliey gratefully joined m thos 






exercises wlaicK had been rejected Id the a^ji>im"ng rooin. 
The eveniag hymn, chanted in a low touL', clused the 
day 5 and the children could not repress thdr satiiilkc- 
tion thnt thej were to spend no more Sabbaths in that 
bouse. 

* Mind,' said Mary, as she repaired to her iittle bed, 
* mind, Helou, you call tue ljq good time, as if we were 
going to milk old Buckie's cows.' 

Helen forced a smile. * 1 will, Mary ; and though th( 
streets of M. are not much like our own sea-shore, the 
path of duty is always pleasaatj for the Lord shines m 
wpon it.' ^H 

* 1 think Helen has turned preacher/ said Mary toi^| 
herself, ' I never hearl her talk in this way before. 1 
wonder if the mill people will mind her. If they Jon^P. 
Ireal us with proper respect 1 shall make more ^j|t ' 
ainon^ ihcm ihun all Lhe machines that old South t3lflB| 
of. Oh, it ip *il for want of a little proper spirit that Ine 
work-peopl*» me made slaves of. I can show them a 
Iietti3r plwi '* And the poor child fell asleep to dr^n of 
'•op<^rtvj% ^A' Jeved m an imaginary milk 
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LoKG before morning had broke on the dull miatjr to\f J 
of M. the widow Greeu and her family arose to prajj 
preparatory to the departure ol" the two girls. GJadl] 
^ould the aged womaa have accotiipanied them Lt> 
'most scene of their hiborsp but thisi she had been' 
;d, was out of the question. However, to send 
sin alone through the streets was not to be thought o^i 
and liHer seeing them swallow a few mouthfuls of bread, 
she Lopk Helen's arnij grasped Mary by the handj and 
closely fuUowed by the Uvo boys, who would not remain, 
softly quitted the house. 

The air was frosty, and cousequeutly to them more 
congenial than the foul^ dank atmoHphere that usually^ 
pret'ailtid in those penl-up thoroughlareis. It breathe* 
comparative refresh meat, and imparted sonae buoyaricj 
to their spirits. Helen was entering on her future t; 
with a clearer view of its probable evils than any oth( 
of ttie party had taken ; but strengthened by a determini 
^oa to do find to fiufier uncomplainingly whatever mig! 
bfrfore her. She had spoken truly her prevailu 
ihoii^lit when iTininchnf; the widow^ of the cross tht 
tTVt'ry Christian must needs hear, and of their "past exj 
t^nption from all deserving the name. She now realizei 
iJic itaily taking up of that cross, and her oiily solicltudl 
wuN to hv found following Christ under its burden. She 
would intleed have preferred any species of drudgery 
mmoug tho rural scenes that boated before her mind^a 
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«yej with their endearin;^ recollections, in all ihe height- 
ened beauty of deep contrast ; but had the choice been 
ber"'s she would not for one niomynt have enleHaiiied a 
thought of deserting the post of sacred duty bpside her 
benefactress, for the sweetest di?liffhts of her own loved 
native hamlet. In all Helen's piclures of earthly Lapjti- 
ness, that family ever occupied the forpground ; and an 
enjoyment unsharpd by them waa a drfcani that never eil^H 
tered the affeclioaale girl's imagination, ^| 

Poor Mary, who intended to work such wonders in the 
fectories by her unflinichin^ resktaiice of all aggressive 
doings, did not feci quite so resolute under the chilling 
influence of a raw dark morning, ag when, in hersdug' 
bed, sht? had watched the flickering candle that cast its 
ray on the page her grandmother was studying. Gladly 
would she have been Bpaied the trial that now drcw 
near; but no outward sign of such misgivings was apf^ 
rent. On the contrary, she endeavored to trip with a 
gait as lively as when bounding along the easterc cliff 
towards old Buckle's shed ; hut that was imj^Bible. 
However, she bore up witli a sprightly air, fre"ently 
turning; lo cheer her brothers with the promise of bring- 
^mg home at night a full, true^ and particular account of ^h 
^^■Br expected adventuref^ through the day. ^ ^H 

r ' At length they reached the rnill, and there they foi^^^f 
a pale, sleepy, Uttte crowd, who, like themselves, wer0^| 
somewhat too early, shiverine in the ungenial air, A 
lar^e bmp was burning over the entrance-gate, and the 
morning's light had begun lo throw u doubtful streak 
acro?js the sky, blending with its sickly glare. Matjy 
curious eyes examined the strangers, and some questions 
were directed to Mary, whoise communicative looks in- 
vited them. ' You are too annart,' said a little girl, sur- 
veying her dress j ' I doubt your fins clolhea wonl hoi 
lon^.' 

*■ Fine cloths !' responded Mary, in astonUhmont, ' 
never wore tine clothes in my lifi3 ; and this k my coua- 
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'It*stoo good for the mill,' rejoined the other 5 ai 
the bystanders confirmed her assertion, both by tk 
words and appearance, Mary stoutly mainlained h 
groQud. 'Neatness and cleanliness are never oat 
place,' she said ; * they malte the poorest child look 
spoctable ; and so my granny has often told me.' 

A bui'st of rude laughter followed this speech, aud the 
voice of a grown lad exclaimed, * You'll soon forget your 
granny's sayings, and learn things more to the purpose 
xny fine little madam.' 

The next moment the gate was thrOTVu open, and 
sort of rush ensued, in the midst of which the VYrigh^ 
were seen elbowing tLelr way, Phoebe cast a glaure 
disdain on her relations as she passed, and took no farther 
notice. John nodded ; but Charles, after appan^ntly 
^erlooking thenij and hurrying on, stole back, as if more 
^^n half reluctant to have anything to do with them, 
and in a hesitating manner said, ' I protniBed Sarah to wee 
you uy so come along, for 1 can't stop n minutt*,' 

A^pe door, the widow was told that she must g'O no 
farther, unless she had work in the mill : and so great 
was the press just then, that she scarcely knew how tht? 
girls had been disengaged from her retentive grasp, and 
borne i iward by the living tide^, while she, with the 
hf^'s, was obliged to turn back. Leaving in Mary's re- 
cital the adventures of the former, we will accotnpany 
the latter to their apartment at Wright's, where Lhej 
hastened to pour forth in earnest prayers the solicritnt 
of their hearts for objects so dear to them, launched oni 
scene of which they only knew enough to render thej 
more anxiously curious as to its details. The widoi 
felt so many misgivings, that she clung more closely 
the assurance of being able to withdraw her chihlrd 
whenever she pleased ; and already she was secieth 
weighing the respective merits of diflerent plans, supj 
ing this to fail, as she could not but fear that it wouk 
The dress, language, demeanor of the young pi^opl 
whom she hud. seen at the miil-gatcj was anything bi 
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: arid the muUitude of men and v/omen, 
'lly men, whom she rt^markt'd rrpairtng to iho 
different iactone^j were very urilik<j wLm her fatjcy 
had [jicluR'd ofau industrious, tlinving ptj^ulation. She 
nad lived too long, sad spt'n too much vi' humau nature, 
to eaLt:>ect the abscdce of" vice aiiJ misery In any class, 
mor** especially among the lower orders densely peopling 
a large town: but that enfjtiarin^^ pamphlet, with tha^H 
glovstug represeotations of Mr, Straltoa and his frJe»dj^| 
had spread a coloring over this particular scent iiot no 
easily dispelled, even vih^Ti tiie naked reality hegah to 
force jtst'lf OQ her unwilling porception, confirming the, 
purport of South'a remarks, which slie would fain have 
referre<l to the promptings of a discontented mind. 

Aiter a dull breakiast, the two lilUe boys went to talk 
to Sarah^ who was not well enough to leave her bed.i 
and Mrs. Green at once commenced iin earnest and serv 
ous, though afFecLiuiiate, remonstranc'^ with her diiugh- 
trr, oa lliL! evident neglect of parental dutic^y, whit;h could^^ 
only iasue in the ruin of her children. Thf repr^nta«i^H 
tiou was silently heard to its closing appeal, which re-^^ 
fcrred to the diiTeienl line of conduct pursued by the 
speaker lowar*Js her own family when yoim^. ' 1 know 
that Voiy well, mother/ answered the olhtT, somewhat 
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^yapftejird j 'and I'm surti no children evm' had kinder or 
Bm^ter parents than we ; but a country hf- makes things 
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come easy enough that one canH think of doing id 
town.' 

' If yon mean those things that I imve ;d!iulpd tt>, scrip- 
loral teachings prayer, and watchfulness over the young ; 
sutv^ly they ary rendered even riior*^ ni'uessary where 
templationw abound, iis they phiiidy do hrrc.' 

' Ay, hut you can't keep your eye on thf children, as 
you do In the country.' 

* Supposint^ it to be so, Sally, ou^hl not that to maki 
you mort^ dii)2;<nt in teachintr them io r^membpr tha 
the cyt; "f God is i>t?ver withdrawn — 'duiiL \.vi \'i,*i\*i^ 
^K>at their patly ami spiel h out "iW v\^^^*lT w^-^j?-'. w 
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that no darkness can cover them from his plerci 
sight V 

' It would not be enoagh that I chose to teachj if 
didn't chofjse to learn.' 

The widow felt that she who uttered this remark 
& living Illustration of its truth ; however, she pcrdever- 
ed. ' You, my daughter, have one part to perform, they 
another. God requires of you ts> point out to your chil- 
dren the way they should go : and whelber they will 
hear, or whether they will forbear, you sire bound to tell 
tliem their duty.' 

Mrs. Wright grew impatient ; she began to fidget, 
look at the clock, and to mutter inaudibly : her motht 
resumed* * My dear child, 1 will not detain you long; 
1 am about to remove from your house, and our future 
meetings may not be so frequetit as 1 wish. Only give 
me tliis satisfaction, before I leave you : promise that you 
TTill ask help from above in the very difficult work you 
have too iong neglected, of directing and guiding thofl^H 
poorjkuQg people J ^| 

' What*a the good of asking; for what I could not ufce^ 
if I had it V she said, peevishly, 

* He who givea the help will also enable you to use 
it.' 

^ Mother, it's all folly to begin now, 1 have such 
set to deal with, that you might as easily turn this ol 
table into gold as alter them for the better. You si 
the way that undutiful fellow treated me yesterday,^ 

•^It was a dreadful scene: but had you eommeadi 
htin and yourself to the divine care fov^he day? 01 
Sally, had you honored the Sabbath iu God's house 
your owEi, and as fiir as in you lay, constrained your fa 
ly to do the same, Satan would cever b&ve obtalnt 
anch an advantage here* 

Mrs. Wright now became irritiited : * Pll tell you my 
mtnd fairly, mother ; bad as it was, I'd rather have it 
than make niy house tbe gloomy pliice you would w 
/]f to be — ^/riJed with long faceSi and dismal voicosj 
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ing out melancholj psalms, and lexis, amJ prayers all 
day long : breaking dowo the naturai spirits ol' the chil- 
dren.' 

Just then, a sound i&sued from the other room, of twtt 
merry voices carolling a hvely rural ditly, accompaDiec 
by Sarah's laugh. The widow^^ conaidermg this the bea 
answer to her daughter's coaj-se and unjust remajka, r 
mained silent* 

' Well, mother, I'm sere you meaa it all kindlyj' b 
Mrs. Wright, returning from the cupboard, to which 
she had goDe in some haste, * but stay a few weekSf 
and you'll understand the difierence better thaa you do 
now.' 

^ I cannot understajid better than t do now that we 
must all appear before the judgtneat*scat of Christy to 
give accouQt of the things done in the body. Oh that 
could peTsande you, nrty poor Sally, to taste and see ho 
gracious the Lord is to those who call upon him — how 
pleasant is that service whtch you accounl hard and se- 
vere : and what great gaija there is iu the godliness 
which you despise.' 

* Mind me now, mother t if you dqu't make something 
of those hoys, by settino; them to work, all the gaina of 
your godliness won't keep you long from beggary.' 

* 1 Intend them to work, because idleness i& sinful and 
dangeroua : and because we are bound to seek God's 
help in the way of honest industry, not that of slothful 
expectation ; but I wilt not place them in a factory yet-,' 

* Do as you please : you'll find you must*' 
The widow now w^ent to take leave of the poor girl, 

»m she found lookiog much more animated, and w" 
ilcotDcd her most eagerly. 

* Dear granny, I am sorry and not soiry for your ^i 
away, I cannot bear to part with you all : but you w 
be more comfortable in a place of your own.' 

* We will often come to see you, my dear: and now 
fceJ! roe, Sarah, do you k^ow who has ^SSas^flA ^^x^ 
ihmP 
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* It was psirtly doue by ihe. machine, ma'am, and 
ly by the ov^'rLooker that used to sftrap me and kick tm 
when I used lo gtl loo tired io work.' 

A chill KfPfjt over the widow as she thought of liei 
dear children ; but she went on ' * That was not mi 
meaning, my love : who d^ you think has ordered thei 
al!lit;tioris for you V 

Sarah rcmamtd gileiit^ looking perplexed, Willy &aidi 
in a soft tone, '■ It. was God, cousin.' 

^ I don^t believe it wasj' she quickly answered, turnii 
her full eyes upon him. 

' Why Qot /* said James. 

' Because Helen Fleetwood told me that God is vei 
good ; aud I don^t think he 'would order me to be hurt 
this way V 

The two boys looked at their grandmather, who, 
greatly affected, «;aid, *My dear childj God's mercies 
often come to us in 9 very strange shape ; and I trust you 
■will yet find that even these luirts were ordered by hla|^ 
great goodness, for your everlasting; benefit.' ^M 

* Hush V said the gir!, glancing to Ihe door, where her^^ 
tnother now appeared to ask whether a neighbor, who 
had a leisure hour, should assist in removing the lug- 
gage : the ofli_^r was gladly accepted, and In another hour 
the party had entered their new abode. 

The lublc was scarcely spread for dinner before Helei 
and Mary hastened in, their clothes already somewhs 
the worse for a few hours wear in a itiHl^ but will 
fresh color, smilinc; faccs^ and excellent appetites, * 01 
how nice,' cried Mary, * to have a home of one's ow) 
igain : and how neat you have made it look V She ws 
soon assailed with questions, to which she replied, thi 
she liked the mill ^i^atly, hut would not begin her story 
then, as they had only a quarter of an hourj some cleai 
ing being required before they went to work &gain. A( 
cordingly dinner was soon dispatched^ and away ihej 
ran, with an alacrity that dissipated much of the widow's 
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Mary Gommpaced her promisftj reci^H 
tal. * When CKarles Wrrjlit hurri'^d us away IVom you^^ 
granny, 1 was so dizzy with Ihe crowd aboot us lint 1 
hardly knew liow -wa managed* llh! beliared clvilJyj 
for hinij aud took us to a, man and STiid sornclhin,^ : and 
tbe man bade us comt* along with him. So Chaiks lei 
u», and we went on, and all I Lould make out was tba; 
shonid be a piecener.' 

* What is a pieceuer?' said James 

* Oh, you'li bear presently. Well^ afterc^oing throut 
a gond many places that 1 could make iittk owt of, 
was so dark, and we wa.]k*?d so fast, we came to a roomJ 
and the man put me in there^ and went off with HpJf^nj 
before I knew what I was al>oul, and what a sight 1 saw ? 
Nothing ever frightened me so much.' 

* Why, you said nobody should frighten you in thd 
mills,* remarked Willy. 

* Nobody did frighten me , though the man that took 
me from the other, looked as cross and spoke as gruff 
old Buckle ; but only thmk^ hoys^ what it muat be tosc< 
erer so many great big things, frames upon ciarnagoi 
on each side of the roonij walking vip to one another, 
and then wallting back again, with a huge wheel at th( 
end of each, and a big man turning it with all his mighl 
and a lot of children of all si^ca keeping before the frame- 
going backwards and forwards, pleccning and scavenging^ 
wby^ we all stared yesterday, when that Mr, Sonlh suit* 
there was no sitting down ; but nobotly would even thinl 
of it. Move, movpj everything moves. The wheels 
and the frames are always gf^i^gj ^^<J ^^^ little reels twirl 
Touml as fust as ever they cim ; and the pulleys, and 
chain;fl, and great iron worlcs over-head, are all mo^'ing;^ 
and the coltoa moves bo faat that it is hard to piect? i 
quick enough ; and there is a great dust, and such a! 
noise of whirr, whirr, whirr, that at first I did not know 
whether I was not stanHing on my head,' 

' How funny I ' said James, taughing, ' Wt Ni\\ai n«%* 
your work like?' 

a 
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^^P * Why, you see, the frame goes sloping wp ao, aud the 
^^D6ttom edge is not so high as this little table : and the 
upper edge ha.s ^ot two rows of iiUle rollers, antl over 
tnem sevt-ral other raws llmt stund uji ; and tliere are ^H 
great many coUoii threads reaching fi-ooi the hotlum t9^ 
the top of the frame; and while the machine moves 
aboutj the threads go ruoning up, and twist around the 
little rollers above. Now tht threaJa btriogthin and dm 
they ofteD break, and I have to keep a grtai watoh, to g(i\ 
hold of the two ends when one brcaksj and put them t( 
gelherj the same as in spinning.' 

* It is spinning;,' said Hedt-n, 

,' Ypsj it is ; but not a bit like Mrs. Barker's wheel and^ 
distaff, with only one thread to mind. The man at th^ 
wheel is the spinner, and when the? frame coines up the 
room he has to set his hand against it and push it backj 
which la pretty hard wodt. The joinhj^, or piecening^™ 
is easy enougb when yo^ get used to it* fl 

' And what is scavenging?' 

'Ob, that iiiatle mti laugh. You see, bits of cotton 
wool will ijlick to the thread, and they mustn't goon the 
reels; ao there is a little giri huddled up under the frame 
and she snatches off all the loose tvooI, and throws it 
down so fast ! and when the maebiue runs back, if tho 
little scavenger did not bob and duck, and get very low^ 
she would have a tine knock on the head.' 

' Poor thing V said Helen, ' she can never stretch hei 
self out, hardly; and she is almost choked and smothei 
ed in the diist of the light cottott bits that she has to 
and scatter about her.' 

' I did not think of that,^ replied Mary, * it amused 
to see lier so frightened and all in ft bustle, so I laughc< 
and tbe spinner laughed to see me 5 and he is like ol< 
Buckle, not so cross as he looks.' 

' Did the scavenger laugh ?' asked Jatnes. 

'No; she seemed angr^'j and muttered: I am sorry P 
wtia so tboughtlessj granny, I will not laqgh any more ut 
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*I hope not, my tiear: all this is new to you, but yo 
may find it very fatiguing before long ; and then lio 
would you like to be laughed at by others V 

* Nobody shall laugh at me.* 
'You could not prevent it, Mary. Remembex how 

often 1 have told you^ that the choice of what we are to 
be and to su^r is not iu our own hands. It becomes us 
all, at ail times, to submit humbly to whatever God sees 
fit to lay upon us ; and to help our companions to do the 
same.* 

' Yes, granny, I will always submit to God \ but 1 
need not let my fellow-crcatures doinineerover inc.* ^| 

* If the Lord makes them the means of aHlicting uSy^l 
Maiy^j it is to Him we submit. But we may niit reason 
about itj since we have a positive command, '* Submit^ 
yourselves one to another." " Be dothedwith bumility.'S^B 
'* Resist not evil," There are many more such paasagei^^ 
in the Bible.' 

Mary said nothingj but she looked unconvinced. Helen 
remarked, ' There is no resisting in a mill, for nobody 
can stop die great wheels always kept going by tlie st^am 
My work is among much bigger machines than Mary's, 
in the cording roomj where the cotton is pulled out and 
prepared for the spinners,' 

* Do you walk about V asked Willy. 

'Yes, a good deal. There is plenty of bustling, and 
crowding, and hurrying, hut the work does not seem very 
hard. Fha;be Wright is lu the same room.' ^^ 

' Is she civil T' Mary inquired* ^H 

* I hope I shall do nothing to make her otherwise,' aaJH 
swered Helen: and the widow felt that the questjoti had 
been evaded, In fact Phoebe could not restrain for a 
single day her bad feelings against the gitl whom she had 
ficolfingly introduced aniong her new companions as a 
mit^lity great saint ; who sang |>salms by ihe w*ay of i)ay- 
ment for above a dozen years' hoard, lodging, snd cloth- 
ing, which a silly old woman Imd given Uiv aX t.Ke, eih.- 
pMTtse of her own ^jrandchildreUj tiit>vf ^mcti ^wX'^^'h 
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respectable home In the country, and work in the fact* 
Wes toi' bread* The first part i>f the iQrormaLioti of cdui 
exiiiLoJ much laughter, the latter no less indignatioi 
aii<l poor HeUin fount] herself at ouce markeil out for tl 
contempt and dislike of the people around her. SI 
hoprd it might wear oif ; but whatever ensued she re-" 
golrcd m the strctij^j^th of the Lord to suhmit, and never 
to n^iit ve her friends by coniinunicating the trial to whici 
their kinswoman had subjected her* 

I3ut as timo wore on, tliis was mare cllfficuh than sr 
had anticipated ■ for Helen Fleetwood, with all her ad- 
vai]ta;j;cs, was^ooly a poor frail mortal, like others. Oftei 
did this (determination of keeping her mouth aa with 
bridle, while the wicked was before her, cost a moa 
severe struggle ; often did the silence she was constrai 
ed to keep from j^ood words lill her with pain and grtef^ 
Wien she had once or twicp attempted to reason wit! 
her persecutors on scripturu! grounds, and found thatherj 
lemoDstraQces werf received with shouts of derision, andj 
her quotations from holy writ hlasphemoiisly parodied bj 
a few who, bfin^ the worst, of course took the lead,sh( 
felt that in this mstnncc the pearU were trampled und* 
feet by beinijs ready to turn and rend her, andsheforbon 
to inflame their bitter hoatilily. Yet her compassionat 
heart longed to repeat what might, she thought, he bless 
ed io some poor children around her. The majority ol 
her immediate: companions wore of h^rown aud Phoibe^ 
age, and seemingly hardened past all fear or sshanie j hut 
sonie interesting and modest-looking little girls wei 
min2;led among thpin. Her greatest annoyance howevei 
by far^ was from the boyp, who were often set ou to ini 
suit her in w^ays more trying than the rest. Still si 
endured, as seeing Him who is invisible; hut when re^ 
ttirninT; to her home, when meeting the atTeelionate smih 
of its beloved and loving inmates, most galling was thi 
restraint that withheld her from claiming their ready symJ 
palhy. It would have been so soothing to tell out heP 
^oiTow £i> that maternal tHeiwi, and to listen to the sira.- 
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pie but sweet comforts that even the children could sup- 
ply. James would have found many an appositf ttixt ii| 
his Bihlft, avid Wilty have repeated or sang lo her ih 
hymns most suitable to such a case. Bui she saw t 
burden gradually increasing on her best earthly friend 
she discerned in Mary a growing spirit of discontent am 
disobetlience ; and she resolved, instead of adding he 
calamities lo the general stock, to take a double share 
tlioae which oppressed her benefactress. 

One week was sutiicient to developc thus far Helen's 
position in the mdi. Mary's was worse, inasmuch as 
she wanted the wisdom and the strength fliafc Helen de- 
rived from on high. Impetuosity, self-coalidence and 
irritability, were the little girl's preyailijig disadvantages ; 
her excessively open temper, and love of talk, renderecL 
them evident to all about her, while her unsusjjtctin 
warmth of heart made it easy to win Mary's afiection, 
and to impose on her credulity. A little flattering went 
far with her^ if so adminlsttired as lo Biiit her natural love 
of pre-eminence i no child perhaps was hardei' to drive, 
hut none more easily led^ It may be supposed that such 
a character invited the various attacks of those who, 
amid thesameni?3S of their disagreeable empIoyment,were 
glad of anything to diversify the sfiene : of others, who 
fell nettled at what frequently assumed the appearance, 
of a coascious superiority over themselves ; and of Ihit 
numerous class whose inherent love of mischJefj or de- 
sire to reduce all lo their own low \&vA of morality, in- 
duced them tc "ssail a new comer with temptalionsj 
mocks, or malicious ill-otfices, jiast as occasion or their 
own caprice might prompt. To say that all her com- 
panions beloaged lo one or another of these descriptioi^s 
would be saying too much ; but whatever good leaven 
there might be in the lump, was hidden ben^^th the 
abounding evi', and worked unseen, as to any intUience 
□ the ma^iH. , 

The widow, as yet, saw notluTi^ ^S. ??l\*Oca%"; ^Awi-i 
were carefully liiddeti, and aa >^i& -^qiitA ^ 
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Httle Marj' had at present taken up was that of a very raiM 
&nti perfect example among her comrades, she sustained 
the character at hQmt^ Avith sume succ^ess : but the ol« 
lady was begin&iDg to see that a lUe of idkness woulBJ 
prove equally inj^irious to her boys with one of jnorM 

feaejiil exposure : already they had made some unsuttag 
It! acquaintance in the alreetjforshp coiddnoL cage thernl 
like birds in a narrow apartment— and Ly sundry pranM 
within doors had added force to the landlord's remarksl 
on the folly of keeping them * like horu gentkrnenj ^vith] 
nothing to da 'Tis no concern of mine, mfstreag,' hw 
added, 'but you seem such a respectable, iadustnou*] 
body yourself, and too sensible for any silly pride, that !1 
do wonder you can't see the mischief of spoiling the ladsg 

Ht life.' ] 

'' But I want to find some other way of living for them^ 
ther than the milb ; and if 1 don*t, next week 1 shall 
send them to school.' 

* Well, maVm, y*>« are the Iiest judge ; but you must 
pay pretty b*ir|i for a school whure they can learn more 
than ifiey know now ; and I can't see the use of gmng 
over the same things twice. Boys get as idle at school 
B9 anywhere else, when they've no more to learn. As 
for employment, if you have Iriendii among the gentry, 
not being mill-owners, yuu mny get ihcm into some ser- 
vice : or with a good round sum, you can bind them to 
a trade. But, as I said, 'lis no business of mine ; and as 
long ns I get my rent, yon-re all heartily w eleome under 
Doy'roof.' ^^ 

The last word sank deep \ for the rent of such res- 
pectable phices was hi^h ; and the widow had made 
some ealcuhxtions that proved they must all, ere htng, 
work for their daily subsistence. The Saluiday after- 
noon brought in the earnings of the two jy;ir]s ; and 
she full It was unjust to let them labor alone for Lhe 
whole family. She, thercfrire, spoke to her landlord, 
who readily proinisod to obtain admission forWiily into a 
m'/k^mill ■ and pJoasod at wliat \\c coti^\Aett4 ^ "v tT^ v^-cv* 
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sible use of the advice he had giveHj the old gentleman 
offered to procure a Jittk work at soma sort of simple 
manufacture, sut'h 114 tiettitig, for Jatuc^s to do at hoiTie, 
untU she could make up her miDd to engage him also. 
The Sahbath found tliem all most thankful to enjoy its 
privileges unmolested \ and poor Helen especially longe 
for the refug;e of those courts of ihe Lord's house whic 
were doubly and trebly endtart-d lo lier by the last ff^v 
days* experience, and the too just aEtlclpatiou of what 
Tra& yet to come. 

In the course of the week Mrs. Green had found 
Sunday-school far superior to that which slio had bcfoKp 
seen, and a ministry better suited to her need. Of both, 
these the party availed themselves, and had scarcely fin 
ished their comfortable mealj and entered upon the awee 
subject of their village home and absent brother' — wheu 
they were surprised ny a tap at the door, followed by the 
entrance of Charles VVright, who civilly asked whether 
his coming waa an interruption. ' The addition of another 
of my grand-children to our Sunday party must be a 
welcome one,' replied (he widow, drawing a seat near 
her own for this unexpected guest ; who, after paying 
some complimentg on the very neat and pretty abode, 
proceeded with no small embarrassment to open his com 
mksioD. 
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* First, then, grmidmolher,' said Charles, * mother is 
very sorry she hadn't time to pay you a visit yet.' 

' I did not ex[ject it, my dear : 1 knew it waa a busy 
week with her an well as with me,' 

' All right : ' responded the lad, whost^ affectation of 
the man was rendered mare uncouth by hia appearance, 
and the strange contrast it funned to the real manliaess 
of Richard, who never aspired to be nnore than a boy ; 
' All right } but, ma'am, everybody is not so reasonable, 
and there's poor Sarah fretting like a tool about it. 
Nothing will serve her but the fancy that we've :ill quar- 
relled, though we told her you were ill, and all sorts of 
lies, to pacify her.* 

The GietQS were horrified, and shrank back as this 
unprincipled declaration >vaa made, f vidoiitly on purpose 
to shock thenn, but the widow's steady gazK seemed to 
abasli the young proiligate, who hastily added^ ' We want- 
ed to keep her from making herself ill ; but she set her 
heart upon sending a niea^age to you, and getting an an- 
s%ver ; and so to save the ninny any ftirlher moaning I 
cauie about it myself.' 

Ail the party aow looked complacently at ihelr guest : 
James sidled up to him, and saidj * I do like you for being 
so kind lo poor Sarah.' 

* All very fine, my little gentleman-at-large,' replied 
/Ae other, with a patronising sUoke qC the boj's h£?ad. 
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' But what is ihe message you have been so kind as 
|o bring us ?* asked the wiilov^", 

* 'Pi:)ii honor, 1 Lelipve I've furgcit it \ Oh — ay — let's 
see ; 'tis precioua iionkciise 1 know. All, 1 remember 
now ; Ti'by it seems you'd a kick-up last Stinduy with old 
South couccrnlai; some ^vord tbat yuu couldnH aj^rce 
about' 

'iL was gospel,' interruptrd Willy: * Mr, South said 
it meupt truth, and ml' Lold him it meant guod news.' 

' Ami ^0nny proved that il was boLb,' addled James. 

'Bravo, bright memories!' i:-xclaimi.d Mt, Charles,) 
theatrically, ' tbere'^ nothing like rustic genius. WtUj 
grandmother, the poor girl's fancy wtxa tickled by this 
learned debate^ and she wants you to send her word by 
me why this same gospel^ whatever it may be, is good 
news.' 

painfully disgusting as was the stiidted, sneering levity* 
of the boy, bis message rejoiced thera all. The widow 
began, in her most striking and allL^ctionate manner, to 
give such a reply as she deemed i^uttable no less to his 
fosc thim to Sarah^s; hut after a minute hu stopped 
her. 

' Oh, mercy, ma'am I sureJy you don't expect my poor 
knowl»*dge-box to huld all this^ and to carry it safe 
tlirouirh the streets all the way home without s^illin'r ! 

Mako the answer as short as you can : anythiug will do . 

for that simoktou,' ^H 

* Charles, said the old lady, kindly but solemnly, * ^^U 
cannot allow you thus to jest and trirte with u subject so ' 
awful — a subject no less important to you than it is to 
Sarah and to us. You have done a most brotherly thing 

in coniitig here on such an errand : do not spoil all by 
your tin-Mnitable behavior.' 

Th(! boy colored with anger, and seemed about t( 
rise; but did not. Suddenly reeollecting himself, h< 
said, * Come ! do it your own way, and Pi! Lake down th< 
heads : * then producing a bit oC pt'nciV^, Ut^ tj^^vcwt^ nS 
coYvr of a dirty sonsj-book, so as Vo i\%ipV4N >X\*i 'tsw 
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oflN^nsii^e lliinc^s tliat were already scrawleii on it. The 
widuw fiiinily closed the disgraetful voluniCj and laying 
Upon it a piece of clean paper, said, ^Now, proceed to 
make your notes.' 

Aflecting to suppress a laugli, and putting on a fai 
of mock gi-avity, he looked up for hia insLructions. 

* Wci arc all sinners,' couimenced the ■widow, rcprejis 
ing, by a look whicK she had seldom "worn, ihc jeer t] 
sotoied about to pass his lips : ^ we hare the eye of 
all-seeing, all-holy God continually upon us; and every 
thought of our heart is known to him. Pride, falsehood, 
uncieanness, intemperance, wrath, envy, aJl these are 
terribly sinfnl : and &o is every act, every word, every feel- 
ing, that is not according to the holy will of this just God,' 

It was evident that Charles, though he scribbled away, 
was not taking it down faithfully r but he could not help 
hearing it, and with ibis she resolved to be content. 

'The wao^es of sin is dteath: God has declared it; and 
that death is not the end of an existence, but an eternity 
of torment hereafter. 

* Every one of us has sinned : every one lica und 
this condemnation. 

* When we were thus helpless, thus condemned, Gi 
accepted a ransom for our guilty snuls,»even the precious 
blood of His only 8ouj who became man that he might 
suflVf and die on the cross for our itii(juities. 

' This sacrilice is sutficient before God, lo atone ft 
all the sins of all the sinners upon earth, from the cf 
tion to the judgment-day: hut it is only made elli^ct 
to them diat believe, and come repentingly to ask it 

'We are so blinded and hardened by sin that wp c 
neither believe nor understand, nor serve God, witho 
the aid of the Holy Spirit : and this aid js given to 
who for Christ's sake implore it. 

'Christ having sufiered for our sins, and risen from the 
dead, now lives at the right hand of God, to intercede 
for ua: and all manner of sin and blasphemy &ball befor- 
gjve^ to tbem who come to God by Him,' 
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The pflpr^ry, the vtracity wilh which the old woman 
dtlailed these impartant heads af ttoctrinej spefLLing de- 
libpralely, and pausing alter f ach, ishile htr hiiiid plared 
on His arm seemud anxious both to arrest his atimtion, 
and to direct his movtments^ quite overawed for a mi>- 
inent even the dissolute young scoffer, whom sliv address- 
ed. At length he looked up, and with aomeivliat of his 
usual peHness rpfnctrkedj ' So then, thia is all the good 
news we have had such a fuss iibout .■" 

' Not all,' roplifd Mr^. Green : ' but this is enough of 
it to make you happy no^ and for ever, if you receive it 
bto your heaft by fu-illi.' 

* Oh, many thanks to you, it ia no afikir of mine : the 
siJJy girl yonder sent me upon a fool's errand, ihat^a all. 
However, I am much obliged to you, ina^am,' he added 
more rcspectCully, * tor the trouble you've taken. 'Tis 
one thing to answer a question ^vhen a body asks you, 
and aiiothur to come preacJiing into people's house 
whetltcT tln^y ^ill or no.' Then ciumpling the paper,' 
and thruitin^ it into his pocket, he shook bands with the 
old lady, nodded to the rest, and placing his hat on one 
side ol' hLs head, walked out, whistling a jig. 

* Vm K^^d he came,' remarked James ; * and to tell the 
truth I'm glad be is gone.^ 

' I wishi'd him a hundred iniles ofF,' said Mary, *till 1 
found he brought a message from poor dear Sarohi He 
iuterrupted us talking about Richard ; and indeed if I 
Trasn't thinkina; of Kichard, Charles would always put 
trie in mind of hicn.' 

* How euu 3'ou say so, Mary,' exclaimed Helen ; ' how 
cttn Charles Wright possibly remind you of our own de 
Richard V 

* Just the same, Helen, as a dark, dull winter'^ day » 
this foggy town miikeis me think the more of the war: 
bright sunshine of our morning walks by tJie sea-sidi 
with tlie little waves dancing to the tunes the bin, 
Wig.' 

' But ivmeitiber^ my lovCj'* said il\e w\t\ov; ,'* SN^aN.^ 
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you cotnplam of, both in the place and in your cousin, 




owing to the absence of ligbt. The bright sun in ilie fi 
mnment eaonoE liiirt his raya through the thick: m\<is th 
hiinj^ over ihh town^ or it wduU be yery dJHLrent 
neitber does the brighter Sun of Righteousoyss sbia 
upon poor Charles to drive away the unlovely tiarktiess 
from his character.^ 

* Cliarlea is ugly enough/ observed Mary ; ' bul Sar 
is much worse crippled tJian he ; yet I tliiak her quite 
l>eauty when ^he looks so land at us, and thaiilu U3 f< 
showing her any Hult* kinduesa, and asltii questions abou 
the Lord Jeaug. Well, I ho|>ti now wc shall have tl 
rest of the Sunday to oorsclves,' 

But Ibis wish was scarcejy uttersd when another tap 
at the door ushered in Mr. South. 

* Glad to find you so comfortable at last, neighbors v 
I thought I'd conn? in for a bit of cha( ; but 'twas htird to 
make out your lodging. 1 met Charles Wright in the 
next street; he told me he had no idea where you l[ved,' 

'Oh, what a wicked story-teller he is,' cried iMary, 
* why he has just left ue.' 

' Ay,' mutteced the visitor, with a shrug, ' that^s fac 
tory morals ; he didn't like me to suppose he had bee 
in such good company.' 

' It was owing to you that he came here, Mr. South, 
said Helen, ' and I dare say granny will tell you 
about it.' 

Thankful for such an opening, the widow took 1 
hint, and succeeded in making her new friend liatnii to 
pretty fall statement of truths that he would as williuj^l; 
have been excused from hearing j but ahe was not on* 
of the inconsistent Christians who put their caudle undt 
;a bushel when those who most need to have the ligl 
placed before them enter into the house. As a guest 
other places she was necessarily sometimes under com-j 
pamtive restraiut, and therefore she preferred h*^- oi 
home, where full liberty of speech prevaUed on tbr sul 
jet^t most imptMrtant j cotttentiag herself with the cowrh 
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doD that those who loved the theme would enjoy it|^| 
while those who loved it not, were in th^i way of profit^i 
il* they stayed, and free to depart when they chose. 

South, however^ came to talk about the mlllSj and 

resolved to let the old lady have her aay first, in ihe hope , 

that she would then Hston lo Kim. He was disappointed ^^M 
for wheU} on her coiniug to the cad of her kcture', he^^ 
began his discourspj she initdty hut dodsiveJy interrupted 
him. * Excuse me, neighbor^ but this being the day of 
rest frotri worldly labor, we must hallow il by shutting 
out all worldly thoughts and aiibjefts too. If you will 
jom us in reading and conversing over the Bible, in our 
hymns and prayer, we shall be most happy to have you 
make one of our party : if not, don't be otlended, neigh- 
bor* that we must go on, even if it be the meaas of our 
losing your compajiy.' 

'.Oh, tfitt'am, I'm sure it would be a great pleasure to 
me to join you in all those good things, if you think a 
little rational talk so wicked on Sunday ; but I have out- 
stayed my lime already, and must bid you good bye.* 

* Dt'ar granny,' said Helen, 'how glad 1 am you j^ot. 
tiim to listen so lont^. Poor man ! I fear he hu9 a veryj 
uncomfortable homC) and that was why 1 wels so boldaa 
to speak about Cbarlea' message.' 

' If he tells it again/ remarked IVfary, * Charles will 
get finely laughed at, and that will make him more 
spite^l than ever.* 

'Then perhaps I did wrong,' said Helen, looking dis- 
tressed- 

' No, my dear child, you did perfectly right. It is our 
duty to use whatever opportunities God gives ug of being 
faithful to otheWj for their good consequences belong to 

* Vou know, granny, the apostle warns «3 against doin^ 
evi] that good may ensue ; but I am airaid 1 oftei) hold 
back from doing good for fear evil may ensue — that is 
somclhiog unpleasant to njy5*:^lf or lo V.\^e VVo^e..'* 

*Wesre^i tempted to do tliat^ HevS v^^ ^^ 

- ' — ' 
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pray to He made valiant for the trtith, and never to stiink 
from declaring it. Tbe fc&i of man often bringeth 
snare.' 

Helen deeply felt that it did ; and she laid up in hi 
heart the counsel now given hy the friend viho little 
kne\r what was parsing in her thoughts. She hud, 3t 
the moment of speaking to South, heen almost withheld, 
irotti the apprehension of a. fresh burst of malignity on 
the part oi' Phcebe, if he should rejieat it at Wright's ; 
bat she overcame the suggestion, and boldly called forth 
what she hoped wo old profit the poor man, He was 
not an ill-natured person ; and though on the same afler- 
jaoon he saw some of the family, nothing passed his lijjs 
on Ihe subject. Our poor cotlagers, meanwhile, enjoyed 
their Sabbath exerci^s in peace ; attended an evening 
setYiccj and closed the most comfortahlc day they had 
yet pasaed in M- with the miited voice of tuneful praise. 
I Next day, the landlord brought tidings of %^'hjil he 

called fine luck : there was an excellent opening for Wiliy 
in a silk-mill not very far off, and the pei^on under whose 
charge he would he was a iriend of his own. ' Juat the 
BOrt of man for you, Mi^. Green ; for when I went to his 
house last night, they were singing psalms as loud as they 
could bawl, and 1 bad to come away without seeing him : 
however I met him this mornmg, and he^s ready for thai 

^y\ 1 

This was an inducement not to he slighted, and when^ 
OD a short interview^ the widow found Mr. Parldns a 
serious man, with every appearance of being what t 
landlord represented hiinj she committed Willy to 1 
charge ; while James was half reconciled to remain 
home by the old gentleman's assurance that he was 
have some very nice employnient, which was leaHz 
the Aexl day by his bringing in a few tools, with sundr; 
bits of wood, and iiistruetin^ the boy how to set abi> 

Kdcing small article* for sale. 
The widow Misited her daughter; but Saruh, aft 
eJj sutler! ugfri&d been ordetad an opiate, anti m:\>, 
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a ^und sleep. She therefore got do information as to 
the result of Cliarles* mission, of which his mother evi- 
deolly know nothing, by her apologizing for not one of 
the fitmiiy ever going to see them yet. Mrs. Wright 
seemed sulky and dowiicast, und the mantier in which 
she received a present that her mother insisted on mak- 
ing, in return for the trouble and expense incurred by en- 
lertainiog so large a party, proved that money was jusl 
then highly acceptable. She brightened up as soou as 
the gift, after many pretended objectionaj was safely de- 
posited in her tea-caddy, and hecame so sociahle that the 
widovr hoped to lead her to listen to fipiritual counsel ; 
but here, as usual, she was disappointed. 

We must now leave them, to take apeepiolo the mill 
of the Messrs. Z, 

Mary had described the spinner lo whose wheel Ket 
frainij was attached, as looking equally cross with old 
Buckle, but bein^, like him, better than hi^ looks. This 
Was true ; the poor man was soured by a life of extrente 
labor^ and his health so materially ailected as to increase 
the gloom of his countenaQce ; but he was nof habitually 
til-t*?mpered. With the rest, he could enjoy any vaiie^ 
in his monotonotts path ; and Mary was so unlike all her 
companions, tha.t she adbrded him frequent amusement- 

The little scavenojer whose feelings the thouffhttes* 
girl had hurt on the first day was now become her spe- 
cial proteg<i ; and wo to the person who should inflict 
any needless annoyapce on Raty Malony ; such wo at 
leastas Mary Green's most eloqm^ntand energeticrebukea 
could inflict. She had, for a wonder, met with a hoart 
quite a.s warm as her own, a poor, persecuted, solitary 
child, simple as a babe tn the cradle, but sendtive to an 
extraordinary degreoj and gifted with that power of at- 
tachment which, like the ivy to its supporting oak, clings 
round the ohj^^et of its grateful veneration, and would 
rather perish than !»e torn from it. Besides, poor little 
Katy had been struck by t}]e respectib^ (irass ^tvi. ^ 
porUaeDt o( the aew ^iteceiier, and tc&d!^ 'fvSi^st^\t 
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degree of deference fjuite delightful to Mary Green, wl> 
although she woulJ have beenrtially distressed attheidi 
of heing thought proiid, had more than the tiverage sba 
of ihaL corrupt princi|jlc within^ and dearly lovcil to 1 
regarded aa & auperior. The exprtssiou of Kaly's u 
lifted eycSj as she peered through the whirliwg Ihrca 
at her cumiJanion above, and the pretty soft brogue, i 
accent quite new lo her protector, iw which she utten 
* Miss Mary, nia^am,' were more gratify in^ to her thi 
she was aware of, from the deep resptci whiclithey 
plied : while the z^^alous devotion of the scavenger 
pickidg from Mary*s can the woolly particles that ofL( 
covered iLh eonteuta^ to the toial neglect of her own po 
porttorij and the eagenit^ss with which she volunteerpd 
every possible good oiCco, showed that love was the root 
from whence all sprang. 

Kaly'a extreme simplicity, together with some oce 
fiional mistakes which they were pleased to call Iri 
bullsj rendered her quite a butt to those around he; 
She happened to he the only one of her race in that 
of the rofen ■ and having but lately con^e over, that 
about a year before, she was considered fair game f< 
the very poor witlicisma of her neighbors, whose at 
tempts at correcting the Irish p;irl's phrtiseology som 
times diverted Mary beyond Ixwnds *, for she was toi 
•well iflstructed not to discern that the teachers were 
quently further astray from accuracy than the pupi 
This she failed not to point out, often with so mud 
huinor as quite lo overset the spinner's gravity, and 
provoke unmeasured resentment on the part of the mo; 
tified persons, which they usually contrived to wro 
upon poor KaLy, as the most effectual way of maki 
Mary excessively angry. Her occasional reports 
these matters, cautiously as they were given, convinc 
her grandmother that she was in a very unsEife positi 
between the two parties, as I'egarded her own hunuJi 
and forhearanca; but Katy became, from her recitals, an 
object of sucipintereat to the household j that no one 
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coiiid wish t<j check Mary in het generous line of ccmh 
duct towards the poor desolate little creature. 

There was a presa of work j nobody could afford to 
go home lo breakfast, even of thojse who liv-edj like the 
Greens, within five minutes* run of the mlli ; and all 
look Ihoir cans, Mary's always replGnishcd with bread 
Mid milk, Katy's with sometimea a spoonful of stira- 
bout, sometimes a broken crusty and not un&equentiy 
empty. 

* What are you doing there at my can, you little med- 
lilinp; fool ?' said a big girl to Katy one morning. ^j 

*• Sure, then, HisuH y^nr can I'm toualung, at all ; Hift^| 
Miss Mary's own.' ^^ 

* Miss Mary, forsooth I Why don't you say Lady 
Mary f* 

* Lady Mary's can,' repeated Katy, with great simpfi- 
cily. 

An immoderate roar of laughter followed, in which 
the spiimer joined ; Katy blushed, and looked indignant, 
for she was sure. the laugh was at her expense. Just 
then, Mary returned to her frame from the farther eud 
of the a])arlment, and a general isho^t was raised of, 
*■ Room for Lady Mary ! * 

* Whales all this riot about,' said the overlooker, ap- 
proaching with no gentle aspect, * take care you don't 
get some sauce to your hreakfasta,' and he drow a strap 
that he wois preparLn*^ to ^ to some part of (he ma* 
chiiiery through his fingers. 

* What doe* this mean ?* asked Maiy, in a louder ton< 
than was prudent > 

* Hush i' whispered Katy, Mt*a a bobbyino; we*U gel, 
mt^anv, if we ben't quiet.' 

' A bobbying !' 

* Yes ; that's a strapping ; a very gore thing It is. 
And the little girl Writhed &s if under the recollection of 
flxicli discipline. 

* Nobody shall bobby me, Katy j Wid tvoVcA'^ isW^ 
oMijjrou; SO uiake yourself easy. Ti\ow Ti\tfe\s^ 
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have picked ray mess f it was a!l over flue, for I saw it 
come, let*s see, what have you got fqr yourself?* 

' Mine's all done, Miss,' and she showed her empty 
tin : it had evidently contained Dothing but water, a fe 
drops of which had trickled down the sides. 

* Here now, bold it quick, Katy, I have plenlyto spare.' 
' Oh no, MisSj avourneeD, I've had all I want, and 

why should I be after robbing yon ?' ^| 

* Do a3 I bid you : there, sup it up : I wonder,' ahtt^l 
added, looking round, ' which of all you would have 
refused it.' 

To thiM chaUengeno reply was given, but it excited 
much anger, and bSbre the day was past Mary was made 
to feel it through ber poor little friend, 

Many of our greatest blessings, the deprivation oCh 
which would rob life of its best earthly comforts, are en.'^H 
joyed from day to day without a thought on the peculiar 
mercy that make^ them ours ; or an attempt at computing 
the aiDount of p^tinfuljoss that their withdrawal would 
entail upon us. Among these everjfr-day advantages is 
the protection afforded by those equal laws that recog- 
nize the right of Englishmen of every class, every age, 
to the follest protection, both of person and property. 
Those enactments which make the rich man's house his 
castle, embrace with equal efficiency the poor man's 
hoveh The former is guarded &om deprcdationa which 
the latter might, by dint of physical force, commit ; and 
he in his tijrn is alike shielded from any despotic use that 
his more lordly neighbor might be disposed to make of 
superior wealth and influence. Even the domestic sanc- 
tuary is overshadowed by this all-pervading genius of 
our beautiful constitution ; and if the prescribed preroga- 
tive of parent or husband overpass its legitimate bountls, 
and offer violence to that immaculate principle, the 
liberty of the subject, magisterial authority steps \n to 
arrest the uplifted bund by the certainty of retributive 
mfliction should the blow fall ; or with that itiflictioa if 
/t has actually (jtUen, 
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h there any exemjition from this prlvje^e of prote< 
tion among our country people in the bosom of their own^ 
free Endand ? Docs slavery, such as our law repudi- 
ates, and to which the very act of inhaling British air is 
supposed to be fatal, dwell and reign over Ihou^tfLiids in 
our most public, most populous cities ? ThiiJ ^A^stion 
must be answered by an appeal to facts : and shodid tlie 
charge ihat so it is be substantiated by the evidence ad- 
duced, the next inquiry is, Shall this state of thitigs he 
Allowed to continue ? 
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CHAPTER IX. 



A BHOWT period au/Eced to show' the widow Green the 
nature of tbe JilTiculties in which she had been plunged, 
in common with thousands more ; and which utterlj' de- 
fied her 3iuU whetj she cast about for some means of ex- 
trication. The grudual decline of many comforts, the 
increase of privation, rmd pressure of onxtetyas regarded 
woi^fHy Ihingii, were felt as flesh will feel them. The 
consciousHfsy of having been deceived, enlrappcd^ and 
fruudl'ully expatriated from the scene of long respecta- 
bility and the bo^st^m of a friendly neighborhood, wounded 
her natural feelings, and mortified the pride that con- 
stantly lurkjs in every human heart. But these were 
light afflictions indeed, compared with the poignancy of 
her self-reproat^h when contemplating, a.g she was com- 
pelled to do, the change that came over tlie children of 
her love* Helen was evidently unhappy, and as evi- 
dently strove to conceal from her the cause of her dejec- 
tion, while positively denying that it arose from bodJI 
fatigue or illness \ a line of conduct so inconsistent wil 
llie ingenuous character of the girl, as to create involui 
t4iry misgivinj^j^, wrongful to their object, but of whii 
she was happily Ignorant. Mary was becoming proi 
and passionate to z. degree that called for frequent 
bukes, and these again seemed lo add fuel to the fire 
her unholy feelings, or were met with a levity even mt 
distressing still in the eyes of hrr pious gMndmoth( 
9ViJ/jr appeswed to lose the chiidlah aiun\i\Ac\^^ oV* b.\i ci 
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acter ^ he, the pelted lamb of Uie lltll^ floek, now seem- 
ed to shrink from her eye ; and Ihe Iaiii,^li excited by his 
whispered cooirauaications to Maiy or James, yvas cau^ 
tiau»ly checked as saoQ as it attracted her observation. 
This rankled in her bosom more painfully lhaii.anyt!iing 
else, for she could not bear to lose his loving confidence, 
to s^e hiin stealing away from her side, and desirous cf 
evadJflg the queries of anxious affiTiion ; nor did she* 
like to confess to herself that the sly leer of bold canning! 
was aupplanting tbe. bright open look of innoceot anima- 
tion which had always marked his clear blue eye. To 
rescue him, at least, was the desire of her heart ; but 
then how could she effect it ? There was no alternative 
hot removal to another miUj or utter idleness. The last, 
she knew, would prove as ruinous to his morals in such 
a neighborhood, an the place he was employed in could 
da: besides losing the care which Parking had pio-, 
mised to bestow on him in his present situation. Ihe] 
her circumstances forbade the subtraction of a penni 
from ihoir poor income, already falling far short of theiii 
expeuditure, and warning her that she must look out for 
a yet more humble abode, ere the reninaiit of her scanty 
purse, so sadly lightened smce she left her village homef^H 
was wholly ^one< ^^M 

James alotie retained the characteristics that had but * 
a while ago distinguished them all ; but his bodily health 
declined with a rapidity that startled her. His ap[>etite 
remained, and many a morsel did she contrive to spare 
Oom the craving of her own stomach to replenish Ids 
plato ; but the food seemed to impart no nourishment ; 
he became more pallid, more languid and enfeebled, as 
*he looked for the reverse. He was uncomplaining, 
neverthelivss; mild, dutiful, and affectionate. His Bible 
became more preeious, and though he never reproved 
the waywardness of Mary, or noticed ihe change in 
WiUy, he evidently strove to supply their lack of atten-^^J 
tton to Iheir aged friend. To Uektn Vi\s si.v\a!L\\wvt\^^B 
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thai lighted np her thoughtfiil countena-uce, the greate] 
number -were arawn forth by the poor boy's endeavoi 
to fix her attention on cheering subjects, Insensibly h< 
became the chief bond of union anjous them : for thousl 
Mary frequently wreaked her peevishness upon him, am 
Willy resented his discouraging looks when he indolg* 
in baid language among theniselveSj his meek endurant 
disaf nied all unfriendly feeling, and the invalid was daarh 
loved by all. 

. Matters proceeded thus, witliout any material change^ 
for some weeks. Occasionally they visited Sarah, wh« 
mind had. evidently been awakened to the importance 
Bpirttual things, though her knowledge was as yet vei 
scanty, and her fears strong. About two months 
the entrance of the children on their employment in tl 
nulls, Sarah's birthday occurred ; nnd, as it t'eil on 
Saturday, when tliey left work earlier than on oth< 
days, the widow could not refuse the poor girl's earnei 
request that they would all join in celebrating it. It wi 
the first time the two families had assembled since th< 
Greens had quitted that abode, and great appeared 
change produced on some of the party, in the eyea 
their common parent, Sarah had been dressed wit 
some care, and of course looked tetter : but the chi* 
alteration appeared in her countenance, which, froi 
being distressingly vacant, had become animated, evei 
to restlessness. She seemed to watch for every woi 
that fell, as if H might convey some new informatioQ 
her mind ; and the dread of her mother, which formerly 
kept her silent, was so far diminished as to render h< 
frowns and ill-natured speeches ineffectual to check tl 
girl's occasional remarks, Charles of course encourage- 
her in the unwonted freedom of talking, to annoy ni 
mother. WLlly soon got into a corner with his yo^ngefl 
cousin, and they remained apart from the rest, in noiaj 
mirth, which on Willy's^ part aeemed to increase whei 
ever his grandmother called him to order, Mary had 
mi air of importance about her, that evidently ainusei 
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ChttrleSj who said m&ny ridiculous things, in a compli- 
mentary Btmin, to increase it ; and the sickliness of 
James's looks was rentiered more tonspicuoas by the 
compassionate remarks ihey dtew forth frotti hi;^ tLnnt. 

But nolhiog struck the widow so uiuch as the extra- 
ordioary cJiange iti Helen's aspect. On their entrance 
Hhe had noticed an pncounter of glances between her and 
Pha&hc, marked on the part oL" the latter by a degree of 
scornful, maliclons derision that could not escape the 
DLOtice of the most heedless Ifloker-on j while Helea^a 
usual expressioa of retiring Jiiodenty gave place to one 
strangely foreign from her natural aspect. On meeting 
PhtEbe's half-opened eyes, htr own expandcdj and fixed 
in a gaze, almost a stare of proud and high defiance, 
ander which the other presently quailed, though the 
contemptuous curl of her lip, as she dropped tho long 
lafihes, gave her the aspect of disgust, rather than of cou-^^ 
scious guilt. Still Helen flinched not: her eyes were^f 
rireted on the downcast face, and she atood erect, the 
very personificatiou of indignant, haughty disdain. , 
Could it be Heien Fleetwood, — the gentle, rctiring^^ 
maiden, the subdued youii^ Christian, to whom even th^^| 
aged pdgrim secretly looked up as a pattern of that 
** meekness of wisdom" which she had prayerfully incul- 
cated, and prait^efully marvolled at, as its growth ex- 
ceeded her nnost sanguine hopes ? The enigma was no 
less painful than straoge ; nor did her perplexity decrease 
when Helen, who was generally the last to speak, and 
whose soft tones fell almost whisperingly on the ear, 
abruptly turned, without advancing from her position 
right over jtgamst Phoebe, and addressing the poor sick 
girl, said, in a full, firm tone, * My dearest Sarah, has the 
Lord given you better health since I saw you last V 
^ Ves, Helen, dear, 1 am really better, thank you.* 
Helen lind again turned to Phoebe, and watched hoi 
for a (nnment after this reply was given ; then with, a 
half smile, and a slight toss of the \iead.j^Ve etets*e^Vo\<£t 
lo the invnlidf saluted her afi'ectioua.t.ebi &U!\ '^ax ^ vorefc 
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more like her wonted one, but still much louder that 
usual, said J ' It is GoS^ jiot me, you should thank, dear 
Sarah, who has brought you to se« this da)-; and that 
he may grant you tnany more hapjiy returns of it 
heartily beseech him.' She then took off hei bonnei 
adjusted her bair^ and sat down with the same air of 
dependent self-possession. 

* Dear I' said Mrs. Wright, with affected admiratiot 
* how soon some people rub olF their rust in the mills !'' 

A suppressed titter from Charles was the only noti< 
taken of this ; and his mother resumed, ' Mary looks 
uppish^ too, as anybody : quite a change, I declari^.' 

' Tu be sure,' replied Charles, ' who would not fe« 
their own respectability, and be proud of it, umoag su( 
a ragamuffin set as we factory people are ?^ 

' Pride,' said the widow, ' was not made for man, it 
any station ; and least of all for humble day-laborer£i lij 
us.' 

No answer was given ; and matters went on much 
has been described, until Wrights entrance, with soi 
cakesj gave signal for the tea-Lahlc lo be suiToundedi 
A restraint was e\^ident on all the party, except Heh 
and Sarah^ who took snd kept the lead in conversatioi 
Thero* seemed to be an understanding between them the 
puzzled the widow, and excessively annoyed Ml 
Wright. 

' It's a long while since T had so many friends abot 
me on a birth-day,' said Sarah. 

* That's false,' retorted her mother j ' but 1 dareac 
you reckon oae new friend &s ^oad as two old ones.' 

* The oldest friend I have, mother, is the newest to mel 
and worth a hundred others.' 

The party looked at her with astonishment ; onlj 
three of them understood the paradox, and to them 
was a source of deep joy. A glance passed betwe* 
Phcebe and her mother^ the purport of which was caugl 
by Charlesj whose face almost blackened with anger 
he scowhd at them both. 
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'■ That Frieari,' observed Heletij ' will never leave yon 
nor forsake yoa.' 

Mrs. Wright's rage here broke forth : * Upon my 
word, young woman, this isn't to be borne. You, a beg- 
garly atraiigerj come here by my mother's means ; and 
set yourself up to be a better I'ricnd to that poor fool- 
uh girl than her own flesh and blood I i^uch impu- 
dence' 

* It was noi of myself I spoke, ma'am,' replied UelBa 
quietly. 

' Atnl pray, ma^anrt, if a body may be so bold OiS to as! 
who was it ?' 

'Jesus Chrrst,^ answered Sarah. 

' Hold your crazy toague, yoti idiot,' vociferated Mrs 
Wright ; ' must you turn earning hypocrite too ?' 

The widow interposed, for- she sow a Btorm gathering 
in the countenance of Charles, ' Daughter, that blessed 
name speaks only of love, peace, and joy : let it not be 
made aa occasion of strife.' 

* My maxim,' said Wright, ' ia that there can be no 
quarrelling except two people agree to it t and 1 hardly 
think there are two in this little family party to agree to 
make poor Sarah^s birth-day an uncomfortable day t 
her. 80 now let's have an end of all squabbles.' 

Calm was restored ^ but no change came over 
Helen, She retained the same air of conscious supe- 
riority, fixing, from time to time, the same full, un- 
daunted gaze upon Phoebe, and frequently addressing 
Sarah in terms of fondness. Charles never once looked 
at her, neither did Phcefae, bat every sound of her 
voice appeared to bring a sly sneer on the girl's face j 
which was indeed formed to wear such an expree- 
aion. 

AU this distressed the widow Green, She looked 

round upon her children, and in none could she trace 

tnything wherein to rejoice, save in James and Sarah ; 

^ b oth of whom were evidently fading \vke viTrawex >^^" ^ ^ 

HBtau, She thought of past scenes : ai Vet VvVCua c^\MM 
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with its plain white walls, the honeysuckle that clustered 
round ihe cusemeot ; the song of birds from a neighbo: 
ijng thicket ; and the bright faceSj Ihe clear morry voSc 
within, that harmonized so sweetly with them. Agai 
hec thoughts reverted to the old churchyard, whenr h 
dear Kichard was perhaps eveu then slowly traeiuo; \ 
path^way uear his parents' grave, on the retuin from a day'') 
healthful labor in his native fields. She dwelt on i 
promise of his character, the hope that in after years h 
would prove a valuable servant of that Master in who: 
fear and love she had carefully trained him : and as 1 
bright picture of her mind darkened with the contrast 
the reality then before her, tears swelled in her eyes, s. 
her spirit almost breathed the murmuring inquiry, *' Hat 
God forgotten to be gracious ?' 

Helen marked her emotioa ; and it was happy for he 
self that she dfd. Kveu the pong which at that mome 
wrung the widt>w's bosom was among the "all things 
that worked foi' •joad to those alllicted children of Goi 
Oh, if it wag given to such to know the end from ih 
beginning, how lovely in their eyes would be the mo; 
ftfirighting of dispensations, seeing that each is shaped 
^vomote that. end of their faith— the salvation of the 
fiouls, the meetness that must be wrought In (hem fi 
the incorruptible inheritance already prepared ! But Ih 
tree of forbidden knowledge was a tree of spiritual dar; 
ttGaSj ignorimce, and sorrow : it opens man's eyes to pr 
sent afflictions, hut closes them against the peaceab 
fruits of righteousness that spring therefrom, when on 
be has been made a partaker in the faith and hope of tl 
gospel. 

When the time for speakini^ of going homo had arrive 
Helen inquired of Saiah whether she did not wish the 
to sing before they parted; an assent was given, bi 
[ with a flush on the cheek and a (ook of evident anxiet 
I Helen waited not any farthei- encouragement J she caliedt 
I the chlldrf^u to her, and at once took the ieafl in that 
exquisite hjjtm. 
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Jeeus, and sball it ever be 

A mortal maa nsbajned oflltee 1 

Often had the solemn strain reaouoded from the wai 
of Ihcir distant coLtage ; oileu had it been carolled 
the cliff that overhung their romantic sea-view 5 el 
withia their antiqne church il was a favorite selectio. 
with Mr. Barlow ; but never had the widow Greea' 
heard it breathed in tones so thrilling as those which 
now issued from the lips of her fosler-chiid. The voice 
of the girl lost none of its sweetness j but there was a 
fulness, a dc]>lhja fervency, and a solemn pathos added^ 
that struck everj' hearer as something extraordinary. 
They sang it throughout ; and in the last verge but one, 
the feeble voice of Jsarah tremblingly joined ihem, ga- 
iherijig stren<5th until the concluding Lines, 



And Obj may ihis my poriion be^ 
That Saviour nut ashamed <jf me ! 



J 



were given with unrestrained energy by six voices, in* 
cludin;:; the widow, 

A deep silence followed, which was strangely broken 
by a forced hysterical laugh from Ph<Bbe, while at the 
same moment Charles q^uitted the room, slamming the 
door violetvtly after him. No notice was taken, and the 
party soon separated, Helen's last look, ere she passed 
out, being fixed on Phoebe, who had, however, turned 
her back immediately after bidding Mrs. Green good 
night. 

James was greatly fatigued; Willy scarcely able 
keep awake through their evening devotions ; and the 
widow soon found herself alone with Helen, to whom 
she resolved at once to speak on the subject of her inex- 
plicable conduct : but before she could open it, the giri 
suddenly sank on her knties, threw her arms around her, 
and burtt into a violent fit of weeping. Although trem- 
bling with the anticipation of samt'lhing viity d\it.U«i^\"^'?^ 
the old woman Forbore to check lU\a \iUTal 0^ \iaX>sti 
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feeling. She pressed poor Helen's head to her shoulder, 
and allowed her to sob without ri^straint, until, looking 
up, she esclaimrd, ' My granny^ my owu beat and only-, 
friend, 1 l:iav.e addi;d to your troubles by trying to avoid! 
it ; forgive me — 1 would not have concealed anythii 
from you, only tliat 1 knew it would grit^ve you ; but 
saw by your looks this eTeuiog how sad you felt, and 
that ray behavior distressed you, 1 will now leil' 
you all.' 

*■ Compose yourself first, my Inve. : you have been.] 
sadly excited this cveiiitin^, and that is a thing you ax^ 
not used to.' 

' Not till I came to the mills, granny; hut now I a» 
indeed used to it, Ohjj'ou don't know,' slie added will 
a fresh burst of tears, * what it has cost me to koep it al 
to myself; and already I feel happier since I told yol 
CTen thus much.' 

* But did you not tell it to a better Friend, Helen ?' 

* I did indeed : how else could I have held out 
But, granny, it is hard to walk by faithja^wnys restJDj 
upon what one cannoi see, with none upon earth to pit 
and console us.' 

The widow felt that it was j yet wondered that Helej 
should have deprived herself of the sympathy and coui 
set so readily at hand in her own home. She waite< 
however, and the girl, who seemed to have now lust al 
power of bt'Hitating, proceeded to repeat her tale. T« 
give it in full, as she now related it to her materns 
friend, would be neither useful nor judicious j but ll 
outline wn.s as follows. 

After a course of persecution such as has be^u already 
described, a new and most harassin^x attack upon h( 
feelings commenced, owing to a discovery made 
Pha^be, that Sarah was in the habit of sending her mea 
sages, and receiving answers on religious subjectt 
Charles was thr Hearer of little bits of paper, open, oi 
which he had scrawled, al the poor mairntd girPs desire, 
vhort queatio'DB ; in reply to which Hekn soiaeUGnes had 
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lo Ttotp OoWTi references to passages of scripture; and 
this she did the more readily, because he would have to 
i-ead thfiii to Sarah. It was done in an open inaiinerj m 
presence of whoever might be iit hmid, nnd never with- 
out some witneases : yet from il Phttbe had pretende d 
to draw ati inference injurious to Helenas good namei^f 
^d on this base assumption of her own contriviiig jih^H 
openly pointed her out as an miprtucipled, profligate 
character. The insuits to which she was now exposed 
were more trying than any that she had before enconn- 
lered, and tJie more so bE^eau^e nhe could not at firE^tdisi^^ 
cover their origij3, Un the preceding day, she hatl bo^H 
come acquainted with it, and also learned tliat Sarak^' 
was partly aware of the cruel persecution to which her 
Christian tifort^ for that poor girl*s instniction had ex* 
posed her. Astonished and indignant at the wantoii 
wickedness of her slatiderersj Helen had openly demand- 
ed from Charles the contradiction which ha was bound to 
give ; but lie evaded the subject, and Phoebe loudly de- 
clared that if she had dared to enter their house that 
evening, or if, being obliged to go, she opened her hps 
on any topic connected wiih religion, or tried to Jead 
Sarah (o ii, she would directly expose her to the Imnily, 
and ^et her driven out, in disgrace, froni the home she 
had intnided into. The young people about them had 
applaiidpd this ; and told Phoibe if she had spirit to do 
what ghe threatened, it must be a bent'St some way ; f( 
that either Helen's hypocriay would then he ex[>osed 
else she miist leave off pretending to he better ihao sh 
was. Phcebe pledged herself to carry it out; and pro 
mi^ed to bring them a full account of the matter on the 
following Monday. 

' So, granny, when we went in this evening,' continu 
<'d Helen, * 1 had thiis before me^ that whichever way Jt 
wi^nt, I must sufler. I don't know how it was, but feel- 
ing myaelf to be innocent of such bad conduct as tti^ 
fhar^e me with, nnd knowing too that ^^AorVt; W\s.t\S, 
ts cricked as aovbodyj and that alllheh ai[b\\e *^jflss^ 
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is only because 1 care for the soul of that poor dear dyingi 
girl, 1 feit 3om*-'ttiiii^ come over me thai I am afraid wa»j 
pride. 1 did not fearPiicebe, nor nay /me else ; I wished] 
her to see that I did not, and 1 almost desired her to d< 
the worst she could ag^ainst me, because 1 was sure Go< 
would uot suffer such wickedness to triumph. I ah 
wanted to show poor Sarah that they had neither fright 
enrd nor shamed me \ but I saw you observed me ; an( 
when you looked so sad at tea, and the teara came int 
your eyes, it struck rae that ygu might suspect somethini 
wrong, and be fretting about me. So 1 resolved to tel 
you all. And now don't fear^ for though God knoi 
roy simpleness and my faults ore not hid from him, 
also knows that I have not given oeeasioii for thisj hi 
will make my righteousness as clear as light, and my jus 
dealing as the noonday. And oh, what a blessed ihougl 
it b that while lliey revile me nnd perseeute me^and aay 
all manuer of erd against me, falsely, h is for the Lord*s 
Mike, because I atn iryljig to do hijj work, in bringing a 
poor wounded, straying lamb to the bosom of the good 
Shepherd !' 

The widow answered tenderly and eoothtngly, con- 
firming this trust in the Lord, and wisely deferring to a 
calmer moment the cautions that she saw were needed. 
She wa5i confounded at the exposure of such heartless 
*lepravily on the part of her own grand-children y and 
folly aware of the peril in which Helen was placed ; she 
WIS also startled at diseovei-lng in the girVs chamcter 
art-ong traits of high spirit and eutbusnostic feeling, where 
aii had appeared so quiet, so humble, almost too timid 
and shrinking for the neeessaiy conflicts of life ; and she 
felt the need of a double portion of the wisdom which 
Cometh from above, to direct her in the diilieuk task of 
coitnsdling one so circumstanced. Her mind was la 
one sense greatly relieved by the confidence of her adopt- 
ed child, thus rcsLored to her ; but mnny and sharp were 
the thorns of prrplexlty this night added to those whicb 
Aftrf Jong strewn iier piilow. 
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Tlie following day brought her farther acquainted with 
the exU'nl ot* th« factorj- t^vila ; for on her telling Helen 
that U. tlit.' pefSL'CUtion continued slie "would maku an ap- 
p«aJ to the justice and humanity of the managers, the 
latter replied lUat it was useless so to Jo i sltiav in any- 
thing which did not concern the interests of Ihr niilhhey 
would never interiere. ' But,' returned the widow, ^ the 
interests of the mtil are nearly conct*rned in ih^s ; for ho 
caD tbey expect auch a set of imnioralj Uiiprinciplei 
youfig people to do their duty by thejr employers 'f I'h 
must surely be idle; ivnd not to be trostud for a momen 
when the mostor^s eye is otrthem.' 

Helen shook her head ; ' If it was to depend on our- 
selves and each other, granny ^ we might be idle : hut you 
forget we have to work along with the macLinery. Thai 
is never idle ; it goes on, on, on, and we must keep pace 
with it. Our fin2;cra are etnployed and our feet trjo ; hut 
our tong^ues are free, and all thf miscbief that bad 
tongues, prompted by evil hearts, can do, is carried on, 
to the ruin of the work people, but not to the hiudrunce 
of the work. All that the overlookers care for is to see 
everybody feeding the engineSj or drawing out the col- 
ton, winding, piecening, and all tbe rest of th+^ business. 

And iK'sides' sbe hesitated, looked more distressed, 

and then added, " You arc greatly mistaken if you think 
the men who overlook our work care ibr our morals — 
they thennselvps are often amoui^the worst of the bad.' 
'Is it possible?* asked the widow, wldle a chill 
honor crept over her. 

' la our mill it is so, as I know right well.' 
^Then, Helen, I will remoVe you from it,' 
' I am afraidj granny, that would be useless, I tliousK 
about it often myself; but there is so much acquaintunco 
among the work-people through the town thai a bad r^^H 

eport ofino raised in one mill would follow me to anoLh«^H 
l&d 1 should only have the same battle to f^^'tvV. mnis^TI 
Maio^ with the disaJv-antiio^e of havYticr Xjctw t^r«e\t wA. - 
c? tiijr tirst place. No, let me stand 103 ^twvtvi^^ -aaaft 
1 
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strive by well-dom^ to put to silente the ignorance of 
fbolish people^ for indeed ignorance is the root of it ail. 
Poor th'mt^s ! They have not been taught their duty, 
add how should they know it? Wlmt do Phrehe and 
Chtirles ever htiar at home, to strengthen thtni against 
the bad exampits that they have beeti exposed to ev 
since they were mere babes / and yet theirs is a rasped 
bitt hoine, and they duu't go back, hke many others, 
find their partnla drunk aud fighting ; and thoui^h Al 
Wright d*>es not look after thetti ass he ini^ht do, still 
cannot think he would allow them to go to the gin-sh< 
if he knew uf it.' 

' The gin-shop !* 

' Yes : they all drink, particularly Johnny^ and tl 
is what makes him so ytupid, for his work is not vei 
hanh' 

* Uh, what have 1 done,' groaned the widoiv^ 
hringing you here !' 

* Perhaps it is for good, dearest granny ; indeed I ai 
sure of that with resj>ect to poor Sarah ; and who can lej 
what others may be the better for it ?' 

* Blessings on yoo, my HeleUj for the comfort you gi' 
me — ^you, who might well reproach and upbraitl ii 
But bow, my poor chilil, will you meet these cruel poi 
pie to-njorrow ?' 

' In the strength of a good conscience, and trustii 
ihiit as I aih not ashamed to crmfess the Lord before m< 
he will not beiishamed of me.' 

' But he very watchtul^ lore, over your own hei 
spiritual pride sometimes springs up verj" miexpcctetllii^ 
where worldly pride has been eut down ; and the deceit- 
fulness of our nature helps to keep us ignorant that it ^h 
as bad a weed as the other.' |^| 

' I never bad much worldly pride, had I, granny ? ex^^ 
cept indeed the pride of a good name, which 1 aid not . 
know iho viiluc of in my own sight till — till,'' she sobl 
' (t]l they look it from me.* 

'JVo, Ileicitj ihey have wot taketi it itom you^nar ev^ 



I not 
>l>edH 



INCKEAStNG TGOUBLES- 



^all,' replied the widow with risiut; indignation. ^ We 
live in happy Jilnglandj whore the Jaws are made fot 
poor as well aa tor rich ; aad one of those laws protects 
honest |iersoa's good name against slander, But we w 
not talli of that now : let us rather seek for direction 
the word of God ; and depend upua it matters are not aoi 
bad evfetn in the factories, that 1 should not see you right- 
ed if this goes on.' 

Helen sighed : she somehow felt that for hex there wi 
Qo help in man ; but she said nothing to disconi^e 
more sanguine frltnd. 

Meanwhile, the widow Green secretly resolved to ai 
at once upon wh&t she had discovered ; and to oblai 
for the innocent frirf that proteetion which whe was very 
sure no man with an English heart in his bosom eould 
withhold, when made acquainted with the circumstances. 

Did ahe calculate rightly ? Wc shall see. 
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0« the fol]o%vijig evening the widow watched with much 
more than her wonted solicitude the countenance of poor 
Helen on her return froui the scene of trial. U wa^ 
pallid, downcagt, and sadj expre=!sJve of calm iL'signalioD, 
such as hod ever been itg aspect under the few clouds of 
sorrow that had f i"ossed her ptaceful path. WHien alone, 
the old woman eao;erly qucishoned her as to the rece^ 
tion she met in the work-ronni* 

' Something diiTereat from what 1 expected, grann; 
for it did not occur to me that Phoabe would tell a down 
right fabchoodj because there was nobody but me to 
contradict her. She made them believe that I had been 
put to shame before the whole fiimily, adding that of 
course I would deny it. I saw it would be useless to do 
soj and therefore only told her privately there was One 
to judge between us, who had declared he would put the 
lying Ops to silence. Aftc^r that, 1 bore without speak- 
ing all their mocks and reproaches, Ifelt thai 1 was toe 
helpless to vindicate (he holy cause of religion whioh 
they were p^ttacking through me : so I secretly commit- 
ted it to God, and myself too \ beseeching him to clear 
my character so far as the evil ihey spoke of me aflected 
his name and glory.^ M 

' And did no one take your part, my poor child ?' 1 
' There is not much feeling in a mill, dear granny. 
You have often told ua that sin hardens the heart, and j 
in too true. All the laborers there do Dut p^rhap^ joia 
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open -wick^ilri^ss, but th^ ste atid hear so much of it 
that without they have the fear and love of God in them 
they are hke tbi^ %ii\dj children down in our own dea 
jrface at home, playing amoiig the nowly-laired Jishiug 
boats, as I have oiten seen, reminding mo wlicn i iuokt^d 
at their smeared ^kins, of the text^ '* Who con tourh 
pitch and not be defiled r" So it is M'iih Qic factory 
children.' 

* But, surely some of them must know right from 
wroi^ V 

* If they have been lau^ht to do so they cUher forget it_ 
or cease to regard the diiiiireiiee. The iiutli i,s, if 1 vv; 
OS bad aa they could make me out, and If n ilmcs -wors* 
it would not bring on me any ill-will, it is my tiyiiij^ t( 
keep myself unspotted from that wicked littln Moridj 
graliny, and refusing to partake in their sins, that makei 
them spitet'ul. It is nut me they hate, but the liuUnei 
which 1 strive to follow, because wiUiout it 1 ahtdi no! 
Me the Lord.^ 

* Follow it stillj my Hcieti, for he who has called yoi 
to-do so will most certainly give you ihu neeLliul power; 
b not his word full of precious promises to thut etlect 'P 

* Indeedj dear ^^tanny, iadeed it is I 1 doubt whether 
in nil your long; lift^ you found ihtni so precious as I did 
to-day, when trying to " keep my mouth ass it were with 
a tridle ;" and the more I felt llie comfort and support of 
God's presence, the more my heart bled for the poor 
ignorant desperate creatures about me, whom Satan wa» 
leadinji; captive at his wilL I could not be au^ry with 
them, if I had tried. Oh, it is a dreadftil thing to see so 
many poor children given up to learn all manner of 
wickedness, with nobody to care fur their souls 1 1 would 
not be a mill-owner, granny ; no, not for the worth of 
all the manufactures in England. 1 could have fallen on 
my knees in the midst of that crowded mom to bless God 
that I was a poor despised faclory-girU and not an em- 
ployer. Aye, and 1 would almost soouci \te \^:ic, -v^w^v 
mong ihcwe wretched cliaracterB, wvIXvuoywcV"^ V-a^' 
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guwle me, than the person who, with knowledge and 
portuDities, aud a Biule in the kouhe^ has to an9\v^ri 
Goci tar lettiQff those souls perish, while their poor b< 
;irti worn out Dy hurd and cruel labor U» swell hi3 ual 
gains !' 

The girl's check beamed with the hectic flush of in~ 
dignt^tion as she vehemenlly uttered these words, Het 
uwn wrongs moved her not as the dee|>er injuries inflict- 
ed on her persecutors moved her. She pausLid hut for a 
moment, find then resumed, 

* Mr. Z.^ I know, has daughters growing up: wouldhe 
send them among us for an hour every day i Not he. 
He knows too well that their health would be destroyed 
by staying even so long ia the heat^ the steam, the stench 
and the dust of rooms, where we are pent up from early 
monuag to late night ; and he knows that they would 
never again he !et into respectable society if they were 
supposed to hear the vile, filthy talk that his poor laborers 
use, and tho men he setii over them encourage ; and 
which he never dieams of checking) cither by his own 
presence, or by setting any nioral, not to say religious 
person, to wattdi ihem. I wonder if Mr. Z. tliinks there 
are two heavens, one formaslersj another for Klaves 5 or 
how he expects to escape the reproaches of his victims, 
if botii should meet m the place where God has d:-clared 
that the covetous as well as the abominable shall tro !* 

* Helen^ my love,' said the widow, who trembled at 
the picture placed before her, ' let us drop tliis fearful 
subject for to-ni^ht. We, who have for ourselves strong' 
consolation, having fled for refuse to lay hold on th6 
hope set before us in the gospel, will now intercede for 
the iinhappy beings of whom you Bpeak. All mill-own- 
ers are not alike : some pious and humane men may be 
found among them, and God can increase the number. 

I Let us pray him so to do.' 

Helen was soon wrapped in the heavy slumber induced 

by over-exertion; while the aged woman gazed on her 

I 0ii9bed cheekSf aad watched the catctung of bcr unequal 
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breait, with sorrow embittered by self-reproach. She 
then stole to the couch where VVillyund .lamea rei"iose<l»j^^ 
the former apparently disturbeil by soinr irritaLiiiirdreHm^^B 
his knitted brow, curled lip, uid the soiled fist that lay 
clenched on the pillow preyeotln^ a strun^e crjjitr^ist Uj the 
corpse-like beauty of his brother's tranquil uounlcuaticej 
pale as the snoiv-drop, unruffled and seri^UL- ; unJ th< 
delicate hand that rested on a liult; hymn-book, Rifhiird's 
parting gift, which James treasurt-d abovti at! i-arthiy^ 
things except his Bible. 'Beside Ibis bed tho widowj 
knelt and prayed and wept ; and then repaired to Mary'e 
little muttresa, with a caution that proved ncedlrss, foi 
Mary was awake. In answer to the inf^uiry lA-hutherj 
anythiiig ailed her, she said, 'No; but 1 iicard a fin( 
speech from Helen, aud could not sleep for tliinkin^" 
about it. She sjjoke so loud, I heard every word; und 
I only wish Mr Z. had heard it toi*. But, granny, what 
hare they been doing to Helt^n '/ 1 don't wonder at their 
teasitigme, who often provoke thenn ; but she is so quiet,^ 
ami good, and wise, what fault do they find with herf 
Oh., I can tell, myself. It is because being quiet and gooc 
and. wise are faults in a mill. Miss Phoibe Wright h j uat 
a pattern there, and our sweet Helen a disgrace.* 

* Remember, Mary, that poor Phuibe is as nearly r( 
lated to me aa you are-' 

* So much the worse for her ; she is the more boun< 
to take example by you, and to follow your good advice, 
granny ; but instead of that she tries to set us agam^st you, 
and to make um ashamed of being obedient. She flattered 
me, and would have soon made me unkind to Helen, only 
I found her out intiiiie,andall by means ofmy poor cliild.' 

< Your child !* 

* Yes, my Jittle scavenger Katy,' said Mary, rising ii 
the bed, and settling her night-cap with a consequential'^ 
air. ' Sit down here, granny, and I will tell you some- 
thing that will put you in a rage.* 

* Fie, Maryj bow often liave 1 blamed "aofa te ^Vai. 
cxprejjsion J* 
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* Well then, something to shot-k you. lean dowoj 
granny, to rest yoar dt-ur liuck^ ov 1 cttii't talk t'omforfl 
ably,' added thn alli-^ctionaU^ cKMy ^ for 1 am sure yarn 
have ciiougii to tirt' you, insid** am! ouU' Tiwu. throv™ 
ing her anns round the neck ot'tho old woman, she adcfl 
edj "^ No ; nobody shall ever make me nnduilfulj or un 
gratefulj or unkind to you, my deur» fund, gniuiiy !^ 1 

Kobody could long look cold on litlki Maty ; she w^ 
so ardent, so open, so strai^litfor\%'urd ; and withal «■ 
loving to those wlio possesKod Iiei* regard, that it w» 
difficult to throw a rt'iu on hrr impKiiosiLy, whatevM 
direction it might take. The poor widow fell tliat soum 
attempt hjid been made to alieaatf.' this warm lu^art froJ 
her^ and that its failure had produt-cd a comispondiM 
reaction in ht-T favor. Inwardly rejoicing at this, she ra 
turned the embrace, and expressed her rcadineys to hea| 
whatever Mary had to conununlcate. | 

' You know all about Kate Matony, dear granny ; th^ 
is, all t!iat 1 know t Imt now il comes out her father is in 
a con&iinnpiioo, and canH work a hand^s turn : and little 
Katy's aniull farnjjjgs is all tlicy have in Ihc world to 
keep them alive. A halt-penny to buy a sup of inilk, as 
she calls it for her father, is a great matter to Katy ; 
and Phicbc, who has more money than she coinea by 
honestly — olt, don't look so displeased, granny ; I only 
say what everybody else says — Phoibe ha:* given Katj 
a half-penny now and tfcien of late, till the poor ehi 
atid I too, thought her a great friend to her- Well 
Ia<it Pho-'be tried to put it into my head to be envj 
of Helen, saying how rich my liule Katy and her faiH 
would think themselves if they had half or quarter of 
what you t»eslow, as she says, on a proud stranger ; and 
often she pointed out poor starving objects, all in latters,^ 
and said, what false charity it h to keep one beggar 1 
a lady, and let so many want a morsel to eat or a rag 
eover thonn/ 

'■And did she really say all this to you?' 
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' Not all at once ; she dropp<?tI the remarks somehow. 
In a way that prevented my taking flight at them, and I 
thiuk she would have brought me round, only she let it 
out to Katy, by giving h^r money, and telling her tf lihe 
would help to set me against Helen, and get me to plague 
you, she would give her more. So Kaly, not knowing 
what to think, asked me to-day what sort of a grantiy X 
had ; and then 1 tald hpr how you had been both niothe; 
and father, and cvfrylhing to us, and to poor Helen 
whose fatht-r was drowned, and her mother and the little 
baby died of grief, and left her to depend on strangt^rs. 
Then Katy began to cry, and said^ " Musha ! Misa Mary 
dear, is it me that sbill speak the bad word to set you 
againat the bltased woman?" And so she told me al! ; 
and, granny, I could not sleep for thinking how wicked 
Fha'be is ; und I heard Helen speaking loud and laying 
the blame on the people who wont teaeh the poor facto- 
ry children any better. I think she is right ; for if they 
pay us to atop away from our own homes and work, for ^ 
them, they ought to lake care wo are not taught wiek<^H 
edness at the mills. Instead of that, granny, the very^H 
worst mark you can have on you thercj is to soem not 
quite so bad jus the rest.' 

The widow stifled the anguish of her spirit at this new 
f^vidence of the horrors to which she bad unwittingly ex- 
posed her sacred charge. She talked earnestly to Mary, 
directing her anew to thp source of all wisdum and the 
only anchor of safety. She represented to hur Ihe great 
responsibility resulting from a scriptural education ; the 
blessing that she might become, as a little leaven m a 
lump wherii leaven was rarely found. She ended with^H 
a short prayer, and left the warm-hearted child composc*<i^J 
to sleep, 

But what a tumuU of distressing thoughts crowded on 
her own mind ! No way of escape appeared, but escape, 
she thought, they must, from such a s^c^ne of depra^^ty. 
Afl^am she summed up her expenditure, balancino; 
her slender meaus, and ended \i^ t^it^Nvcisj^ 
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take 00 the morrow a decided step towards that reduction 
■wiiicli iijuyt precede any attempts at rt-nioving even one 
of the children. Accordingly she cominunicated to the 
landlord her purpose of st.'ekmg a more humble abode, 
and He, commending her prudence, told her of one where 
ah(! \vould be at very fittle cost ; in a large house, partly 
dilapidated and miirked for pulling doww, the rooms in 
which were, in thu interim, kt out to families such as 
hers ; and she might procure a good one for half the 
price she paid him. Objections presented thornselves, 
but necessity overruled them, and as her landlord had 
just had llic offer of a good permanent tenant to suc- 
ceed her, he readily forgav^e a Aveek'^ notice and expe- 
dited the removal. The evening of the second dayjifter 
this, found the family for the first time in their lives re- 
strained to s. single apartjuent, large, etnubrc, dreary-look- 
ing, with a little rusty stove standing alone iii the midst of 
a spacious fire-place, whence the proper fillings had been 
removed, leaving a blacky broken elia^sin, down which the 
wind threatened lo rush unimpeded. But the bleak sea- 
son was sLill far olf ; and the poor widow resolved to let 
he morrow takp thought tor the things of itsejf. As yet 
she was not in debt ; aha had taken a step towards avoid- 
ing it ; and^ as the two crazy bedsteads were a real bar- 
gain, and the four ricketty chairs lent by the new landlord^ 
and ihe small table picked up with the bedsteads at a 
broker's sale for nsxt to nothing, she had really cause 
to congratulate herself, while unpacking and arrang- 
ing her own btjdding, and other remnantg of the cottage 
furniture . 

James praised everything, as though they had taken 
up a superior abode ; and when the others rushed in from 
the mills, even the dark old wails geemcd to smile with 
the reflection of their happy faces ; for particularly hajK 
py they must needs look, to satisfy dear granny they felt 
no privation in the change, 

A few questions privately put to Helen and Mary con- 
vinced the widow that matters were proceeding from 
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lo worse in the tiiilL The furmt-r admitted that sKe was 
unceasingly haritsscd ; the lulter betrayed ihe fact oi" har- 
ingj ill spite of all aduionitQry cawtionsj embroiled ht'iKelf 
to a great extent in defending Katy from thf.^ ill-oalura 
stirred up by Phoebe, to whom the little girl had roturned, 
the princely bribe of three bali-peuce, with a stJDplo 
speech, the purport of which was su^^jjested by Mary, 
setting forth that she "vrould not sell her conscience or het 
friend. This procured for the little orator a slap on the 
face ^ and when Mary flsw to interfere, Hhe was satute<i 
by the title of '• granny,' and complimented on so fiooij 
following the old lady's example, by taking a bes;gar un- 
der het* protection, and teaching her to talk cant. Tho 
laugh was against her ; and this galled her more than se- 
vere persecution could have done. The spinner too had 
joined in it ; and however trilling in itself, the widow 
plainly saw tho beginnings of great harm to Mary. 

* What can pos^^ibly make Pha4ie so spiteful against 
us ?' asked the lillle girl ' It nmst be the sac^c feeling 
that roade Cain slay Ahel, '* because his owti works were 
evil, and his brother^s righteous," ' 

The widow was silent ; she felt thai so it must be ; he 
that 13 born after the flesh is ever disposed to persecute 
him that is horn after the Spirit; and where the restrainU 
of education and refinement are wanting, this hiclina- 
^on will show itself, partlcutarly whi^e godliiieiss 
with the powerful though silent eloquence of a holy 
v?alk rtbukea vice and profanity. Phcebe was evidently 
a depraved character; such, alas ! are to be found in 
every place ; hut Phoibe was placed in a sphere where 
multitudes united to discountenance virtue, while none 
interposed the powerful check of authorily or inrtnenccj 
to uphold even an outward decorum of manners. Ilie 
voice of reproof is an abomination to the scortiers ; it will 
not be brooked in a community of scorners, unicHS back- 
ed by something tending to overawe their uiiriTly spirit?. 
The system, the factory systemj under which Phoibe 
Wright had imbibed the peculiar v/ickcOLfttfta ^vaX vtcf 
11* 
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j pervaded her character, also fed Ihe evilj guarded it, and 
armed it with power lo wouud whatever excited its e 
mity. Thf factory system surroundt-d her with associat 
by %vhoin slie bad been encouraged in the ways of dartn^ 
ain, and who were in turn encouraged by her to unite 
agaiiijst any oae whose uprightness of pnneiple should 
tacitly coiidfnin them. A few there were, whose souls 

I loaLlied the scenes that hourly vexed them ; but wtiat 

[ could they do / Silent ondurunce was their only refuge ; 
and even this was enough to subject them to ill-will, un- 
less ihey either feig;ned excess of stupidity, or bafllei 
siasploion by pretf nding to be like the rt-st. 

Excluded frutn ihe free air^ and ahnost from the pu 

, light of day ; abut up in an atmosphere polluted by 

I clouds of fttid breath, and ah the sickening exhalations 
of a crowded human mass, whose unwashed, overwork- 
ed bodies were also in many eases diseasedj and by the 
" BUfibcatiug du5it that rose on every side ; relaxed by an 
( intensity of artificial heat which their constitutions were 
never framed to encounter in the teo^perate dime where 
[ God had placed them; doubly fevered, doubly debilitat- 
ed, by exeeyaive toil, not measured by human capacity 
to £U^t:a]n it,, bul by the power of machinery obeying an 
inexhaustible impetus j badly clothed, wretchedly fed, 
and exposed moreover to fasts of unnatural lengtli even 
from that miaerable fare ; who can marvel if, under such 
u system, the robuatadultspeedily acquires asickly habit 
of body, and a morbid state of feeling, leading at once tq. 
most awful perversion of mind and corruption of morals 
But it is not of adults we are called to speak, it is 
children, young, tender, growing children, who require 
doubt'^ portion of n'?t, refreshn^ient, liberty for the bod 
and of watchful dili^'i-nce to direct and guide the min 
If, ** Train tip a child in the way he should go," be 
precept that God himself has vouchsat'tfd to give as the 
preliminary to an uprii^ht walk through life, oh who 
could marvel though the little ones $o fejirfully forced 
into every waym whicli they should not go, became in 
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nper years incarnate fiends I The child'fi stomach, tiofiL- 
ted for Itm^ abstinpiice, and delicately susceptible of in- 
jury, becQijies doubly diDordertd by Ihe privation of food 
and the impurities that find their way into tliL^ eysttm 
from that noxious almo.npherc : it loses all dosii<> of 
wholesome diet, and craves the excitin£r drauirht that shall 
lend a transient stimulus to the frame unstrung by toil ; 
and chilled by sadden transitkm from the heated pande- 
moniuu] of the mill to the raw keen air of night, the 
poor little victinn who reels from exhaustion as it enters 
the gin-shop^ reek thence a drunkard. 

Such, with its aecompuijiments of uamelesa evils, had 
been the school into whicli in early childhood the Wrights 
were entered : the tlUusage of a savage overlooker had 
shortened Sarah's term of suffenngj and unintentionally 
interposed between her and the career of vit^e that Pha>be 
remained to enEjiigR in. On the system j the vile, the 
croelf the hody-and-soul-murdering system of factory la- 
bor, we cannot charge tlje Innate depravity of the human 
heart ; but we do denounce it as being in iti?elf a foul 
fruit of that deprnvity under its hateful form of covetous- 
ness, and of being in turn the prolific root of every ill 
ihui can inhumanize man, and render an eulightened 
Christian country the mark of God's moat just and holy 
indignation, provoking him even to blot its place and 
name from among the nations of ^he earth. 

Impressed with forebodings resulting from the compara- 
tively few discoveries that she had madcj and accustom- 
ed to obtain a kind if not a respectful hearing whenever 
she sought counsel or aid of those in a superior rank of 
life, the widow Green resolved on making known her 
grievance to the person with whom she had concluded 
the barpjain that had surely disappointed her- ' It may 
be,' thouj^hl she, ' that want of faithfulness in represent 
ing to these people tlie extent of evils which (M>rhnps 
ihcy do not suspect, 15 a part of Iho cause of ihei^ 
coDlinuunce. At least, I will try \ and it\\i&\.\CA vawiS. 
be hadfroiT] the a^entj the employers mustVie a.'^'^^iaNe^ 
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She choso what appeared ttie best hour, to avoid in- 
lerrupting business, and wilh alhrobbingheart butacolm 
countenancp, and (|ulet respecLlnl dcjJorLmeutj jjreseniEd 
herself beibre the desk of Mr. M. 

'Well, good woman, whal'a 3'our business? Have 
you any yuunger hands than your own seekiuw em- 
ploy?' 

* ^io, sii' ; I am the widow GreeHj who came to you 
on that errand some weeks backJ 

* Widow Green^ Brown, Black, or White, do you 
think I have a memory for all the colors that posa before 
me every day / Once niore, what's your business ?' 

The widowwas persuaded that he did remember her^ 
and that the discouragijigly rude tone was meant to check 
her eominunicatioi]. She^ however, proceeded, 

* 1 came, sir, trom the village of L. with a letter to 
Mr. Z. iVom a particular friend of his : atid in that hook 
ia the entry made by you of Helen Fleet%vood and Mary 
Grecn^as laborers in your mill.* 

' Avj 1 remember sonietljing uf it now ; so you want 
to put in the boy you so absurdly kept back. Come ; 
the particulars as quick as you can.' He opened the 
ledger, and dipped the pen, with an expectaotj impatient 
look. 

*■ I am not come to enter the boy, str, bwt to acquaint 
you wit); some particSars as to the treatment of the 

girls, whk'h you ought lo kijow^^ the violence witli 

which the open f>a£^cs were alapjied together again, 
made her ytart and stammer ; and before she could re- 
cover her breath the agent broke into a vehement straii 
of reprimand, — 

' What the deuce, woman, do you think I sit here to 
pestered with long saws from an old fool like you, b< 
cause a couple of n:iawkish parii^h girls are tiot treott 
like countesses in the mill ! 1 guessed aa much froi 
the aira you all sported when here before, I iht^n^ht as 
should soon have a whine ; but make yourself easy as 
jwyihing you wiJl get by it ; and take my advice not 
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provoke, hy inipfrtinr^nt intrusions of this sort, some- 
thm<^ mpre disagreeable than you or they have C4iculati>>^H 
&d on.' ^^M 

Shocked and stunned at the commeQcement of ihiiJ^^ 
ebultition, the olii wotnaq recovered her resoJuLlnn by 
'he time Mr. M. came to a cloau, and with mort; finii- 
ness ;ind spirit than she had yet exhibited, she retortedj 
*Iflhest.* were tlie plantations and my children sbves,^^ 
such language might, or raihtT must be home; but, ^ir^i^l 
we are in En^lcnd, and thanlta to the laws of thU free^^ 
country^ the mati ^vho would not he withhtdd hy the tV^ajr 
of God from oppressing bis hireling, irni^t render justice* 
or pay the [Hioalty of breaking these laws.' 

*WelI argued, I protest,' said the a^jent in a jeorini 
way. ' Bat, my dear ini-ain, thf?re are other contracts^ 
even in this free connlry, besides thai of holy triaLriinoiiy, 
where cnrtain parties having taken each other for better 
for worse, must abide by the bargain, nolens volens ; and 
(earned as you are in the law, you are doubtless aii- 
cjuainted that such is the case in the matter btdore us, 
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Doubly indignant at the scoffing manner of the un^ 
feeliojj; man, she quickly rejoined, ' Do you never dis- 
card ytuu' work-people if they break ihyir purl of the 
contmut, and prove idle, disordedy^, tiseless incuru' 
b ranees r' 

•^ \V«' have means to prevent their being so^' returned 
Mr. M. drily, and with a kno^vi^g nod. 

* Yf:s, you have means to forcf from your poor liUle 
Uborers the full measure of toil, and lo terriiy thfui into 

mi^i3ion,bnt I have yet to learn that there in no re- 

s for them when wrilhini^ under cmelly and wron^,* 

'You are in a j^^itod school fur learning many thia^ 

you don't yet know, my old lass ; but he jjl^'ased to^J 

walk otf; jfor I have thrown away too much time al4^| 

ready.' ^^ 

* Vet, sir, hear what I have to say, 1 beseech you. 
My intfrttjon is not to olFendj but lo ^fcW ^qu (A v^cvvw^ 
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that I am sure you cannot be aware of, or thoy w^ald 
not be sufiered to e^it^tJ 

* SLufl' and nonsense! Things can't go on to plcasf 
everybody ; and least of all, 1 trow, to pltase all the 
^faHdmothers of some thousauLls ui' cliildrtju. O. 
more, you must be ofi'.' 

' Then, sir, I will axW on Mr. Z.' 
'Do so.' 

* And I will use the advantage that hia friend's intro- 
duction affords me.' ^m 

*By ail means. ^ ^| 

* And I must report to him the uncivil reception yOQ 
have given me.' 

* Ah, don't he cruel [ Think what will become of me^ 
[If 1 am turned out of nny respectable situation, and seat 
to the mill — perhaps to the tread-mUl.' ^M 

A suppressed kugh from behind a. slight partition ^B 
tending along the skle of the desk, apprised ilie widow 
that otliers were enjoying the ridicule to which she was 
subjected. Her heart sankj and as she passed the door* 
way, tears gushed from her eyes. * 1 have been too 
hasty,' she mentally said ; * I have not preserved the 
meekness that becomes a Christian. I will go at once 
to Mr. Z., and plead with him in a better spirit, the 
Lord helping me. I know he is a father, and he must 
feel ; 1 know he is a gentleman, and he will not mock a 
poor old woman for appealing to Kia heart ami con- 
science, on behalf of two helpless orphans. Yes, 1 will 
forget the man's atironts, and ^ive the master no room to 
upbraid me.' 

A few minutes' walk brought her to the door ; and on 
inquiring for iVIr. Z. ahe w^as ushered iuto hi:ii presence. 
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On their first interviovvj ihe widow ha<l pecti Mr, Z, ;ti 
his counling-haujsf , anii undtir tlie character of the man 
of bufiiDL^sg : she was now at liis private dwellmi^, ami 
after treading with some wonder tho chequered uiarblr 
that graced the sjjwcioiia hall, and pasain!^ betvvepu two 
risin<^ platforms of rare and fra^mnt exotics that breatht^tl 
pf^rfume ihron^h the house, and croijsing a circular space 
whtTti tlui light from a lofty dome of gkss f^trL^imed 
down on some fine antique statuary, eho ibuntl herself 
in an apiirtniynt teeming with what to her rostic appre" 
hensiou appeared the gorgeous magnificence of royalty. 
It was^ indeed^ a large and vtry handsome rooiUj 
6ttei1 up with no lack either of taste or cost ; the crim- 
son drapery bordered and fi'inged and lassrled with imi- 
tative gold ; the couches, Ottomans^ and luxurious chairs^ 
the inlaid cabinets, and fashionable prohision of hijoute- 
rU that loaded tht? carved tablt^s, and even tho splendid 
carpet to which her dazzled eyes were soon turned in 
abashed bewilderment — ail produced on tho huoibh' 
<fame nn effect that for a moment almost ohlitemted th 
aubject of her visit. 

From a folding door, the partial openiiiff of which 
showed a table s;littering with cut ijjlass and silver plat 
the accompanimf nts of the family luncheon^ Mr. Z 
advanced, and took his station befoic Vft?^ t.tft-'^w 
where a time-piece of esquisitt^ -workiaaTia^sAXf ^"s^ V^ 
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strack some rausmal chimes from beneath the imnieDsft 
hell'glttsa that cuveret^its burnished gold. Mr. Z. drew 
forth a watch of ihe samtr prL'CJOUS mclal, aUacittiJ to 
a guard, aad while he regulaled the hanckj according tx) 
the time-jjiece. said: 

* Vou ^^^khed to speak to nip> 1 b.^liev^e V 

* I did, sir ; I feci it is a libt^iiy to take with you ; b\ 
the letter I brought from Mr. Stratlon some weclLS ^o, 
emboldens me to hope you will overlook it,' 

* Oh, theiij you ure the person from L. Haven't they 
given you work yet ?^ 

* Two of my family, sir, have been eniployed in yoi 
mill, from the time 1 first saw you.' 

' VVtll, and what then?* 

There was something so freezing in the gentlemai 
manner, as hc^ threw himself into an easy ch^ir, Inid oi 
leg over the other, aad fixing hiii eyea upon the gilt c( 
nice, awaited with impcrLurbitble nonchalance the reply 
this natural question, that poor Mrs. G reeo Jacked courag^ 
to mabj known her business. A minute passed in 
siknce, which was broken by his repeating in the saiQ^H 
frigid tone, ^| 

' Well, Mrs. Thm^tniy, what then ?' 

' I c^ame to you, sir, because 1 was unable to obtain a 
hearing from your agent. AH that 1 wtint is proterti< ~ 
for my poor ^irls against those who are too atron^: fc 
them.' Mr. Z. remained silent and immovahle, and 
resumed with more earnestness. * 1 need not tell > oi 
sir, how important it is to your interests^ not to nierition 
a. higher motive, that honest and diligent laborers ehoul 
be encouraged J and not exposed to bad example and il 
usagti from others of a contrary character. My chiUlrei 
by God*a blessing, are both honest and industrious, and 
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have been carefully kept from evil ; but in the pla 
where ihey are, it is looked on as a sin to be rehgivi 
or even modest. I come to beg your interference 
save a dear innocent orphan from cruel slander, and u_n- 
/ust persecution.^ 
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Mr. Z. (unied his lace to her, elevated his eyc-ljit>ws, 
and looking at a fainting that hiinirAbov^ her. hrftd, drily 
remarked, ' I fiincy hert;''b a (lUsLakc, good woiiJiiu. 1 
&m not the manugor ofthe Tiiill.' ^h 

' But you are tho iriaiuiger^s master, sir, and ihereforf^l 
to be apjH'aied to when hv reiuscs rfdrt'sa. Only t>rder 
an inquiry In bo mude into the businpss, and Justice to 
btf 'lone, and 1 will trouble you li'i fmlhtiT,' 

Another silence ensued. A t'uutman then brouL;ht ij 
some tetters on a silver salv^T, which Air. Z. lotik, avu 
commenced a leisurely exatninatiou of the seals ami di- 
rections* He opeoed oae, and ruail it with (iiiliheratJOM 
then, as he folded it, without looking up, said, ' Mj. M,.^i 
i:^ my agent,' ^H 

* But, sir, Mr. M. refuses to attend to me.' ^H 

The gentiemaa M^as again burled in conten^plalion ov^r 
unother letter ; and the poor widow, as she gaxt-d on him, 
then glanced at the splendors tbat surrounded her, begun 
lo feel the workings of that spirit which even in the ^;inc- 
tiGed bosom too oltea '* lusteth to eovy.^' There eat a, 
fellow mortal, a-^ frail a child of earth and of siu as hei' 
self ; one who had worked his way, not by the labor o£ 
liis own hands, but by the toil of others, to the posses 
Biott of such wealth, aiid the enjoyment of such luxury, 
as invested him w^ith a seeming superiority over 1 
brethren of the dnst. This, however, she ielt was t 
fruit of enteqjrise and perseverance; the returns of 
^at outlay, and as such not lo bu grudged ^ but 
theae rieheshail hardened his heart, had stilled the plead- 
ings of humanity, and made him not only cold and proud, 
but crueL ' Purely,* thought she, *■ he might tell me at 
once, and plainly, that he rejoctsmy petition, and bid me 
go. He ought not to keeji mc standing here, Ji^ed and 
foti^ed as I am, hoping for a more favorable answer,, 
and afraid to lose it by hastily retiring. Ho want* rn 
m^Q look round, to admire hi** glittering toys, nnd to drn 
BBpAinful contrast betwoea this palace tX^ti n\^ i^\4w\evv 
P^iblc home ; he knows that almost siYiy otte T^xt^itt ^A 
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MipvpyfaflEe Buad of tbe bnable ctntere vim 
miWiKJv BWsiOois hi* kiwre to speak «>ai. 1 
lift he liriw! t.;« ^rm and gbnced lowMs ber 
)4Nik iM> I ,irvoleDc<r, of onaccoQiilabftf 

..H.t . -..., 1,,^. jj nirprisc**^ t^'™ oat of b 

\ in a tone of nngry expr^stulatiott hej 
» H I ,tiiHl wimian, what, in the nwne 
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* J was waitins; your leave to go on, sir.* 
' To go on ! Vou have my leave to go out, which i& 

more to the purpose. Very extraordinary ! that I am lo 
bt! pestered with tnatters that ouly concern my a^ent. 
Pray did he send yoti ta ma ?' 

' No, sir ; but Mr. Straiten led me to hope I should 
Cod a ftiend in you,' 

* Mr. Stratton matle a fool of you, Cor his own pur-^™ 
poses. Learn, Mrs, \Vhat*s-your-name, to know jrOur^^H 
place; and remeniher, too, that my private residence j» ^\ 
not an oliice.^ So saying he twitched liie Le]l,and dis- 
appeared through Iho folding doors, as a footman eiit^^rfd, 
to ro-conduct the haflled ptiLitioner by tlie way slie 
came* 

The widow returned to her poor dwcllio^ tn a calm 
fraroe of mind than she had quitted it. This reaulte 
from having been d/iven eloser to Iier Almighty refug^ 
by rebuffs painful to flosh, and such as slie had aever be 
fore experienced, but which rendered doubly sweet to 
her soul the word of promise, "/will never leave thee, 
nor forsake thee." She took her Bible, and read aloucl 
Iq James, whose thin fingers were busily employed at 
his workj and the boy thought she had been enjoying 
some great spu^itual privtlegejso full did her heart appear 
of heavenly consolation. 

' Ahj my dear child, ^ she observed, when closing th 
blessed volume, * what a hard case is theirs^ who amoDi 
all the adversities of life know not where to look for sue! 
comforts as this book affords to us ! ' 

* Vtii sure 1 donH know, granny, how they manage ;bu 
they seem to think religion would make their troubles 
worse, instead of lightenin;^ them.' 

' If they were allowed to put asunder what God has 
jomed, James;— if they might take the promises and 
leave the commands, secure happiness without seeking 
holiticsSf and serve God and mammon together, we 
fthould find a great many who now bh\in ^M t^st^ xttN* 
religion^ very wiUiug to take ll up> "Bwt V\is tt^asA 
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what they hate ; pride will not own s erQciSed Saviour 
as the only bope, and corruption will not ibilow Hjcn 
throitrb trials, in the path of obedience^ nor de&ire th» 
saBctaBca-tSon that would spoil their reiisb M* \»sa and 
lolal pte»^r?s.' 

^ Well, grassy, I do think, thai is I «m afraid^ it is nc 
so much the Spent of God as the sickness I icel, tl 
oakcs me care so litUe about idle plar, uid love 
Bible as ! c»o.» 

' yi .'oy, sickness alone i^TJuld not weanyoi 

heart i i, much less would it endear the blo^t 

book to your soul ; Lnt tbis sickness is the trosa 
your loving Lord sees good to lay upon you ; and hecat 
you arc his own dear child, he k-ads you ioseefcref 
tnenl at that fountain of litef and to delight in the wc 
which tells yoo that poor as you are, and heljdess, sii 
feehlt^, and 'sinful, all things are yours, for you 
Chtist^s-' 

The boy dropped the long silken lashes in which tes 
had already «^alhered, and meekly replied, * 1 ara n( 
afraid Jesus w III cast m^ out, gninny, for I came to Hi 
becBOse b«* has inritt?d me, ^nd 1 am sure he never 
what fae did not mean.' 

The widow^s heart sang for joy over this simple de* 
daration of a hope that she knew would nevrr, never 
make ihc young believer ^hanrjed. How light seein*d 
the afflk'tion iHhIch hcid wpi»hed do^vti hor spin I all day, 
when thr:?. placed as it were in the baiauoe ajTiinst 
the e-\ !id fternal wei«;ht of glory appe:i»vd 

tbfe e> I James had never before S|»oken oi 

either as to his txkdily illness, or the strong hold that 
spirit liad taken on the promises of the gospel^ aod 
felt Ikow tiinely was the communication, at once to 
emn-xft and soothe her mind- 
But evening came, and broUg;ht a renewal of troul 
■' ' -"s ^e, for the first lime^ appeared swollen wi 
njj, and Marj" w^is in a state of excitement rend* 
widest by her vtm^^^les to cooccal it. ^'eil 
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entered into any explanation, but Helen, on being urged 
to speak, ssiid, * I -will no more dissuade you ftom going 
to the inaDiLtjer; for indeed I famiul much Jongtr bear it ; 
the work is getting beyond my atreui^th, and ihey make 
it heavier than it need to be— all because 1 will not go 
along with them in wickedness.^ ^H 

little did the widow .suspect that th(^ fair yoi^ng gtrl so^l 
teotlerly reared by her, to whom even the language of 
uukindness was never addressed, had tbat iHj lieen 
erueliy beaten by a ruffian overlooker ! Mary a]yn( 
knew it. 

However, it was evident that some sort of protectioi 
must be obtained; and williout divulging to any of th( 
iamily her past proceedings or larth^'r intentions, Mrs, 
Green make up her mind lo try tin appeal to tJie eldei 
brother of the house of Z. who bore the character of a 
very domestic man, i-emarkably fond of his daughters.^^« 
She had never seen bim, as (,hey had been absent, and^H 
Mr. Stratfon'a letter was to the other Z. The bouse ^H 
was a little way out of town ; ihe grounds through which 
she had to pass were beautilblly planted ; and the con- 
trast of fresh air, green leaves, bright sunshinf and the 
singing of birds, to the scene she had junl quitted, wa( 
most reviving. She trod the velvet grass with the elastii 
city of a younger step; and her hope brightened as ehi 
approached the elegant, but atill rural mansion. 

She was admitted into the libraryj a large and (.'Iiter- 
ful room, of which the long windows opened upon a 
bwu, diversifietl with llovi'cr-pots. Mr. Z. was attired 
in a plain loose morning eoal, seated at a table whert 
booki* and writing materials lay before him ; at a smallft| 
laUle, near him, was a lovely young lady, seemingli 
about ihe age of Helen ^ employed in paintiug a group 
rtowers. The widow'a humble curtsey was scknow-? 
lodged by a slight nod from Mr Z., and after glancing 
hftr drens, always neat and highly respectable, he loU 
her to sit down. 

* At }ei3gihf then,* thought the peliluiueT^ii^'i^^^i 
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^ fully obeyed, ' at length I have found the right person ; 
' and my suit will be hoard.' 

I Encouraged by this belief, she proceeded to state the 

I occasion of her visit ; and me^^tias^ with no loterruption, 
I she entered upon the topic as especially affecting the 
morals and health of her youtig charges. She spoke ot 
I Helen as a piousj modest, retiring girl, who required 
I nothing inore than liberty to remain so, and to pursue 
, lier work with the diligence that fortried part of her 
I character j but who, because she maintained her into;^' 
I rity among many evil examples, was not only persecuted 
I by her fcllow-laboiers, but nlso oppressed, at their insti- 
I gation, by the people placed in authority over them. AW 
\ that she sought was an intinnation from the superiors of 
[ the concern to the men who overlooked the common 
I hands, that they required to have virtue protectedj and 
industry encouraged, instead of the reverse. 

Daring her appeal for Helen, whose orphan state she 
briefly^ hut touchingly deacribfdj the young lady fre- 
fjuently suspended the operations of her pencil, and lis- 
tent^d with looks of kind commiseration : Mr. Z. wai^H 
silent, and a gloomy evprcssion gathered on his featureS^H 
■which mi^ht^ however, result from dissati start iou at 
hcaiitig of his people's miU-practices. At length, he 
glaneeil towards his daughter, and catching one of her 
compassionate looks directed to the speaker, he abruptlv^— 
exclaimed, * Amelia, go to your sisters- ' "^M 

She immediately left the room ; and no sooner was th^^ 
door closed than Mr* 2* commenced an angry speech, 
reprimanding the widow for introducing such iniproiw^™ 
subjects in tht? ^presence of a young lady, whose earf^H 
ought not to have been assailed by discourse bo unfit fo?^ 
a delifate mind. 

* What have I said, , sir ?' asked the poor w^oman in 

amaze : ^ surely I have avoided every wotd that could 

be tUou^liE improper ; and I never spoke of, or alluded 

an_ylhing indelicate.' 

' I'ou tfdked of " drunkards, Bwear&ra^ tmd shameless 
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people," and drew a plcturft of misery, dirt and ctjnfuslon 
unfit to be heard of m a place like ihla. It is, let me 
tell you, no small lilK-rty to come to luy house on such 
an errand at all ; but to talk before my daughter is un- 
pordotiablo.' 

' Oh, sir, thougih of very humble rank, my poor IJelrn 

ia modest aand delicate as you yoursdf can desire a female 

to be ; and she is obliged to h^ar and lo see in ihe.ir 

worst forrasj all the evil thinorg that I spoke of, and others 

that I could not even mention before the youn^ lady. 

Let this move your compassion for hei-.' But Mr. Z. 

had workfJiJ himself into a passion, for propriety's sake. 

' Really, woman, your assarance is matchless ! Not 

' content with insulting my daughter by your low conver- 

' nation, you must now place some dirty factory (virion the 

same level with her, and tlience argue that 1 am to go, 

in person of conrse^ and rescue your distres3ed damsel 

from the mill !' and he laughed lu bitter scorn as he 

spoke. 

What could the dismayed applicant do to appease 
I nim ? Every attempt at e.xptatiation seemed to aggra- 
vate her oH^nce, and at length shi> rose from her si^at ; a 
movement that seemed to impart no smali satisfjietion to 
Mr, Z. who quickly pulled the bell, and hsmseif striding 
across the room, opened the door for her, aaying, ' 1 believe 
1 you have erred more through ignorance utid jiresumptioa 
, than any positive wish to ofibnd me : so \ shall say no 
more : — there, e;o alonj;,' he added, slightly touchinft bt^r 
wm to expedite her, aa, at the encouragement of thi* 
more raodenite speech, she once more strove to address 
him, '^o along, good woman, and learn* bettei' mannem 
for the future.' 

As she followed » servant through the hall, Miss Z., 
the innocent cause of, or rather pretext for this rude 
re.bufl*^ cam** towards her with money in her band ; ' I 
am go sorry for your distress,' she gentiy stiul, ' and pei^ 
haps you will accept this trilie Vo b\i^ a. W"« >i\vQ!^% \^k. 
jrour orphan gicL ' 
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* D&ar young lady!' replied the widow, * il is n^ 
^ Oionfy thaL 1 watil : but if I could win yeur falber''spro- 

Itection for my p^or giHa, how thaukful I shuultl he i' 
* Oh,' exclaimed Amelia, looking frightened, ' Papa 
never allows any o^u3 to inttTfere in tiie least about the 
mills — ^I must not say one word to him on thai, bct^ause ' 
here a side door opened, and an elder domestic ap- 
peared, who, darting *. look of anger at the poor womant 

" said in a testy voice, ' Miss Amelia, your Mamma wants 
you directly. Directly, Miss,' he repeated impatiently, 
as the girl was about to finish her srutencc ; and, soeiii- 

' ingJy 'with reluctance^ ahe walked away. The maD 
growling in an angry under lone to his fellow servant^ 

i * Turn her out at once,' •followed his young mistress ; 

I and the other, a mere youth, proceeding to th(i door with 

i Mrs. Greenj took occa^on to whisper, ' Yrm can't suc- 
ceed here : yt>u*ll only make yourself enemies in the miU, 
by trying to get justice out of it. If the agent isn't 
your friend, never reckon on any good by coming to the 
owners; and our ^^[eiit ia nobody's friend but his own.' 
What a change comes over the face of creation when 
sadness weighs down the heart that ercwtiile ' rejoiced 
in nature's joy ?' The sua shone as brightly, the green 
turf spread as broadly, tho flowers bloomed in an aln-ios- 
phere as fragrant, and the little birds renewed tbeir carol 
with glee as unrestrained; hut no response was found In 
the poor widow's aching bnsnm to tlfielr claims on her 
glad attention^ Sorrow had overwhelmed her spirit, 
always too sanguine because prone to make her own 
warm-hcartedne:is the standard of anticipations respecting 
othei's. Her last hope had failed : of the agent, what 
she had just heard was evidently true, and too plainly 

I the young footman had represented the usck'ssness of 

t other appeah jVeitker of the Messrs. Z, had chosen to 
enter at all on the subject of her complaint, and it was 
dear that an excuse had been seized by ibis gentlem 
koughl^y to balTle her suit, as ]m brother liud contempt 
^iisJy ^ozea her into silence. Yet tlv^re lingered in her 
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mind a sort of incredulity as to thf^ possibility of such 
state of things cxistini^ in Enj;land^ simply becauso it wi 
Kugland. Whe rcmenibtrcd that Mr. Barlow Iiud onc( 
held a meeting ofhb parishioners, in order Id gtve llien 
an opportunity of pftitianing Pailianient for tbi; lau 
abolition of slavery in our western colonies : a gentlemat 
attended, who detitded the wronga and deafribt'd th< 
sufferings of the poor uj^groes, previous lo recelvint^ theii 
signatures. On ihitt occasion, a stout old fiirmer, of th< 
himibU-r class, was st^ated n^'ar her ; atid she could no| 
forgfct lh(2 feverish anxiety with which he awaited pel 
mission lo write his name. Half ^bin^ front the bencl 
leaning his hLiiids on the knob of a etout oaken gts 
every thio;er trembling with a;^itation, while his Ibreheai 
was slr^^aked with crimson, and his light grey eyw 
blooJ-ijhot and glistening, seemed ready to sturt from hi 
head, he stared by turns at the pleader and at the ro! 
of parchment which he held, until the speecli vrj 
concluded, the petition was spread oat, and tla- rnk-stauc 
placed beside ii : then he sprang forward with a strp t!iat 
shook the room, and after cutting rather than writing his 
name on the skin» he returned to his place, dMwiog the 
sleeve of his smock-frnck across his eyes, and with a sourM: 
belwet-n a sob and a growl^ ejaculalpd, ' Wow ! netgh- 
r Green, the man, woman, or child that wont go on 
nd+id knees morning* noon and night, to thank Go;l fof_ 
bein^ born in Old En;^lani3, (jue;ht to be made a ni*^i 
slave of.' Then turning to Richard, !ie added, ' Lad, yi 
wor boin a freeman i ye b;^ a poor boy: but not a- La 
in the land can stamp his fine boot on the toe of your ol 
*hoe but yi* may take the Jaw on him. Think o' that, 
Dick I Liberty jmd old Kndand for ever !* 

The sc'-ne had hi^pn talked over at night in their owi 
dear cottat^e ; and M"r.i, Biii'k"r, with I hat legal knovvledgi 
■which it besenncil a headh^''^ wife to possess, had ex 
poundt'd to thfTTi tbe law of tiicir native land, exLUipHfy 
ins: it l*V a lecitul c»f caiii!s occurrin«j; "wit,h\v\ \\<it ci'^tv x^- 
caWecthnj where far instancca ot syi\i\^ofae«. v\^'^»t*a!< 
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even ludicroualy trivial, certain litigious cottagers Lad 
aummoned thf ir richer neighbors btifore a magistrate ; ayl 
and obtained redress too, 1 

AM these things had tended to deepen iti the mind ol 
our widow tht; feeling of independence natural to it j sha 
regarded ihe legal enactraents of her country aa being td 
cvei'v poor n^n " his owii vine and his own fig-tteejl 
under whose sihadow ho might securely sit; and nowi 
despite of all prestnt experlcnccj ehe was confident thai 
redress was to be had, though M'here she could not telD 
There was no outrage yet committed — so far as sbJ 
knew— to warrant an appeal to magisterial aulhoi-ityj 
but surely there must be some species of protection short 
of thai:. The remarks of South flashed tipoti her menioryj 
and she dreaded to find hia descriplioii just, Lo ihe letter a 
but still, she thought, ' we are in England ; and it is no| 
possible ibat in this Engliiah town there should be soma 
thousands of slaves — w^hite slaves — free-born filavcs^iiJiJ 
my own children among them. No : it is not possible'— | 
and she quickened her pace, as if to escape from tha 
tormentiug suggestion that it was not nuly possible but 
absolutory true. 

When in the evening, tho party once more assemble* 
her attention was partially diverted by seeing Mary pu] 
in with her a singular-looking child, from whose thicl 
tangU'tl ringlets of dark auburn peeped out a little fac( 
full of expression, and of a complexion the clear beau! 
of which was not wholly obscured by eiLI the soil that ba( 
accumulated upon it. Her bright hazel eyes danced w 
evident pleasure, and the pretty mouth was dimpled wil 
smiles as it uttered balf-coaxjngly, balf-reproachfulh 
*Ah, then. Miss Mary, ma'am, that I wouldn't be h 
clean myself for tbe gentry to $ee me !' 

' It will make you more careful to clean youraelfj Katy, 
if I let them see liow dirty you are ; come along^ granny 
won't be cross to you.' 

The little girl advanced, and stood smiling and blush.- 
iDg before the widow, who, kindly patting her cheek, 



FURTHER DtSAPPOrHTMENTS. 



t«s 



■aid, ' Soj you are Mary*s little friendj Katy Ma- 
!ony*' 

' Vm Miss Mary^s acavengOFj ma'am.' 

* And Maiy is your piecenLT^' added Helen, who sai 
the old woman look grave at this distinction of ranks. 

* STcs, Pm Miss Katy's piecener, ma'ani,' said Maryii 
high good humor, imitating Katy's accent as she sto* 
beside her. The little girl looked round, and laughei 
After a few more remarks, Mary drew her grantlmoth^ 
asidsj and with a face full of earnest anxiety said, * 01 
granny, that poor child's father is so weak, and so frien* 
less, and treated so unkindly by the people where the] 
lodge I I want you to get him in here, and talk to hiin^ 
for oh, you can't think how shockingly ignorant he is _ 
Yqxm won't helieve it, but I found out that he says hit^ 
prayers to the Virgin Mary^ — only think f lo the Virgin 
Mary, who died one thousand seven hundred and odd 
years ago ; and he splasher a little pump-walcr about 
every night ; for what, can you ever guess ? No, that 
you never could^he does it to frighten the devil, granny ! 
Did you ever in all your whole life hear of anytliing like 
that, granny ?' 

The widow had heard of it before ; but she only re- 
plied, * Well, my darling, blessed be God for the Bible, 
which teaches us to avoid all such foolish and wickea 
ways.* 

* That is just the thing, granny : Pm quite sure Katy' 
fiither knows no more about the gospel than any heath* 
at the world's farthest end. I wai»t you to teach him.' 

* If you bring him here, we will do what the Lord en- 
ables us.* 

* Thank you, thank you, my own granny ! I brought 
Eaty that she may see how kind you are, and that we 
are not the grand s;entry she takes us for. She will sooo 
bring her father, if you encouragn her a little*' 

So Katy was encouraged to her heart's content ; and 
having had her ' tayj' as she called it,\.ot)V.\e'aN^ -'wV^ ^ 
joyous promise thai she would ask. \i«iT l^i^et \o ^^xnM 
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fiext evening. This liUle incident gave a pleasant lu^ 
to their fechngs. Mary wait eloquent on tht^, subject d 
Malony's unaccountable religion; and the widow gavi 
them some insight intu iL3soiil-drsLruyin<:j character, frofli 
the pagps of inspirt'tl truth. All the misstohary Zful wid 
which Mr. Barlow had lovtd to itisptre his little flock 
on behitU" of the heatht'n, was now kindtnd airesh, itj 
ohject being a poor Irish papitit, who was liatenitig tW 
whiJc to his child's enraptured dt^scription of ht-r ue^ 
friends, and giving her the promise she sought tjf aceouij 
panj'ing her lo their dwellino;. Hut when the hour d 
rest arrived, the widow could not help noticing the evl 
dent difficulty and pain attending; the movement a| 
Helen's arm. She questioned her, and was lold that ihj 
faliguti was certainly great, and that any amtdioration « 
her mental and bodily safltTlngs woiild be wclcom^ 
Beyond this, she owned notldncj j hut htr frequent ^lati 
and restlessness during the night iucresiited her fricndlj 
nncasinesa (o such a pilch that she resolved on maldni 
another attempt to discover where redress for factorw 
wrongs waa to be sought : and to this edd she ma.de id 
her mind thiit a visit to the clergyman whose ministn 
she attended would b[> the safest itep. He was certainfl 
a good man : he preached the trutli^ and bore ii hi;d 
character for humanity and every other rio^iU quality. IS 
must needs know the mill-system, for he had been severrf 
years rector of that parish i and he would surely poins 
out to hfr the best path to take. Onre decided 'upos 
this plan fcft her nothing to regret but that she had nq 
adoptt-d it in the first instance, fiso, next morning!, wit! 
as little delay as possible, after setting her simple housa 
hold in order, shes tied on her black silk bonnet and Sua 
day cloak, and announced herself at the rector'y door ^ 
one of his parishioners^ seeking counsel from hjm. Tl« 
servant soon returned, bidding her sit down in a smal 
parlor for a few minutes : and there the widow cheei) 
fully av\^aited the coming of one who would^as^he fondll 
believed^ pat her in possession of that rare philosophcrij 
siouG^uatice in the factories. ' 
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The rector was a man of grave, quiet aspect, more stately 
and reserved than Mr. Barlow, but perfectly kind both 
in language and maimer. He listened not only with at- 
tention but with evident interest to the tale ; and the 
significant shake of tlie head that marked his emphatic 
dissent £totn her conduct in yielding to Mr. Stratton's 
persuasion boded little good. This gesture was frequent- 
ly repealed as she went on ; but her heart never quaked 
so iDuch as when it was used as a comment on her 
declaration, that certainly there must be a remedy 
somewhercj though she had not yet been able to discover 
where. 

* I now feel, sir, that I have done wrong, verj wrongs 
in catching at a seeming advantage without snt"* 
thouglit and prayer ; but 1 erred through anxiety for th 
welfare of those dearor to me than myself.' 

* I make no doubt of it, Mrs. Green ; but when un 
happily we neglect the comniand to be wise as serpentSj 
the harmlessnesg of the dove will not save us from the 
consequenccti of lliat omission,^ 

* In ol] my ways, sir, I strove to acknowledge Godj; 
and I trusted that he would direct my path*' 

* True ; but there is a little word of mighty meaning, 
which is much insisted on in scripture : "Wait." You 
seem to me to have overlooked that word, ^ 

* I acknowledge my fault, sir ; I own my hastiness ; I 
take all shame to myself; and believe me^ mv suS^tvo^ 
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have not been smalL But now I come to ask couoseli 
while humbly receiving your just rebuke. Submit 1 
must to very many privations j my ftiltire days must be 
passcd in sorruw aud anxiety ; and 1 never can expect 
again to know the comfort I once enjoyed. But though 
W(3 must all loil painfully and all suffer in various ways, 
1 want mv children protected from vice on the one haiid^ 
and from oppression on the other. This la what every- 
body in a Christian, free country, has a right to expect ; 
and it is all I may now presume to crave,' 

The recfor again shook his head j * I can only direct 
you to seek help of God.' 

* But he works by means, sir ^ and I am bound to use 
the mearis.^ 

* Your case, I lament to say, is that of many othets, 
who on first coming to the mills are shocked at the de- 
moralization prevailing ; and not being aware that the 
evil hua outgrown all ordinarj-' means of checking it, per- 
suade themselves that redress may be obtained, untU^ 
experience sbow8 that nothing remains but to isubmit t^^| 
their painful lot,' ^^ 

* Yesj sir,' said the widow, with some warmth, for she 
thought the rector treated the matter much too pble^ 
Doatically, * yes, sir, another thing remains ; amd that 
to quit these wicked mills altogether.' 

* Of course, if j^ou have any other means of suhsisten 
for your family ; but from what you have told me I ^lioul 
fear you had not ; and let me, as a friend, diiisuadc yo 
from another precipitate movement.' 

Mrs. Green was greatly distressed ; she began to ft 
the pressure of the bonds that surrounded her on all side, 
and with tears in her eyes cxclain^ed, ' And will not yo 
sir, for the love of Him whose minister you are, assistme 

* Believe me,* answered the rector kindly^ * had 1, ii 
stead of a limited parochial income, twice the revenues 
of this diocese at my disposal, they would cot suffice to 
answer even a small part of the heart-rending appeals 
daily made to my charity.' 
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* I believe it^ sir, from %rhat I hare seen ^ but it k not 
money I Want.' 

' What then do you require of me T 

* To lielp me to remove my poor children into some 
situation ^here they may earn iheir breadj honestly and 
safely.' 

' U is imposBiblcy unless you have friends in the placej 
to give you a very special recommendation amon^ tha 
upper cla9se& ; and even then 1 ft^ar the competitioa is 
too great to atlbrd you a. reasonable hop« of succeeding. 
As a country girlj well brought up, and of unques- 
tionable character, H'l^len might have procured a pro- 
per service ia some family here ; but even so short 
a time in a mill (to say nothing of the aapcrsiona so 
cruelly cast on lier) would be an insuperable objec- 
tion. For myself, I would readily oiler to assist you 
in this Tvay, but the little interest of that sort Avhich 
I may possess, is, like tny purse, taxed to the uttermost : 
and at this moment 1 have the parents of several excel- 
lent girls, educated in my own schools, anxiously look- 
ing to me" to avert the necessity of sending Ihem to the 
mjlls, by finding domestic situations anjong ray friends.' 

The widow sighed deeply ; then, after a pause, re- 
sumed, ' Arc you cot able, sir, at all to influence the 
owners and managers of these factories ?' 

' Not unless they have beeti so brought under a higher 
influence as to esteem the minister for his Master's sake j 
and this^ 1 am sorry to say, is not the case within the 
sphere of my labors, in fact, yotir employers, with 
their families, are church-going people, and pay all out- 
ward respect to the ordinances of religion ; but would no 
mon' think of allowing any intGrfcreiice on the clergy- 
man's part with their worldly concerns, than they would 
of intenneddiin^ with him in the composition of a sermon.' 

' Am I then to look on the case as hopeless P 

*- 1 wi.Nh I could point out any cheering prospect to you ; 
but 1 fear you must now abide the cou'&tif\ni«swcfcs. c!v 
hasiy^^Pi 3«(i patientJy await the. oxs^svf^x Vft ' 
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from Him who, though for the present he aflUclB, vA\ 
yet show mercy. All tht^se things, howsoever pamfi 
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they may be, ore working together for good to you, t{ 
you love God.' 

The widow humbly assKDted \ and feeliDg that Ihei 
was no pretence for a prolonged visit, took tier leave. 

This interview wm, in its effects, by far the most d 
prejs&iug of all she hfid receotJy tried. It seemed as 
though every door of escape was rapidly closing round 
her; and at the saiue time her spirit was chi[led to 
unwonted degr*;^. She could not deny that the recti 
had been perteetiy Idnd j that he had IJiiteiied willing] 
answered to the point, and advised her judiciously, b. 
sides bringing some scriptural encouragemeats to hi 
mind ; but abe missed the earnest zeal in her interea 
the cordial syinpathy in her griefs, the oil and wine 
divine consolation poured into every wound by h^r Vi 
l^ge PostotT. She missed the closing prayer, the ferve 
parting benediction, all of which her fancy had in p 
pect mixed up with this viait. Kesiijon told her that 
was impossible for a stranger to enter so fully into t 
case as one whom she had known for years ; and ih 
the rector was so beset by applicants, so accustomed b 
the tale of wrong and sorrow, as to render it surprisi 
that he should have bestowed so much attentuAioa her 
yet she felt it, and perhaps not th& less keenly becau 
he had so honestly shown her the root of present sutle 
ing in her injudicious conduct. We are far more willi 
to condemn ourselves than to hear from others the 
truthful sentence. 

Meanwhile, the object of her efforts seemed to rece 
more remotely from view as ah^^ strove to approach it* 
The very simplicity of the ease added to her perplexity 
She had hired out her children (o devote a stipulate 
portion of their time to daily labor, in an establishme: 
ownedj and, as she supposed, conducted by Kngl) 
gentlemen. She had witnessed many of the various kinds 
of service in which the poorer classes of the land engage i 
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&nd she knew tbat id any cuse of dissBtisfactioa od either 
&ide, the aggrieved party could at least statt* his grierance 
JD a competeiit quarter i but here she found herdt'll" cum- 
pletely batHed, ref>plied on all sidt^s, she scarcely knew 
how ; but made conscious ihat no one admitted his own 
respoQsibility, or seemed aware of being under any obli- 
gation to judge the cause of the poor who labort;d for 
oiin. It then occiirrt^d to her that a system ol" Inspection 
had been established, and that the gentleman appointed 
to f^xecute this duty must be the individuai to redrt 
what was wrong, U appeared strange tliat the rec 

should have failed to pointout s<n>bviousa resource ■ a . 

^e delerriQined to ascertain some particulars. South,' 
whom she knew to be jusl then out of work, seemed » 
likely person lo give her information on this point j and 
making due allowance for the dark coloring that his 
^rumbling propensities would Ihrow over every subject, 
^he thought a statcmcut of bare facts from him might be 
valuable. To hia house therefore ahe repai/ed — ^a dark, 
'Ireary, miserable-looking abode — where she Ibiiud lum 
engaged in rcadino: a dtHy newspaper. Aft^^r a few 
mutual inquiries, and civil speeches, she put the query 
to him, without mentioning the circumstances tiiat led lo it. 

' Inspectors !' exclaimed South, withasmileof dertsion, 
*yes, I can tell you enough about the inspectors ; and 
that without going beyond what concerns our own faiui- 
lies. When the new plan first came outj we poor pcopli; 
thought we had got a great boon, and should have every- 
thing put to rights ; but of ail the tricks ever played us, 
I think that is the most bare-faced. Nowj Mrs. Greeny 
please to listen.^ 

' 1 Rhall be sure to do that, neighbor*' 

* Ay, I dare say you've begun lo find out the want of 
somcthirg in the shape of justice ; but you may look lon^^HJ 
enouch before you find it. This district where we liv^^B 
is under the inspection of a gentleman appointed by gov- 
ernment, and it ts hb duty to look aV tivkivj tu\\V "wV^Icivft"'*.. 
Nowj how big do yon think this dietr'ici \&V 
13* 
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^ Indeed, I can^ ^i^y; perhaps thijs town and &no 

as large.* 

^ You know the map of England V 

' Yes, pretty weU : the children learnt it at home.* 

' Well, ma'am, our inspector's district includes 

county of Lancaster, the county of Northiiinberland, the 

county of Cumberland, of Westmoreland, of DarhaiUjand 

two ridings of the pretty little county of York,* J 

* Impossible 1' \ 

* It is true : and the number of mills that he has to 
superintend is about eighteen hundred. Jv'ow there are 
little more than Lhree hundred days to a year, leaving out 
Sundays and holidays ; the inspector's district lies spread 
over many hundred miles of country ; the mills are 
greatly scattered^ many being in villages^ and on little 
streams in remote places; aud so you may judge what 
lime the gentleman has to look after every one of them.^ 

^ But surely he has a great many agents ?' 

' He has four.' 

*Four!» 

* Four suh-inapectors, called superintendents, who, h' 
flying about, contrive as they say, that one of them should 
visit each place three times a year, to see how things are 
going; on, to report to the inspector-general, and so forth.* 

* But that is too seldom to be of any real use ; if the 
person only comes three times in a year, all sort of wrong 
can go on for nearly four months without a check, and 
then the complaints will be so many and of such lon^^ 
standing, that he must be quite overwhelmed, and pu4^| 
zled among them,' ^1 

South laught'd % ' The superintendent has not even 
power to enter a mill, but with the full consent of ihe 
owners ; if he hears of any bad doings, he cannot insist 
on investigating the matter ; he can only send a report 
to his chicfj and it ia he who must inquire and pimish.' 
' What, the gentleman with the eighteen hundred mills ? 
t would take him a year's time to judge upon half the 
CBsea hrous^ht before him^ that had accuKtulated si 
his I&st vi^ii m one large fAcVot"Y \.qwq,1s\\.o^*^^^i 
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* said South, ^ the inspector has no 
ly case whalcver, if the matter com_ 
of ciid not occur within fourteex days of the lime 
VheQ ihc* superintendent discovers and reports it.** 

The widow stared at hor ioformantj doubting whether 
she heard aright. 

* So mych ibr the law, Mrs, Green ; and dow for the 
facts to show you how it works* I had a girl of si\tee] 
brought up in the country, a stout, fine girl, who lookc* 
almost eighteen ~ well, she engaged herself iu a mill 
where they worked all nij^ht j and you know people ct\^er 
eighteen may work as much as they please — tliere is QO 
law for them. My poor girl got covetous of the wages, 
and represented herself to he more thitn eighteen) and so 
obtained regular night-woi-k. Everybody saw it would 
kill the cliild ; but she had a taste for drcss^ and nothing 
could hinder her, because whatever she got besides the 
regular day-wa^ea was her own, of course. Well ; some- 
bi^y mentioned to the superintendent that she was under 
age ; and when the chietman camc» he asked her. She 
said she was near nineteen ; and bebg^ as 1 told you, a 
fine grown girl, much stouter than the most of the fac- 
tory girla are at twenty, he did not doubt her word. She 
was iid't lo please hersetf, and so sht^ did *, antl in a year 
{t\>m that time we buried her.'' 

* But you could surely have interposed your authority 
as a father,' observed the widow, who saw more te 
blame in the narrator than in any other person eon 
cerned. 

* That's easier said than done,' replied South with a 
shrug. ' Disobedience to parents is one of the first les- 

ons learned in the niillg ; and besideSj my good neigbbor-^^ 
when you have seen one of the llying visits of our io^H 

* ' If every scctLon of the law had been violnled on the 17th of 
loiiiinry, ind I so to the niiJl on Ihe Isl of EpJiirnrtry, I Cfinnal loueh 
nim-'— Vidi' Eviilenct* of LtKpnani Horner, Ji^q., rHspeclor, eiven 
no ottlh bclucctiiL' CoDomiUee uC the Hou^e of C':ixftmoTv?i, ^bxcSb. 
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speclorSj afid how nicely the owners keep them letheted 
where there is anything wrong to be found out, you will 
understand matters betLer tlian yt/u. can do from any de- 
.ficrijrtioii of mine.' 

The widow could not gainsay this ; but she felt deep- 
ly for Ihe poor young suicide. JJtrc was first a lure 
rprtod betore her by the mUl-owner in the shape of addi- 
tional wages^ for which to barter her very life ; then most 
lulpable tnicouragement givt-n by tbe act of the parents in 
Wlowlng hor to appropriate the extra earnlngSj while they 
'^oci:eLed the iVuit of berday-labor — actual tDcoQriigement 
tlmt roJM-lored void whatever Ihey might say against the 
proL^eeding. Again^ there was an evident dereliction of 
duty on the part of any man who, being cmplpyed to cor- 
rect nbuscs of thiR sort, couhl content himself with the de- 
[inidl of the party most interested in practising a decpption^ 
and leave the poor young girl to her fate. * God be prais- 
ed,' she mentaily ejacuiatedj ' that all this wodd'& wealth 
would not tempt tny Helen to a lie f 

iSoulh, meu-tiwhile, looked vexed und disconcerted 5 he 
saw tbnt his own unnat\iral conduct had struck hisr auditor, 
'and he began, as usual, to lament the hardening eil'cct 
thtit the system produced on all connected with Jt; then 
proceeded — * Bad as it is to let young people go on all 
Tiight, if they will just say they are eigbtet-n, and doiiH 
look much less, the other two things that our inapecLora 
on^ht tu remedy are worse : Tiorkin^ >'oun^ children over- 
hours, and iil-lreating the poor little laborers. Two of 
your own graDdchildren lie beside my girl in the church- 
yard from the first ; and Sarah is following thefii as fast 
as she can, through the last of the^e two evils.' 

This was bringing the matter home to the widow''a 
present anxieties : she asked what dilficnliy there could 
be in obtaining redress under circurastances so glaring, 
and so easily proved, 

' hi the first place,* replied South, * you must reme 
ber that twelve hours a-day is the time limited fur Ih 
juder eighteen years of age \ with the hours aUbri 
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meals and schooling, your chilJreu going, t think, a 
If-past five in the momu;^^, finish ih^ir day iu the mil 
at seveD V 

* Yes ; they come home very punctually.' 
^ And you think if they were worked aa hour longer 

than the hiw aLlow:^, you could prove U, aud call the 
owners to account V 

•■ There could btj no want of proofs, when so maoy must 
know of the circuinsiance.' 

^ No : besidejj which, the owtier who worked liis mill 
beyond the proper hovirsj would obtain uu adTaiitiii^o over 
Ma more honest rn^ighhors, [ind so make it their interest 
to wELtch and report hini. The g*^i]tlen:ieji m Parliament 
who think we have already got all we outrht to havej lay 
11 great stress on this 5 and also say that the lights in the 
raill, after the regula.r time, would alone be aulhctcnl to 
draw attention. For all that, VVright's children died of 
overwork, being in a mill where they managed to cheat 
alike laws, the inspector, aiid Ike laborers. FirtitH, the 
time-books were kept so unfairly that they made it look 
list as they chose ; and you may be sure neither s'jper- 
intendcnt nor inspector had leisurt; enough to searcH out 
the roguery; particularly as they took good care to go 
on cofi^ctJy for a couple of weeks before the visit ; and 
whatever had happened beyond that lime was out of the 
reaeh of punisliment. Next, they chi^flted the children 
out of their proper hours for meals and schooling, by al- 
tering the clock, and other eotitrivances ; and if tliey 
wanted lo keep all hands at work lialf-an-hour, or longer, 
alter re^lar closing hours, they would loosen a pin or a 
strap in the mornings stop the machinery for a few minutes 
Inset it right, ajid then, Muder shelter of the very act they 
were brcjiking, detain them at night to work up lost time,' 

' But all this might have beea told to the superinten-^^ 
dent, or inspector, and punished.' ^H 

* [f it happened wilbin fourteen days; and if any oj^^ 
the laborers thought it worth their while to be tviTtvcd^Vit 
of work for coinpk\imng^ or iU-trealei Via Niic ieS^ ^^n^^™ 
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after : bnl ih.\s did not bappeo ; and the children fell oj 
into galloping consuQiptioas as faiit as they could gi 
The VVrights are a sickly family^ and their children cou 
wot stand it long.*^ 
I ' Was Sarah In that mill V 

\ * No, sho was wiLk your friends the Messrs, 2,j ye 

j pride themselves on being gT^at time-keepersj and nev 
' fail to inform againatoiiendinig neighbors. If an unusu 
demand conies, they have other means of meeting t 
emergency without working^ uver-hours.' 

' But this watching of one another must certainly be a 
great hindrance to deceit about ttme.' 

^ If childrea alone are employedj it k : but when t 
mill is kept going for those who havt; no protection fro: 
the laws, because they are, or say they are, eighlee 
many a half-hour is stolen, early and lattj, without dii 
covery, from the pooi* little ones. Vour young people ai 
stiJl fresh in the work, and have a hearty good-will to i 
but wait awhilej and you^l see them come home so fi 
ged and worn out, that half-an-hour will seem mure 
them, whether for labor or for rest, than half a day use 
to do. However, I was going to speak of poor Sarah ; 
she was always simple and T\eak-miudcd, and all manner 
of advantages were taken of it, not so »mch by the chil- 
dren as the overlooker, who happened to be a great rascal ; 
aud having some spite against the innocent creature, was 
always for revenging everj^body's faults on her. He 
would give her orders that she hnd not the wit to un- 
derstand properly, and then knock her about for the mi 
takus that could not but follow. You know, sometimi 
one has a dislike to some particular individual, even with- 
out any real cause ; that is the case often in the ndlls^ 
among the upp""" work-peoplej who are wearied and 
plagued enough, . id glad to vent theirjll humor where 
they can do h s^ ;Iy. Wo to the ftstory child that is 
in the bad gracef of a cross-tempers spinner or over- 
looker ! Sarah, t len quite a little one, got a blow from 
t/us fellow, which Jiurt her so inuth. Ih&l he was su 
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tined : ihh made him more bitter, 
though at the same time more cautious how he showed it. ^h 
1 dunH suppose it is true, though many say &o, thut she ^M 
was sent or pushed into a dangerous part of the ma- ^^ 
chiueiyoii purpose to cripple heir; but 1 do bpU^^ve that 
man has to answer to God for all htT saflenngs. You 
see she was worked till her anclet* bent under her -, and 
if iMrs, Wright was not your daugliter, 1 would say it was 
an infamous shame to let the child continue going, after 
she got so weak and ill. Howeverj the machinery set-] 
tied the ra^ttcr by pulling ofi* her onn.' 

Th'^ widow Greeu felt the blood cmdliu^ iu her veins 
as he proceeded. Sontii saw how dt^adly pale she was 
becoo:iiiig,and resumed, ' You need not fear for your own; 
that brute is no longer in the tnill. He was a great fa- 
vorite with the Messrs, Z.^ aod they promoted him to 
be a sort of a^ent ; and now 1 understand he is made 
a gentleman of, and goes about the country with fine 
stories, to lure poor people from remote villager into tlieir 
mills. He ia a |)lausibie, smooth-spoken fellow^ and 
does a deal in that way, though his face alone would hang 
him, without taking into account tlie cut over his eye^l 
that he got from an aclxdt workman who caught htm cru- 
elly beating his girl. The chdd soon diedj and the man 
was kept io prison, punished, and turned adrift to starve ; 
but though Master Ferris came oti* with Uying colors, 
he must curry that scar for a. remembrance to the grave. 
But come, Mrs. Green, we'll say no more about it, for 
you are really getting quite iQ.* 

This was true 5 and no wonder. The description oi 
the man had startled her; but the name placed it beyonc 
m doubt. Mr. Stratton had addressed his friend as ' Fer-' 
rm^^ and that name v^as aigo written in pencil in the fly- 
leaf of the fatal pamphlet She had then h<*en beguiled^y 
from her home, and induced to bring her William^s chil-^H 
dren, and poor Helen, into the very same mill, by the^^ 
identical ruffian who had, in effect, muvdcrti \?ft*^ ^tTJ^t^ 
harmless Sarah^ and whose name was aaaocvaXei ■wv'i^i^ 
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maoy dreadful cruelties. La itself, iKis ^as nothing -«■< 
derful : the poar-law ;iud the factory system had racjret 
played into ^aoh other*a hands, lis they usually do ; 
her district bt'ing fruitful in laborers^ and not very iuit 
ly canrassed, it is quite ualural that the travellmg a^ 
should havp taken it oh his route. Still th^ colneidoin 
was a shock to h^r feeljn|s;3 noL easily ovt^rcome ; nud s| 
loQ^*:d to serk iu her pour home the solace that she 
ways found iu hrr Bible and prayer. 

South wan half grieved to have occasioned so muc 
distress, which lici attributed to fear alone ^ and by wi 
of rt[)aration said, 'Come, take heart, neighbor, it ci 
not be more than a month or so before the superintendei 
comes rouud again, and 1 will promise you notice, in spK 
of all the care taken to prevent it, and teil you best hoi 
to get at l\im with any complaint you may iiftve. Mei 
while reniembtT there is nobody in the mill so bad 
Ferris now ; and I dare say your children will do we| 
enough.' 

The widow thanked him, and departed. 

Returnin2; home, with the load of anxious distress 
self-condemnation ^ievously increased, ehe found ber 
pkce neat and orderly beyond what it always was, and 
James in his best clothes, looking well-pleased at his 
performances in the clearing and cleaning way, * I thought 
granny,* said he, 'that as we are goin^ to have compai 
you would wish thin^ to look nice*' 

' What companyj roy dear ?' 

' Mr, Malouy, and Katy.' 

' [ had IbrgoLten : but Jajnea, Malony is such a vei 
poor man that we will not make the most of ourselvt 
before him : it would perhaps discourage irther Ihi 
please him, I wdl go, before I take off my bonnet, am 

fet a bit of something substantial to nourish Ibem ; (a 
lary says, you know, they have littie to eat.* 
With this kind purpose she went out a^ain, and on h( 
return found James in his working dre^is, stiU n^at and 
clean / 'and some little nrnttecs that he thought more or^^H 
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tmmentfll than necessary j>ut out of s^ht t she also Doticed 
two 15ibk*s placed within reuch. * Ob, my smitten one, 
thought tlic witlow^ us shu loiKliy kissed hia pale theel 
' how merciful is the alllietioti that ket-ps thee alike frot 
the snares of tLe ia ickutl and the rod of the crutl V 

'Granny,' said iho boy, sndling, ami poiutin;.^ to the 
books, * you find 1 am still delerinined poor Malony 
shitttid sec Ihn bi^st we have ; and we must mtib.! th< 
most of ouraeIvf3 too, i>y tryitjg to show biiii how mucl 
happier we are thna he can be with such a siJly, wickii 
thing, by way of ti rdigion, as he h^a got.' 

The party from the mill had not long been seated^ 
when a tap at the door was followed by its opening before 
any one could answer : and the baluLalion, '■ God save al 
here,' announct^d tho guests. The ligiire that entered first 
was that of a tall liony man, wJiose dress it would be 
difficult to describe, its principal disltnctiou being the 
absence of patches, and an abundant call for them. In- 
^aed his ragged app<'arance tost a slur even on poor Katy 
in the estimation of .lames, who was sure that Mary would 
have aat up all night at the needle, after a dav in the 
miils, rather than see any of them in so dilapidated a con- 
dition. Uncombed hair, and beard of some days' growth 
on B fece not over clean, wer? nlso a grei^t disadvantage 
to their proprietor; but in spite of all, there was a look 
of intelligence, good humor, and unrestraint, with a native 
cDtartesy and frankness, that prmluced an involuntary 
liking for the poor li'isbman. 

* You are kindly welcome, Mr. Malony,' said the 
widow, as she pointed to a chair. 

* Thank ye, my lady : the never a one of me would 
have intruded upon yecs, hut for the child,' 

Katy, clean as soap and water could make her, and 
glowing with delight, looked archly up in his fuce, as she 
leftned on his knee^ saying, * Didn't 1 teii you it was 
kindly welcome wpM be; and didn't the lady say |Jiat 
sami' herself, now ?' 

' My dear cA/Jd,' obserFed ihe mdow , ^ \X\^xfc -fts^ ^^ 
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ladies or gpntJemen here. We are poor people all, and 
so must logard eacli other. Hnppy are we, if wc he 
among tlii.' potn: of Ibis woi-lil, ricli iu fiiitb, whom Gotl 
has chostrn to bv. heirs oL'his kingdom !' 

* By my life,' ejacuhited MiiJonyj * but ihafs a 6ne 
sayino; — ^Glory ho to (Jod V 

' What mi odd way of lalking,' whispered James 
Mary, 

^ Oh, let liim alone ; granny will soon bring him 
leave off swearing.' 

But the new dGscoveries, consequent «pon this 
ingj must be reserved for another chapter. 
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A NEW ACtlUJ^lNTANCE- 



Ample justice w^ done to the widow's provisions by 
Malony, whose craving appetite — one of the concomi- 
tants of his dislreiising malady- — rarely found such abun- 
danct% accompanied wilh such kind pRrauasions to make 
himself at houie. When the meal was over, he drt.'W 
from h'is wiiistcoat-pocket what he called his ' bit ol" a 
dudcen,' a very short pi|>e, and adding atiotht^r pinch to 
the contents of its howl, he helped himself to a cinder 
from the little grate, and presently enveloped the purty 
in the smoke o£' his favorite weed. The young people 
tooki^d on in some C[>nstternation ; their graQdmother not 
only dlsappmvt'd of the habitj but also grt^atly disliked the 
^meil and other cfii?cts resulting from it ; and Mary w, 
about to reiuoHijtrate, when the widow by a sign pr< 
vetited her. The exquisite happiness that beamed from 
the really beautiful face of poor little Katy, as she watch- 
ed her lather's returning smiles, iuduced her to exte 
even this unusual indulgence ;. and Malony^s felicity w 
complete, 

' By my soul now,' said he, as f^r^dually raising 
drooping form hfj teaiied back on hia charr, * but this 
the hospitality of ouid Ireland ilsclf, come across ovi 
the salt say» Sorra such a welcome have I met IiL^r^, 
put the warmth in me cold bones, bartin among my o 
poor people in it, that has the will but not the powe 
Long lifo to you, um'am !' and he held ou\, \iia V-asv^ 
gfkve Ote widow^aa ht^at'ty shake. 
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' To tKe ^iver oC all good we must render our thanl 
she replied, ' foi- any comforts that he enables u? to 
refresh one another with in the way of our pilgriniage^* 

* IVue for yon, ma'am clear ; hut it's uiatiy years 
sinc« I wetit on pilgrimage, and little comlbrt I found by 
the way.' 

' Father's been to Lough Derg, and brought home a 
blessed crucifix,* whispertcl Katy to Mary, who replied 
aloud, ' And what is Lough Derg r' 

' 'Tia the holiest place in all Irelafld, my dear,' said 
Malony, ' I went and performed my stations ther< 
didn't miss one.' 

' And what did you get ?' 

' The pardon of all my sins, jewel,' 

^ And how did yaii know they were pardoned ?' 

* How did I know, is it ? Sure had not I it under 
Sreverence's own hand ? and I came away with my howI 

clean as Ihe smooth of your cheuk — by my life I did.' 

* My good friend,* said the widow mildly, 'dou't be 
offended if 1 remind you that «ur Lord Jesua Chrlist h^ 
commanded us not to swear at all,* 

Malotiy bent his head very low when the Saviour 
nanied^ hut looked surjiriaed ; and James quickly foUoi 
ed it up by reading from the fil'th chapter of St. Malthe 
the words of our Lw'tl, and then iVom the epistle of 
James, that ap(j3tie''s warning on the same subject, Tl^ 
led to an animated conversation, in the course of whi4 
they discovered that so far from Mulony taking the Bil 
for his g^ide, the poor fellow had never heard of auchj 
hook : that he was wholly ignorant of everything reh 
itig to the Lord Jesus, excepting the fact of his cru( 
fixion, ID reference to which he drew from his bosom' 
very rode carving in wood, more like a South Sea U 
than anything else, in honoring which he evidently c< 
sidered that he worshipped God ; and in bearing il ab< _ 
his person, that he enjoyed the divine presence find pn:i- 
tectton. It h imposiiible to describe the astonishment of 
ihe diildrcUf the emotion of Helen* o"; the anxiuu^ dis- 
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tress of the wiiloWj as Ihts false hope of the dying man 
gi-adually hpcame apparent to them. Katy^s spurklJng 
eyes were lurnpJ ea-^eily from oiw rouritenance to another, 
aS} clinging closer to her poor father, she sretned almost 
to resent the evltlent tliscredit put upon the objects of 
his £uth ; while the f;entlc5 afieclionate, and oven respert- 
Oil language in whioJi they all liddressed him, won her 
fieart m spite of iu evident purport, it ivas plainly 
tautens Bibie ag;ainst ^lalony^s rrucifix ; and nothing 
couJd lie iiioi'G touching ihan to see the bright gaze of 
x-hese two-^tta* man and the boy — both fur ludvaticed in 
(.onsamption, fixed, now on each other, now on the 
respective objects of their earnest but friendly dtbate. 
James h^id Imlh on his aide ; he ar^ed plainly, and 
brought a pas^stige from ecriplure to conlirm every senti- 
ment he utiered: Malony hboundcd iii clever reui<trks, 
ready evasions, and a confidence in the powor of his 
church and of his wooden talisinan, aj> unlimiled as was 
thatol James in the iufallihility of the orocles of God. 
Every word spoken by the boywaspreciou3 to theisoulof 
hisgrandmoiberaiid Helen, fai' it showed how very deeply 
he had drank at the fuunlain of saving lonnvk-dgo j and 
this was rendered more conspicuous by ibo childish sim» 
plreity ot langUQgr In which he eluthedthc moat weighty 
ar£;umcnts, and uttered the t^tro&nest assertions tljaL^^f 
triumphant faith could dictate. Uu the other liand they^B 
were surprised ui the natural ability and shrewd good 
sense which lay obscured hencalh the rags, Ihc poverty, i 
' the ignorance and uncouth phrase of the poor Iji^hman,^! 
who finished the controvBrsy by saying, * It's a credii^H 
you are to ihem that reared you, ma bouchal ] and 
you've more good words on your side than poor Pat 
Malony, and he speaking a foreign tont^e. Fait, and if 
'twas Irish ye spake we*d be more even.' 

' What ! do you speak Irish P 

^ Musha, what else would I spake, and 1 an Trishinau 
nil out/' lie uttered lliis in a shav^ieT VoTid Ni^^^xv Vv. 
had before use*/, snd stroking Katy''8 \ifead, aiiAie^-JSit^Vaxi 
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fundly in a tongue wholly new and uniDtclligible to 
Krisliiih frleiida, KaLy rt>spi>nded iti the siirfie language 
M'itn stiojo carDestncssi and her fallior turning to t| 
widoWj ^aid, 'Sure, ma'am, my child loves your llttl 
girl with all the veirs of her heart j aad why shouldii 
she, being that she's the first friend my Katy ever had 
theminilb.' 

This mpntioiiofthe mills I Jtoujht hack to Mrs, Green' 
recollection Ihc painful circurusLaiices that she hi 
well nig!! foi^ottt-n in thi! deep hitorRst of llio sai:i-( 
subject they had bei?Q discussing. She ask(*d Maltmj 
whether he had himself bt'on employed in tlit? factocita- 
and learned that he had filled a most laborious oliice u 
the engine deparltncnt, until hh health wholly gave wa; 
It had been d^clinm^ for some Lime, even before he It 
Ireland, and of course the change was not likely 
prove teneficial to it ; but thtj IrtitLj h'-" saidj was, th 
Lis wife's death had broken his h{*art, and the restlej 
liess that came over him made every place disa*reeal>l 
He wandered about with his motherless child till at 
he found an o^jeuing for j^iving her some employniei 
aud getting the same him^plf. ' But now,' h[?coiidude< 
'■ I'd h& gone back to my own poor country, lo lay 
boiK^n under the gieen ^sa, and to Ipave my Katy ainoi 
them that would give her the biggest half of their h 
pratee for the love of God aitd the holy Virgin— let aloi 
the regard they had fof ht^r mother and me. It can'l 
thougli : they've got us in a net, and iu it we must abidi 
God help us !* 

* What net ?' asked Mary. 

* Fait, dear^ it isn't for simple people like us to d( 
with them thai are above us. I just put Katy in tl 
raillj thinking thai I might take her out again on a decei 
tiotire ; but when I comes to the chap — the acj^nt thaj 
call him — what does he hut tell me I put her in by tl 
year ; and because I didn't takt? her out at the end of it^ 
here's eleven nionlhs of a new vua to come, before 1 can 

remove her. Eleven months,' he deliberately repented, 
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Opening the collar of his tatlerofl shirt, anu showing the 
skeietODor a riuck, ^ witti noL as lonuch flesh oa tbtise bone&; 
a«t wiJl stand the wear of three.' 

' Be asy, father dear,' saitl the little ^^irl in a soothing 
tone J * your cough is much betlei*, and please God you 
get well and carry me home yet.' 

' No, Katy, a<rra : His among the strangers I'ltUe, 
the comfort V\[ ciirry to my gmre is^vhat I won't see yoa 
suffer, wht^n you're without a friend in this wide wurkl.' 

Katy involuntarily throw a tearful glance around her, 
and the appeal was quickly answered, for each liad 
samething to aay in the way of assurance that s 
should not be forsaken ; and though in the warmth 
their feehng, all spoke together, Malony seemed to he 
every word, and to feast on it. ' And you won't let h 
perish,' he ^aid, * and she ii poor orphan f 

* 1 am a poor orphan,' remarked Helen ] ^ I lost 
parents lon^ before I was as old as Katy, and I had 
claim on this dear family : yet you see how God has p 
it into their hearts to he to me all that I lost.' 

Maluny looked earnestly at her. ' Blessings on yoi 
sweet face,' he exclalmedj *and bad luck to the brute 
that could strike you ! ' 

This mit^ht have passed for a mere deprecatory wish, 
had not Helen's color tnounted to crimson, while Mary*'^J 
angry glance, and Katy'a e^er * Hush ! father,' investeJH 
it with a different charaeter. Even James was throwa 
off his guard by the shock, and his meek countenant^e 
kindled with wrathful fire as he repeated, ' Strike ! you 
doQ^t mean to say that anybody has dared to strike our 
Helen ! ' 

Malony looked sadly confused ; he saw his erroFj 
how to retract he knew not. Tht^ widow seemed per- 
fectly stunned, s;aztng at Helen, who at length rose, and 
tlirowing herself Into her amis^ isuid, ' Dearest granuy, 
don't be distressed : it was a tritle, and 1 hardly feel it 
now at alL Such things cannot somH^Tci.^.?^ Xs^i WXy^^^'vev 
a place like the mills. Be sal'isfteOl VlaviV \ ^^ ^^"^ vo^sagj^ 
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tionally desurre a Wow ; and that by the grace of God I 
y-as enablt^d to lake it palfentJy, nnt! to forgive. So uow, 
granny, let us l'org<?t it too j for you know llie command 
13, " Forgive as yv ttouIJ be forgiven ;" and lhe ^yay wc 
wish to be forgiven is that our iniquities may be renjcm- 
bered no more — cast into the depth:^ of the sea. lui 
the depths of the sea, then, let us cast this little wroD| 
and never more speak or thmk about it.' 

She soid thia ^yjLh such afTectionate earneitneBS, "witl 
a brow so unruffled, and a smJie so meek, that Malon; 
gazed on her as though she had been a vision. '- By ml 
life [ ' he abruptly and fiercely exclaimed, 'the vdlai 
that could hurt you ought to have his arm chopped offi 
the shouUler.' 

The widow's strui^gle was over; the inimediate itn* 
portance of such a practical lesson of ChristiaTiity 
Helon vras giving, forced itself on her mind ; and afl< 
fondly embracing the poor girl, s^he turned to her indij 
nant guest^ sayinj^, * Dear neighbor, we have been a lovii 
mid a peaccfid fauiily ; and anything lllce severe usage 
quite new to my children. Helen, besides, h of^ an a^ 
when eiuch violence is no less an insult than a wron^ 
therefore you cannot wonder that it startled us at first. 
But we call ourselves the followers of Jesus Christ, ai 
He ha.s saul that those who will indeed follow him muSI 
take upthecrosa. Not thxit cross,' she added, as Maloni 
half drew the little crucifix forth, ' but the cross that oi 
Lord bore when he w?ts despised and afEicted, persecuted 
and forsaken for our sakes, Ions; before they put him 
deaths Now you may carry that cross, and WL:ar it abot 
your neck| at the very time you are chopping oil", as yi 
say^ a man"'s arm at the shoulder, in revenge for a blow 
but w(j carry the crot^s by siitlermg willingly what o\ 
dear Master sulFiTed before ns, and tloing to our enend* 
what He did lo his, when they were nailinn; him to ihl 
tree on whieb he hung for hour? in all the agony of a" 
dreadful deaths' 
• ^VJmt did he do to tliem ? ' asked Malouy. ^M 



A NEW ACqUAlNTASCF, 



165 



* You simll hear both what they tUd to him and -what 
he did to them,' replied James, who had beer soothi'd by 
a long and earat?sl whisper \\^.m\ HeSt-D : lie loolc hi* 
Bible, and rL'ad iu a IrDfiiuIous voice thf ULtrrativf uf our 
Red£cmL't*s sufferings, a,s given by St.. Luke. WTicn he 
came to the words, " Father, ibrgive Ibem, for they 
know not what they doj" he mmlc' a i'ull stop, and looked 
earnestly at Malony. 

^ Aud was tliat all ? ' said tl^c Irlshtnim. 
' That was all the revenge he took on those who 
torturtd and murdtred him ; but you sbiill ln^-ar what be 
did to a wicked tliii^f wliu was put to dcrath at the 
same time ' — bo prococdt-d and finished the cbapU-r. 

nd now,' said the widow, who saw the inlunae in- 
t excited in the mind of her poor guegt by this sacred 
history, '■now let us speak a few words to Him who 
said and did all thia for our salvation.' They kneeled 
Jowti inimedbtely ; and iu moat tuucbing language sho 
breathed forth a jirayer, suited to the circumstances of 
iall present, especially to these of Hflen, Malony aad his 
|chi]d. All were in tears, save Willy, who had fallen 
asleep with his head on the chair, and Katy, who was 
repeating with all her ndghl, and in an audible whisper, 
paters, aves and creeds; evidently supposing it was the 
same ihin^. Not so Malony : he s;avB hia whole atten- 
" tton to what was uttered ; and the frequent Iransit of his 
coalsleeve aerosii bis eyes proved huw much entered into 
( the meaning of the petitions. Wien they rose, Mary 
[•exclaiinod, ' Now !et ua ain^;' and Willy being roused 
(■with a fjeiitle rebuke- — fur the poor eliikl was worn out 
||with fiitigue— they all struck up a hymn of praise am! glad- 
ness to a verrchrecfiit tnne, which threw K:Uy into a» ecs- 
tacy of delight, and brightein^d her lather's face withsmiles. 

* Cod he wilii yc ! ' uttered the poor man, ijjs he 

f)re pared to go. ' It's you that have lighlmed Pttt Ma- 
ony'w heart of the biggest sorrow within it ibis bjessed 
iji^nt ; and I've put trouble into yours, but I d^dTL'Vvfts^w. 
ly how.' 
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* No, you have not,' replied the widows * We 
to be able all of us to say ^vithlJavid, *'- It is good for ate 
to have bprn afflicttd." 

* Who is David, ma'am r * 

^ Tliere's a. doiil about him in my took, Mr, Maloii^,^ 
answfCrJ Jamt'S. * Come again sooDj aud I'll read to 
you about him,' 

* LtJti^ life to you,avoumeeti ! 'Tisirt a. long life may 
be you'll huve ; btit 'tis a bappy one,"' 

' My book roakef^ it so,' said James : ' atleastitteachej^ 
mo how to bo happy.' 

A cordial good-night bow passed ; and the family were 
It'A alone. 

' Don't be aiigry^ Helen,' said James ; *but I do want 
to kiiow why you were stmek.' 

Mary undertuok to answer tht> qucslinn, and said that 
Helen had been complaining to her of headache and lan- 
guor dufing their walk to the mill, owniH^ that she felt 
scarcely equal to the day's work. When there ^ she 
uxertfd hcrsplf i!;rcatly ; but on bein^ assailed by aO! 
rude tauiTits and ruder irsinuations on ihe pjn't L'.r Phoft 
and hc*r abettors, who atnibuted her evident lilnrss to 
having dmak too much on the prcccdini; night, she hadj 
for the fijist time, burst into tt fit of liysterica] 'crying. 
This moved some who had never hepn touched by her 
patient enduratiOOj iind led to a violent quarrel between 
Phcche and a lad occasionally employi'd in that room* 
The foulest language was given and rsctorted ; and an 
overlookiT passins^ just IIk'ii was attracted by ibe noise 
they made. He tltrnanded the cause of the riol : HeleiL 
was pointed out, and he commaiided her instantly 
rise from \\w. bench where she had sank, and to reiiui 
her employment. This she was unable lo do, from 
increased agitution thai the uproar had thrown h<er int< 
and without waiting any fardier explanation, ihe mi 
had struck her severely across the aim and shouh 
with oue of the rods of the machinery which ha b^d iu 
Jiis hand. 
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* It was not a vay hard blow,' said Helen in a de- 
precating toin2 ; * and when the pccple about mu saw me 
struck, some of thorn Inki'posf'd, ard lold the overlooker 
( was not to blamc- A girl fotchetl m*.- some water lo 
ilrink, and 1 was ponn ahly to go b»ck to my employment. 
I was more soiry to htive given way so, than I'ui^thfi pain 
of the Wow; but indeed 1 had btcn feverish all iiighl, 
and the noiae and whirling of the machinery aliuoat look 
away my senses. 80 now, James, you have heard aJl - 
and pray do let it drop.' 

The request was complied w»(h ; but every bosom 
swelled with indignation hard to ba roprossed evenhy tht* 
pleadings of Christian fofj!;iveness' all felt it would have 
been far easier to overlook such an outrage against their 
own persons than against their E^ectle Helen. The widow 
was thankful that Malony had blundered out what was 
to have been kept a profound secret from her, though it 
ndded tenfold poignancy to another secret, coufmed in her 
o^p bos^^ier total failure in seeking redress from tlit; 
id the consciousnees that even in a case of 
:e thip she should fsre no better. She bad 
luch on thi! sijppost^d iidvantage of Mr. Strat- 
}ductiun and countenance ; she was now pain- 
fbliy flSeceived, and obliged to admit the conviction that 
he was a stranger to the ind viduuls with whose un- 
principled tool J FeiTis, he had co-operated, for the 
good of the parish, in sentEng her to the factories. 
Her position, Ihcrefore, was m no respect better than 
that of any other friendless jxyor woman in M., e:*;cepiing 
the respectability of appearance and character 'which 
»he still hoped to maintain, ind the far richer distinc- 
tion of having a sure, though unseen refuge in the day 
of calamity. 

Helen's orni, which she e^taniined when thsy were 
alonCj was much awohen and discolored ; and the girl 
was glad to have the sliMened shoulder-joint j-elieved Ics^ 
bathing with a lotion : hod it been t\\e t\^\. wtw^ ^^^e- 
confcssw^, h would have been impos^lUlo Vo cotvc^tj^. \*t 
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painful was every moyement. Seeing the tears escaping 
from the eyes of her hpst frieuJ, asslie Lcndrvly laved tfae 
place, Helfn entt'nd on the sabject of poor Mulooy's an* 
accoQuiable fclirfkm, which seemed to her to set conitnon 
3ei3se utterly at tlctiance, and thein spokii with ^lovving 
deli^^ht of the part litQe .lame:* had taken, ^ Did you 
obst^rve, gi-aiiny, liow be put ilown everything iKr; oilier 
said, by settin;^ forth iht; SaviouP only ? I ihoug' ' 
it very beautiful. Indeed li is pldin to me that P 
pery and Jesua Christ aro two things hkf darkness 
and Ught— a person nay have either, but he canno 
have both.' 

i Very true, Helen ; and the way to drive darknesa oi 
is to let the lio;hl in.' 

' Yes, that was what dear James was tryins; to do al 
the wliilB ; and it seemed to me as if a Uttie «;hmmer did 
now and then fall upcn ]>ooc Malony. Oh, granuy 
what w^ays Satan has of blinding people ! ' 

Thus did the girl beguile the attention of her fri^ 
from her own sufferin^js ; and then declarai; 
operation had made bei arm * dehghlfiiily co 
she went smilingly to rest- 

The next few days j>a5Bed on as iisual^ Mai' ' 

pin^ in occasionally for half-an-hour to see J.i. 
never failed to interest hin with sonie portion of scii 
lure: till the widow, struck by the inorcasiug attenli 
paid by the poor man, ani conscions that he mast ere 
long be disabled from walking so far, resolved tbat he 
should, by some means, have at least a new Testame: 
for himself. She inquirec whether he would not li 
Katy to read such a Irook to him ia the evenings aad 
Sundays* 

' Troth, and I would ; but Katy can^t read.' 

' Not^ead ! She has been to school every day f( 
two hoMrs since she entered the mill, for that at least t" 
law cotnpek them to allow ! and how b it that ±}he c 
not yet read ?' 

^Sare, PU ask her that same^' replied Malony, w 
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Memed never before to hare thought on the suhjcct. The 
widow meatioaed it to Mary, who said Katy certaijily 
^WBDt to school, but not to ihc same that she atiended 
^■niiry heing Uiaie of Katy, she stated that during 
BJEool-houra she weutto a place where aa many childre.n 
as could stand in it were crowded hi ti small room \ the I 
mJatrtiss wais an old woman, who kept some of the better ' 
dressed near ht^r, and they scemfd to be spelling and 
reading, and some had slates ; but sh^ with many other j 
hitle girls, had never yet been called up to the table, ex- I 
eept to receive their certiScatt; ; they had a few torn 
Primers, into which they looked if any peraoti chanced 
to come in; otherwise;, they rested, talked and phiycd 
amoDg themselves, glad of the relaxation. She had been 
a year and one month going i in the course of that time 
the mistress had been changed ; but Ivaty had not yet 
learned her alphabet. J 

Thist appeared loo monstrous to be credited : the " 

K solved to ascertain the fact ; and oix the foi- 
y she proceeded to the spot, at the hour when 
illy attended ; hut had some dilHculty in find- 
ing it. At len^h, a narrow alley brought h'-'T to the 
door of a law, filthy-looking house, on entering which 
she was nearly suffocated by the. effluvia exhaling from 
such a mass of little human beings, moat squalid in ap- j 
pearaace, and covered with the flue and stains of the ' 
mill- At the upper end sat a woman, whose attention 
»ee-med riveted on a bgunet to which she was attaching 
!| a ribbon, while half a dozen children near her were 
scrawling on slates. The rest answered Katy'a df^scrip- 
tion 1 for no sooner was a visitor descried by them than 
^, a few fragments of books were hastily producE]d, the j 
"n Bom of promiscuous talkmg ceased, and a monotonous I 
J hum commenced, as if Ihey were learning^a lesson, 
though it was easy to sec no two books we[? opened at 
the same placet, and several of them were held upaide 
down. The sudden sound of Ih^a &\H\\iVua.^tasis Vmk& 
rotised the darnels attention, ^ho., se&va^ ^ x^'fe'^^"^^^*^ 
15 
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dressed person at the door, commenced the exercise 
her calling. ' Nowj Betty Smithy has you done yoi 
copy yet / Show up tbiit t^rti sum, Sukey, Keep 
your spelling down there, till Vm ready for to hear yo\ 
Stand on one side, caa't ye, and let the lady come in,' i 

The lady, however, had ao wish to advance farth* 
into such an atmosphere ; she begged they might m 
disturb themselves, and then, singling out Katy, n 
quetited to know "what progress she had uiade in he 
learning. 

' Let's see, let's see,' responded the school-mistress ^ 
a bustling way, ' Kitty — Kitty Malony, Oh, she's bei 
here a precious while afore ever 1 corned to the school 
1 s'poee she can write and cipher. Come here, Kitty.' 

Several of the children grinned, while poor Kat 
with erimson cheeks, shyly approached the seat of ai 
thority. 

' Come, come, none of your sulks [' said the chi* 
sharply, *here, take this, and read a. bit,' 

Kaly timidly replied that she could not yet read. 

' You lazy wartnint I' ejaculated the governess, shal 
ing her by the shoulder, ' is that all, after the perdigioi 
puins IVc bestowed on you ? Lauk, mfi'aiii,' she coi 
tinued, addressing the widow, * them factory girls is th^ 
moat uncorrigible idlers and dunces you ever sec. Her 
la a few decent children, wot comes to me from privat 
families, and though 1 don't take half the pains wil 
them, they've ten times more learning nor all the factor 
girls put together. Come, Sukey, love, read you,' 

Miss Sukey sidled up, carefully holding back her fro( 
from coming into contact with Katy's soiled garments 
and began to mouth out a legaon ; but this being b6 pai 
of the "widow's business, she interrupted the performance^ 
'■ 1 beg ^rdon, but my visit was to inquire about t] 
little girff her friends are anxjoua to have her taught 
read,' 

* I know of nothing to hinder her,' replied the ndi 

^s*, sulhhly. 
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Again the widow looked round on the crowded group : 
*otne were laughing, sorae yawning, others dozing and 
not a few engaged in playing off practical jokes on their 
neighbors, but nDLhmg re^pmhUng the work (jf education 
was going on, save in the little circle immediately sar» 
rounding tbe teacher. Suddenly, an old clock in tbe cor- 
ner struck ; and such a rush to the door ensued as wcl[ 
nigh overset her. The factory chUdren disappeared in a. 
momentj leaving the olhera in possession of the apart- 
ment. 

Having beea ohliged to step out to make way hv the 
little throng, the widow felt no inclinatioi to re-enter 
the dwelling. She retraced her steps homeward, and on 
arriving was surprised to find the rector seated in her 
arm-choir, Jameses Bible in his hand, and the boy staud- j 
ing before him, answermt^ questions. I 

' 1 called in, Mrs. Greeti,' ha said, * because I like to 
visit such of ray parishioners as I know aru glad to see 
me J and I have been pleased, much pleased and highly 
gratified, to find your grandson so exceediDgly wedl 
taught in the mo3t important branch of learning.' flu 
spoke with a warmth that touched the poof widow's 
heart — she replied, 

' I humbly iru3t, sirj he is taught of God.' 

* I believe it, indeed : you have a gracious Master, my 
boy ; go on in the good pathj aad may He strengthen, 
alahlish, settle you !' 

Tears stood in the eyes of James, as he turned them 
on his grandmother, well kaowing what a solace she 
would find in this pastoral visit. The rector resumed, 
* Sit down, Mrs, Green, if I am not intruding on your 
time. How is all with you ?' 

The widow replied gratefully; and then, full of the 
scene she had just quittedj she d; ribed i^ to him, 
lamenting the case of the poor little r^atures who were 
so grossly cheated out of the educi in for which the 
woman was paid, 
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clergyraan ; ' hut how to remedy it we know not. Thfl 
vasl number of chiidfL-n rendL-rs many schools uyceaa^ry; 
the act enforces the, attendance of each, to be altestud by 
a certificate, or the employer is liable to an ijftFomiation 
Some of the mill-owners have established sc:hoals on 
their own ground, which are in the main pretty fairly 
conducted; but where this is not the case, the poorer 
children are obliged to find them where thoy cao, and 
am sorry to say the one ynu have visited is a specim 
of a JmmeroQit class, "whtfre the chief, nay, the o 
trouble incurred by the nominal teacher is to a^ve bits 
paper, certifying the attendance ofihe child for two hours 
per day. A few pupils obtained from the families of 
small tnidesmen around pay well, and get what th 
bargain for: but with respect to our poor little facto 
people, standing rooni, or at best a. few benches to 
down on^ with the privile«;e of haiidimg some books 
the kind you saw^ is all they can expect. However, as 
1 remarked^ this is only one class, frequented by the 
most nes;lected of ihf chiltJren : we have very respecia- 
blc schools in various parts of the town* 

' But, sir, it !s to the most neglected children, to tb 
whose natural friends take no thought for them, and w 
are expos-^d to the worst examples at home, that go 
tciichin* is of the g;reatest impurlance.' Thu rec 
made no reply, and she resumed ; ' I have lately hea- 
that the mill;? are visited by Inspeetord,and Superinlen 
ents, employed by the government ; are they aware, s 
of this ^tate of things ?' 

* Yes ; it has been dlacovered, reported, and m« 
pressed upon the notice of the Legislature, by so 
benyvok'nl men who are laboring hard to improve mi 
ters among us.' 

' Arid can any Christian man possibly refuse to help 
so gond a work, sir ?' 

* Why, you see, Mrs. Green, all these things we 
still worse a few years a^o : and the alterations made 
the laws have been rather unpalfitabln to the majori 
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of tlie' mill-owners. They consider it very hard oi^H 
them lo have the number of hours limited, and \t\ote 5<;^H 
to be connpelled to send their infuut kbur^rg to schooil.^H 
We cannot expect ihem all at oucc heartily to co-operat£^H 
with ihe plans of those whom they consider innovators i^H 
aind of course a great vccighl of >v eulth and inJlu4:-nce ij^H 
brought, to bear upon the Parliamentary question as to m^M 
yet farther amelioration of the condition of the poor in^^ 
fheir employment, But»' he added, suddt^nly theclang 
hinnself, ' 1 am talking; ])olitJcs — a thing wholly at vari-^H 
ance with my sacred calling.' ^K 

The widow thought otherwise ; she thought thiU any 
subject in which the giory of God and the welfare of 
tte poor in the land were concornedj was perfectly am 
especially stilted to the interest of a minihier of the goa 
pel ; but it was clear ihti rector had a great dread of 
comtnittiag himself on this point, and Ihjit he reined-in 
many a kind and generous impulse rathtT than appear to 
do so. After a pause, he inquired for the other mem- 
bers of the family^ particularizing Helen, James moved 
up to his grandmoihtT, and in an anxious whisper aaidj 
'Do tell him.* The widow hesitated, but after a mo- 
ment acknowledged that Helen had been hurt in th» 
milL 

* By the machinery ? — not dangerously, I hope/ 

* ?Jo, sir, not dangerously, nor by machinery.' 

* It was by tho overlooker, sir,^ said James, doepi 
reddening ; ' he stmck Helen a cruel blow, and bruised 
her shoulder.' ^H 

' That is sad, very sad indeed,/ remarked the rcctor^H 
knitting his brow. 'I should hope she did Dot provok^^ 
such rough usage by any misconduct?' 

' Ohj sir,' replit'd llie boy, ' Helen never did in all her 
life provoke anybody to say a cross word lo her ; he 
beat her for crying when th^y taxed her wtth bud con- 
duct. Cni, if you could only sw? Helen' — tears stopped 
his speech. 

* Weil J my boy, compose youtBeVt. 1\a^ '"^a -a-xcflBi^ 
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for le^al redress ; and thou^K I am the last person t^ 
recommend extreme proceedings, yet 1 muat remind yoq 
Mrs, Green, that in cases of M'anton cruelty the delin 
queal should be made to know that the magistrate beax 
eth not the sword in vaim.' He spoke tiiia with the ai 
of a man whose best feelings are roused ; but presently 
resaniing a more cautious maDner, added, ^ Nevt^rthelea 
it 15 far better to avoid the recurrence of such an aC 
than to come Into collision with superiors. Some wb 
havt^ hastily appealed to the kw, have soon w^ished Ihei 
had riither taken a wrong patiently.' After a few mor 
kind words, he took his leave ; and the widow gentl; 
rfiiionatrated with James for indulging such strong fee] 
mgs of resentment, where Helen had forcibly represcntei 
the duty of perfect forgiveness, 

* It is not resentment, granny^' answered the weeping 
boy, ' at least, not entirely. The gentleman was ve 
kind : and I thought if it ever happened again be wou 
he ready to stand up for us, where we have no friend 
all — except God.' 

*■ Well, my lov^e, 1 am glad it -was not from an an; 
motive you did it. Had the clergyman been long here 
when I came home ?* 

James dried his ^^^gs, and p;ave her an account of tbe 
conversation between thorn, which made a very favora^H 
ble impression on her mind. The rector evidently f'^d^| 
more thai> he wished to express, and she was soothed 
by that conviction. How prone we are to catch at any 
visible straw in the hour of distress, and feel more sec 
in grasping it than when the unseen arm of Omnipote 
alone sustains us ! 

Notwithstanding the cautious wording of the rector's 
remarks, she saw a depth of evil till then undiscovered, 
throngh his admissions respecting the schools. Com* 
polled by a legal enactment to allow their poor little 
laborers a scanty portion of the day for the purposes of 
educalionT what a noble field was opened to the mlll- 
orvners for aupolyins; an antidote to the worst ovil^ o^^ 
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(heir system ! She thought of Amelia Z. and imagined 
her, with others like her^ devoting two hours of itieir 
vacant moniiog to the sweyt and sacred tusk ol'supenn- 
tcndtug the instruction of their young servants in reH- 
gious and useful knowledge ; shaming vice, pverawiiig 
insolence^ eacouraging modesty, industry and cleanliness, 
by ihe tnere farce of their frequent presence and ocea- 
sio&!:it admtmitions. A clean, airy room, regular arran^^e- 
ments, a few minutes allowed for thoroughly cleansing 
their soiled skin and brushing their clothes, with easy, 
but distinct tasks assigned, and suitable rewards for sui'h 
as excelled — all under the personal direction of the em- 
ployer's family t oh, what a refreshment to hody and 
mind would this ha^^e secured to the poor little toil-worn 
creatures ! by what a tie of respectEul affectron, and con- 
sequent diligence and Integrity In his service, would it 
have bound them to their master ! But all seemed per- 
verted, by the denrion of avarice, to ag^avated evil. 
Could it be for a moment credited that those who accu- 
mulated their wealth by this species of labor were men 
professing a system of belief, one of the first and most 
vital articles of which wns the certainty that Ihoy must 
each and all appear before the judgment-seat of Christ, 
to give account of the: deeds done in the body, to Him 
whose whole volume of Inspiration is one continued pro- 
hibition af injustice and wrong? Did Lhey really num- 
ber themselves among His followers who eniphatieally 
reproved those who would have hindered the approach 
of little children to him, and who perpetually enforced 
on his disciples a tender concern for their welfare ? 
Was it not enough to make their poverty a reason for 
defrauding them of all that ehlldhaad demands for its ex- 
pansion into active, healthful youth ; to imprison them 
Suring the sunshiny hours within cheerless walls ; to bid 
them exchange the refreshing breeze of heaven for wx- 
haUlionH calculated to destroy, not to nourish, their deli- 
cate fratnes, to cramp the limbs that sVlomUV \5(\\?x\ Vv\cy« 
perfect hvedotaj to overstrain the sVae>Na^Wv,^*^^ 
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pursed into bulk and substance, to parch up tbe juices m 
which a more abundaut supply waij required; and whill 
thus effectually poisoning the springs of bodily healtS 
and vigOFj to Jeave the mind wbolly exposed to thf^ verj| 
worst actings of corrupt nature surrounded by every elM 
ment of matured depravity — was not this enough, withl 
out begrudging thewi a poor two hours of such ordlnarj 
culture as might tend to raise them somewhat above thi 
level of the beasts that perish — somewhat above thd 
insensible machinery^ against which their feeble llinbl 
must toil in an agonizing race ? Alas ! while the bea^d 
that perish do indeed perish for ever — white tbe ^vora3 
out machinery falls to pieces and exists no more — tho3» 
Utile despised slaves have the seal of iinmorlalily im-* 

Eressed upon them ; they are destined to an eternity ofii 
euig; and Satun joyfully uses the matrutnentaltiy q^ 
mftQ^ heartless luat of gold to rivet the links of his infer*' 
naJ fetters on their souls, to secure them for his present' 
prey, and with the help of a community of CimisTiAW 
English Gea'ti,e«em, lo plunge them finally into the 
gulf '■^ wliere the worm dieth not and tlie fire is a 
quenched." 
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The broad shadow of a venera-ble oak waa gradually 
lengthening wi it lay across a fifcld of pale stubble, beaten 
down to tbt; snioothinE'ss of a ^lass-plat by the piossure 
of many feet on i\s rough but brittle points, ^he field 
was largt*, and Us outline traced on three aides by lofty 
hedge-rows, the lafid-marks of untold gcnoralionSj 
whence at iutervals shot up, here the hollow atump pi' a 
patriarchal tree, with its few green shooUj the poor re- 
mains of pristine vigor, that had once tiung many a bi'anch 
on higb, and overshadowed its native soil j ther^' a vegeta- 
ble monarch of later date, towerlna; in the majesty of his 
leafy prime; and af^aiu, matitled in more tender green, 
the fairy aspiriint to future g^reatnt^ss. At their ba^e the 
hawthora> tbo wild britfr, the woodbine^ and the sloe, 
^prf^ad their b(Trit'H to 4he ripernn'^ ray, wbib? that am- 
bitious rustic vine, the bmmblc, forced its dark masses 
over all opposprs, and gave promiise of a plentiful crtip to 
th** children, who scanned ifs mellowin,^ treasurc^a, and 
then peered into the well-beaten nut-trees (hat fornu'd a 
backgi'uund to the picturciique b<^^Jir,'. Beautiful pic- 
ture ! Other lands may outvie us in many thins*; but 
the rich variety ofanuld Eajjlnh hedgo-row, down fronj 
the topmost- bou^h of Its tall tn-es to the tiny flowerjj 
that laasjh in the long grass below, and the cress that 
duckn Jhci nwistnre from a cay rivulet in tbr^ scarcirly 
HeptilVi.^ chaonel across whkh a babe, may «tridf* — 
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tilts variety of form and of tint, of foliai^c and fruit, defim 
competition, and marks the hedge-row our ovrn. 

i hav^ said that three sides of the lieid were thus 
bounded in* The fourth descended with an abru 
slope, its hedge lay too low to intercept tho view, ai 
whether by design or not, it was nearly destitute of trei 
leaving a prospect open that terminated in the niigh 
main, which cow heaved an unbroltea surface of 
purest, deepest blue against the horizon. It was on t 
opposite and higher portion of the tield that the oak first 
mentioned stoocf ; and the hillock, fornned by an acrutnu- 
laltou of grass-grown earth upon its cnonnDus roots, 
afibrded to those who reclined on ^t a full view of this 
magnificent distance. 

But Enypensive recluse had on that evening sought lh» 
apol fur meditation : a large, and to say truth, a noisy 
party had made it their gathering-place. There might 
be seen the sun-bumt peasant, bare-headed, or with 
handkerchief knotted round hia brow, in the sweat oi 
>Fliich he had tilled the soil^ and gathered in the harvest ; 
there was the sober matron, with clean white cap and 
ample border, surrounded by a broad ribaud, her hand- 
kerchief neatly pinned over her gown, and confined by 
the fastenings of a check apron. There was the stout 
hoy, exulting in his promotion to the stronger class oi 
laborers, and the sprightly girl, comparing notes with her 
fellow-gleaners as to the handfuls of corn collected ; and 
childhood in all its stages, revelling in the various en^ 
joyraents aflbrded by that annual treat : — it was harvej 
home. 

There are districts in the land still retaininor much of 
the primitive character of English nisticity — places 
where the blight has not come; where the demoralizing 
swarm of railway excavators has never alig^hted, nor the 
firebrand of political rancor scattered its darkening 
smoke, nor the hell-born reptile of socialism trailed 
venomous slime. Sin th^^re is, and sorrow ; folly 
'emorse ; the spirit that is within us^ lusting to euv; 



BUHAL SCENES. 179 

bea^ many a. bitter fruit, and man is rclielliouB, and God 
ia provoked every day. Still, as compared with the rest 
of the population, these villagers retaiu much of what 
may be called the virtue ancl siinplicity of their fore- 
fathers ; and like their own hedgerows, btar much that ii* 
beautifril to the sight, and good for. i^£, while evea the 
thorns and the poisons that Itirk thtrii' ^ppeac in a leas 
repulsive aspect limn in the busier haunts of men. Suehi 
was the place nvhose cottages contributed their inhabit- 
ants on the present festive occasion ; when the husband- 
man who with long patience bad waited for the preciouj 
^tis of the earth, saw them safely built into the stackp 
or deposited in the barn. 

The owaer of the field was the principal landed pro- 
prietor in tbJH place ; and the spot was chosen among 
many, just because it had, from time immemorial, beeu 
the scene of the annual celebration. This year was ona 
of unusual abundance and not a day of adverse weather 
had thwarted the harveatmen. The Squire was pleased 
at the diligence with which they had availed themseivea 
of the &ivorable season ; the men were gratified by hi» 
praises, and no less by his liberality ; while the women and 
elder children, who had found plentiful employment too 
upon his extensive lands^ had similar causes ft^r gladness* 
As for the little ones, they were delighted to gambol and 
exhibit their activity in the pretience of the Squire's 
fcmily, whose daughters took no small pains in disci- 
plining the urchins at their infant school, and marshalling 
them for an orderly march to the church door. Kach^ 
both old and young, enjoj-'ed that peculiar feeling, the 
value of which the poor are seldom aware of until they 
experience its absence, * My employer knows me ; I am 
not in his sight a mere piece of m'jchinery, regarded only 
"whUe it works in his service, There's a tie tolween ua 
that he, though a rich man, would not disown. If he i« 
everything to me, I and mine are something to him.'' It 
•was thi» thought, unconscioiisly cherished, that Li^b*^ 
,up every countenance with smiles %& iW St^vtt^^ 'iscs^ 
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approached ihe happy groups ; and the bow and the cilit- 
■ey ihat resptclfuliy welcomed thum wuve w-iven with 
.^ealcr alacrity under the sense of ihat iudividUiil recog*- 

! HJtion Git the pari of Ihyir superiors. 

' And (lid not God intend that so it should be? The 

[Bibk* yields an answer in many various ways, but all iir 
the alhrmalive ; and man^s heart cries out against a 
lation of what hu feels lo hv. a law of his nature's G 

A li^ht waggon was now seen tslowly winding it3 
from the direction of the great house, accompanied 
the donjeslics of tho family, between whom and the 
lagers niiany neigfiborly greetings took place while iho 

i fireight was handed oul, consisting of good cheer in gres; 
Variety and abundance, which was soon deposited on tht 
loDg tables set out In front of the oak^ and ample justice 

i,frenaered to it by the guests* Whili? enjoying themselves 
^ey were fartbtT gratilied by the approach of one who 

'boflsesseda full share in their affectionft.te resp^'cl, the 
village pastor, our old friend Mr. Bavlow ; for this ~ 

L , and these were the friends, and such the seen 

vhich the poor widow had been cheated into exchanging 

'for the wreiche<!ness of the factories. 

* Well, Richard,' said the good man, Inyiug his hand 
CD the shoulder of a youth whose sunhurnt features 

.'beamed with love as he looked up Lo the speaker, ' well, 
'Hichard, ynu have had a busy time of it.' 

* We have^ sir, and a beautiful harvest has God sent 
ns: D finer was never gathered in. Do you know, sir, I 
reckoned the ears upriD one stalk, and the grains U[>o0 
one ear^ in different parts of the fields, and yoa would 
hardly know how to believe me if 1 told you the amount.' 

* Yes, Richard, I should believe it, for how great is 
fiDie sum of his mercies ! If we would count ibem^ they 
■are more in number than the sand. I am glad, my d< 
[boy, that you take note of them; you seem to get 
fVer)^ well in your workJ 
! * Yes, sir ; I am thankful to say I have given aatisfec- 
^oUf aad hare got my place bettered and my wages 
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The tjnder-gardener got :t hurt, and I look his 
for a few (feys, and owing to what xlm head-man 
s&\d of me, the Squire told him to employ me ia the 

I gardens to oversee some work tn the improvements, aird 

[tus honor was so good as to tell me he thougbt he should 

.keep me near the house.' 

' * That is well ; but donH let it draw jou into any ex- 
pensive habits. Servants have greater temptations in 

[that respuct thaa iield-laborers.' 

[ 'It must be a strong temptation,* said Richard, rather 

'"bluijtfyj ' that would make mc throw away my earoinE^.' 
The clergyman looked at hirii, and re?id in the half- 
frowning expression of his brow the thought that he wull 

I knew nerved that young arm by duy, and moulded the 

'nightly dream of the fond boy. Richard continued with 
A downcast look of abstraction to press the blade of Iiis 
knife upon the rouj^h table before hiui, until he had bent 
It nearly double, when Mr. BaHow, in a lower voice, 
Wd, * How long is it, exactly, since they went, Rich* 

ltd?' 

In a, moment the brow was smooth, the lip smiled 
again, and the eyes, softened into the expression of in- 
fancy, were once more raised to the inquirer's face, as 
;he replied, *■ A year, aud two montli^, sir, and a week, 
and a few days.' 

* What an accurate timti-kee{>eT is true love !' thought 
llie minister, but he said it not, Richard continued to 

[read his tooks, and resumed, ' The last letter I got did 
not seem to be written in good spirits — that la, it was 
merry but not cheerful liks. Somehow, sir, it made 
me laugh, but my heart did not feel warm and comforta- 
l)le after reading it.' And Richard seemed puzzled how 
U> describe what his auditor perfectly understood. 

* Who was it from ?' 

* From Mary, sir ; and it seemed written at different 
times/ Hete the boy again dropped his eyes^ and tried 
the temper of hi& blade by bending it as befoi:<i. 

* Have a care of that knife, UtcWti- e^^^^ ^$^a^- 
16 i 
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things are dangerous. Go on wltK yoiir feast ; hy &ni 
by we will talk more together of the absent.' 

* Vd ralhertalk now, if you please, Mr. EarloAT; I've 
eaten and drank enough.' 

* But others have not ; tiiid 1 must go round the table: 
Biterwai(5s wc "will speak together.' 

Thi3 coDversatign passed in a low tone, the youth 
being seated al a coraefj which enabled them to dis- 
CGurse with compamlive privacy. He was forced to ac- 
quiesce J but more he ate not ; following with frequent 
and riilher impatient glances the slow progress of the 
pastor among his flock ; and between whiles contem- 
plating in every possible point of view a bunch of honey- 
suckle that adorned the breast of his open jacket. 

In factj Richard had cause for uneasiness without 
being well able to explain even to himself what it was. 
The heayj^ cost of postage had rendered the interchange 
of letters very rare ; and such as did pass were of that 
meagre, formal character generally observable wlien the 
parties, having had no practice in epistolary communicfl- 
tion, and being accustomed to the unrestrained freedom 
of daily personal intercourse, feel utterly at a loss to ex- 
press by the hand what would overHow rapidly enough 
from the lip, or even the eye. Ripening years, &q(1 
being thrown upon his isolated exerti ^tis, together 
wilh (he success hitherto attending his diluent progresSj 
had insensibly led Richard into new train; of thought 
to the future* His present loneliness was but a pro^ 
lion, contentedly submitted to in the fond prospect whicE^ 
al the end of a vistu of toil^ seemed to shine in all the 
sunlight beauty of a young man's dream. A cottage 
was thnre, and in that cottage was pictured a group of 
happy faces, for the originals of which he bad onlv tw 
recal the donoestic party recenOy broken up : and those 
among his rustic companions who marvelled that Rich- 
ard Green should be at once the most silent and the uv 
cheerful of their laborious band, knew nol how the bu 

cy of his animal spirits was sustained hy the vivi 
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giDiugB of a mind mare delicately mouMed than ihod» 
&rcund him. 

Mr. Barlow had touched the key-note, at the precise 
time when all within him was best atluuud for a resputise* 
The joyous occasion, the loveliness of the lundacape, the 
«offeenitig effect of tlie hoLJi- as the broad and beautiful 
[harvest-mooti gradually roso iroin th« extrejne verge of 
ithat ocean beU^ and mingled her coo! light with the 
^crimsoa dyea reflected fram the western sky — <ill cum- 
J>ined lo render the tide of fnnd recolkiction and fuuder 
ainticipation averpowering. Mr. IJarlow's course set-med 
interminable : Richard would wait no longer. On a sud- 
den, he recollected that every creature belonging to his 
felher'M collate, £tnd iU more Jinmedinte neighbors, was 
then present; and following the impulae of the momeot 
She arose, stole awiiy, and by short cuts over the now de- 
berted fields he qufckly reached the spot which of late 
Jie had father avoided. 

I Little alteration had been made in it ; and what little 

Jlhere was, the mingled etfect of twilight and a luxurianl 

[growth of unaltered trees .sufficed to veil. He drew 

ear, not as he was wont, with half averted eyes unwil' 

njg to meet the spectacle of its alien inmates, but under 

he happy cansciouS;nes3 of being wholly alone and un- 

bserved. Throwing his folded arms on the paling, with 

nee bent on a stone where Willy ased to sit to watch 

e manceuvres of his ducks^ and with his temple preased 

the stem of a yellow broom-tree which he had him- 

If trained to ornatneut the little gate, he fixed an open 

ze on the beloved home of hia childhood, and gave 

limsclf up to visions of the past until it aeemed strange 

hat no smiling face had yet looked through tlie e'*^e- 

nent, or appeared at the door, to welcome his return. 

K dogj which had been ranging the fields, now reLurning 

his charge, seemed resolved to compensate for lua trU- 

ncy by the loudness of his mpnacing Imirk at the intrii- 

cr. * Ah,' aighod Richard, ' 1 am a s\ra.\vTe.t \\Q'«^as\^ 

injrboJjV cur may warn me off.' TVvcTe ^aa Vxt^fxt^*? 
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in the thought, enough to put hLs pJea^^LiaL dreaiu to lligl 
He slowiy roa^j and measuring himsi^lt" agaiust a rustij 
pole to which the linen Unes were usually fasttne* 
cluac by wherti he stgod, the rusult struck iiim. '■ Hoi 
laJl I am I The Squirt: has put rae among his merij looj 
' and I may as well talic a man's heart, and sot lo woi*k U 
I good earnest lo make my way ia the world ibr them, 
t He turned away^ but again looked roiind : the rc?coUe( 
I tiojj of the parting night came full upon him — the chaj 
ter, the prayer, tUe stitji^d anguish otf the hour, and th< 
burst of lonely sorrow that had succeede.d it, all r< 
with perfect dislinclness to his mind. He clasped 
haDils, and breathed a fervent supplication for thos 
lovtid ones now so far diiilatit ; and for himself^ that hi 
might be made the means of abiding comfort to them* 
Ie soothed his exciltd fL'tliJigs ; and as he slowly paced 
his homeward path, the wonted evening hymn of the 
facnily in harmonious, thou^Jth subdued aod ^jlaintive 
J tones, cheered his solitary way far more efliictually than 
I the sprl^htliGst associates could have done, 
I Richard was a pious youth ; but, like the rest of God's 

childrcTij he hud a conLiimal battle to ftght with a deceit- 
fol heart, a corrupt nature, and an iiisiidious tempter. 
Imnnorality in every form he abhorred ; and showed his 
abhorrence by carefully avoiding the company of such 
as, in that respect^ differed from him: tmt, Uke Mary, 
he had much latent pride, a great deiil of self-confidence, 
unknown to himself and un*uspt;cted by others, for his 
manners were the reverse of forwartl or asf^oming ; and 
a sensitiveness amounting to irascibility on points nearly 
rumiected with his family respectability orpLrsuiial inde- 
pendence- Ilapjuly for himself and others, none breathed 
Llie air of L. who could utter a disparsiging or unkind 
remark concerning the absentees of his household ; or it 
is probable Richard Green woultl have astonished tho9e 
who best knew and most loved him. 

Nor was the fervency of this attachment lo be mar- 
i^fij/etl at : kfly by his father's death, the eldest male iu- 
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habitant of tlie cottage, ihe boy, even in eady chilJii^od^ 
had learned to acknowledge the cluim upon his protec- 
tion which no truly masculine charucter cau tall to recog- 
nize on the part of thf^ more helpless sex. Often had lit- 
tle Richard Green looked admiringly on while the mon- 
arch of tliPJr small towl-y^rd b[?nt a paironiTiing eye upon 
the h*^ns and chickenE, in whose favur he had reliuqujsh- 
ed :iome choice niorscl scratch*?d up by hig persevering 
industry fr<nn the sod ; the call that Gammoned his 
feathered proteges to enjoy it never failed to bi-ing 
Richarfl also; and with delighted interest did thu child 
contemplate the character which he regarded &s hia fu- 
ture modeh 

One day he had confided to Helen his cogitations on 
the subject, a broken potato being the prizti under dis- 
cussion aii^ong the fowls. ' Look,' said he, 'at Strut, 
what a good lellow he is. The old black hen^ you know, 
is Speckle mother, and the cock was Speck^s chicken ; 
so Bluckey is Strut's granny and all the tiny chicks be- 
long' to his family. Now you sec, Helen, liow he goes 
about peeping, and scratching and Iiunting, and when he 
finda a nice thing, instead of gobbling it up all alone, he 
calls thertij and looka on better phrased ta see them enjoy 
it than to eat It himself. And then if aaybody meddles 
with the hens or chickens, what a fuss he g*Hs into ! 
We are good friends ; he follows me about, and pecks 
from my hand - but if 1 catch a fowl, and frighten it, 
bounce he flies at me, tri.^s to strike with his spurs, and 
tells me as plam as he caa speak he is going to tear my 
eyes out.' 

* Ii is pretty to see so much love and courage in a poor 

|i bird, Richard.' 

I * I think, Helen, it is lore makes him brave, for he 
will run away on his own account, tboug^h he figlits on 

, theirs. But 1 was going to say I will be like Strut when 
I am a man. I will take care of my tyranny as he 
does o( his, and of the rest as he does oCtU*^ (iti,wWe.t?&. 

UGq be sure J have no molUet as Sl.t\i\. Viaji \ \sssx ^^\w.ls.'^ 

^ I£* ^ M 
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bav^^ou, Uelen^ and I will take cB.re of you, and give 
you. a big share out of all I can earu.^ 

With these feelings strengthening and expanding dai. 
in his bosom, Richard Green, now alnjost a man in 
and size, exhibited a specimen of manly English charai 
ter, such as it will be found where ra^n have not heriie 
together in pursuit of selfish eads until all tho finer 
touches are worn away, and * every one for himself he- 
comes the heartless maxim. Would young Green have 
givea credit to anyhody who had told him (hat thou 
saudg of delicate fittle girls were habitually oppressed, 
overworked, starved, beaten, and that by men, frequently 
by their own iathers, to swell the gains of their labor ? 
Fathers and elder brothers are very often employed in 
the raills, as spinners, slobbers, Sec, with liberty to en- 
gage and to pay the children of their department. They 
are themselves paid by the piecej consequently, it be- 
comes their interest to have the given work completed 
in the shortest possible tinae ; and if they have young 
daughters or little sisters, they of course save or rather 
gain considerably by employing them : and it is an awful 
fact, that under the hardening Influences of fro veto asness, 
or ihft cravings of wretched want, more barbarous uaao;e 
awaits the girl at the haod of a father or brother than 
that of a stranger. No tyranny is so dreadful as domes- 
tic tyranny : and he who aacrificeg natnml atfection at 
the hand of mammonj becomes a monster among God's 
works. 

But of all this Richard Green had no conception : 
many anxious thoughts would arise to trouble him, con- 
cernint^ those so fondly, so exclusively loved; but no- 
thing resembling the reality had ever crossed his imagi- 
nation. At times he thought of the shows, the gay 
shops, the fine people, the lots of company that a town 
must contain, and the sigh that woald escape arose from 
no desire to share such gratification, but rather from a 
half-jealous doubt whether they might not wile away 
^om him a. portion of the only thing he coveted — -t 
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love of that endeared circle, * People in towns aic very 
polite^ and dress STnartj and pay coiupltmenLs,' thought 
Richard, 'but what is the go<J(3 of that/ Helen used to 
say she nerar shouM see a riband so hne ns the ra-tnbow, 
nor any crowd of people so amusing as the bustling 
waves of yo&der sea^ and the birds that dip and paddJe 
among them. No, no, the town wonH drive me out of 
their minds ; or if it does a iittle by day, they will re- 
memhcr me when the Bible is spread open : and put mj 
name tbremost in the prayer !' 

Oq the evening above referred to, this tide of thought 
had set in with more than its wonted foree * it occupied 
hiin, even tilt midnight, hiiunted hia dreama, and op- 
pressed his spirit when rising with the lark lo pursue lus 
daily toiL It was, thereforpT with no smal! degree of 
gladness that he received a message from Mr. Bariow, 
desiring to see him before noon ; and with a lighter heart 
he repaired to the pBrsonag;e, assured of being indulged 
ID the subject so precious to him : nor was he tnijstab.enj 
for the pastor at once entered upon it, making jiarticular 
inquiries as to the date and contents of his last letter 
from M., and displayed an anxiety (hat gradually awoke 
in Richard's mind a sensation of alurm. 

* Have you heard anything aboijt them yourself, sir ?* 
he asked. 

Mr. Barlow did not give a direct reply, ' It is natu- 
ralj Richard, that one who has watched over you all 
from the cradle, I may say, should feel a little auxioua 
for those who are so far removed ; particularly as your 
dear ^mndmother is a^ed, and hiis passed all her life sur- 
rounded by kind neighbors and old friends, who are dif- 
ferent from the common acquaintance she may meet 
with in a large town, wherft each is too much occupied 
in pursuing his own interest, amid great competition, to 
pay much regard to the stranger thai is within their 
gates.' 

, ' But you know, sir, my aunt Wright and her CtuaaiX'^ 
•re there ' 
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*True, Has your grajidmother writleD much of them 
as being affectionate, pious relatione P 

Ridiarci was struck, for the first time, witli this omia- 
sion : he looked perpl^Jtetl and distressed. Mr, Barlow 
resumed. 'I would not, my dear kd, have you alarm 
yourself, but from the general report I have had, and 
other cij-cumstancesj it would be a leiief to my «iiod to i 
kuow positively what prospects of comfort our absent * 
friends have for the approaching winter. Our letters do 
not furnish this iiiformationi, and 1 have son»e noliun of 
letting you go and make inquiries. A friend of mine, 
some miles off, wants to send a trusty messenger to M., 
on business that you are very well able to Iru&sacl ; he 
■wiU pay your expenses, and allow you for the loss of , 
time i and last night 1 got your master's leave for a 
week's absence before you enter upon your new employ- 
ment. Of course, you are willing to go,' I 

'- WiUing! oh, sir, Mr. Barlow, ever since I can t^ 
member, you have been, next to God, the best friend to 
me and oiirie ; but you never, never In all my life, did ' 
me sKich a kiadnesa as this, sir !^ And he burst into j 
tears. \ 

* Well, wellj my dear boy, 1 hope it will all be Tor the 
best f but it cost me some thought and prayt^r before 1 
could make up my mind to send you even for such a 
purpose, into the busy, wicked world of M.^ and I must < 
navti your proml:»e, Kichard, your positive promise^ that i 
you will not remain there, biit come back again withio i 
the tune specified.' 

' Siu"ely, sir. I go on a message, and I would not de- 
ceive or disappofnt my employer.' 

' Right : you must also promise not to make any en-j 
"agement to interfere with your service here. A stoutj 
healthy, active young fellow like you might perha]is fin<lj 
ready employment, and the temptation would be great to' 
remain with your family ; but do not yield to tl : you 
would repent when too late having cut off from them this 
"TttJ^ecfo/ returning to ttvevt native ^\a)c^,'w\iicVi^\i^ Gixl'^ 
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blessing on your ijidcjstry here, they may be enabled to<^| 
do. Your master, the squire, is w^ll plcastd with you^ ^ 
and means to help you on, it you continue ike sober, 
indu^irlouSf st&ady lad that he now co!i^;dera you lo ^ 
he.\ ■ 

Richard cheerfully promised ; and aftor a few more • 
admonitions he was direcU'd to go to thy genlleman 
whose messenger he was to be ; and wldle ihe beoevo- 
ler)l paator resumed his studies^ the youjig pc^iisant sal- 
lied Ibrthj glad to give vent to his exuberimt joy by 
bounding aloti;^, and leaping over **very object m his 
way. WTialever apprehensions might momentarily have ^M 
clouded his mind had now vanished in the blaze of raptu-^B 
rous delight at the certain, the nva.T prospect of behold- 
ing again all that his heart loved. Jlis fancy pictured 
the meeting — the delightful tvening he shouhl pass, seat- 
ed around the tea-tahle with every Jtmjlinjj face turned 
full towards him, listening to his budget of news. ' Of 
course,' thought he, ' things will be smarter, and my 
country jacket wilt laok awkward amontj; the town fash- 
ious J but they wont like am a bit llie less fur that^ 
certainly. 1 shall look down upon thorn j for the tallest 
of them must be a h*5ad shorter than me — thiiiiks to 
country air and good bard work,' he added, leaping over 
a five-barred gate, and giving chace to a playful young 
colt that bounded away on his sudden appearance. 




It was about ten o*clock in the morning when Richa 
Green, after thirty-sis hours' hard traveUiug, spran; 
from the roof of the coach in M., and having shoulilere 
his ba^^ket, sE>t off at a rapid pace in quest ijf the abode 
on which his thoughts had so long dwflt. To iind th& 
street was tiat difficult ; by dint of inquiry he aho dis- 
covered the obscure Inttc ; but when, after threading for 
flume lime the filthy mascc, he had ibrdj^d himself and 
bis basket through the narruw entrance c^ the court, he 
felt provoked at having lost so much time, ft>r cei'taialy 
this couM not he the place. Hov/ever, he mecham 
cally usked if the Widow Green lived there ; and w 
answered by a gesture^a dirty womatij with a pipe in 
her mouthj pointing up a staircase in a comparatively 
lar^c but ruinous building. He mounti^d the stairs 
more to get away from the disagree able-looking peopl 
who gathered ruund, than with any expectation of fin' 
iag what ho sought ; and entering a miserable room, th 
flour of which was clean though broken, and SGCiiig n 
tiling but two heaps nf bedding, one half concealed 
a curtain, a. small table, and two or throe chairs, 
would have withdrawn, had not a faint voice inquired. 
* Who is there ?' and at the same moment his eye fe; 
upon a wooden box fatniliar to his recollection. Hd" 
j stood for a mom^-nt in stupid amaze, then let ihe basket 
1 hastily down, which began to feol too heavy, as n faint- 
L iii?&? came orcr ImUj for a death-Vikii face-, raised from a 
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Baattrass in the corner, met his gaze, and the next in- 
slaut his oa-me, in a screaiB of wild joy, broke the sLil^^ 
ness of the a.partment. He rushed across the room, aii^H 
sinkings on h^ knees beside the bed, had in a moment^ 
the thin arms of Jiimes ciasp*id rouod his neck^ whil« 
many mi emiearing expression strov^e to win a reply, hul 
in vain. Richard could only drop hia face upon his 
brother's pillow, and sob with an anguish of which his 
hoart had never till that moment conceived the exist- 
ence. 

* Now, Richard, darling Richard, do be caltn,' crusd 
James» as he jstroked back the curb from his brother** 
burning forehead : * you will hurt yourself, aud you will i 
hurt me/ he addt^d in a tone so plaintive that it recalleJ^M 
Bichard to a sense of the injury he was doing the dyin^^l 
boy. He drew^ back, seated himself on the bed's edgej 
and holding in his the shrunken hands of his brotheri 
gazed at them and in hi^ face, with the looks of one who 
has in this world no ray ol comfort left. 

* You see I am in a weak way,' 8aid James, ' and in- 
deed nobody expected me to hold out so lon^. 1 had 
only one wish left and that was to see your dear face 
again, and even that was to be granted to me, a wicked 
sinful hoy, by the great mercy of my own blessed Lord. 
O, Richard, you don't know how happy 1 am : my sins 
aje forgiven, my pardon's sealed, and I am going to 
God, What kii^ upon a throne would not change with 
me ? He must give up his crown before long ; but I 
shall receive mine, and once 1 get it, I can never lose it 
again. 1 ^hall wear it always, Richard, day and night| 
except when I take it off to cast it down before the 
throne of the Lamb who was slain, and has redeemed 
me to God by his blood.' 

The silent, yet joyous fervor of the boy's voice and^i 
nuinner, went to his brother's heart. Again Richard^| 
kissed his htow, stroked bis skeleton hands, and at last^H 
said, ' My darling James, I did not expect this. But oh^ 
wlwr« are the rest V aikd he seemed \q ^i*i^ ^io®. \fc.^^ - 
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' They are all out: Wjily is at the ndllj and granny Q 

gone with Helen and Mary to * he stopped alrf 

rupLly, M 

^ To wkerCj Jemniy ?' i 

' Give me some of that drink, Richard.' A Itttlj 
to&st and water stood on the table^ and while Jsms^ 
eagerly swallowed H^racj Richard cried^ ' Stt>p,' ran t^i 
his hamper, and drew forth a little basket of ripe fruiti 
Oh, how nice, how sweet, how delicious 1' exclaimed 
the boy, as the juice refreshed his parched mouth ; ' H 
is worth a. guinea a drop.' ' And you might havi? it fi^i 
the gathering, if you had only been left to stay at home,^ 
thought his brotherj but he said it not : he only repeat* 
ed Ids inquiry for the rest of the party. i 

* I will tell you,' ,said James : ' but first, Richard, w< 
must lift up our hearts to God^ for some of the comforlS 
able words of his promises. You know he has told i]( 
we must tlirough much tribulition enter the kingdom flj 
heaven ; and that before we reign with Chml we musi 
suffer with him. All thia, and a ^reat deal mofe, \yi 
must remember : and also that we are not to fear theoj 
which kill the body.' i 

' Kill V i 

' Or hurl ; even if it went as far as killing, we ai^ 
safe ; hut this is ant near so bad : not at all like it. Yai 
see, Richard, the mill-people are sometimes very cruel] 
they dooH love God, and how should they love one anos 
ther? Our Mary provoked tliem, by taking part with I 
poor little orphac girl, and certainly she did it in tofi 
much anger. She was beaten ' 

* Who ? Mary ! who beat Mary ? who dared totoacft 
my little Mary ?' and every fibre of Riclmrd^s body tjuii 
vered with rage, ' 

* Huah, bush; she was not much hurt, indeed : U 
was not so much a beating, as the habit of hitting aoi 
pushing her about. Granny tried everything, but a 
vain : at last she got a signt of the superintendent, an^ 

told him all ; and he has brought it into court , TheJ 
■re now before the raagistratea.^ J 
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* Where is the court ?' said Richardj riamg with a look 

of stem determiDatiyn, ^^ 

* ]t is not tar : but if you go, don^t let them see you. ^t 
The surprise of it would put everything out of their ^ 
heads ; and Justice 'vrould not be got, maybe, lor waut of 
j^jroper evidence.' 

There was too much reason m this to be resisted^ 
Hichard acknowledged it, and [jromi^jed to keep out of 
sight. Then, after settling the poai- boy comfortably, 
with a supjily of fruit and a slice of country ciike, he^H 
bent his way to the court-house. J^| 

Richard had never been present at any kind of trial ; ' 
filled with a. dftep reverence for the majesty of Englisk 
taw, Km imagination pictured something strikingly solemn 
and awful in every branch of its administration. He 
wondered at, while he admired, his grandmother's reso- 
lution, ia seeking public redress for an injury indicted on 
the helpless orphan committed to her ; and he felt as 
though the family was now to be m^de the general talk 
of M. Feelings wholly new to him took posseasion of 
his mind, and he scarcely knew how he arrived at the 
point of his destination — a shaded comer, where he 
couM both see and hear without being exposed to much 
observation. Several men had chosen the same spot^ 
seemingly more interested than they wished to appear in 
what was going forward. 

On the bench sat some gentlemen variously occupied : 
one was examining a witness, another making memoron* 
da ; a third had a newspaper hefore him, from which he 
looked off to take a survey of the court through a fash- 
ionable eye-glass. Two were discussing some point that 
seemed to interest them greatly, and another appeared to 
be amusing himself with tiie uncouth phrases in which a 
poor lad was giving evidence. The witnesses were to- 
gether, in such a place that Hichard could not see them^ 
except when they stepped forth \ and the audience was 
composed of a motley assemblage, whoae general charac- 
teristic seenoed to be want of clftau\tt\e&& v awi, Vw^ t«? 
det^ed the close room scarcely bearabVii* ^ 
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The case then under examiDation was one of a dmn] 
en squabble ; it was soon disposed of, anil another call* 
on. This consisted of informations laid by the super! 
tendent agalnat a mill-owner for employing children vei 
much under ^e. ' Now,' said a bystander to hh nea 
neighbor just beside Richard, ' now mark how many e3 
cuses will be brought forward.' 

Richard was marking it all, with «n intentness thi 
needed no stimulus. He saw a movement amone; tl 
gentlemen who were doing nothing on the bench^ ai 
also saw an evident desire not to appear intt^restt-d 
frhat was going on. The first chaise produced bad fc 
its subject a puny little boy, who was represented 
have worked ahcady a year in the uulls, under a certil 
cate of being fourteen, wbereaa he still wanted soi 
months of that age. He had, it was stated, been coi 
cealed in various ways on the former visits of the ii 
spectora; but this time the rnovement was not qui( 
enough, the superintenrjpiit caught him ; and beii ^ 
struck by hia very childish appearance, instituted an in- 
quiry, the result of which placed him, and several others, 
before the court. The book-keeper of the firm produc- 
ed his volume of certificates, and showed one in tl 
bey's name, signed by the surgeon, and coCinter&igi>« 
by a magistrate, declaring him to be of full age at tf 
time of admission. ' Please, sir,' he added, holding 
book towards one of the gentlemen on the bench, * 
see whether this counter-si^ature is not yours.' Tl 
gentleman glanci^d at it, and nodded. ' And here,' pt 
sued the clerk, * is the doctor, who no doubt will 
knowledge bis hand-writing.' This was also done. 

' We object,' said the attorney for the proseculit 
* that the boy's appearance is so palpably eonclusii 
against hia being anything like the a^e specitiedj tl 
even if any professional man certified him to be of tha 
jt^e^ no mill-owDor was justified m teceVvvia^ the test 
atony, and employing the. chiXd-' 
' WhsLt "replied a cunmnff4c>o\ati^VA^leInsL\i•«\io^^ 
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retained by the defendant, * would my friend recommend 
us to give tlie lie to a distinct assertion, veriiied by a 
highly honorable professional gentleman, and counter- 
.signed by a worthy, wprigbt, administrator of the taws " 

^ With regard to the IiitLL*r,* resumed the adversary, 
* it is well known the magistrate does not see the child : 
he attaches, uja a matter of formi^ his signEiture to thai of 
the professional man upon \vhose judjment and veracity 
he can rely. The mt^istrate is wholly tx«e from impu- 
tation of blarae.' 

' There novy^,* aaid Richard's neighbor, who was no 
other than isouth, ' there's an crasion for you* The 
law, makings allowance for possible mistakes, and sa 
forth, on the surgeon's part, provider that a magistrate 
should also see the child, and if he thinks it ail right, 
then he is to sign too. Instead of that, some dozens of 
the doctor^s certificates are sent to his worship ; and he, 
as his leisure may serrc^ scribbles his nam@ and sends 
them hack. Aud you see, so far from getting blamed, 
his constant ncg;luct of a plain duty is pleaded as an ex- 
cuse for itself!' 

The doptor was now appealed to, and requefited to 
look first at hfs signalure, then at the boy. He admitted 
that the certificate was certamly his, and that the boy, 
if no old, was remarkably small of hla age : but that he 
ftad some positive a.'^suranee from hb friends, or he 
nhould not have passed him. 

* This paper,' persisted the aeoiser, 'declares the boy 
to be of the ordinary strength and app^ttrimce of fourteen 
years.' 

' Vea ; that is ti\G form supplied by the act, we are 
limited to one way of expresi^ing it. His parents cer- 
tainly showed mc the baptismal r<^gister, or in some way 
satisfied me of the fact,' 

*- Where are your parents ?' asked tha TttSkS^^^xaSyt^*^ 
dreasm^ihe boy. 
' I ifoit-t knoWj sir.' ^, 

' Did they bring yon to the doctor VoVe <Lct^:&»«^ 
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i * Yes, flir/ 

^^' ' And what has become of tliem V 

m^ *" I donH know, sir.' _ 

" ^ He must be sworn. Boy, do you know the oftture 
of an oath P 

The wretched child answered by repeating some 
the most common and blasphemous modes oi'execratic 
which, to Richard's great horror, drew forth a peal 

; laughter, some on the bench more than smUlng. 

* Pho !' said the presiding magistrate, angrily. ' 
you know, sirj what will become of those who take 
false oath ?' 

* I have heard some say that it is bad to swear, sir?') 

* Do you go to church, and say your priiyers "?' 
' No, sir.' 

' Do you know anything about God and the Bible ?* 
'No, sir,' 
' Go along. Well, gentlemen, we must dismiss t 

case, I fear. There is a complete hreak io the evidenc 
nobody appearing to disprove the doctor's asserti 
which none of us can be inclined to doubt, as to his ha' 
ing had a certificate of baptism shown him by the boy 
parents. Nobody could think of administering an oa 
li to such a little heathen. Call the next case^' 

South, with a grin, observed, * Calling the next case 
is a good way to save time. If he had s^aid, Is any ona 
piesent who can throw any light on this matter ? I'' 
have stepped up at once. The boy is even younger th 
he confesses to, and the doctor at first refused to pi 
him : but the parents did the usual trick ; they went 
a parson and had him baptised, K'^^"? J^^^ what age the; 
pleased. The parson put it down in the register, 
furnished them with a copy. They went a^ain to I 
doctor, and he being of course too busy to gUnce at th 
date of baptism, which would have betrayed the trick, 
Jooked oniy at the age, and passed ttva b«^, L happen 
to know be was well thrashed al \itame lot \ft\.\\Xi,'£^ ^^t 
^operlntendeixt catch himjond fot «w\:i^^'m\^Siv 
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that he was so young. You see what good effect ihe' 
promise of a worse beatinw has had on him. As to hia 
ignorance, that Lj no He. Mom than a ye&r he h&s bad 
the beTtefit of the education clanse, and he doeji not know 
lo-day who made hhn.' 

While this explauationj to which Richard could itul 
help listeniDg, was going oa, another ainiikr case was 
diflposed of, some technical flaw appearing in the very 
outset. South remarked, he wondered the supcrinteD- 
dent would persist in bringing them forward, seeing 
how many loop-holes the other party found to creep out 
at. No more of this class appeared : but a very long 
string of names was now heard, appended to an accusa- 
tion of habitually overworking the young chiUren to 
whom they belonged, Richard was struck with the be- 
nevolent interest manifested by the gentlemen on the 
bench when this was announced : but Soulh^s bitter 
wlusper spoiled bis gratification. ' Ay, now they^re all 
alive. Working over-hours is too great an advantage to 
be tolerated in a neighbor ; and no doubt soni^ of them 
informed against him. Self-iaterest is a capital watch- 
man. But let them prove what they may^ the principal 
offender has two good friendsi on the bench. The pre- 
siding jud^e is pmprir?tor of an eatablishmeni in another 
town, boldinc couslant dealings with him m the way of 
trade ; and that quiet lookmrr old gentleman, who ha.i 
said nothing yet, hut is now beginning to handle pen and 
ink, is his own father-in-law,' 

' That's a great shamt:/ said the person addressed. 

* Yes : before the amendei act, as they call It, came 
in force, I'll be bound such a case as they're now going 
to prove, and which 1 don't think will be even defended^ 
would have stood the accused in two or three hundred 
pounds. He could not then have had a connexion on the 
bench ; and the lowest penalty was iNv^tvS.'^ t^mw^ Vtl 

tesi'h okeiici^. Now we shall see.'' ^. 

Sereu children had been selected, ati^ ^oo^ ^^ tok:^ 
edsiVG was given that Ihey haA aM Vi^eti c;vAiS^'3 ^^"^ 
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worked^ by varicm& devices, includbg that of kec*^; 
tbem bard at their labor during the hours allotted fi 
schooling. No defence was set up: the witnesses gj 
their evideoce, no questions were put, nothing elici 
beyond their voluntary statements ; aiid the inagtstra 
having consulted together, their decision was made kno 
with as m«ch brevity as might be. They held the 
provenjand adjudged the crimmal to pay a fine — the 
of two shillings and sixpence. 

Soath's neighbor was going to speak ; ' Hush,' said 
* there is another charge coming on m behalf of the sanai 
complainants.' 

Tiais was a charge of having woiked the aibre&aid eevi 
children without school certificates, thereby defeat 
the purposes of the act. Thi^ al^o was admitted, a: 
the culprit was fined again to the an^iountof two shlLlin; 
and sixpence, over and above that already imposed. T 
agent, with a smile, laid down two half-crowns, in t 
name of Jiis employer, and &o the matter ended* 

' Good,' said South, with his peculiar grin: ' ^ve s 
lin^s for seven children worked to the verge of the gra 
— for this is merely one instance picked out from ayeai 
overwork — and kept in the blesjied state of ignoran 
that helped little Tommy out of his difficulty just no 
We ehail have- a still more curious display by-and-b 
when the summons for altering certiftcntes, making fall 
entries, keeping no time-hooks, and I know not w 
besides, comes on against the great, wealthy firm 
A. But I believe the next on the paper is a charge 
ill usage, not affecting the owners, and which the 
old woman Green has been put up to bringing. She 
only make bad worse, I'm afraid,' 

B,ichard*s agitation, on hearing these words, may 

imagined. A cold damp stood on his forehead, and 

a moment he felt famt t bvit his frame, braced by hi« 

ive aea-breezG and he.aU\\tv^Wi\^"w^^'iQS. ^^^ijist thi 

anhcd effects of along ■^0Mtxvfe^,^^1^^^^■*^^^^^W,«!^ 

lhr> yet more trying atraoa'gViW^^^^^ QYV^^^-*fc\\^\v— 
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He rallied} shifted his place so as to^A a more distinct 
view of the table, and at the same time to be equally 
neiur South, whom he now regarded as a sort of frieodj 
from the compassionate manner in which he had spoken 
of one so dear to him, and also to secure the support of a 
small pillar round which he twined his arm. 

The oase came, on, John Roy, overlooker to the 
Messrs. 2?., was summoned for various acts of unneces- 
sary severity to Mary Green, one of the factory laborers 
under his charge, particularly with having, on a certain 
day, kicked her on the shins, so as to hurt and bruise heri 
tfODsidcrably. ThLs charge was also brought at the iii- 
St&Tice of the superintendent : and, having been statedJ 
Mary Green was CBlled to substaotiate the facts. 

[t was only by clinging with a desperate bold to his 
pillar, that the young brother resisted the magnetic force 
drawing him to place himself beside the trembhug or- 
phan-child, to make her cause his own, and to shelter 
ner in his bosom from the rude stare of the many eyes 
turned upon her. He did resist it, however, and gazed 
with anguish on the altered being before him. Emaciat- 
ed, feeble, poorly clad, and with an expression of care, 
mingled with something quite foreign to the artless sim- 
plicity of little Mary's former face, she stood there, the 
hectic crimson of her cheek and brow soon giving way to 
a paleness sadly contrasted with thesnii-burnthueoi" the 
village child ; and the momentary tremor of her frame 
succeeded by an air more bold than Richard was prepared 
to Bee. He Ustened breathlessly for the first tone? of her 
happy voice : they too were changed — they were Ifccome 
shrill, and, for her age, almost harsh. 

The magistrate inquired of her concerning the nature 
of the oath she was about to take r Mary answered 
readily, emphoticallyj almost proudly^ as to her perfect 
understanding of it. She was theiv svjqtt\,^'^^ iLe:^}^!,^^^ 
to a groat deal of persecution, a\\ oViyis,, at?« ^^^^ ^^^^^^ 
her taking the part of a poor de&o\atp \\^t\e '^'^^'^^'^■'^^1^^ 
Either was lately dead. The covirt ftbru^vVj voX^^ 
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telling her to cqAie herself to the facts of the q^sbuM 
recenlly commifflB, nothing that bad not occurred wikhiil 
fourteen days ofthti iuspectur's lastvUiL hfingadmiiSsibM 
in evitleuce. This sadly curtailed poor Mary's f^tor™ 
for the cireumstajice took place within haJf an hour !■ 
thf limiled time, and of course slici could only state ibfl 
barr fftct. WJieii ciilied on to exhibit the mark, ^\m 
replied thy discdloiiitJoa was uoiii'ly gone, but the swcal 
ing and suront'S.3 remaintyd ; and th<? doctor who saw ifl 
ntid ordered a lotion, could bear witness ^Jiat it had beflfl 
a severe blow. ■ 

' And who is this doctor r' m 

She mimed a pLTson, who, one nf the geutleiTiM 
observed, wiis no doctor, but an obscure retail apoLhecarjB 

* We are too pool' to employ a re^lar doctor, sinl 
said Mary ; ' but he promiseU to come and. describe thl 
hurt.' J 

' He knows his own interest too well for that^'miatterdl 
South. I 

* What witness have you to prove the assault?' sail 
the niu^gislrate to the attorney ; who replied that one dfl 
■whom he cldefly depended had not yet appealed : ho« 
ever he wnuld put forward another in the mean tiriw 
whose childish, aspect would not, he hoped, be objectfll 
to. The accused then began to cross-quf:?sLion Mary. I 

'On your oath, now, Miss, did you not ^ive nic itiM 
pertinence euouj^h to provoke much more than the pufl| 
that I accideiUally ^nve you ?' M 

* No,' she replied, firmly, ' i f^ave you no impertinence ; 
you did not push but kicked ine ; and it was not by ace 
dent, but desi^jn.' 

' Pley-day ! don't look so fierce, or you'll injure yo 
own cause. Have you not been constantly bullying 
and everybody else about this Irish beggar whom y 
affect to patronize ?' 

* / iJon^t know what you caV\ \i\ifty\w%'. \ VvMe *w 
poor linlo Katy ill-treated aTnot\>^^f'awtom^^t\ft^t^v-^^\^ 

/ took her pari as well us 1 couid? 
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* Ohj you did. Now pl&aae to inform the court in 
what raanoet you took her part, if not by railing and blus- 
tering ? ' 

Mary was perplexed : she knew very well, but some- 
bow she could not describe how she had taken katy^s 
part. No time wag allowed her to collect her ideas. 
The magistrate said it was uaelesa to go into such par- 
licularij, as it might naturally be supposed the child was 
saucy — she looked it — but that did not justify an asaaiiltj 
and he must hear the witnesses. 

Mary drew aside, and a diminutive little creature, 
plumpj but appearing not mare than nine, years old, was 
put forward. She seemed overwhelmed with terror, and 
looking round as if for some encouraging face ; trembling 
all over, and evidently ready to sob. 

* How old are you, little one ?^ 
' Please, sir, I don^t know,' faltered Katy. 
' And wbat do you know about an oath V 
The child seemed a little roused by this query, and 

answered more dislinctlyj ' Please your Honor, sir, I 
know if I tell a lie it will make my Lord God angry with 
me, and grieve the Holy Spirit. Jesus Christ says, ** He 
that telleth Uea is of the deviL'' 1 must speak ihe 
truth, sir.* 

' One, at any rate, has been well tatjgbt in the mills,' 
remarked another magistrate. 

* Not a bit, I warrant you,' whispered South, * She 
Jearnt it all at the poor widow's. That child is one of a 
batch to whom tbe priest gave certihcates of age, in a 
pious fraud, to support her father, who knew nothing 
about such thixtgis, and did jusi as the rogues in the place 
bade him ; but iisten,^ he added, as Katy, having been _ 
sworn, stood more erect and confident^ to tell the whole I 
truth in the love and fear of God, The very act of " 
pressing that blessed book to her tl^ se^wie'i^Vi Vast 
revived nnd refreshed her. 

' IVeil, nowf ,13 shortly as you can^ -wWl i^ '^^^^*^^"* 
/this UHsualt V A 
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Katy detailed the circumjalaiices ; but Ike discovery ot 
her being Mary's protege cerU-iJiUy lold against her. She 
was severely cross-examined ; but, instead of tUnching 
under it, her Irish blood seenuni to be comi>letely upj 
and whoii asked by the accused whether Mary (jreon 
was not ail impudent huzzy, giving bad language to her 
superiors, and quarrelihig with all around her, she replied 
in wrath, ' It's yourself that ought lo be ashamed to set 
your two eyes on me, and you just ufter saying that. 
Och, but it's a false speaker you are 1 ' 

* Your worships see^* said the overlooker^ turning to 
the bench, ' what me^^k lambs I have to tend.' 

A laugh ran through the court, and Katy, to the aston-^ 
ishment of her judges, said sQ»icthiug in Irish. 

* Come, what was that?^ ciitid the attorney Tlt the de- 
fence, ' 1 insist on knowing what she said,' 

' You must repeat it in l^oglish,' observed the bench. 

* And 1 wilt, your honor. It was the verse of a psalm 
that my father used to say out of the Irish Bible, whei 
Helen Fleetwood's character was tried to be taken awai 
The English is, '*T|ie ]yiug bps shall be put to silem 
that cruelly, disdainfully, andiipitefuliy s[>eak against tl 
righteous." ' 

^ Bravo, bravo ! ' murmured South. Then turning 
Richard, whosft quick breathing had attracted his notic 
lie added, * that Helen Fleetwood is one of the best gir 
alive, hut they mauled her repotatiou in the cursed mi 
The child's father was a downright b«:athen, a wild Iris 
mauj and in a galloping consumption, but those Gree: 
took him ia, poor as ihey were getting, and taught hi 
and got somebody to read the Irish Bible to him, and^ 
short, made a Christian of the poor fellow before 
died. lsn''t that little one a fine specimen of go 
teaching ? ' 

But he got no reply beyond a nod. Richard could not 

hsve spokertf had the world's Vfelfftr^*. been at stake. By 

this time Katy had been re\iuvt\,^ft4ftiXatA^st\v\.^'^v!Ti^'a»AL 

^ heavy-lookim lad was \iut m V\eT v^ce, Wt 
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»wom, but the testimony that he gave was so confused, 
BO unintelligible, and evencontradictot*j', timt they would 
not hear it. South remarked, the overlooker's presence 
was enough^ that the young fellow was inliuiidatL^d, aad 
dared not speak truth. 

' Go along, sir,' satd the magistrate. * Are wo to have 
no decent wttnesjij out of the many who must have 
been by/' 

None appeared. Some whispering went on at the 
side for the prosecution, and then Helen Fleetwood was 
called . 

* There, now, look at her,' exclaimed Soul!i, pushing 
Richard's dbow, * and tell me if aiiy man with a heart in ^_ 
his body could slander or ilUtreat that girl.' ^M 

trf>ok at her ! Kichard did look nt lier mittl his sieht ^^ 
seemed to fail. Could it be Helen ? Tim figure, teller 
and much slightcrj was her's^ and the features too were 
the same ; but that deadly white never belonged lo hi\t 
face^ nor that prominence to lier eyes, tior that stoop lo her 
shoulders. Still less wastl^ fixed impression of sorrow 
any part of the Hc!en Fleetwood of KicharJ'a boyish 
love* Yet the sweetness ^f her counti^aancc was in- 
creased to something almost heavenly j and thouj^'h the 
dimple had disappeared from hnr hollow cheek, a calm 
snfiile seemed to hang upon her lip^ when, in reply to the 
usual query, she expressed her btdicf in the omniscience 
of God, and her consciousness that in taldng nn oath shn 
was inviting his especial observance of what she should 
gay. She thon modestly^ hut clearly and distinctly, des- 
cribed the treatment experienced by Mary ; and posi- 
tively denied that she had, on that occasion, provoked .1 
by any intemperate language or improper deportment. 
She added, that bein^ herself employed in a ditferent 
room^ she should not have been present, but for the cir- 
cumstanco taking place while ^omc TQa.s:^vwt\^ ^%& 
mending. 
'This witaesa has establiahed l\ie ^v&\,^ ^^i<sxi».^ 
the magjstraies. ^m 
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By your leave, sir, I have a question or two to 
to her,* said the overlooker, with a malignant leer. ^Ti 
this way, roa^araj if you please.' 

She turned accordingly, aad afforded a fuller view 
Richard, 

* Now be so good as to state in what relationship yt 
stand to ihes family of this Mary Green.' 

' No relationship at all,' 

*0h, yoa quibble at a word, do you? Well then^ 
barring relationship, how long have you lived with theiq^H 
and on what terms V ^| 

' I have lived with them ever since 1 lost juy parents ; 
that ia, from tny infancy ; and ray circumstances are those 
of bein^ dependent on their bounty/ 

* No, no 1* exclaimed a tremulous voice, that went tc 
Richard^s heart ; but the magistrate cried, * Siien* 
there !' and all was still. 

* And if Ihey turned you out of doors, where cci 
you go V 

Richard clenched his fist with a movement so siidd< 
and violent that South, whS had been watching him f 
some timej caught his arm, *id whispered, ' Be quiet.' 

* Where could you go, hey?' repeated the question! 
who had succeeded in momentarily confounding his v icti 
by a supposition so new and so monstrous. 

But Helen had a great stock of that inmate dignil 
which belongs not to birth or station, but to charact* 
• She fixed a steady look Upon himj and repUedj ' If by ai 
' dispensation of God 1 was deprived of my best and ot 
I IHendg on earth, I .shall have still one to go to who hi 

saidt ^* Him that cometh unto me 1 will in no wise 
; out." ' 

I * That is to say, I suppose^ you would turn preacher.' 

) Here a murmur of ' shame !' was distinctly heard ; and 

i one of the gentlemen on the beach said, rather warmly, 
* Enough of this ; it wUl noL ahaka Uve clear testimony 
I of the young person before ua. "Yovniva.^ ^vskiiiV*^ ^^'!5wi'& 
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Fleetwood ; and now what witnesaca have we for the 
defeDce ?^ ^m 

Helen, with a respeclful curtsey lo the bench, retired ; ^| 
bnt it was plain, by the fluahing ol her brow and strui:;' 
gling of ht-r breulb^ ibat Ihii acquired streii^tb of the hour 
was passiijo; awiiy. Hicliard aaw Lis grauduiother press 
forward to meet and receive* fit^r; hesfiW the Jiged haiidu 
that had fondled his infancy stretched out to clasp those of 
its dearest companion j and as Helen's head sank on 
the jshoulder of t>ne to whose fond heart the bare sugges- 
tion oi' I uming her out of dours hnd been a dagL^er, Kich- 
ard burst away, and rushed out of the court. 

It was loo mtich like a feverish dream ; and occurring 
jaftor two sleepless nights of travel, h almost overset the 
boy's reason. He wandered on, careless where, until a 
name over a shop-door, similar to that of the gentleman 
to whom he was sent, recalled the primary object of his 
journey. Sick at heart, but still true to the principle of 
duty, ho seated hiinsclf for a few minutes on a low post, 
recalled his message, and finding on inquiry that the 
person lived at the opposite end of the to^^^l from the 
poor abode of his own family, he bent his way thither, 
and delivered his packet. Orderji were given hiin to ■ 
wait und re&esh himself in tlie kitchen while it was read : I 
and al'terwarda he was told to rait on the morrow for 
further dircctipiia. This left him at liberty, and he lost 
not a moment in hurrying to what, since it contained all 
that he loved on earth, be already called his home, 

Despite of all that combined to wring their hearts with 
sorrow, tSie meeting was most joyful. Apprised by Jamea 
of his arrival, the delicious task of making preparations 
to rective him again had animated th^iiir bosoms and their 
looks, James was up, wrapjied m a blanket, and seated 
on a low stoolj supported on two sides by an angle of 
the room, and on thu third by the crsii^ \aIoVe. TVe. 
widow, Helew, Ms.ry^ ^**y» were W^iV\t\^ S-o wo tv>&^ 
anti Nicfisj-d^s basket had been pluuder<^iWvvV\ovLl ^'^^^^^ 
to aid ia the prtparaiioBs, The TOs\\ ^.'b^a^ ^^^'^^ ^^ 
IS 
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the tkiCTf (be exclafirtations of welcome and of]<3j, and of 
wonder too at his immense groM'th, aDd the caresses th 
even little Katy wonld bestow, by his^in* and kissi 
CDC of his KsJids — q!1 was- so much a reality, that 
ceemed to forget ihe ugly dream, and laughed throng 
his If^ars, and was the happiest of all. 

What, iadeed, is the btst of this world's happiness, hut 
a temporary for^elftilness of ihe trouble to whirh sian 
borti as the sparks !ly upwards ! 
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Scarcely had the family party setded down into cot 
parative composure, when South made hia flppearance. 
Convinced of Richard's identity by what he had seen in 
the court, he how came to offer him a bed in his house 
saying, that as he knew the visit was unexpected, 
\vould save them some trouble. Richard would have i 
preferred lying on the bare boards under the same rt 
with those ao dear to hinri ; but a glance round the miser- 
able room, which was too evidently thetr only apartment, 
coDvmced hira of its impracticability. He therefore con- 
firmed his grandmother's rfluclant but grateful accept- 
ance of the neighborly otler. She was secretly udwllliiig 
that he should go to one whose family were tar from 
what she wished, and who would also acquaint him with 
many things of which she desired him to be kept ignorant ; 
Iput no other alternative presented itself, except that of 
turning him loose to seek a lodging where no young 
stranger Wiis safe. 

South did not stay long : hia good feeling, always 
alive toward ihia family, overcame the temjitation to stop. 
The highly respectable though rustic appearance of the 
young peasant had pleased him greatly ; and he longed 
to show his goodwill as the world delights to show it 5 
that in, by communicating intelligence uft-M^^ ttiw^tf^-wK^ 
those whom he best loved, of \ht^ \tvos\.T[>w\'i^:^^^'2^^'^^^% 
aitillti & way calculated at once to t<^\i^e a-^^ ^*^ -c^wsw 
his feelings. JVot that South \oveA p-o.^Vic>i^»iV^ "^^^ ''^ 
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paiu, but he liked to produce a sf^nsatioD, and to exH 
his acqufthilance with other people's concerns. He liv 
in idleot^sa, on the profits of his poor children's toil ; 
as lift closed the early grave over the heads of suceessiv 
victims, he quieted his eoiiscience by keeping up a vehe- 
ment and cuntjimed protest against the evils of which he 
availed hiniaelf* South spoke the truth ; he did n>it ex- 
aggerate fiiCtSj hut he very much weakened their effect 
on the minds uf his htarers, by sharing the sjioih This 
rendered a new arrival the more welcome, because from 
astrauger he was less lialile to the retort that those better 
acquainted with him frequently made. 

When taking leave of the widow, he observed, * Vi 
must not be too much disheartened at that fellow's a 
quittul. i knew how it woiild be all along. The 
speiitor 19 getting too sharp, and he must be ehetked, b 
showing him how little good his interference can do, I 
for all the spiteful things they said, and the lies they to 
for the defence, never heed them : it was only to jveve 
your getting redress, and so encooraging others to seeki 
Well, Mr. (ireen, don't hurry troni your friends to-night 
come when you hke— I shall he glnd to see you.' 

The momentary dream of enjoyment %vaa now dia 
pated \ the painful reality forced back upon their vie 
and the effect was felt in a sort of rcatraint falling on tl 
party. They sat, neither knowing how to break t 
silence, till Mary begao — ^ oa then, you were in 
court, Richard.' 

* Yea, I was, dear, I went immediately after IcaTing 
James.' 

* And did you— <lid you believe the things they 
about us at the end?' 

* 1 heard nothing of it : I came away directly ail 
Helen was examined : but I saw there was a great de,^ 
of wickedness at work against you. Indeed, I went out 
because I could not stand \t auy loi:\fl;pT ^'wV^avit si^tjaking 

irjy mind to them all ; and I kt\eiK t\\at it\u?i\^otW: 
' You did right, my dear c\iV\d; aa\-i I'ti^ >vViw . 
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* But, gra.miy, tell me two things. What has brought 
vou so low in your circujustaucea ; and why did you not 
_et me and Mi\ liarlow Icnow it in lime ?' He looked 
rouad tiio room, then in tlieir altered ^es, and tesira 
filled hia eyes. 

' It would be a long story, Richard, but the story of 
hundreds upon hundreds whom yoKi meet tit every corner 
tn these towns- We hav^e not been dishonest nor idle. 
Helen, Mary, Willy and Katy, htive worked constantly 
an the mills : James, e-veii now that he is so weak, con- 

tinues to inakt3 little articles for us lo sell ; and I' ■ 

her voice faltered, Iml she instantly recovered it, and in a 
firm, cheeifyl Loae, coiitiouod,' I have gone out, with tapes 
and laces, and such like things, and sometimes get a day's 
employment at cleaning aonoi]^ the mills. So, Richard, 
we are all, by God'a mercy^ to this hour, iadependent,' 

* But you seem to have such few comtbrta.' 

* Thai is owing to one or another being often ill, ani 
coals and everything so dear last winter. When we had" 
the fever we got help from a loan fund, &nd have been 
paying it back. Indeed, only for bad health, we should 
be very well olT, as times ga j and that, you know, is 
what God sees tit to send ua.' 

' Ah, but living in such a close, unwholesome place, 
how can you be well ?' 

* The rents arc too high everywhere else ; we stayed 
as long as we could in au airy aituutlou.^ 

* And you never told me you were ill.' 
' It would only have made you anxiouSj and perhaps 

have tempted yon to come over and see us, and take thy 
fever too. But now, my dear childj let us spi-ak of 
God's mercies to om soul^ and bodies, and not talk as if 
we reproached I lim who has been so verj' gracious to us ' 

* Tell him about father,' said Katy. 

The subject seemed to aamuite tU<;Ti\ a\\-, tw5sY>s!a&- 
something io ieil t and from their \iw\w4 &\.cst^ W^^tw*^ 
fh&i Ahhny had become morL^ and moie a\.\A.t\\E.i ^.& "^ 
hearing of God's Word ; and the widovj Vav'^^^^ °^ 
IS* 
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met with an Irish reader, reasoning out of the scripturM 
' with a. poor CQuntrymnu of hJ:^, she brought him vM 
Malonyj qqJ to her great joy found that he received thn 
word, in his own tongue, not only with gladnt-ss, bqjl 
with the most cheering evidentx-. of a true and saviiw 
faith. * Jt was wonderfulj' she. continued, ' how he cauglS 
at passages in the Bible, and relaiued them in hia inemor^ifl 
and feiisted Ujjuu them, 1 may say. Thi* reader onn| 
stopped two or three weelts in thii place, but Malony ]ai9 
up a store that lasted him lo his dyitit,^ breath.* ■ 

' Please, sir,' said Katy, * father did be saying thil 
Bible lo himself all day long. 1 know it was the Liiblea 
because I read the same in KngUsh : acd he would makM 
me repeat to him what 1 heard at church : for fathn 
sent me to ehurch too, sir.' I 

' Ay,' said James ; * do you know, Richard, he woulfl 
as soon have aeen Katy^s head oQ] -as let her go to a Profl 
testant church, till one day the priest scolded him fol 
hearing the Bible, and forbade it him. So, directlyj Mm 
lony, seeing our religion taiiEjht us to read the Bible, not 
his denied it, deteTmined his child should have notltiol 
more to do with Popery, You would not believe scarcol 
ly what a work there was when poor little Katy wn 
seen going to church ; and when, soon after, she IghijI 
the fever, the priest told everybody it was a judi^nent 
upon her for turnint; heretic, and that she would die aEid 
go to hell,* 

' But I didn't die, sir,^ said Katy. 

'So 1 see, my little lass,* replied Richard, smilin* ; 
*■ and I hope you will long live to stand by your friends, 
as you did this morning.' 

Katy looked energetic, replying m a decided toi 
* And 1 will, sir, please God.' 

' The fever,' resumed the widow, ^ by laying poor Kajj 
up, deprived Malony of his sole means of support : 

was already helpless, in tlie \a.'sl ala^ ^K d^tUwc' si 

paused^ then added, * He dieil m \.\\\* totiTO^ieyivcATOj^-av 
God his Saviour- a mote ti\u\Tiip\va'ftt4c'a!0tvVi^exex 
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* It was -^ou that did it,' exclaimed Katy, suddenly 
rushing up to the oldwomaa, and buryino; her tace in her 
lap : ' it was your own blesstfd self that did it nil.' 

* No, my childj it was the Lord that did it.' 
' Ah, but he bid you doit, and yoM did. Sure didn't 

you bring poor father here^ and nurse-tend him, and ine 
too, when never the one of us could lift up head or hand 
to bless you ? And didn't you talk to him, imd pray for 
him, when the heart of jou was breaking with ail of us 
sick, and gave us the half of every &up of drink that was 
liHle enough for yourselves ; and '- 

' Well, well, Katy, whatever we were the means of 
doing for youj we are well repaid by the love you bear 
us, and far more by seeing you desirous to walk in the 
same way that has led your dear fathur to heaven. Anil 
what way is thatj Katy r' 

' Jesus Christ is the way, ma'am, and the truth, an 
the hfe.' 

The turn thus given to the conversation was farther 
improved by the widow, Helen, and James, until Richard 
half forgot the sorrows of the road by whieh they were 
travelling in the brightness of the prospect before thorn. 
It was nothin;^ new to hear hta grandmother discourse of 
eternal realities until they seemed visible to herself and 
those around ; but Helen astonished him by the quiet 
fervor of her spirit, and the earnestness with which she 
pressed on him the consideration of those things which 
she had formerly recommended indeed by her daily walk, 
but never spoken nfiuch about, 

' You see, Richard,^ she remarked, ' how little we 
really believe what God tells us ; or if we do bellove it, 
how lillle we desire what he says is best for us \ even 
though the dearest of his people bear witness that they 
have found it so. God says^ " It is j;ood for a man that 
be bear the yoke In his youth ;" and Viav\i Ses^Vwit^'"''"^ 
i&^ooff fur me that J have been aftVLcled y^"" art^V^xivs^'^'^.^ 
'*lrwe »um^r with him, we shall a\ao x^v^ ^^"^^^"^^ 
and the ungei savs of those who ^^ Wtot^ ^*> '^ ' 
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^ith wliitc robes, and palms of triumph," These are they 
that cmne out of great tribulation." Aotl yet, with all 
ihia befort" us, bow little M'e like tliat either uurselvcs or 
ihosti bijioaging to us should bt^iar tht; 3*^okt!, or see 
atH^ictiou !' 

' i cannot deny that, Helen ; if we liked it, it would 
not be afflictlun; but thore are troubles everywhere, and 
why not meet theiii where we have the comfort of dear 
friends to f^el with us, a^jtl to encourage us V Must you 
come into such a dread&l place as this to look for misery V 

' We did not come here to seek mbery/ said the 
widow with a sigh, *and dear Richard knows that; liut 
we have found it hete, at least what you cousider miaeryj 
and with such ivords to cheer us as our Helen has just 
quoted, surely we iiiay bless the Lurd for the portioa 
sees good to provide us %vilk.' 

' VVe were loo happy at 1^— j' observed James, 



1 



' 1 donH know what you mean by being too happy,' 
said Mary ' Your health was none of the b^sl ; we 
worked hard, and met with troubles enough. Tobesurej 
we had fresh air and sunbhinej aud green grass to wa 
OQj fend flowers to look at, aud decent people about u& 
end we could really walkabout without being run agains^ 
by drunken mei:, or hearing people curse and swear at 
every turn. No doubt, it is much better lor us to be 
where wc have none of these indulgences to spoil us ; 
and where! can be heaUn and kicked ubout^ and get 
redress ; and where Helen may be set out in public fi 
a drunkard and everything that is bad*' 

* Mary ! Mary !' cried the widow sorrowfully, ' to hear 
you talk in sueh a way id for worse trial than all the rest,' 

Ricbard was shocked : the ei^pression of his sister's 
face had already struek him as being much altered for the 
worse ; but the bitter acorn, thf? sarcastic levity that 
swelled in every feature while she uttered these reuiarks, 
bespoke a greater change than he was prejiared for. T 
sorrow f too J depicted on the couT\lfin3Jftc-fe'iCiS\^p;Te9^ 
untniagled with si^rprisc at v^Vial s^etixti -^ sXt^" 
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i Jiim ,' and he felt that he must atlflc his own rcgibis lo 
^ avoifl giving encouragement to what siouiuUid too V.kv 

the language of reprouch agftinst their best friend. 
^ * Dearest granriy,' he said, 'you innsL forgive Mary 

► and me too, considering what we cannot Itclp ftrelin;^ when 
it was for us that you gave up every comfort, aud ifi\ your 

' hoiue. We all know you *?ould have stayed, and hav(* 

\ been better oti' thiin before, only for us. If you would 

have thrown us on the parisiijyou inight h.ive stockod a 

^ nice liUle shop with the money you had, ami got rich by 

► it; hut you would not ; you thought by giving up every- 
thing that would have cheered your old a^e at home, and 

' coming yourself among strangers, and beginning, I irmy 
\ say, the work! anew, when you should havt been setllmg 
in a comfortable nest to end it in, you would have u? aW 
!■ independent and prosperous. You conld no mote fore- 
, see %vhat would happen here, than you could foresee tlie 
' loss of our iease ; God has ordered it as he saw best ; but 
I don't blame us if we grieve at what you sufier for u^ ;' 
k and while he kisj^ed ih^ tear from her aged cheek, he 
* added, ' better days may cojno yef ; for I'll turn ihe 
world upside down, but something shidl be done to bring 
I them round.' 

* You are more likely to turn your own head in the 
j attempt,' said Mary, ' even If you use the beat sj>ade you 
i have.' 

I Her brother looked sternly at her, and she returned the 
f look with one of sulky defiance : his oblique reproof had 
failed to reach her heart, and only wounded her pride, 
\ She had lately indulged in a habit of indirectly reprnsinh- 
ing her grandmother for bringing them there, and Helen 
for having so long lived upon Avhat, she hiuted^ would, 
if laid by^ have suMeed to provide another home for 
them in L. Richard hud completely silenced heron the ^^ 
former point, and she longed to take a do\itt\ei^NeT!L'^a^i^^B 
leu. ^ 

'or, Aks! ihiip. Mary had gratiuaWy -^VX^ti. ^^ '^ 
jptiog iiiflueace around her, so fet as tc> ^<\&"^ ^ 
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pleadinje;!! of a b?Uer voice wlthian and lo give Uie.miii 
TO ati angry temper which when let loose would spait 
noue withia its raugt-. She had becoiiie a lyriOit ^ ajK 
as lyranls are .generaJly cuwards, ihe most lifl|»k'ss wa: 
sure lo feel its wof-st etleets. Sh&Joved Utciiurfi; «ik 
she might have learutd to regard him m>w wiihsojBe- 
what ol salutary fear, but the ithojtness of his slay jirt' 
.vented such a feeling, while the dtflight ol' vindit:aiii;t 
her conscious power to distrL-£G olkers uven m his prt* 
aence, deadened the sense not only of iilll-uLion but of 
common hiimanity towards hiiu, who must necessarily 
be made most unhappy by the discovery. So it is, thai 
Due evil passion allowed to preraiJ cau overcome eveiy- 
thing good in the character, atid spreadj like a dcvouiing 
fire, destruction nil around it, 

James wa,s the only person who possessed any real in- 
fluence over her, and he, by remmding her how very 
soon she must see him coiSned, sometifnes pievailed to 
calni a rising storm. He now asked her for drink, aii'> 
while she held it to his lips, whispered, ' Mary, I sbaJl 
never sou dear Richard again ; for my ^ake let all W 
quiet and happy while he stays.' 

' Who wants to hinder it r 'ihe muttPted : while Vr 
countenance lost some of its bad expression. 

Soou Eifter, Willy canie in ; Richard had asked m&njT 
tttiies when he would arrive ; for he was ttie p*jt of In* 
eldest brother, eveu more than of any one I'Uc ; ttui 
ardently did the youtli desire once more to behold* the 
little one,' as he was called. Willy entered ahruptJTi, 
and stood for a moment surprised lo see a Ftrangcr srat«! 
at their poor table; bat bis brother fiew to him, anil IriVi 
inghim in his arms, exclaimed, ^ My own WiUy ! tojj 
little darling ! how 1 have longed, and jonged Lolook 
your tace again !^ 

I'he littlf boj-j for he waa DOt even nearly so 
grown as Mary or James, stared at him in perpli"^ 
not that he did not knoAV him, but his head was coi 
aad he could out undt^t^tauOi how Richard came 
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On a sudden the latter turned pale, and set hjin down, 
but still LoUlinw hitn by the hand he resumed his *eatj 
and placed Willy on liis knee. At that inomoat he met 
a look of anxious observation from Helt-n, who, on catch- 
ing his eje, hastily averted licr own, but the gluncej 
short as it wovs, betrayed tixi much — ittf>ld him her fcara 
that he had dL'tecLtid in ihii breath of that child the nox- 
ious fumes of ardent spiiits ! 

Poor Richard'ji misery seemed now complete, Of 
thosG whnni he so fondly loved one waa on the very 
brink of the grave, another evidently be^inuiiig ti> sink, 
and the remaiping two straying in childhood from the 
paths of peace. His grandmother became almost an 
object of reseutment, because, knawiug as she must the 
state of thoso committed" to her, she lt>oke<l so cul/n, so 
resigned, almost happy. Little could Richard understaud" 
of her real feelings : she had strugj^led until at one time 
the apathy of despair came orer that active spirit, and 
then it woidd Indeed have ivrung his heart to have seen 
her ghastly looks ; and to have heard the tones of her 
altered voice ; but out of this wretched frame she had 
been delivered by the in^itrumentallty of Helen and James, 
and now the language of her soul was onco more — ^* It is 
the Lord; let him do as scemcth him good." Yet at 
times the conflict within was dreadful, and self-reproach 
■aJmosi overcame her confidence in God, who seemed to 
be giving her thus to eat of the fruit of her own way ; 
while what had In reality been only an error in judgment, 
in yieldiag to a most artfully-concerted plan of deceit, as- 
fcumed the aspect of wilful, presumptuous sin. 

The evening wore away ; the beloved Bible was once 
more opened, and again their voices rose together in pray- 
er and praise ; but though the words of their hymn were 
joyful, the tones breathed forth were sad and tremulous 
from emotion, for oven Mary was overcome ti-^vWiw- 
colleriion of past happy hours: an *s\\i?, sVo".^4\ \t'avv\wi, Oi'^i 
^er brothir^:i sbouhJcr^ ihii better fccVwisji oS^ Ve\ w^Xv^i 
ip^wmet/ thch swsxy-y mid the events iWl \m»^ *jCv,\xv 
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sincu Iheir last parting seemed an uneasy dream that sb^H 
longcfl to forget. ^^M 

With a. heavy heart Richard bestowed and receivo^H 
the reluctant 'Good night/ and saun found himself jseai^H 
ed in the little close room llmt SoutK culled his parl<]^H 
■where a bed had been made up for him, while a pot c^^ 
porter, some bread and chfese, with two plait's and two 
tobitci:o pipes, br."si>i)ke the design of Wm ho^tto have scmie 
converstition with him before he retired lo rest. 

Apologies having been made for poor accommodation, 
and warm thanks returned for the Idndneas shown, ihey 
soon entered upon the topie of the morning's meeting. 
Riehnrd never smoked, and South, in compliment lo him, 
refraintd. 

^ \V ell, now, Mr* Green, it was strange enough that 
yoLi should chance to place yourself in the court just 
beside one who could explain so much of what M^aa 
going on. I saw you were a Etrangerj but never suspect- 
ed you to be of that family, till you got so warm about 
your sister. Then, to be snre, I buw the likeness, and 
began to fancy you must be the brother they were always 
talking iibout.' 

' Indeed, Mr. South, I should have been sore puzzled 
by somo of the things I heard, only for yon.' 

' And what, may I ask, do you think of the business V 

' 1 think thej have perverted judgment and wronged the 
fatherleiss, and robbed the poor, and oppressed the stran- 
ger ;* replied Richard, making a strong efiort to restrain 
his feelings, 

' Ay, they hare indeed. Did you hear what passed 
after vou ran out.^ ^H 

' It's just like them, bearing it without a complaint : but 

nothing could equal the villany practised* You heard 

the strong evidence of the little Irish girl, and still 

cJearer proof by Helen ■, aUo the vile attempt lo brow- 

be^t them both, which aucceedei bo T\^\^a.\.'*t Wckv^V 

the case was established ; Kovjevet Vtvc QVVfe^ Nix^vt^^j^ 
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a swarm of raacally slaves to swear away the characters 
of your two giHs, and to dieclai'e that no undue seventy 
had been used to Mary. ThtSj whh tht; absence of two 
or three who had promised to give evidence for her, but 
who were kept away by easy methods, turned the balance; 
and the case was di&inisst*d, with some remarkt^ oq the 
bad spirit of those who could get it up. I was glad yoi 
left; for your feehngs would have been greatly wounded 
especially with regard to that good girl Heleu^ who waa 
grossly misrepresented. However, I hope you are come 
to rescue some at least of them from the mills ?' 
Richard shook his head. 

* Kever mind, you may do so by-aad-by ; and let me 
tell you, the very lowest employment you could liud for 
them in the country would be better, evea m point of res* 
pectahililyj than the best they can get here.' 

* How came they — how came -Helen to provoke & 
much ill-will .'" asked Richard 

' Through the envious apite of a girl whom 1 could say 
a good deal of, only that she's your cousin. Phoebfi 
Wrio;ht hated her for being so different from herself, and 
began thi^ persecution. She is lately gone off with ft 
regiment of soldiers, and a happy riddance we have of 
her!' 

' But that proves her to he herself a very bad person, 
and it ou^ht at least to do away with tlie effect her ill- 
word might have before she was found out* 

South looked at him compassionately- * You know 
little of the wickedness of such places if you think a bad 
person has not more partisans here than a good one. If 
the worst they ever said of Helen had been true, she 
would have suffered no ill-will, much less persecution for 
it : but because her whole conduct gives the lie to her 
slandererSj and moreover sets them an example just the 
contrary to what they like to follow, she \a \\\jLVk\s.iu ?lM™^x 
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for a hypocrite and false pretender.'* ^k 

'She is Jao^^ said Richard, sterniy. ^M 

I ' iVell, I know thai ; and so do iVey,'* ^^H 
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Here there was a pause. South presently Tesmned. 

' U is && utigraf^ious purt to act , but you see 1 have 
taken an interest in your family evei wince tht^y came 
here ; and as you may do somethiug towards mendii^ 
the condition of oaej at least, I can't help telling yoa 
thiags unpleaflanl to hear. That little one — VVilly-^is 
in bad haads, for all what Mrs. Green lliinks, mid I wish 
youM see to him.' He then proceeded to tell hira tliat 
ParkinSj to whose care the boy was confided, took no 
concern in him ; and that he feared he was not doing 
well. 

Richard frankly told him he had reason to fear so too ; 
and mentioned the discovery that he had made^ addingj 
' only that 1 can't persuade myself it is possible.' 

' It is not only too possible, but a common thia^ amon(r 
the poor children. Consider what a faint^ exhausted 
state they must be in when coining out of those hot 
crowded rooms, where they have been confined so many 
hours, working away at the most fatiguing labor, that 
strains every muscle of the body without givincr whote- 
ftome exercise to any : their stomachs qualmish will 
hunger^ or with unwholesonie food, made so by the filthi 
dust and woolly particles, that they cannot help sucl 
down with every breath : theix minds made sickly by c< 
versation as dirty as the place they inhabit ; longLng fc 
refreshment, but too tired and lazy to seek it in the pli 
natural to theiryears. 1 say, Green, consider all this, 
then faucy the effect of a dram^ warming, and rightii 
as it were, their uncomfortable stomachs, putting nei 
life, not a real life, I grant you^ into their whoJe bodi< 
and raising up their spirits into a frolicksome mood thi 
they love to teel them in. Can you wonder that tlie hal 
penny is hoarded, begged, ay, stolen, to get the smaller 
Bup of such a luxury P 

Richard's blood mounted at the word * atolen^^ but 
said flothiijg, and South proccede.d. 
^J am speaking of the preseul \ATftfe, w\vA& ""Sa^ 
yamjiier ; but now suppose 'wTaal it "w ^A> cfiTi^i oviV v 
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state I have described, and moreover melted with heat, 
as you wUl iee they ate if you look into one of the miUs, 
ijito the cliiiliDg frost of a wiater oveuing, without a rag 
of addilional clothing, and probably kaowing tliexe is but 
a snaall share of a very poor fircj if any, for them at home ; 
and little enough of bedding to cover their shivering limbs. 
Don't you see^ the gin-shop is a t^icnptatiOQ hardly to be 
resisted even by the careful father of a fuiiiily^ much less 
by the poor silly child that never troubles iCa head for a 
moment about consequences ?' 

' Nothing but the grace of God can ^t^st^a;n a body ia 
such a case,' observed Richard; *and that grace ia as 
free to my poor little Willy as to the wisest of men, if he 
would but seek it,' 

This remark was out of Sffuth'a line. He cut a piece 
of cheese, and then resumedj *■ Your speaking reminds 
me of what I was first saying. The person your grand- 
mother trusts Willy to in a man reckoned very religious ; 
so she thinks all must needs he right. 1 don^t under- 
stand exactly what his notions are^ but he seems to say 
that if a man is not kept from doing wrong by a miracle^ 
cothing else vrjll keep him from it. However, I advise 
you to see Parkins, and find what sort of a look-out he 
keeps over yoiu" little brother.' 

Richard witlingly promised to do this ; and South vol- 
unteered some farther information. 

' 1 must say the conduct of your aunt Wright's family 
has been very unnatural ; but how can you expect peo- 
ple to feci for their mure distant relations who care noth- 
ing for their vety nearest flesh and blood ? I dare say 
you heard of Sarah ?' 

' Yes \ they wrote me that she was much all!lle*"ed, 
said that God seemed to be opening her heart to receive 
the gospel ; but lately they have not mentioned her.' 

* Ko ; His a wonder she stdl lives, ii &M.c.Vt ^ -ftViVe cm\ 
be calJed living. Poor thing! \vev ovlV^ ^oT&^oT't v? a& 
bearing aboat religion from Ile^en ^ni t^t Tc;aV. \ ^"o^ 
may be sure such things couU xioV >^ -p'^t^^'a^^- 
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place whcTc Miss Phcebe niled, so they made the vd^H 
falsehoods they themst'Ives invented of your giris ao €4^H 

Eptuse for not keeping up the aL'quaJnluDcc ; and to ^ati^H 
a wicked endous spite, they deprived the poor dvifl^f 
crtsature of the only tiling that could lighten her euj^^H 
lugs. I am not a religious man n^yself, but I can r^H 
jspect it in others ; and 1 should be sorry not to look loi^| 
ward to the consolations of religion on my death-bed. I^| 
these places the poor live like beasts of burden, and fl^| 
they must be content to die.' 

Richard was inclined to ask hiin what death-bed con- 
solations a man could expect from religion who took no 
thought about it during his years of life , but South gavt^^ 
him no time to $pea.k. He entered upon the charuct^^f 
of Charles Wright, describing him aa the most eulpabl^^ 
of all, because he had it in hia power fully to contradict 
the gross untruths of his sister, and to check others 
younger than himself; * but here,' he continued, ^Is the 
great evil : they gtow up in the mills from childhood 
manhood-^thai is, the very few among them who 1 
to be men and womp.n — and all the change of charact 
they undergo is from bad to worse ; from being leain 
of wickedness to being teachers of it. In other silua 
Itons you may say of a foolish child, " He will know 
better wheu he"'s older,'* for children, as ihey grow n 
look about them and see that good conduct brin^ ere 
and profit, while the contrary leads to disgrace and ruin; 
■whereas, in these mills, the child sees nothing of th« 
sort ] those about him are all of one class^ and they may 
lie, they may steal, they may drink, they may make them- 
selves no better than the beasts of the earth, so long as 
they work out their hours of labor, keeping time wi ' 
the machinery, and don't opealy wrong their employ 
Indeed, where there is. so much wickedness it^s more 
their comfort to be like the rest : any one trying 
withstand bad example, and to aeX a ^qisA t^t\e^ Uk.^ vi 

rmnr girl Helen, must expect t\va\.\l a\^ft ^qtCv ^wmr 
cken her mind they^l Uac-Veu \^t usHvt 
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a rooktry of crows can't bear a white dove aoiong 

ihem.' 

' But surely, Mr. South,* said Richard, who bi^gan to 
feel irritated, * surely there must be some pt'ople out of 
the thousands you are tallting about, not deserving the 
horrid character you give them. You wouldn't wish me 
to think all my tellow-creatures devils r' 

* Not I. it's only the mill-people I speak of; and if 
you think me uncharitable, just nsk. yourself what you 
would moat likely now be if you had been taken out of 
your bed every day at early morn, aod shut up in a close, 
hot, dirty, unwholosonae building, where yoa*d never 
hare heard b syllable of good advice, hut cursing and 
swearing, and filthy talk from mornlDg till night ; thea 
to go liome, so tired you had no thought for anything 
but lo slt^ep as ^t as could be, and up again for the 
same purpose. This to go on from Monday rnoniing to 
Saturday night, and Sunday the only play-day you had 
— the oaly day when you might, by laking a stroll, 
satisfy yourself that the world Is not made entirely of 
brick and stone — the only — ' 

' Ohj say no more !' exclaimed Richard, burying his 
face in his hands. This appeal had reached bis hearty 
and ti>o weli convinced him what he dreaded tQ believe. 
The conviction flashed upon liim of how much the 
«cene!i in which he had lived and acted had contributed 
to form his character. Take away the sunny landscape, 
the broad fields, carpeted with smihng flowers, the 
shady banks, the towering trees, the high open canopy 
of heaven, and the sea-^the glorious sea, which with 
thundering lullaby had hushed him to rest, and whose 
innjesiic roar had blended with the Hky4ark'H morning 
salutation^ — take these away, and Richard could only re- 
gard the world as a dreary, joyless spot, compared with 
what he had found it. He alao feVlViow \Tfeti\'t'?>j \stf>xit 
c&iCaciou:9 to his soul had be^n tVie pVoxia '^\*^t:^V^%.^'*^'^^' 
fulljr iastilhdy because of their ptac^\ca\ ftTLV.wvv^\^^'f^ 
•ia the daily w&tk of his teac^iers % wid V\lV ^^^.'^^^^M 
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Mpeakable his though!* reverted to Willy and 
being actually, perhaps irrecoverably entangled 
Jfiare so vividly depicted. South observed the conilict 
that flushed the youth's forehead, and oppressed hie 
breathingj and sought a little to qualify what he had said. 
^ Mind, 1 don't deny that a weli-instructed, virtuous 
child may even stand against all this, with the help of 
such a watchful friend at home as ynur young ones 
have ; hut I wanted to prove to you that the Tvicked- 
,tiess of the factories is not to be charged on the poor 
boFfcii, so much as on the vile system that make slaves, 
not servants, ol*them. Certainly things have been worse ; 
but with every itnprovement they are still what I repre- 
sent, as the scene I saw this morniD^ may prove to you. 
There the inspector did all that the law allows ^ 
searched out for cases of injustice, brought them to 
feir a trial as he could obtain, and as it was imposstbl 
he should stop to superintend it, be placed the matt 
in moat respectable, honorable hande, and gave eve] 
help in his power ; yet you see the result ; and 1 net 
not remind yoti how they baffled him, by intimidating 
one set of witnessevs, brow-beating another, inQuencing 
a third, slandering a fourth, perpleyJnsj the silly childn 
tjuibbling about words, shifting the responsibility frol 
party to party, as in the case of the surgeons' and magt 
trates' certificates, and finally making sure of a partij 
decision by putting a near relation on the bench. Sel 
interest, Green, is a strong feehng in man ; and tl 
kws are to be blamed that leave the mill-owners 
liberty to go such lengths where it leads them. Mai 
an hoDorable, kind-hearted naan is drawn aw^ay insensibly 
to do, for hia own intPTcst, what he would never thinj 
of doing if the fact of its being allowed by the laws, ai 
being done hy his neighbors, did not make him look on 
as a sort of thing of course — a necessary evil — an act 
injustice done by so many tW\ \vvs ^ft%BL\a\&'Tj ftom 
ivou!d only ruin himself, AvitVkOuV \akTO'^a.'Q^^\!w%N?<2rt^ 
entioniitg &om the araounl di ^xibWt V-axm? ^^ 
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' Now that's the way I like to put it^ Mr. South, Vaid 
Richard, ' I can't bear to throw the blame so heavily on 
my fellow-creatiuroa ; and 1 would rather it rested on the 
laws that are so hud.' 

* Yea, but the laws don't make themselrea, you know ; 
and we send up members to Parliament ou purpose to 
liiake good laws for us, or to alter what are bad, Thia 
carries the blame beyond the mill-owners. Tliey have, 
altogether, submitted very well to some alterations that 
bore hard upon them ; and we can''t expect ibem to 
throw away what they have always btfen in the-iahit of 
getting, unless obli^fcd by law to do so. I'll tell you 
what, Green/ he added, with a vehemence that surprised 
his hearer, ' there are those among us that went such 
lengths aa we ought not, to frighten the government into 
giving us a Reform Bill, because those that were to get 
into ParliaTnent by it promised the redress of our heavy 
j^icvances ; and we got it; and these men took their 
places in the House accordingly: but now j mind mej 
younw one, while I say — ay, and I'll swear it on all the 
books that ever were printed — there never was a body 
of men brought together that thought so little of their 
pledges, or cared so little for the poor, or trifled so 
with the liberties that they had always in their mouths, 
as this reformed House of Commons. A boroughnion- 
gerint^ ParUamcnt passed oki Sir Robert Peel's bill, 
which IS the only real boon ever bestowed on the poor 
factory laborers ; and a reformed Parliament, a reforming 
government, undid all the best clauses In that hiU.' 

*T know no more of politics than a babe unborn,' said 
Richard. 

* Very likely ; but the time is coming, when every 
man, woman and child, must know something of politics 
They have given us cheap knowledge, because it is as 
cheap to them as to us ; and because tKe\ ^ViCiM^V*"^ '^^ 
sa« a yutle fn.t-thc^r we should Vif: move; vj\\V\ri'^Vo\«SLVPMt't 

shaaidfif to their wheel, und Vie\\> \\\(*\x\ ti,>TN^'^cv^\^^^"^ 
ine looking beyond the point tbey wiBtvVfc^ii ouX^ ^'"^ ^^ 
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show tliem yet that we are not to be bamboozled wit 
fine names, when we w&nt the thirigs themselves Ihi 
those n^raes sigDify.' 

Richard was perpk'xod. A dct^ree of excitement ha 
taken pkcG of Youth's quiet manner, generally duU tia 
hca\'y, l>ut always dissatisfied. Hescemt^d lo have throw 
aside his re^tTve, and exhibited the restless impatience ( 
a man who has something to divulge that he ist not quU 
sure he may speak. He looked uarnestiy at the youtl 
and asked, ' How long do you stay here ?' 

^ Only four days.' 

South shook his head j ' 1 fear you'll carry back ahcav 
heart in your boyom.' 

^ So I must; i sbull never be happy again, a.s I wj 
before. May the Lord give me grace to east niyburde 
on him, for I know he can si^stain it !' 

* Vo^i are a ^ood young' man ; hut it's all owing to t\ 
way and the place you were brought up in.' 

* 1 am not good, Mr. South. God knows how evil at 
rebellious a creature 1 am ; and if I have been kept froi 
some of the open sins that others run into, it is owing 
his blessing 0!i the good tofichinj^ 1 have had. Do yt 
suppose theri3 is no wickeilncss in the country, or tbi 
some who are earefully reared don't turn out badly 
last ? We must f^ive the ^^ory to Cod, and not to ma 

' Well, I tlonH doubt your being right,' said South, w 
hud resumed his cautiovia manner, ' but ou your oi 
principle you are bound to look alVr that little brother 
yours, who is likely to lose what he has got.' 

Richard assured him that sueh was his iatention ; a 
resolving to iiivestiirate the matter on the followinii da: 
he went to his bed, weary and dejected, to ponder ov 
ihc occurrences of the day. The sounds that reached him 
were far, ohj how far, unlike those to whtch his ear was 
accustomed ; caniages rattling over the stones, the song 
of the Jfuntard as he reeled ii\ofti^,aTiA\W, shout of the 
brawler as he provoked a fray, c.Wtc\\\jt\\% Ot\\vvC\\\w,^« 
'•'>iHV ^^^ drowsy watchmen ^jiodvvvnvm^T^ \\.^ \^ca«i 
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other unwonted aotes kept him starting from the dreamy 
mood thai after a while stole over his senses, until they 
too seem*id to be lost in the confused murmur of distant 
billows ; and gradually the scones of his childhood reap- 
peared in visionary heauty, with the forms he so fondly- 
loved engaged in their accustomed rural occupations^ 
Helen and Mary carried their rndk-pad along tht t-liU"; 
but the sky darkened, the sea rolled in liquid mouutaina, 
and threatened to swallow up thw coast. Richard miist 
fly to saateh them from daugpr ; and then followed all the 
wildly confused inriagery of a feverish dream j iVonj which 
he was awakened by the riagittg of a hell^ and jumjied up 
to see the rain running down the panes of his window. A 
great stir was audible, and Richard concluded the factory 
laborers were summoned by that belh He was dressed 
in a moment, and all his accustomed morning devotions 
being condensed, as it were, in one passionate ejaculation 
for mercy and help, he itished into tbe wet, miaty, miser- 
able street, in quest of tliose whom he had just been iook- 
ing on tiirough the medium of an exciting dreaitu 
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Richard happejied to take the right path, and in tumtig 
the corner ot' a street he suddenly met Helen with Mary 
hastening on. The contrast between those dark, miry, 
sinoky, and now doubly coiiifortiess thoroughfares and the 
bright clifls of L did not to his mind appear so strik- 
ing or so sad as that between the figures before him and 
the images so long enehritied in his heart. I'hey were 
scantily clad, and though the air of neatness that hatl ever 
distinguishthd them was sLill discernible, particultirly in 
Helen, poverty had ael a mark on them that could uot be 
mistaken. The paleness of their cheeks and general 
emaciation were more visible than on the preceding day • 
perhaps still farther fifr^avated by the visions that had 
haunted RichaRrs pillow, where they came in the fiill 
freshness of their most prosperous days. He had lime 
observe their wan, dejected k>oks, before the discovi 
of his approach brightened them into animatiou ; and wit 
a heart too full to speak^ he drew a hand of each through 
his ariHj and turned back with them. Looking down, he 
was compelled to see how badly their feet were defended 
from the liquid mire of those filthy streets ; and he felt 
as if the respectability of his oven substantial clothing was 
a reproach to thorn. 

'Well, Richard,' said Mary,' 'this ia not quite 
pleasant as the road to old Buc\de?i4 ci^^'-Vovisft.' 
' The breather would make any wBJkTa.S>^^T MTiL^e^' 
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just now^' remarked Helen ; ' but the path of duty has a 
sutkshine of its own that the clouds Ciinnot liai'ken.' 

* Sq you say j yon always try to make out thai hlack 
IS white, and will think it agroat virtUG to cheat R)th:ird 
inta the notion that we are living in great plenty aud 
comfort. Look here,^ adfled the perverse girl, i^tiioving 
the end of her shawl from a tin jug, ^ that's all wc have 
to CMit^ after working for hours ia the mill, said Willi this 
Xvet cold walk to help our appolit^a.' 

* Mary/ txclaimed Helen with a warmth quite un- 
usual to her, ' how can you be so cruel to distress your 
Drothrr in that way, to no purpose P 

' What's the. use of deceiving him, I should hke to 
know ?* 

^ None at all,^ said Richard, ^ but Helen always thinks 
more of others than herself 

Mary began-^ * If others had not thought' hut at that 

nmoniont Katy ran up breathle^ss, and by her eager excla- 
mationa of pleasure oq seeing Riphard, and overtaking 
her companions, interrupted a ^{jeech that wouM have 
sadly woutkUhI onR whom Mary was too much ia th& 
habit of obliquely rpproQching, and exasperated her 
brother not a littie. 

They now approached the mill; the crowd of conrsp 
thickening by the arrival of laborers from every quarter. 
Kichard was an object of i^reat attention, and the color 
' mounted to his cheeks as he met so many eyes fixed on 
him in the broad stare of unabashed freedom, or the leer 
j of low cunning and vulgar ridicule, directed more against 
j the prh than niniself 
I * Is that the lawyer wot you got to fi^'ht your battles 
yesterday ?' asked a conceited-looking, dirty young fel- ^ 
low, in a tone of extreme familiarity. H 

' No,' replied Mary* proudly, and quite audible enough ™ 
to be heard on all sidos, *this is my bttitKe.^ ? 

* JndeeJ ? a tiiie chap — 1 spoBC \\e^s'5^ AV&\iTO'0t\<« Vc^^ 
T&tuttied the other, grinning at H.W\va.T*i \^ ^ ^^"^ '^^'^^ 
^Btftcd him to inflict chastisemeT^l ow ot^e- "^^'^ ^*^ 
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a suitable object for his undefiaed feeling of struggling re* 
aentmenl, But the clock struck, and in a moment he 
foiuid liimselfj after a great dteal d1" joatlmg, noaily ?ilone 
al the ectrarice of ihe4>uildmg. 

There was something irj this short scene that awaken- 
ed a pang more bitter thaii he had yet known. Richard 
possessed a great shiire of that bonestj manly self-respect 
which characterizes ihe Englishman in humblo life, 
wherever his natural spirit i& not ^ound down by the 
perpt^ual friction of oppression from above, acd con- 
taminating inllunnces around htm, U is a fine trait, when 
eomhiited with modest respect for superiors, and frank 
goodwill towards equals j and it embraces^ in the bosom 
of its possessor, not only himself but those who by bitth, 
or other domestic Ilea, are identified with him. That 
any female belonging to his household should become 
mixed up in such a mass of human degradation as he had 
just seen assembled^ that the two most especially claim- 
ing hisjealflus care shouUl be daily exposed to the familiar 
impc! tinence and inaulting jeers of such beings as the 
person who had just annoyed him., wounded alike h^^H 
affection, his dehc^^oy, and his independence. ' I wi^f 
reconciled,' thought the youth, a^ he slowly left the spotj 
*■ i w£is reconciled to this partiag ChiiHly because I was 
aftaid they might be forced to mix with the lowest poor 
at home ; and well I am punished for my pride ! ThtTC^s 
not a man, or a boy, on all our coast would speak in that 
manner to IJjem, if they were working by the road-side. 
Nell, indeed \ 1 wonder if she can — no, I'm certain sure 
she cauoot like or encourage It. And then Mary j she's 
getting as brazen and unfeeling as can be. Oh, what has 
my grandmother done in bringing them here V 

livery step that he took increased hia disgust : early 

as it was, ihe doors of gin-shops were already swinging 

on their hinges, and many a ghastly, repulsive-looking 

being issued forth, having pEeleTteA\iAfe*lnQ^a\t\^^dratu to 

a loaf of bread. Among thtm -wetc ararKks -?,o ^QXi^^^^-iV^iLN. 

^e shuddered wheik recaUltv^ ^v\v^'^ SQ\l^fe.^^3iSL ^\^ ~- 



:>^^^|| 



IIORE UlSERIES. 



22D 



reference to Willy. Toy arda home lie eLroUed, rathci 
than vralked, reganUess of the way he look, lost in pain- 
ful thought ; and when arrivt-d he found the widow absent, 
and no une th^re but Jamt%^, who fay in a deep hctivy 
Bkirnber^ his Bible above bis in^aJ i>n the pillow, and his 
arm ihrowti around it, Richard soltly seated himseli' an 
the bed's edge, aiid as be hung ovt:r the fileti|wng boy, 
and gazed on the countenance so beautiful in lis deatL- 
like expressioUj Uie tide of accumulated sorrowis broke 
forth in tears, whi{:h tell fast and unrestrained over his 
unconscious brother- 

Whcn James awoke, and stretched out bis arm, with- 
out opening his eyesj Richard gently touched ihe burn- 
ing hand. ' Dear granny,' murmured the boyj *d]d you 
get anything for it ? would thtry take it V I hope' — and 
uuclosing his lids, he stopped short on seeing Richard, 
to whom his words liad conveyed a now and grievous 
sensation, but which he thought it best to conceal 
* What were you saying, darling Jem? you epokti ^ 
low^ — were you asking for granny? I think she is out,* 

The boy seemed relieveJ, hoping that his words had 
not been understood j then inquired how his brother had 
elept, 

* As well as 1 expected : Mr, South is very kind,' 
' Yes ; God gi^-^ea us what we want, when wg want it. 

A good lodging for you was a comfort to us all. But^ 
Kichard, don't hang over me so ; my breath is not good 
for you, particularly fasting,' 

Richard bent his head still lower, and with a fresh 
guah of tears^ said, * I take it more willinglyj Jem, because 
there ia death in it. What have 1 to live for ?' 

* A great deal^ I hope. The Lord is trying us all in a 
fumace of alfUction ; you will be made fitter to serve 
him for some time on earthy and I hope I am going vevy 
,80on to serve him in heaven.' 

* And why may not I wish to go aoox^'asvj^^'M.^ci^'*^ 
Because 1 cannot ifcover^ ami ra^ xcYnovvi. v?^ w**^ 

fen off the hands of pooT ei^ftw^ \ ^^"^ "3^^*^ "' 
20 
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healtliy and strong, and may be a help and support to her 
»J and the rest. Thf^y all want you, particularly Willy ^ for 
he minds nobody now, and you may do him good.' 

' 1 am going to-day lo see about him at the mill, and 
inquire of this Mr. Parkins,' 

* Do ; Mr. Parkins is a good man, but I don't think he 
looks after Willy. He seems to say that whoa God 
pleases to bestow the gift of reppntaoce aiidlail.hj all will 
go right ; but till then all must take its own way, and we 
have nothing to do but to wtiit*' 

' And to work and to watch,' added Richard. 

' Sn I think : bnt you had bottei' spe.ak to him yourse 
Granny does not seem to sf;e what Helon and I cana 
help noticing J indeed, she wasi not by when Mr* Par- 
kins had a long talk with «s about Malony ; but since 
we saw poor Jitlle Willy so chan;jt;d for the worse, we 
could not help beio^ reminded of his opinions.* 

' Mary is changed for the worse too.' 

* Ah, Richard ! if it was not tor Helen I should sai 
that the milla are made of pitch — that nobody could toui 
them and not he defiled; but you narer saw such ft 
creature as Helen, She seems to me,' added the boy, 
raising himself from the pillow, and speaking with eaerg 
' she seems to me to be sent just to show us t 
there is no situation where the grace of God is not s 
cient for his children, if they do but seek it always. M 
won't seek it, I fear, nor Willy, and so they are getti 
into many bad ways. As for that poor little thing Ka 
she has a nnlural contenteilness about her ; a quiet^ than 
ful, obedient child ; and so attentive to what is good, 
that I do hope she is profitin*T by it. But you never saw 
such trials as Helen has had to go through. Not only 
the spite against her, bred by that cruel Phtebej and kept 
up for a long time, thou^^h it 'm not nearly so bad now, 
but sufi'epings in her health that she never confessed 

anybody but me, SWeUm^a m Wy wa^\es^^ains in tb 

chestf giddiness in the head^aniV^U c^l Vq-k ^V^t W'* "^ 

* used ^t iirat to thiak wa.-* VVie Vi^me^ol ti^A^^' 
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from her, and tliat thought made it worstJ : but in the 
imilst of one of the^e sad sf^asons she heard a beautiful 
sermoD on the text, " My heart and my tlesh faiU-th : 
but God h the strength of my heart, and my portion for 
ever" The preacher showed how the failing of bodily 
health would cause the inind to droop and be dark ^ and 
hoWj though the sunshine of gladness might be withdrawn, 
the bright soft moonlight of quiet faiLhj and sure trust in 
Him who cuonot deny hiraaelf, would lead the traveller 
on ia the safe right path^ till the sun rose agntn, either 
through the return of health and cheerfalness, or in the 
bright morning of the resurrectioii. Helen told me all ; 
and laughed and cried, and said, ** How could 1 ever 
doubt!" and since that, if 1 notice that she loolcs ill or 
dejected, she smlies and aaySj *' It is moonlight still ,'^ And 
truly she has been like the moonlight to us through many 
a dark night.* 

The poor boy sunk back exhausted by the earnestness 
with which he had spoken ; and Richard, in a low voice, 
asked, ' Is Maiy as kind to Helen as she ought to be ?* 

* Far from il,' replied James sorrowfully. ' Poor 
Mary seems to be drawing back, and as Helen always 
goes forward, it aeems as it she was forced to keep com- 
paring herself^ aud so to see how the distance between 
them increases. Maiy cannot make Helen go wrong : 
but she seems to try to persuade herself that she does ; 
and she picks up expressions that go to make out a 
charge of hypocrisy against Helen, which pains her 
greatly, because it prevents her good advice from having 
the effect it ought to have.* 

* I thought/ said Richard, gtriving to speak with great 
^mpQsure. ' that Mary spoke this morning as ifshe could 

^^toe reproached Helen — with- — ' he seemed at a loss for 

* If it was with what granny has doae for hjai^e^tV^wt- 
ed James, rcddeuing, * then Mary is a. wlwsX \n\<2*s:4.^jj.'^''* 

SVC? found oat her being m the Vvab\l ol iX^vw'^^'^i ^^ 
lep promise, her solemn promise, tifcN-et ^^^ ^ j 
—. J 
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of it again. Indeed, 1 have lately not Uked the wsl 
Helen put me off, when f questioued her about Mai^fl 
conduct to her. Oh^ if it be so, what a cruel, cruel pel 
secution she nmst feel it.* J 

' DtKJS not Helen earn more towards supporting tU 
iamilytbaD Mary?' 1 

* A gri^t (iL^al : and besides that she often worka m 
night, and makes many stn^l] ihln^s such as I used to « 
before 1 became too weak, for granny to sell.' J 

* And could the rest of you gel enough to live oa^ fl 
Helen and her earnings were both away V V 

* No,' replied James, opening wide hh hrfUiant eyeS 
and fixing them on his brother, as jf an agreeable thougM 
had been for the first time suggested to him r ' ooe-haM 
of Katy's earnings is carefully put by for her, that sin 
may not be destitute if anything happens to jjranny \ acfl 
for better security it is paid into the clergyman's hanql 
every week, leyt poverty might tempt ns to toych it, AM 
Irishwoman, who is a very bigoted Papist, offered 4 
keep Kaiy for that sum ; and though we are sure sat 
could not have fed the child oq it^ and also that real kiiw 
feeling made her propose it, yet as it was Malony4 
dying request that his little girl might be brouo;ht up I 
Protestant, granny and Helen agreecL they would do int 
same, that it might be seen we did not keep her for the 
prolit of her labor. She coiits more, but Helen's industry 
makes it tip.' 

' Oh, well, the next time Miss Mary gives her tongue 
any liberty to hurt Helen, you'll just know how to stop he ^ 

James did not like the expression of his brothe: 
features as he said this : his tender spirit shrank fr 
severity, even towards an offender ; but the wiJuW' 
entrance prevented his breathing the deprecatory ex- 
presi^ions that rose to his Up. 

* My deaj* granny, how wet you are !' cried Richard, 
ns he hastened to untie llcte drv^^vtiw btfwtvel of the old 
woman. ^ Now do take off XVv^^'&e. ^•cud^^h "^vj^^vst^ 

make yoiirself dry and coTniotta\>\e;.'* 
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Alas ! a suHicietit change af raim<int was no longer at 
the disposal of the tremblmg beiDg to whom he spoke. 
She had been pawning her Suoday gown to procure him 
a breakfast that would prevcmt his discovering the 
wretchedness of the fare to which they were reduced 
uutil SiLturdity should briug in the week^s wa^^es of the ^| 
young iaborers. She now put dowD her purchaaes, ^^ 
evading Richard's remonstrances on the state of her gar- 
ments, by tellrag him that breakfast would do her more 
good than dry clothes. To this James assented, adding 
that he was hungry too, and the other, with niany pain- ^h 
ful misgivings, was forced to acquiesce. He liiinounced ^M 
his intention of viailing Willy's millj and that the busi- ^^ 
ness OR which he came would prevent his being home to 
dinner j but added that in the eveniag he hoped to enjoy 
some happy hours with them all. 

A change had come over Richard's feelings that ap- 
peared to re-cast his whole character in a dilTereut 
mould. Its latent energy had rarely been roused into ^H 
any strong muuifeatatiDu ; he had shown liimself the ^| 
docile^ industrious boy^ the steatly, honesty independent 
youth, but always Quiet and retiring, looking up to others, 
particularly to his aged rolative, for guidance and encou- 
ragement ; he now saw his situation and duties in a new 
light, and at once, almost unconsciously, assumed the 
headship of the family, feeling his respectability bound 
up Id them, no less than his happiness, aud resolved to 
place them in a difierent position, both with regard to ^h 
the world and to each other. How to effect it he had ^M 
not inquired : but rescue them he would from tho low ^^ 
! statbn to which they seemed to have fatieu ; Mary must 
I be subdued, Willy reclaimed, and the huppy harnioDy of ^m 
former daytj re-established. ^M 

This dream of coming conquest lent additional height 

to Richard's well-grown person, atui \.o ^ixs s^^'Cvc Vttafe. 

as he crossed the room to take bi3 Wl ttoTcv ^Xve ^isxivtTOk.' 

iKTed box. The poor widow gaxc^ m^o^ "tvmi. ^-N^ 

ffaku of sdmirationt and excUvmed/ ^Vc^«i^^ ^-^ ^=^ 
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dear, good pastor, who persuaded me to leave my pi 

cious boy in the country ! Ah^ Richard, if you grow 
wisdofii as, in stature, and in favor with God, who taokej 
not upon tht! Dutwaj-d appearance, but on the heai 
happy are you. It is like sunshine io nie to look on y 
my child.' 

' Like the real sunshine,' added James smiling, ' tl 
used tt> look in on us through the woodbine at hoini 
noL the shadow of sunshine that contrives to aurami 
down upon us here, through smoke and mist.' 

'Please God you shall see it again, dancing on 
little blue waves, and making the wet sands sparkle HI 
bright goldj' said Richard. 

' No,' replied James, averting his face to hide 
tears of foud remembrance that lillfd his eyes at tbiF 
picture. ' No, Richard ; in the place that I am going 
there is no more sea.' 

A fond farewell was now exchanged, and the youi 
maa sallied forth, first wailing un the gentleman to TAhom 
he had brought the letters, and who detained him so loi 
that before he could reach Willy'd factory the dium 
hour had ai'rived, and the laborers were dispersed 
their mRaiis. Parkins' house, however, was very nei 
and thither he went, expecting to find his little broth* 
who had permission alwuj's to eat his dinner therc. 
this ho was disappointed : Willy was not forthcoinii 
but Parkins received him very landly. 

After answering a few civil inriuiries, Richard openi 
the business hy asking Low Willy went ou. Parkins r 
plied that he had no particular fault lo find wMlh hitn- 
he Tivas like tLe rest tif his class and age, occupied wil 
trifles, and b(;nt on amusement when not confined to hiF 
work. 

^ Of course, sir ; but 1 trust you keep a good wal 
over h»n, to prevent his going wton^.^ 

^AU who do not go ri^'ht mvist ^^r^ -^xmssy^ -mn^^wftT 

PBrkitis; * and I need not te\V^o\i^o^i;^o.uv^'^^^^Wt'6\«L'i. 

not yet been brought into tlae attai^V^, ^tA TiasTt.-« ^«s: 
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' He has been tauglit to seek it thongla,' said Richard. ^M 

' He cannot discern it,' persisted the other. * unless it 
be revealed to him of God, Man's teaching is vain : the i 
best service we can render is to pray continually on hia fl 
behalf to him who alone can guide ihe wanderer into the ^| 
fold,' ■ 

' Then we must wait for a miracle,' remarked Richard^ ^ 
bluntly. 

t By no means : we set before him the truthj und com- 
mend it to him with every persuasive word: and so, 
usiag the means, wc leave the event to God.' ^m 

'And don't you correct what Is wrong, and enforce ^M 
whit \s right 1* ^1 

' All is wrong and nothing is right until the person 
becoQies a new creature ; for " who can bring a clean 
thing out of an unclean ? not one." A^aln, all is right, 
ind nothing is wrong when the change has taken place ; 
for " He hath not seen iniquity in Jacob^ nor beheld per- 
vcrseness in IsmeL" Do you not perceive, my young ^1 
frieudj that nothing can be acceptable to God until we ^| 
be brought to believe? for, "Whatsoever is not of faith 
' is sin." » 

Richard paused ; he saw*" something incorrect in this 
, dfiduction, but the premises he knew to be just, because 
they were scriptural . With natural frankness, he an- 
swered, ' I partly agree with you^ sir, and partly I don't. 
I am a plain country laborer, used la farming , and I find 
a great deal of instruction in observing the things that I 
am employed in. God has given a gracious promise 
that as long aa the world endures, seed-time and harvest 
shall not fail : but seed-time would yield no harvest if 
we did not sow the seed in its tmie.' 

* Right J donH 1 tell you to do so, by stating the truths 
of the gospel ?' 

* Ay, sir, there we agree '. but GwSl V*» ^cMiSift '^?«*^ 
other things so necessary to the ha-tv^'s^. \J(\b.V ^^ o'^'^ ^^~\_ 

Jog would not bring it about '^ tTaey wexe t^c^cA*^^- ^""^ 
^e mast break up the ground, taTti\iis ^i^ "^^ vjt^os 
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naturally cover it thick and deep; and then, sir, wl 
must fence it otf'. It would not do to dig and prepare ■ 
bit of ground in the middle ot" a commou thoroughfaiJ 
and $aw the seed tbere^ leaving tvery hoof to trampH 
it, and every stniy fowl to gobble it up. It seenis to nJ 
that the harvest is not a jiiirjicle worked in spite of uoj 
hut a merciful gift bestowed where we honestly labd 
for it.' I 

* You surprise me, young man ; you seem to mak^ 
the growth of religion in the soul a work of the creature, 
not of Ihe Creator.* 

* No, sir ; all the creatures that ever lived could n 
mate one grain of wheat to take root downwards or 
spring upwards. That is the Lord's doing only ; but 
since he has been pleiiaed to make use of the figure of 
afield, and sowing, and reaping, and harvesting, in 90 
many parts of his blessed word, 1 ctjuld not do 1 
than take notice as 1 went along of the way ifl which 
holds good. Perhaps/ added Richard, smiling, * pe; 
hapa you that live among machinery, and see ever 
thing done by steam, may take different views.' 

The last remark, though made in perfect simplici 
and tntpudfd as somewhat apologetic, was not reiishc 
by Parkins r he doubted whether he had not a rustic 
wag to deal with, and resolved to be circumspect ; hut 
before he could frame another observation, Willy entered, 
without seeii^g his brother^ who wan seated behitid the 
door. Parkins inr^uired where he had been. 

* Nowhere at nllj' answered the boy, pertly* 

* That's impossible : you must have been somewhere ?* 

* May be so^ returned the otherj whose manner evi- 
dently showed that to be so questioned was no Ic 
strange than disagrt'cable to him. 

Richard leaned forward, and grasping his arm, dre 

him to his knee, while the hoy's tist, uplifted in self-di 

fence^ fell paralyzed on smT\^ nhW \i\s t-i^Vrt -v^ia] 

Doubly excited by \v\iat Ke totYs\0.eifci is. ^^^sV^tTicV a*. 

trust on the one part, ai^d by \Vs Voo tVv^^^^. ^^fecXa - 
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the other, he spoke witli unwoatetl force axad decision^ H 
and with a stern look, do less iadignant than animated. 
r' Willy, 1 coutd not have belit^ved, ituuotlitT persan had 
1 told mc, what ( have seeM and heard this niinuit!. ^M 
You. have been brought up in the ways of godliness, ^| 
and taught that your duty before God js, next to hint- H 
^elf, to honor those placed in aiilhoiity over you* Yoa ^M 
t have been bred and treated like a little lamb of the ^ 
I Lord's fold, and oftt-n have, you been told of the roat- i 
I inglion that goeth about seeking whom he ciay devour, ^t 
You hnve been shown the promise tliat your heavenly B 
Father will gi^^e the Holy Spirit to ihem tliat ask 
tiiUj and fuU well yon know that vrithout hii* help 
yoa can do nothing. Now answer ine^ how long a^o ^| 
is it since you last prayed from your own heart for ^M 
that great gift V H 

The boy trembled, and wap silent. H 

' Was it to-day, Willy ?' No ans%ven ^t 

I ' Was it yesterday, or was it last week ?' " ^^ 

I After a lon^ silence, during which Wis brother still 
I held him by the arm, and looked steadily in hi$ face, he ^g 
, muttered, ' I donH know wh<jn it was.' ^M 

'So I feared: and now Willy, who is to keep you i 
I from evil, who is to watch over your steps^ and save 
I you from the paths that lead to hell ? Who i:^ to pre- 
serve you from the snares of Jytng, fvii-speaking^ swear- 
ing, stealing, drinking i*' lUa voice faltered at the last 
• word, and the hand which had roughly held the child's 
■ ann, gradually relaxing, now pressed him to the lioneat 
bosom that yearned over his helplessness. Will}' looked 
lip in his face, and bursting into tears, said, ' I will do 
I ans'thing ihat Tjtm bid me, Richard !' 

* I canH bid you do anything/ answered Richard, lay- 
ing his forehead on Willy's shoulder to hide the tears 
that he too was shedding, * for my dut^ ke,C'^ tr'i ^-a. 
distance from yoti — and, oh, w\\al ^ s^ ^?irj V ^"^ 
have to carry back to our dear teac\\et^ ovxt^^^'^ ^xe^T 
kood^ kind, Mr. Barlow " 
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' Tell him I will be a gooti boy,' sobbed Wiliy 

' But will you realty strive to be si> ?' 

Here Piikias iiiU-rpiistH) 5 * Mr. Greoiij don't delude 
the child itito aoy notign of his own goodness; he cajmot 
be a;ood unless he believer in the Loid Jesus Chiist.' 

' I do believe in him^' said Willy. 

' If you did you would be a new creature.' 

* My farmiiig,^ fluid Kichard^ who, haying imprinted 
kiss of forgiveness on Willy's traiful cheeky now felt his 
heart lightened again, '■ my furtning;^ Mr. Parkins, haB re- 
minded mo often of our Lord's siiyiu^— ■" ii'h-ni tlie blade, 
then the ear, then the full ct>ni in the ear ;" and I hare 
learned aomethmg when steppiag carefully to avoiil 
trampling down the tender blade, though it was much 
unlike a fiill ripe ear,' — The bfU rangj and Parldns took 
down his hat. Willy clomped bis arms round his bi"0-^ 
ther'a neck, and earnestly whispered—' 1 wlU pray to the 
Lord to make me a clean heart* Then running to Par- 
kins, he said, ' I beg your pardon, sir, for being so rude 
and disrespectful ; but as 1 had heeu afti^r no good I 
didn^t like to be questioned.' Parkins kindly shook his 
handj and said he was glad to &ee him seoiiible of his 
fault; then asked Richard if he xvould like to see 
mill-, as he could get him leave of admittance- 
Richard declined for the present lo entf r the buildi 

for he really ft^ared lo expose himself to more of Par- 
kins' discouraging remarks just then. However, he 
stood for a while undpr the archway of the l^ate.j through 
which the children were pouring in. Their extreme 
youth shocked him no less than their squalid appearance. 
(' I wonder haw any doctor could find iu his huart to give 
a certifitate to such a poor, feeble, sickly-looking babe of 
a creature as that,' said he, pointing out a littk girl. 

* No medical ctfrtiJicates are Required in the silk 
answered Parkins. 

^ And are there many ot XWtii'?' 
JVot here ; but 'm oIVt x.ovj'aa a-u "vavwifc^^ wM^aws: 
' And do they lake \.Wta evv^xT^^Vv^x^ ^ V^ 
that ?' 
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Much younger ; I have seen many in diifereDt sUl:- 
Diills not nearly so big as the smalieEt you CQuld point to 
here/ 

* How long clo they work?' 

' As much as ten hours a day, often.' 

'But then you reckon the time given them for meais ?* 

* ]So ; I speak only of the lime allowed lor labor.' 

' Ten hours !' exclaimptl Richard, looking at h. group 
of small chiidten ; ' ten hours for such little weak things 
as those — why, it's more than an honest man would ei- 
pecl from the biggest laborer ; and to my mind il*8 a dis- 
grace to a Christian land to work the life-blood out of 
little children in this way.* 

^ Hushj hush,- interrupted Parkins, ^ you speak too 
Jjud.' 

* \s my little brother overworked, sir?' 

* No, really 1 think not ; he is not in a laborious de* 
partment, and though often fatigued, as all must be more 
or leas by a full day's employment, he js not more so 
than he would bo by taking his Hll of pkyinthe streets.* 

' True enoun;h,' remarked Ricl;ard. ^ Boys tire Uiein- 
seives with sport if they are left to take their fill of iU' 
He loiiked round him, but thouffh many a little coynte- 
nanee was turned towards him m childish curiosity, he 
met nothing of the free, laughingj or innoceutly-sheepish 
expression that he was accustomed to trace among the 
villai^era. He felt no wish to remain longer, and thank- 
ing Parkins for hia civility, expressed a hope that he 
^wauld be watchfLil over VVilly. 

* Certainly ; 1 was glad to see your remarks produced 
Bome effect on hini< .Remember, however, that thn 
ptrong man armed will keep liis goods in peace till a 
stronger than he or than us comes upon him. 1 would 
caution you against hoping too much from what man 

I can do.' 

I * Tliank you; 1 hope God \ias aW ^■anx^ao'w;?!. ^%«& 

E^fnst pfestimiag too tnuch, aut\ *rt wft^^^c^^1^«, vr- 
cans of doing good. I cannot dtA\vt:T m^ \i-QOcv*i't^^ 
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Parlcins, it 13 true ; but I can see to it that his bloofl 
does uot lie &i my door. Good bye, sir ;' and he left iM 
mill. fl 

Having eaten a piece of coarse bread, in order to sal 
that he had dined, Hiihard proceeded to make sonnte plH 
chases of tea and other little? comforts for the party fl 
home, biiterly ret^r^^ttmg that ht had not brought a hanl 
per of proi^isions from L. Painful doubts crossed hsa 
mind as to the exteEt of suffering endurud by his (aniily, 
but he strove lo disbelieve what it was so grievous lo 
contenipUte. While strolling along, he met with Southj 
who invited him to go and sit down in a public-house : 
hut Riehard pleaded his promise given to Mr. BarloVp^j 
that unless id a case of actual necessity he would not 
enter a ]}lace where drinking was habitually carried on. 

* Well, then, we can walk together,' said South ; ' I 
wonder how long it will be before our parsons take so 
much trouble to keep their young men out of harm's 
way.' 

* There are too many for them to look after,* observed 
Richard. 

* Ayj that's one of the blessings; of an over-populoi 
place. Not that it signifies much ; for the quiet way i" 
vvhii^h the clergy look on while the poor are destroyed 
around them, shows how little they care aljoul them> 
bodies or souls*' Then, nfler a pause, he added, ' To be 
sure they can do nothing except in the pulpit ; and it 
would be an easier matter to prear^h all the mili-owners 
out of church than to preach one unjust and cruel prin- 
ciple out of the factory system. Do you remember, 
Green, the case tried yesterday, where children were 
overworked, and without school certificates ?' 

I* Yes, 1 do.' 
' Well, this morning, I happened to be in the office of 
that very firm, and heard most strict orders given to shut 
the door in the supeninteivilfitA'^ {ajt*i whenever he came 
there ; neverj on any preteuce,\ft VcV\3i\sv«s?^Kx^JtiBX^HsS^ 
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* But surely he c^n insist upon it.' 

* JVo ; the inspettor can, but not the Buperinteadentj 
and considering how seldom he coiues, how short hia 
stay must be, and how many ways there are of baffling 
his inquiries, tbere Is little tear of his giving any trouble, 
except where the superintendent haa been before him to 
direct his notice ; so you see that for the small sum of 
five shiUings in which the parties were tilled^ ihey have 
purchased a security against all future EQole&tntiun ; this 
prosecution giving an excuse for excluding the trouble- 
6orat3 investigatora.' 

' Why this looks like a mockery of protectionj' said 
Kichard. 

*■ ^o it ]& \ and to make the; matter worse, the poor 
children who were the cause of iL are turned out to 
starve.* 

* I only wish they may turn out Mary and Helen,* re- 
marked Richard. 

' You had better wish no such thing ; work is rather 
alack now j and depend upon it they would be kept out 
of employrhent for along while, having appeared as com- 
plainants in open court. It is well they failed. Have 
you been to Parkins ?' 

' Yes, and near the si]k mill, M*bere they are working 
babes as I would not work a plough-horae.' 

* Nice infant schools, arn't they ? and if you could 
hear some of the lessons taught and learned hy creatures 
BO higher than your knee, you would know more of the 
value of the factory system.' 

' I could not hate it more than I do,^ said Richard 
' * Yes, you would ; a religious young man like you, be- 
|lievingthat the wicked shall be turned into hell, would 
be terribly shocked at seeing the whole process of inak- 
i\e young sinners ready for peidiiion in the next world, 
while hurrying them out of this.' 

Richard made no answer ; the mAa\i\\iVj ^ VvaVt^- 
Wg increased, and be httd learned \o vaaV^V ^^^vcv^v ^^ 
etoraif and to keep silence vfVieii dSs^poa^^^^ *V^' 
21 
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mtemperaiely. Besides, South waa BOt ont to whom be 
could unburden his nund. That per3on''3 informatiun 
was evidently correct, and his remarks just : but they 
were uttered in a bad spirit. South was himself a spe- 
cimen of the fruit produced by this evil tree. His health 
wa5 injured by personal labor, yet not so much but that 
he might have turned to good account the remaining en* 
ergles of the body, wherein dwelt an acute and vigornitf 
mind ; but that mind had been perverted, rendered at 
once morbidly sensitive as to theory, and selfishly callous 
as to practice, in the matter that incessantly occupied it. 
He passed his time in denouncing the factory -system, 
and even built upon it doctrines subversiveof every good 
principle as a British subject ; but at the same time he 
purchased the leisure thus misapplied at the price of 
abandoning all bi^ children tg the horrors he so forcibly 
pictured and so eloquently deplored. This conscious in- 
consistency added gall to his bitterness, and wliile it led 
many right-minded persons to stand aloof from him, ^ 
increiised hia influence among a party who valued th« 
leaders according to their power of excituig the an*, 
passions* 

Richard was not sorry to part from his companion 
the ne^t turning, and hastened to the house so ovt 
clouded with sadness to his affectionate spirits 

During the evening, while enjoying a temporary f^ 
gelfulncss of present distresses in the delightful retrosj 
tion of former times, the littJe party was disturbed by 
abrupt entrance of a person vrho seemed welcome 
none, and whose presence excited an emotion of am 
surprise in Richard's bosom, when he recognized 
conceited-looking little man who had addressed Mary 
the morning with bo offt'nsively familiar an allusion 
Helen. He never raised his hat from itjj studied (wsiti^ 
on one aide of his head^ but lounging in with an ai 
ward shufBej threw VimBfe\t "\u\.o ^ t\\aiT, sfcjet^hed o\ 
hh legs, and with a palrcrtftT^ti^ xvj4 -s^tsA, ^ ^<sw lat 
you all ?' 




The widow*3 distressed ltx>k, James' trepidation, and 
Helen's flash of evident displeasure, added to Iiia own 
hostile sensations, tempted Richard to assume a very au- 
thoritative air, aa be surveyed the intruder, wiio looked 
up at him mth an expression of curiosity mingled with 
contempt, saying, ' So this, I suppose, is the renowned 
Kichard, of whom we have heard so much ; a tall teller 
enough. How old may he be ?' 
! This roused the young countryman completely. He 
sprang to his feet, but was arrested and confounded by 
hearing the other resume, — * Well, grandmother, I came 

' by motber'a desire to tell you how sorry she is ' 

The widow hastily interrupted him, — ' * Tis of no conse- 
quence, Charles ; pray tell her not to tldiik of it.' 

* Oh, we know better. It must be of some couse- 
) quence to you to havt; a strapping chap like that come 
npon you with a country appetite, and nothing for him to 
eftt. Mother would lend you the half-crown if she could 
spare it just now, hut she's some bargains to make- 
However,' he added pompously, * I believe /can let you 
have a shilling without much inconvenience,' and he 
, drew out a tawdry purse, whistling the while. 

' I do not want it,* said the widow, warmly^ * I thank 
you, but really don't want it.' 
j ■ O, nonsense \ you wouldn't have come out so late at 
' night to borrow it, if yon hadn't wanted ifc. Besides, I 
I thiiik PU make you a present of it, for the sake of those 
I pretty rogues,* looking at the girlsj as he laid down the 
' piece of money before the widow, and again nodding, 
hustled out. 

Richard could not stand thm ; he seized the money, 
and was about to hurl it after the insulting donor, when 
Helen caught his amij and Katy, nimbly jumping on a 
chair, snatched it suddenly from him^ and darted out at 
the door, before any one could apegk,, 

Rtchani turned^ and fixing oa l\\t w^\\.ftXe^ ^\?ta« 

Ijook of almost angry reproach, exc\a\tt\&^^'*^'^-i'?>^'^^^ 
iiOw could youj how could you expose x^ ^^ ^^ ■ 
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'It was to her own daughter she went,' said Jauj' 
*afld how could graoDj auppose she would be &q cru 
as to pubhati it tu that malicious Charles ? 

' Granny could expect no better,' observed Maiy, * from 
all she knew of aunt Wrigbt; but beggars mu^tn^t be 
choosers,' 

' Beggars 1 ' repeated Richard. 

'If Katy is gone to lay it out for us, -' co 

menced Jainesj who seemed roused beyond his slreng 
hut Mury interrupEed him, ' JN'ever i'ear ; she has a 
spirit worth two of that ; she's more likely to throw itio 
his face.' 

The little girl re-entered^ glowing and panting, h 
eyea sparkling with satisfaction^ while Richard eagerly 
*iiLclaimed, ' VVell, Katy^ did you overtake him ?' 

^ Sure and I did, sir ; and 1 oaugbt hlni by ihe c 
tail, and there being plenty of pcoplti to the face, I aaii 
Mr. Charles* said I, here's a shilling for yoia. What 
I want with it, you littla Imh blackguard? says h' 
Sure, an't you heartily welcome to it then, says 
and I dropped it right into his coat -pocket, and ran awi 
through the people, and they laughing. Och, but i 
mad he was 1 ' 

' Served him right,' said Jame^. ' If he had done 
with a kind feelings we ought to have overlooked t 
manner of it ; but he came to insult our "poverty, and e: 
pose us before Richard.' 

' Yes,' said his brother, bitterly, * Richard is astra 
now, it seettLfj, and must be kept in the dark as to yo 
concernB, unless others choose lo inform him of the 
Oh, I did not f.xpect thb ! ' He laid his heaJ on his am 
and trembled with the mental agony that overpoAven 
him. 

?Jone had courage to speak. They felt that 

farther attempt at concealment m'es vain, but to pie 

thst loviUg heart with the la\e. o? \.Ww dee^> distress w 

a task thai none could unOiertaV,e:. M.N\-«s\vLiDLC\\KiftN^i-Sw^^ 

^ho always cairie in liLet Iban V\vft T:t&v. t\i\.tvt^*. 
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^jcmg Kis brother m such erJ^f^nt distress, laa to him, 
^'cQing his arms around his neck^ and exclaitnmg^ 

^riiL-hai'd, I will be g'>otl, indeed 1 will^ and neyer 
grieve you any more. Oh,' he continuedj seeing tears 
escape over the coat sleeve, * Oh, how sorry 1 am to 
have made you unhappy ! Won't you speak to rae, 
Kicliard, your own poor little Willy that you used to 
love so dearly ?' 

Richard clasped bim to his bosom, and for some mo- 
menta all wept in silence together, 

Mary first spoke : ' It*s no use keeping up any pre- 
tence now, granny ; so let hliii know all. He won't love 
us th^ lessf and perhaps some of us may bt^ the better for 
a lilUe humbling.' 

* All of us, I hope,^ said Jara*s. 

' No ; the rest of you don't need it. I meant my- 
self, for you are none of you proud and hard-hearted 
like me. 

' Mary,' said Richard^ drawing her to him, ' it al- 
most consoles me for all that can hap[>en to hear you 
speak so. '^ 

With these sofieniag circumstances to stay the rough 
wind in wic day of tne eaal wmdj Richard listened quiet- 
ly to tlfc sad tale of disasters and privations whichj but 
for the apntful proceeninga of Charles Wright, would 
have been wkhheld trom bim. Still iherf* was a partial 
concealment ; past, rgttuer than present difTicullits, form- 
ed the aubjeTTt o( what was told ; and he was left to con- 
clude that no larther pressure of actual want was likely 
to fall upon the objectii oi n)» fond and anxious sympathy. 
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When, on the following day^ Richard Green repaired to 
the gentleman on whose biisinesa he camej ihe latter, 
struck by the dejection of hia counteaaace^ inquired 
whether he was ilh Richard answered, that he Av ag 
hetter in body than in mind : and on being kindiy o^^H 






courdged, owned that he had suffered a grievous dj.sa 
pointment in finding that the factory labor, for which hjs 
family had given up the healthful employments of t 
couiitry, was so very different a thing from what Ihi 
expected totind it. Of pecuniary distress he said not 
ing ; but expatiated on the ruinous severity of the toil, 
and the demoralizing tendency of their habits. To 
this his hearer most feelingly assented, and told him t 
he was busily engaged in lorwarding the objects of thi 
who sought to obtain legislatorial redress for the crying 
evds ao generally felt. This was a joyful surprise to poor 
Richard, and with eager delight he accepted a ticket that 
was to admit him to a select meeting of the laborers, 
nbout to assemble for the conBideratJon and adoption of 
future plans. *So, then,' thought Richard, as he loft 
the house with a lighter heart than he had felt for two 
days, ' so, then, after all^ there is some good fitirring. 4 
wonder why South did not tell me of this.' 1 

Full of anxious expectation, he repaired to the place 
of meetings and found about twenty men assembled, 
pr/ncipally of the appearwfttft of ailvzaris, hut with one or 
two from a higher class "m socteX'^. KnivY ftl -ae^^ 
i3G-ss pen-aded the assemblage, aiwi ^\\^i «fe^^^ ^^ 
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the men bespoke the quiet dcteruiinatiun that is not soon 
turned fronn its purpose. Several bore tke ntarks of 
bodily injury sustained in the factories, some "were niuuh 
stunted in growth, and there wns uot vae. among them 
who would in the country have been called a healthy- 
looking perjion. They were earnest but calm, and the 
curiosity that Richard's appearance evidently gave rise 
to was unmixed with rudeness or suspicion. 

A well-dfE^ssetl respt^ctable-luuking raahj seated at a 
table, with a pilo of papers before him, invited the 
stranger to approach, and afler looking at his ticket, 
observed, " You got this from our good friend Mi*. H.^ 
and that is sufficient introduction ; but perhaps you will 
be kind enough to tell us what led you to join u» j you 
don't look like one who has been in the milis.' 

Richard felt a little abashed, but summoning resolu- 
tion^ replied, ' True, sir, I never wrought in a factory j 
my labor J through God^s jnercy, has been in the coun- 
try ; but those that are dearer to me tlian my life are in 
the mills, and suffering enough to make me feel it more 
than if it was myself.' 

* Surely,' aaid one of the men, ' 1 SJlW you in the cour*., 
taking a great interest in the case of poor little Mary 
Green. ^ 

' Well I might,' answered Richard, casting down his 
eyes as the recollection overcame him 

' Are you related to her?* 

*■ 1 am herhmther.* 

A dwarfish, but most inti?lligent»looking man now held 
out hts hand, sayings ' Mr. Green^ J honor you and every 
inemher of yoor family, for the part you have acted by 
that precious girl Helen Fleetwood. If ever then; was 
a persecuted Christian enabled by weli-doing to put to 
silence the ignorance of the foolish, and to shame them 
of the contrary part, she is such a one.' 

RjcharJ grasped the friendly WYktii ua ^tjM^ \n^\!»^ 
heei} the richest o£ earth's treasiites \ \iii^ eiswaKio^ \^^^. 
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* Now/ said the president, * I proceed to read the U 
letters from our deputation in London, that we may 
termine what steps to take next.' 

The document that he unfoldet! v/a^ 't'^g? S-^d Te( 
interesting. It stated that the writer had been closel 
examined before the Committt.^e of the House of Cot 
mons ; that every important fact had been fairly eltcite 
by the chairman and other friends to the cause, if hile 
possible paing were taken by some on the other aide 
draw from him a contradiction of some part of his tesi 
mony, or to put a difierent aspect on the truths statec 
He had afterwards been present in the gallery to hear 
debate on the subject, where^ he said, several of tht 
friends spoke out with great force and feeling. Th< 
were met by hot and angry apeeches on the part of aoi 
whom he named ; cool denial from others ; and one set 
tleman had ventured upon Buch a misrepresentation of I 
whole concern as would not be believed in that or ai 
other factory town to have passed the lipa of a perse 
so well acquainted with the case. ' Generally j' he wrot 
' the matter was not taken up by such members as wei 
personally most interested in it, but by othersj wl 
seemed to have got a completely wrong notion of tl 
whole thing instilled into them. The "worst part of tl 
case was, the very Qfreat indifference shown by the Hous( 
many went out as soon as the subject was started • sot 
folded their arms and iell asleep ; others kept upconvei 
satJonSj often risino; loud enough to drowu the voices 
the speakers : while pamphlets and newspapers wei 
feeing handed about, and consultations held on all soi 
of subjects. Lord Ashley ' 

Here a general murmur of voices, rising at last to 
hearty cheer, interrupted the reader : he paused 
the bursi; of feeling; had its way, then said, 'God bios 
him ! ' * Amen,' was the unanimous response, and 
resumed. 

* Lord Ashley, though he seemed grieved and hurt 
all thiSj was neither daunted tiot i\ftt:QfQx^^<4*l, He got 
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Up and gave them a lesson^ both on our claims and their 
duties, that will not soon be TorgoLtt^n by any ho&est man 
^xho heard it. It did me ^ood to look at him, aud to 
think how much better than atl the rank and all the 
wealth in the world is the biessing ihat belongs to him, 
plt^ading as he does the cause of the poor, and persever- 
ing in sLriving that those who are in nei-d and necessity 
have right. Ay, striving against such ditfieultle:} as 
nobody can estimato or understand without seeing it. We 
n&ed lo think thai what thwarts him \s a hot opposition 
in ihe House of Comtnons. No such things it h like 
pleading with the deaf or preaching to the dead. Give 
him au adversary, and he can grapple with him ; but 
who can grnpple with a painted picture of a man that 
Hlaroa out of a frame, without having either senses, or 
substance, or reality of any sort V This is just what the 
entlemen btcome when our case is brought forward. 
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Here another interruption took place, of a character 
remarkably ili-sstmilar from the former. The reader 
umiled, and resumed, 

* Mr. O'Cannel] took vast pains not to hear what was 
said. He hsid a roil of papers in his hand, nnd untied 
tbem for the benefit of some red-whiskered gentleman 
near him. VV*^hether they were money drafta nr instruc- 
tions I don't knowj but 1 know what 1 thought of when 
[ looked from Lord Ashley to him^ and back again to 
Lord Ashl^^yJ 

The writer went on to state some of the misrepfesenta* 
lions that had bi.-en made, requesting to have a person 
sent up who cauldron oath, from his own knowled*je, 
disprove them. 

' Mere,' said the president, folding; a letter, ' is our diffi- 
culty ; we cannot rouae a manly melin* tn the legislature 
on behalf of the oppressed children of poverty* If the 
lukewarm, indilFerent people were away^ and the battle 
to be fairly fought between those who are in earnest.^we 
ahouid soon see R good result * bult\v\a\\iOk\'ife^t\\K.t,V:AN?A» 
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men so open to the arts of interested iudiTiduals, who, j 
they cannot give them a false view of the matter, so at 
to make ihem nclh^e opponents, easily persuade them i 
is a thing of no consequence, a riere waste of public timo^ 
the whim of a few sentimental dreamers. The Hber^ 
party^ and mote particularly those at the head of affairM 
who could carry it at once if they chose, are liber* 
enough of fair words^ but deeds we aeek in vain ; and ih< 
great liberator has sold us, almost in the open marke| 
into a renewedj and for aught he cares, a perpetual perio* 
of hopeless bondage. We cannot change the. course d 
this under-current j all we can do is to go on forwardinj 
to our friends such plain, honest facts as can be proved 
in the face of day, and praying to God to strengthen thi 
hands of our generouia advocateB.' ' 

They proceeded to discuaa the merits of diiferent pe( 
soQs whom it was proposed to send vp ; and Richard 
meanwhilfij entered into conversation with his new friend! 

' It does not seem as if you had much to expect,' hj 
sorrowfully observed, ' 

* No ; but we use the meansj and look to God for tM 
blessing that he can give when he sees good. It is a| 
awful proof of the power of Satan, that such statement 
should be laid, year after year, before upwards of ^ 
hundred gentlemen, chosen to represent the whole bo(Jj 
of the people, and to watch over the country's interest^ 
and yet no efibctual redress be given. I say eSectual 
because sonme bills have been passed, and some imprnva 
menu made : but at the same time clauses in the old act^ 
thai atfbrded grsat protection, have been expunged, aoj 
very grievous alterations made. You saw two instant^ 
in court. You saw what a mere farce the fine can be r4 
duced to on the most a^^ravated chaises ; where forme* 
ly ten or twenty pounds wsis the lowest that could ham 
been imposed on such a conviction j and, moreover, eveB 
separate offence was formerly visited with a fine, wherei 
now only one can be recovered for any particular dajj 
F'ou also saw, what probabVy you were not awaxi 
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of, a near relation of the oiEender sitting to judge thei 
cause.' 

* Yes J I was told of tt by a friend— one Mr, South.' 
Thft other looked at him for a moineiil with less cordiali- 
ty ; then saidj * Have you been long inLimate with South ?'■ 

'No ; I sleep at his house, and that^s all.' 

^ Then let me, as a Christian man, caution you of a 
danger you may Dot be aware of* South is loud in his 
complaints of what we all suffer from ; but the remedy 
that he seeks is even worse than the disease, I fear ,'< 

He paused, and Richard said, ^ You may speak &crjty^ 
to rae, Pm no talc-bearer 5 and to tell you the truth ~ 
did^nt half like Soulh's way of talking,* 

*Then be on your guard ; for 1 greatly feat that he it' 
involved in political plans that would not bear daylight. 
Some men who iong to overturn all right government 
have conne among us and endeavored to make our griev- 
ances a pretext for engaging in rebellious schemes, Th 
yre never can do ; those of us at least who know righ' 
&Qm wrong, who fear God, and desire to be found in tha: 
path of duty, however hard, knowing that the way o~ 
transgressors is much harder* Still, from the deplorablft'; 
ignorance of those brought up in the mills, there are mul- 
titudes ready to listen eagerly to such suggestions ; and 
it is too probable that the cruel neglect of the British 
Government as concerua those employed in the mnnufao 
t&ries, to which her commercial prosperity is mainly ow* 
ing, will yet recoil on themselves in some terrible ou1>- 
break, aided by those who are made desperate by op- 
preasion, and utterly careless as to future consequences, 
because they have been left in ignorance and unbelief.' 

* Thank you for putting me on my guard. I confess I 
sometimes feel as if I cmdd take vengeance on those who 
have brought my family to such a state, but it is only the 
sinful thought of a moment. However, it might be taken 
advantage of by anybody who observed it. I will watch 
ftud pray/ 

The other took his hand : ' Gteeii,<Tv&\esassM.^Q^^«ia»' 
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learned in your youn^ years, and which you are uow 
caUed on to put m pmctice, will become more valuable 
to you erery day. EvU men and seducers are wajtiog 
worse and worse, as the scriptures have foretold; and 
the knowledge thai is ao boasted of is only making n^cn 
raort; skilful m mischief^ or puffing them up with thu fulse 
pride that comes before a. fall, 1 look about aiid se« all 
this: I look within myself and uoder^taTid it. In my 
heart 1 find the seed of every evil thingjand I know that 
jt i» only by the grace of God working in me that 1 am 
not constantly following a multitude to do evih If 1 
ceased to watch, as you say, and to pray, I should direct- 
ly fall. How then can 1 wonder to see others, in their 
different ranks and stations, betrayed into bad courses^ 
when they never think of applying to God for help against 
the devices of their invisible enemy i If the rulers of 
England and lier ^eat men knew the value of what i» 
now bt^ing given over to Satan and his tools, they would 
endeavor to stop the mischief by imparting rehgious in- 
struction proportioned to the great increase of the de* 
mand for it* But I fear they regard us only as machines, 
while making a great show of raising us in the scale of 
knowledge ; and so they are loading, aa it were to the 
muzzle, a gun that will burst and destroy them.' 

' I think/ said Richard^ ^ that South jh such a luan : he 
seems to have a deal of learning for one in his station ; 
but I should be tempted to fear he would better like to re- 
venue himself than to see what is wrong quietly set right,* 

* VV"e must not be too ready to judge others/ answered 
his new acquaintance, ' but it ia our duty to observe and 
to take warning, and to look to our own ways when we 
see our fellows slide. I always' find South and som& 
others ready enough to dwell upon the grievances w* 
suffer ; but when 1 propose the peaceable^ legal way 
trying to get them redressed, they fall back, with some 
excuse or otherj generally pointing to the small heoofit 
we have yet got by our efforts, and aaylng the evU la too 
great to be remedied by means so tame * 
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Aud you are expecting to see the success of your 
"Tn^eavoi's V as^ked Richard. 

* I hc\pe it may please God, b**for« long, to rouse th-e 
reelings of our fellow-countrymen on behalf of the poor^B 
children employed in these niillg. [f that was done, wo^J 
should soon see a chaise for the btUer, Now suppose 

a lady, the mother of a young fauiily, looking upoii her 
own children and thinking what she would I'oel if thpy 
were situated like the wretched little ones in the fatto- 
i'ies^ — or suppose another, ein2)loycd in teaching or over- 
fjeemg a nice school of girls, and comparing their com- 
ioris and advantages with what our Utile laborers want, 
und what they suner, — donU you think the^e latlies woult 
use their influence over their own husbands, fathers^ 
brothers and firiendis, to make it a point with the candi- 
date Ihey vote for, thai he should support our cause in 
the Parliament ? You see, ]t is no party matter at all j: 
whig or tory, conservative or radical, any niatj may assis 
our noble champion Lord Ashley, without interferin| 
with his general politics, or ofiendiiig the patty he btlonj 
to. Andj alas, Green, men seem to think much more 
beino^ consistent, in their party support than in doing whj 
i$ acceptable before God ! We see no obstacle lo hav* 
ing a lai^e majority with us, if the. country would but 
lake up our distressed situalion.' 

* There is another thini^,' said Richard, ' You knoi 
avast number of thevotei^ that send ineiribers toParlii 
ment are men in humble life. In ihe farming districtsj 
and such places a5 1 come from, it is so : and I ^upposej 
in towns the small shop-keepers and trades-people haT< 
a good deal to do in turoing the poll whore there is 
contest* 

* Certainly : and what do you infer from it ?' 
' Why, the gentlefolk have a power of fntercst among^^ 

those people, and might use it with such good effect as to 
make it worth any candidate's while to let it be known 
fie wouUI do his best lo help the cause of the ^^wst W^- 
lory children. And why don't tlney ^i^o \\.V ^d 
22 ^B 
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' For want of being rightly itifojiii**d upon the aubjec 
Ifoa see, the facts are brought before ParUament, 
having witnesses up to be examined on oalli before tl 
committer ; these reports, as they are called, art? priate*!/ 
and sold too : but, Green, 1 dou't think one lady in a 
thousand ever looks uito them^ to nay nuthing' of otht 
classes : and if they are not read, how can ibe stateinonl 
be known ? What we chielly wajil is to have some publii 
information given about itj such as will be read, and ni 
stir up the hearts of God^s servants to succor us. Wi 
want neither their gold nor their silver,' he adtied, wil 
energy, ' we want nothing that would lessen their weuil 
or encroach on tlieir time. All we want is, that thej 
should secure to us a fair share in the blessings tjf ll 
Ensjlish constitution, by making a right use of thtiir o^ 
privileges. As we have shown, they can all, more or 
less, bring an influence to bear on the House of Comn\on&| 
and that has the power ot' righting all that is wrong at 
oppressive amons: thetr poor country-people,' 

He paused i liis raised voice had attracted the notice 
of the president, who remarked, ' True, Hudson ; an^H 
that is one great object of our meetings here. MaQ]^| 
good works are going on through the land ; and the tiin^ 
may not be far off when a call will be heard for more in- 
formation respecting the factory children, by those wh<? 
know how to draw public attention to any cause they 
wish to promote. It is not long since, that I happened to 
be at a meeting called by some ladies who wanted to for- 
wardthe education of children in sqitkj very distant heath- 
en land : it was a new ihing, and excited curiosity. Th( 
room was fuQ : some ^ntlemeu came forward ; read d< 
scriptionSj commented on the miserable state, both bodtl 
and spiritual, of those children, proposed resolutions^ 
tabiished a society, and made a collettion for the expre! 
purpose of sprembng thoee tactj, aiwd extending that a| 
peal through tlie land. I listened with interest, 
cheerfully gave ray nnie : but a sadness was on my mil 
«* / thought. * The children of your own peoplcj the \x\ 



tie neighbors ^ your own houses, are \u as bad a plight 
as the^ distant heatht;n babes ; and would not He whose 
eye is alike on bolh equally bless aneflbrt that should do 
good at home ?' 1 did not desire to see the heue6t wilh- 
held from the others, Gud fofbid ! hut 1 thought* of the 
wordsj *' These ought ye to have do ae, and not to leave 
the others undone." ' 

A murmur of assent ran through the room, and Hudson 
remarked to Richard, ' Oh, that we had & few of those 
Chrbtian ladles to take the liard case of our iactoiy little 
out!s into their kind and zealous hands ! ' 

' It is no more than one might expect from them/ lie 
returned, ' considering how well it becom^a them tocaie ^J 
for poor little liiendleus children.' ^M 

The business of the meetii^ being over, Kichwd^B 
walked homewards, in company with his new acquaint- • 
ance, to whom he re.marked, ' J cannot but say this has 
been the best thing I have yet met with in M. Still you 
seem to be getting on but slowly in your good work; and 
meanwhile what is to become of those belonging to us 
who are jsuii'ering all these n^iseries ?' 

Hudson shook his head : ' TLiat 1:^ a question whichl 
God alone can supply an answer to. 1 know how anx- 
ious yoa must feel, and how slow the progress must ap- 
pear which can bring little^ if any relief to those you 
love. But we have no remedy— no help. As to myself, 
1 am employed In a. situation that has no great hardsliip 
belonging to it, after f^hting my way through al( the 
troubles that beset a fellow who tries to serve God ac- 
cording to his conscience. For myself, 1 have now no^ 
complaint to make.' 

* And you hav^ no family ?' 

* None : none belonging to me now.* He sighed heavily, 
and added, ' Onee 1 had lie^^, even dearer than yours, ^J 
for 1 was a, husband^ and, in anticipation, a father too.^H 
\ began in the mills very young, and when labor was ^^ 
more severe, becauaB less limited than it now is, A. 
twin uhiXeCf dearer to me than nvy ^**fe^ eaVer^ ^V 
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same time ; but she man tW&d of (Consumption 
lome years, I met, in the samw line of labor, "with ^ 
young person of whom it is enough to say that Helen 
Fleetwood constantly reminds me of her, bolh in man- 
ners and niJnd. The seed of divine truth had taken root 
in my spirit very early ^ and I do not think 1 ivas allowed 
to disgrace such profettsion of religion as a young lad 
could make in a mill. Similarity of feeliag, under the 
same trials and the same consolaliona, drew uh together: 
we. waited long, that I might, by i\n appointment which 

twas promised me, be better al)le to maintain my dear 
Martha in a respectable home. I got the situation, and 
' we were married 5 but not without many waniino;s from 
our liiends that, through the injurious elTect of factory 
labor, she would never live to be a mother. We were 
content to leave that to God ; and one year of the 
purest domestic peace <ind happiness I enjoyed ^ only 
damped by the uneasy apprehension with which we 
could not but look forward to the birth of an expected little 
one. The hour came ; and I was left, after a day and 
night of torturing susjiensej to kneel beaide the bodies 
the dead mother and her dead babe.' 

Richard was too much moved to utter a word of .sym 
thy : he put his arm through Hudson's as they walki 
and its friendly pressure alone l>espoke his feelings, 

* Jt was all right,' resumed Hudson ; * she expected 
and meekly waited for the- summons. Indeed, her joy 
was great at times ; but the thought of leaving tne her 
of my only earthly treasure afflicted her. Well, 1 h 
not built my house on the sand ; and even such a sto: 
as this failed to move it. Since then, I have devoted 
myself to two objects : one is that for which you found 
assembled : the other is the inatruction of children^ so 
as my means will go, and opportunities can be found 
the way that I know to be the way of pleasantness 
which my precious Martha found even (0 the last mort 
gasp to be the path of peace' 

' What a murdering. b«smesa tbaa miU-work is!' 
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cLfilmed Richard. Then, abruptly, he asked, * Do yoo 
think it will kill Helen V 

Hudson seemed unwilling to reply ; but when urged^ 
he said, ^ Not being m the same mill, nor much acquaint- 
ed With the Eamily, 1 have not such good opportnnilies 
of Judging how they are affected by it. Helen teaches a 
chiss in my Sunday-school, and 1 bear a great de^il of 
her from others, who witness her patient continuance ia 
weU doiug under much opposition aod persecution.' 

' jBut from what you do aee, how should yon guess, as 
(o the elTect on her health ?* 

' Kot favorablyj I confess : I see the weaJcneas of the 
ancles, the narrowness, so to speak, of the frame, a stoop, 
and a quickneaa of breathing, together with the increaa- 
io^ paleness of her complexion.' 

' Would not country air, and exercise, and the way of^ 
living she wtL9 used to, cure it all ?' 

' It might,' said Hiidson, hesitatingly. 

' Mary does not ^^eem to suffer much, if at aih^ 

* Not in bodily bea.Ith.' 

* Ah, 1 know what you mean.' 
Then a silence ensued ; till Richard agk&d if he knew 

Parkins, Fludson answering that he did, 

* Is he a good man V 

' He is ; but he holds Bome doctrines good iw iheni 
selves, which, earned to the extreme he goes to, have an 
effect not Civorable to Christian watchfiilness.' 

^ So J feared ; my grandmother placed my little brother 
under his care, and he ^ems to have left him prettf 
much to chancer' 

' No, not that : but probably he has put off doing any- 
thing till God begins openiy to work in him. Parkjis 
!»eema to forget that while waiting for a fair wind, all 
should be put in readiness to make Iho most of it. But 
how is this r 1 thought your brother was unable to go 
out.* 

* I have two : now come home with wve^ Mii wis^^'Jossav 
all, for you are just the person we vaaivt Vo ^«X >i& 
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Ifttle. Neither Smith nor Parkins, nor anybody tbej 
seem to know, is like the friends we had at L.; you alooe 

reaembte them.' 

Hu(feon willingly accompanied the warm-hearted 
youth, and was receiv'ed with a hearty welcome. Helen, 
afler bestowing her share of il, said^ ' Granny, this is the 
person I told you of, who stood my friend more than 
once, by speaking Idndly of ine to the overlookerSj "when 
others did difierectly.' 

' And this 13 the person,' said Mary, * who has made 
me hold my tongue when nobody else could.' Her 
glance towards Helen, and the latter'a benevolent smilcj 
indicated that Maty^s volubility had been directed against 
her. 

* And this is the person,' added Janrves, ' whom of fl|^l 
the people in M. I nave most wished to know.' ^^^ 

' Then why, my dear hoy, did you not aeud for me 7^ 

' Because your time was better employed : you are 
always teaching those that know nothing, and I only 
wanted you to come and remind me of what 1 have been 
mercifully taught already.' ^M 

Xaty, meanwhile, stood blushing and brightemng, evJH 
deatly the best pleased of all. She peeped up in his 
iace, as he patted her head, saying, ' It's you are the 
gentleman that taught me to take pains and learu fast, 
that I might be a help and a comfort to them. And 

when they were sitk ' here Hodaon interrupted her 

suddenly, * Well, Katy, you certainly took a friend*s ad- 
vice in good part, and learned your book remarkably 
well. And do you continue to learn from it? Do you 
love the blessed Bible, my little maid ? ' 

'T do, sir,' 

With a swelling heart Richiu'd contemplated the gro 
rejoicing that he had found at last one individual able 
infltrence the whole party, and sure to influence th 
for good. The conversation immediately took a I 
most congenial to the Christian mind ; and they w. 
diafoursing on the sweets oS tt\altefe\,-vf\iw\iT^TMiiveth 
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the peeplo of God, in ih& spirit of those whose way 
through the wilderness is botli sharp and steep, and who 
can thero^ore appreciate the promistd counlrj', when 
Helen, half rising from her chair, fell back fainling. All 
was alarm and agitation : rosluralivps were applred, such 
as thpy could i^ommand, but ihe fit continufd, and as 
Che darkening hue of death seemed to gather round dec 
iips, and its damps to oozt from her clay-cold liands, 
Mary exclaimed, * She never was so far gone or for so 
long before. Ohj Helen, look up I don'l leavt; \is l ' and 
she burst out into a passion of crying. 

' Before ! ' repeated the widow ; ' haa this happened 
before V 

* Often and often, ma'am,' answered Katy^ mourufijlly. 

* 8he has fell down on the heaps of cotton, and laid 
there like as father when he was dead.' 

' And I was never told !' exclaimed the old woman in- 
dignantly, as she chafed the hollow temples on which her 
leais fell . ' My poor lamb, you have indeed been amon 
Ihose who bad ao pity !' 

* She almost swore us not to tell,' sobbed Mary» ' and 
they say it is such a common thing in Helenas room, 
owing to its being the hottest and most fatiguing of oll^ 
that nobody minds it. We only hfar of it from others; 
except two or three times I happened to be near her,* 

Symptoms of returning life now appeared ; and Hud- 
son, who had stood in silent sorrow contemplating the 
scene, drew Richaid away, saying, * The more air, and 
the less excitement she has, the belter: so come, take a 
turn down in the couil with me.' 

No sooner were they fairly out of hearing than the 
youlh» with a violence that startled his companion, ex- 
claimed, 'They shan't inurder her — I say they shan't ! 
And now I swear by all ' 

* Gn en \ Green t' cried Hudson, in a tone no loud and 
authoritative, that it cheekedhim at oncn ; 'whatadvan- 
tBi»e are you going to give the devil t»ow ? Wvtl *^'«^ 
atM HW'.'flfinij to wrath ? Come^ ttcciUfet,^ -^opms-s^-, 
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deal" fellow, and remember in whoi^e hjmJs are the keys 
of death and of hell — remember who openeth and no 
can shut ; who shutteth, and no man cmi open : reme 
bet hy ivhoni the very hair:^ of her head itre nmnberc 
^Yim did right to stop me/ faltered Richard, ' I 8 
tlie i'oliy and wickudiiess of angering my only Frie 
But these things set me mad. Ouly think of llieir letti 
her faint, and tiiioL, day after day, and never even tvfl 
my giandniDther — ^never gut her a little ubiseacQ allowci 
to recover her strength ! ' 

* I tell you plainly, my friend,'' said Hudson, ' no at 
seuce would be permitted on the ground of what is 
yi'ry common in the millsj and occai^ions so short 
interruption of work. Distressing as it was to witne* 
I felt it less than you would suppose, from sheer habil 

* Then you don't think it a dangerous sign ?^ 
' I did not say that.' 

* What, then, on this earth can I do ? * 

* m tell you. Wc will set ourselves to work to fii 
out a change of empjuyuK^nt Cor her* I have known 
produce good efft^eia. Some of ihc; rooms arii coo! 
than others. The Messrs. Z. will not liatetij 1 fear 
rather their ov^erlookerj to any proposal for improving h< 
condition where s\Wr is ; but the gentleman who sent y< 
to our meeting has interest enoujrh to get her into a 
more comforEahle mill^ and w*i must prevail on him 
intorfrTe.' 

' Now, all the blessings I ^ a nd Richard's emoli< 
was so p;reat he could not fmish the sentence but 
clasping Hudson's hand and raising his tearful eyes 
heaven. 

* Thank you, my friend, I know your heart's desi 
for me, and it is sweet to have au interest ia eaeh olhei 
prayers. I feel for you in more ways than one, Richart 
you regard Helen ivlth something beyond a brotiiur\s atfa( 
tion^ and no wonder.' 

' I'm too y cmog to think of marrying, if thal^s what you 
mean/ Sitid the lad with manly £m\^kn^ss; ^ but I dares 
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say you are right. By the feel that came over me, when 
I saw her lay deadlike, I should not Itve lon^ after her.' 

' Ahj Richardj that is the lan5;uage of a heart that does 
not know the strength of the hotly it h lodged in. Some 
of ufi must live to close the gravt* over all that sweetened 
our lot below, whatever unwillln^icss we feel to survive 
them. Atid while God h;is work for us to do,' he added 
wifh fervor, ^ so be it !' 

' Now let us go back, Mr* Hudson. I promise you 
I'll keep very patietit, depending on your doijjtr what 
you say the very first thinj lo-morrow morning.' 

* Certainly, the very fct» if we faf' spared to see it: 
and 111 take you to the mill I spoke of, and show you all 
the rooms ; and then we can judge whi<rh will be the 
fittest for Helen*^ 

* Oh, I wish I knew how to thank you !' 

* It i3 not much I can do ; what 1 can 1 will. But re- 
member we have difficulties to em:ountcr yet, in more 
than one quarter.' 

* Pho f what care I for difHculties,' cried Richard^ with 
a flash of bis natural joyousnessj at the same time pitching 
hi^h into the air a small pebble that he had picked up. 
• Do you think I'm such a baby as to expect things to 
tumble out, of themselves, jyst as I would have them ? 
You lazy nianufacturers are so used to see the maehinery 
do your work lor you, that you can't judge of us field 
laborers, who carry all before us by mere strength and 
perseverance.* 

Hudson smiled : ' You have odd notions of machinery, 
?ny fine fellowj if you thiuk it does our work for us. It 
only makes us work*' 

*■ Little's the machinery 1 want to keep me agoing, when 
the work to be done is for the advantage of — we won't 
name no names, if you please, Mr. Hudson,' he continued 
more mervtly and archly than betbre ; ' and as to the great 
secret that*s between us now, aceording to your finding; 
out, mum ! not a word to any living soul.' 

* Of course not,' replied Hudson v ^ui ^a Vt ^^J2sew 
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Kic.hard*fi now bounding step up the creaking staira, 
sighed heavily over the recollection of his own ca 
lopes, and the sad presentiment of a coming blight on 
[those of his intecestyig compuniuti. 

Helen was porf^^ctly recovcrt^d ; and her anxiety to 
prove it induced a cheerfulness of manner that enliveneJ 
the whole partyj now compit'Led by the addition of VVilJy, 
The evening passed de light fully : it weis like one of their 
own cottage evenings ; and when parting in tho street^ 
Hudson reiterated ni^ promise of taking Richard to his 
friend's iniil the next day, after [it>asuUing with Mr. 

H , whom they were to see early. Uichard m 

cordially blessed himj and walked on to South's, repe 
ino^ to himself his conviction there was not such 
another perfect character in all the world as his new 
frifud. Even Mr. Barlow came short of hb standard 
just then, so full was the poor boy of that hope to which 
a young spirit cleaves as to its natural element. He saw 
no real difficulties in the way of Helen's removal to w 
his fancy pictured as n sphere of comparative enjoym 
in the superior mill ; and beyond that lay a vista ter 
nated by a cottage resembling the home of his iufan 
which he was at liberty to fit up as be pleased. Sw 
seemed the toils that were to earn that visionary inJep 
dence ; short and swift the years that must interve: 
before he might hope to rise so high in the squire's Si 
vice as to warrant the expectation. He fell to consid 
il^, on his now pleasant pillow, the respective merits 
woodbinesj jasmines, China roses, clematis, and ot 
candidates for the honor of overshadowing tiiat rus' 
porch where Helen was to sit, on a summer eveni 
and superintend the knitting of his infirm grandmothi 
while busily engaged in needlework for other branc 
of the family; and in the midst of bis fragrant pvrple 
ties the young gatdeJier fell asleep. 
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HuDsoi^, punctual tD liia appajntmenfe, brought the de* 
sired permiasion to visit hta friend's cotton-miilj togethei 
with an assurance from Mr, H. that he would do every' 
thing in his power to effect the admission of Helen irUt 
that establishment, at the saine time remindirig Huiijoi 
that difficQities might aris^,jiot easily to h^ surmounledi 
The afternoon was the tiinti Used onfor proceeding toth( 
factory^ situated seveFat miles from M, ; and as tliey 
crossed ^ome stubble-fields, where th« bright sun-beam, 
ffell warm and uncloudfd, while the little birds spurte 
around thpmj pet-ring for a grain of corn, or snatching from 
the bramble its ripening treasure, Richnrd telt as thon*^h 
the last tew duys h^td been passed in a feverish dreani^^H 
andmarvelk^d Pt tht? rflmf»mbrnnce of depression so sever^^B 
as to have already blanchf'd his cheek and dimmed hia^^ 
eye. * Let the mill be what it may,' said he, 'the situ- 
ation isenontjh to df^termine tne. Vvhy the vt^ry breath 
one drawn hwe is like new life after thathm-rid town.* 

^ Yes,' replied Hudsun, * at this hour aud under sucl 
a sky, I confess it is : but we must not for;^ei that the mill- 
work lasts from before sunrise till after sunset, mtist part 
of the year; and aa the ground lies low, nnwholesomw^^ 
mista Will rise early and kte. The situation ia nnt con-^H 
Bidered so heallhy as you might suppose ; at (east foi^H 
those who cannot enjoy the sunshine.' 

They soon quitted the iields^ approaching a sort of vil- 
lage composed of exceedingly i^<iQT, uYwiVa^"^ -^w^^kmi^ 
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cottages. The air lost much of Its freshness, seemluf^ 
impregnated by the smokti that rose from se^'oml tow< 
ing chimneys attached to buildings iliaproportionabiy low. 
Couspiouous in the niiJst, or nither oa the edge of the 
cluster, wholly drtached I'rom all the others, rose a lofty 
square fabric of imposing appearance, to which Hudsoii 
pointedj sayingj * There's our mill.' 

' Indeed !' exclaimed Richard, ' why that's a noble- 
looking place^ to be sure. And only tiee, Mr. Hudson, 
how the sun shines upon all the windows on that side. 
Ay, and it's plain he must shine there alt day, for I can 
see throngh it^ the glusses are so plenty, and I see it's 
open to the south-oast aa well nn to the south-west.' 

' All the rooms are lighted ou three sides, 1 believe,' 
observed Hudson. 

' Wliat a size they must be ! ComOj this is a deal better 
that! I thought ; and there ean be no want of fresh 
in it/ 
f Hudson shook his head; * The windows are uevsropei 

r ' That's bad : but rooms so large must be airy of them- 

selves^ and cheerful too they can't help heijogj with so 
much sunshine.* 

' You see it under every advantage,' said Hudson, ' ai^H 
must judge accordingly.' ^H 

I Thry now ent*»red a long archway, where Hudson iti- 

quired for the principal acting malinger, who soon appear- 
ed, and conducted them up a flight of stone stairs. M 
! bring- you hero first,' satd he to Richard, ' instead of taking 
I you m a regular way through the toonis, because I have 
' some orders lo give respecting the machinery.' Thus 
speakings he opened a door, and theyonih stood in mute 
■ astonishment at the scene presented to him. 
I The apartment, though large, was by no means hi; 

I in proportion to its size; and along the ceiling, close 
placed together, ran a uumber of black leather straps, a 
; tached to wheels and pulleys, every oym of which was 
; the most rapid motion, accompanied by a noise suificieni 
to drown any voice not raised to a painful pitch. On tl 
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floor stoCNi a vast number of frames, seemingly all iroi 
with just spatiesufljciciit between them loallow a paasag* 
for tbe (jperations of their atlemluiilSK These were chieHi 
girls, dirty, barefooted, and gloorny-looking, who cast a' 
cold glance on the strangers, and pursued their work, 
which consisted in watehinji the movement:* of immnier- 
able eon es of cotton, the threads bL-iiig stipjilied Uy r»ii 
chiiiery, which also kept the spindles jierpetuaily revolv- 
ing, each when fdled requiring to he replaced by another 
The party walked round i\\e. room , but no variety appear 
ed in the occupation : each frame t^xactly resembled th 
rest ; each had its own leather straps running on their 
pulleys ; and its own wheel, or liver, fixed against the 
ceiling as it appeared, whirling round with the same 
rapidity, the same monotonous noise us its fellows. The 
same mechanical ejiiploymejit occupied each indh^^idual 
laborer — a human piece of mechanism, attached to those 
of iron and leather, passing to and iVo within a confined 
spacoj w^ith an air of vacant liytlessness such as Richard 
had never beheld among any class of work-people. The 
air of the room, if air it mii^^ht be called, which felt more 
like the absence of that refl-eshing element, was oppres- 
sive to a most sickening degree j its prevailing savor wa,s 
that of rank oil, necessarily used in great quantities for 
the suppling the leather, and £^reasing the macbinery ; ihe 
temperature was dreadfully high, and a lightness came on 
his chest, that rendered the operation of hreathliiji^ quite 
laborious. Every minute brought an increase uf these op- 
pressive sensations, and glad he was wheu the nmnage 
opening a door, conducted them into another apartmen 
divided by a wooden partition froni the former. 

This contained the master-power, the mighty engim 
that kept everything in motion* An immense iron wheel 
of which onJy the upper half appeared above the iloor 
and reached to the roof, raised high toaflbrd it space, was 
making its rapid revolutionsj by means of two enormous 
jointaof the same metal, that, playing from above, alte 
nately raised and depressed whvuX WvcWxvi,^^vl\i!i.\ia:J 
23 
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calktl the handles of the wheel. The pulsation of the 
hoanVmg an which he t^tifod, as the ihunJcrlag strokes 
fell rapidly upon hts car, ahnost tlisuiayod Liie astoiiishttd 
rustic, aiiii hu shrank with caulit>i]s eje from approaching 
the narrovs" cho.'itn wiLliiu which the %vheel was carried 
round with sut-'h a tienu-^iidous sweep. JVear the door 
was a tall upright framn, round which two lar^e iron 
halb wtfre wliirlcd at the cxtremhy of atruzag rode. 
Kverylliin^ wns on a scalt 50 j^iganlicj t!io mutjon wi 
so impetuous, the noise so deafening, that he feltstuDU 

When they nHurned to the work-room the tnau 
poititud to a woiKh!n framp, rt^achintj hi«^h from the floor, 
and said, * You^l^s wh box olT our inachinr^ry.' 

^ What doL^s h& m^an V asked Uieliard, as the other 
slopped to give soma order, 

' Thore is a very dangerous thing, called an upright 
shaft^ in that box/ repli^^id Hudiion, ' It kueps constan: 
in rapid motion, and when itrl'L expost'dj v<^ry dreadful 
jury \s inflicted, and oftf^i itidtanl death to the p 
children ^vha are caught ia paswog it.' 

' Can any tuortal nmn be no wickedly cruel,' said Rich 
ard : * nothing should bribe nie to let Mary or Willy evei 
go near such works,* 

Hudson shook hia head; ' Mary must pasa it many 
times in a dajj in Mr. i^.'a mill ; and it h not until some 
severe measures have been taken that i}uv factory gen- 
tlemen in general aie brought to box it otT, as you see 
hero. That is one of the cryinc; evil^ against which our 
friends direct Ihcir strong efiorts.' 

Richard made some remark, of v.-hich the word ' mur- 
dering' alone reached hb friend's ear. They Were now 
again in the room first entered, and the opprt*ssion seemed 
to fall more heavily than before on hJs lun^s. ' At any 
rate,' said he, ' Helen shan't eome to thi* room. A 
baker^s oven would be as coinfortablcj and a deal moie 
wholesome.' ^H 

The next room, howerer, was no better ; the m^^l 
chioery was simWax m appHatattc^-y^ivaM^ti belonging to 
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a different stage of the work ; the eoiployment uf 
laborers was not the same, but the a:ipect precisely su 
and the almosphcric evil not one wliit ameliorated. 
Richard walked round as before, Hudson kecpitig the 
manager in conversation, aud anxiously did he look for 
some token of cheerfuluess, or eveu of ordinary intetli- 
genccy among the young people. Maiiy had features 
svideatly formed to fcxprcsa it ; and some woie an air of 
boldness far from agreeable ; but the sauae absence of 
all that characterizes the youthful countenance still pre- 
vailed ; the same look of gloom and Ibtlessness, the same 
measured movement, attendant on that of the whirluig 
machitiery about them. 

' 1 am sick of the sight of those twirling bobbins/ said 
he. to Hudtjon : ' is the whole place full of iheni r' 

' Noy "we are going through the factory the wrong way^ 
and shall end^ I suppose, where the work begins. You 
will soon see the cotton preparing for this stage of twist- 
ingand filling*' 

They next found themselvea in a room crowded with 
low iron frames, of which the front parts advanced and 
receded iu perpetual motion, just leaving space between 
for the girls to stand. Threads were stretched upon the 
framesj which incessantly snapped, and the laborer's 
office was to catch and piece the separated ends. 

* This is Mary's work^' said Hudson ; ' and Kaiy'^^^ 
is to creep uuderntath and pull ofi'the loose cotton.^ ^H 

* Whjj she would be crushed to death.' ^H 

* Habit makes her expert in avoiding the danger j but 
you see it Ih fatiguing, and the least heedlessness would 
be dangerous.' 

Kichard both aaw and felt it 5 a new impression with 
regard to fac lory- work was fast taking place of tht^ ibr- 
nter one^ but he said liLlle, 

They soon found themselves in an apartment whe 
the machinery ami the labor were wholly dissimilar 
The former consi^sted of enormous cylindui's, ^Ued 
above another, and covered ^wit-b. amQ\et^t t^sa^^V 
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"Was raised to adintt of the necessary operation, perform 
ed chiefly by men : but a number of girls and yam 
women were also emplo3'^ed in looking to (he deep c; 
wliL-re the cotton, rent to piecea by the cylinders, w, 
thrown tiut iti beautillil Sakca. These rapidly fillec!, ani 
when full were taken away, bdnn; replaced by empi 
ones. There \vaSj howt*ver, a worse annoyance in ths 
room than in any of the preceding ; the flue — fine parlS 
cles of cotton wool — so imprecated the air, that Richai 
sjoon found not ojily Ids coal covered, but his throat [\u*H 
with them. At iirst lie had preferred tiiJs branch of the 
work J but the irritating effect of tlie tlue was tormenting, 

'■ This is Helen's department,' said Hudson. 

* This !' and Richard looked round him with painful 
cmiosity. Just then, the hour for lea arrived, nnd a sig- 
nal bqjng giveiij the whole machinery at the san^e in- 
stant stood still. The manager apologized for leavii 
them, saying he would be back in a quarter of an houli 
and Richard eagerly watched the efiectoulhe laborers 
this short respite from toih 

Tliere were no seats ; they gathered themselves I'i 
groups, or stood singly leaning against the fiances, 
sat down on the iloofy hastily swallowing whatever thel 
had brought lor the meal. Of course, it was ahunJantlj 

ixed with Hue ; but this appeared a less evil in Rid 
*a eyti than the mixing of young people of differei 
cs, and the sort of conversation that seemed to 
passing among them. Many, indeed, appeared to thinl 
of nothing but the luxury of a short rest on the floor fo 
their weary bodies ; but evidently there was a great del 
going on, in an under tone, that would not have ban 
publishing. He became impatient, and said, ' Let us ^ 
back to soKie of the rooms we have seen; for 1 want 
find out one where they arc more comfortable— and moi 
safe,' he added, after a pause, 

The search, however, was fruitless, so far as comfol 
was concerned, in these rooms the girls with dillicullj 
sqaaited Ihemaelves in smaW pa.t\.\e,s l3^^;m eeo. ^h.^ vo^ 
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of frames, which ran quite across th&m. The same as- 
pect of exhaustiyn, the same vacancy, and lack of youlh- 
fiil aniinalion prevailed. Hollow cheeky, heavy eyes, 
narrow chests and sloopiag shouldersj met the iaquiiiDg 
gaze at every turn, Discontentj not noisy or aciivB, 
But gloomy and siletil, seemed i:n{)ressed on all, togc^thor 
with a sort of helplesj resignation, to what they knt^w 
must be. Hudson spoke often and kiadly as he passed 
them, but seldom got a rt^ply- — never a cheerful one. 
Their minds seemed to stagnate, their spirits to have 
wholly evaporated, and a sort of iiiUiHerence, the furthest 
possibly removed from all feeling of enjo^Tuentj reigned 
supreme. The time allowed for their meal soon expired ; 
in a moment every wheel was 9ying round, every strap 
in motion, every little spindle rtsvolving in it^ place, and 
with heavy step the uttendants resumed their statLoDs, 
pursumg the same monotonous work, which if Kichard 
had been a classical scholar, he might aptly have com- 
pared to the punishment of Sisyphus. 

The manager now rejoined them, and Richard saw 
the rt'mainin^ departments ; the first and last stages ; the 
weighing and rolling, and carding and drawing out of the 
raw material; the winding and tsarting and packing of 
the finished thread ; but though sonte oi' the rooms en- 
jo^'ed more ventihitionj and wer*? lesa oppr&ssively Ikeated 
than others, he saw nothing to cheer him ; and they had 
parsed the outer gate some minules before he broke silence. 

' How diffjrent a mill is from all I had fancied !' 

' What did you expect V 

' Why, I supposed it was a dark, dismal-looking place, 
where the people had to run abaut, and work very fiu^t, 
with a great deal on their minds, and a world of man- 
agement necessary, but this is nothing of the sort.' 

' Then you find it better than you expected V 

* Better ! no ; fifty times worse. You see, i'ra used 

to hard labor, and can't say hut I sometimes get more 

than ] like uf out-door work in all weathers ; htil Uia^x^ 

Mr. Hudson^ I have worked like a ma.'a^iMiVX^*:.'^.^^ 

23* 
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and pulley. My mine! has gone along with my LatiL 
an*! I kad something to keep me in r^uctnbraiite that 
was better than the spude 1 dug with. I never was idljj 
disposed ; but if fatigue came over me for a mhiute 
so, I could stop my K^J^di^ and rest upon it ■ U Uidn't di 
ofitself^ and force my foot to follow it.' 

* That last,' said Iludscnj ' ia the most reasonable p£ 
of your rotnajk. As to the first, if you consider, thei 
is fiome room for thought iu the work you have just scei 
A machine can't put thti cotton in the scales, or te| 
vrhen the threads break, and piece thotu, or reckon thil 
bales, and ticket them ; or ' 

*lt's all very Ituc; but tell me what it is makes the 
pcoplt? Jouk so like machines, if they tlon't feel so ?' 

'Many thinj^s, Green, assist to produce that eflect. 
Did not ihe air of thvr room oppress you V 

' Indeed U did. Sometimes in summer, just before a 
gieat thunder-ettirm, I hy.vo felt ns if I was pent up in a 
box, with a weight on my head, and really got cjuite 
dizay for a while - but though that is the nearest thing I^ 
con think of to liken it tt>, those rooms were hfty, oy* 
five hundred llinC'S worse. The weight seemed to 
not only on my head^ but all over me -, and then ll 
sickening smell and the whirring noise— PU leU yt 
■what, the first few days in a factory would make me il 
and when I got over that, 1 should become stupid*' 

' Yon have ansu'ercd your own question so far. If 
had no other plea for short hours and a frequent chans 
of hands, the dreadful heat and unwholosomeness of tl 
atmosphere would be enough. You may suppose whi 
it must be when thp gas is lighted, adding; to ih*^ closi 
ness and the bad smell of the place ; ill winler they 
quire it for many huursi, morning and evening* Th 
the sunshine, cheerful as it would olherwi,yc be, com 
in at those endless windows with such power as to br( 
*hc poor creatures, and make them wish it away, instead 
of rejoicing in its brightness.' 

' ADoihet thing,' said KicWA, *■ ^^ l^ifc ciatis.ta.iit $taad- 
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yngy antl just fidgetting about \vjlhin such a narrow space, ^M 
in those rooms whsre we first went ; the others are bet- 
ter as to giving more libertyj but ihc cotton tlies a^bout i, 
so much In them a.^ to injurtj, 1 should think, everyhody-^B 
that breathes then^.' ^V 

' It killB iniiny. Did yau see the little boy silting in a 
heap of the i-aw cotton^ awallowinghis porLiun quite in a 
cloud of flue?' 

' Yes J a ragged, miserable-looking creature he was, 
I uoliced his famished face as ha munched that hard, 
»iiou!dy crust.' 

' But generally the laborers in that mill are remarkable 
for a favopflble appearance. They are examined by a 
strictly consoientious surQ;t>on, who is also frequently 
taken through the rooms to judge whether any of Ihe peo- 
ple are getting sickly ■, in which case they arc removed.' 

Richard stared, * Why, Mr- Hudson, what do you 
call sickly if those pdej yellow creatures^ with cheeks 
sunk in, and narrow IkccSj were not so ?' 

' I can assure you, Green, you have seen the healthi- 
est and best-regulated mill in M.; nay, one of the hest 
in iilngland. There Is no one in it Avho even looks len- 
der a|pe ; and every public rule is most strictly obeyed, 
together with many excellent ones laid down by Uie 
owner for the benefit and comfort of his people. The 
inspectors hold it up as a pattern to everybody, and as n ^^ 
proof of what may be done to aoflen and improve tho^^J 
system. The poor people would ilock to it from every ^^ 
clher establishment, only for a strict regulation lo the 
contrary on the part of the owner; and it m to lE^et ovrr 
this, in Helen's favor, that I fear we shall find a ditliculty.' 

'It will not matter; for i don't want to bring her 
iiere.' 

'Why so?' 

' I tell you,' said Richard, impatiently, ' it would turfl 
her into a stone. She would droop and die. Twelvt^ ' 
hour? !' he repeated, * twelve hours a. da^ 's.K'sJ., ^h;^ ^ 
sach a phccj and in suck tompun^ \ Is^^^^ ^^^ ^ 



Dack to tlie country^ and weed in the fields, or feed a 
farmer's pigs — anything but such a life o^ this.' 

Hudson looked gn^atly dLsirfssed. lit; could not bear 
teU the irritated youlh how very much wofse tn tvery res 
jit'ctwa3the i^lace silt; at presL'Ht labored in, compared wil 
that which Iht^y had visited. Long habit had so familji 
ized hiiijwilh themoody^ vacant looks of the factory-labot 
^rs^that he did not expect they would hiive madesostrui 
an impression on the mind of his companion, in fact ]| 
is the peculiar feature that slrikcsi a visitor wbose »tt{>j 
tion is in any nicaaurL' directed to the counti^nancea of il 
mill-people. Seen nt their work^ they are a commun:t) 
of automata. iS'othing seeiris to animate them. Ti 
cold Ibtlp^sae.B^s uf thi^ir IouLj bends a chill to the be: 
of tht; spoctiiturt who, if he fctd rightly, munt feel it 
degradation to hia siK.*cii-s to be chained, as it were, to a 
purcel of tiftnselcss machin^ny, coufuseii by its dioj and 
' forced to obey its moveiiLents with aoarcely sm interval 
' for thought or for repose. This is tho case where the 
I Jaborers are principally adults ; not in the mocking sense 
I of having ' the sLivni^lh and appearatica of fourteen 
I years \^ bwt really youug men Eind womeu, The cheer- 
less though noisy monotony of thuir lives ; the lotal ab- 
sence of all that Clin elevate the miud, even &o far as an 
habitual conletJiptation of God's works elevates that of 
' th*^ plough-boy^ or expands it into sotilat kindliness among' 
loving kindred, or pleasant t^ompanions- — this stamps thu 

I character of vaeaiiey, st.*UishneeS, and gloom* on face* 
that shoulJ beam with tht gladness^ if not with the jiiLclli- 
gence, uf youth. The gentle spring-time of life is chock- 
t'd, itiii budding promiaea nipped and blighted by the un- 
I kindhnesa of an atmosphere such as God never made, 
I and such' as mau could never hav*' prepared for liis fel- 
I lows to pine in, had not the lust of p:old steeled his lieart 
I against tsvery pleading humanity. Machinery yields an 
I innnen^e profit ; therefore machinery must b*^ cared 
for ; and the question is, nut by what means th^ 
ddeterJDua elFccta accumpatvym^ its operations might 
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I be miti^atcc!, if they cannot be neutralized, to the labor- 

f ers attendant on its iiiovemfiits ; but how nmy ihose 

I inovemetita be quiokcued iuLo tfu-lbld velocity, iirrspec- 

I tive oF the tenfold injury iutliclcd ou the poor, who, for 

' a morsel of bread, are compelled to link tiiemselvca taits 

I Mlieyls, and to bury tht^nisi'I vt's in Lbf heat of its cauldrons. 

' This refers to such a55 may he supposed of 3i^e to 

I choose for themselves i and Richard had remarked molh- 

' era, probably, of grown-up families, engaged in all the 

' depart riit^nLs, with elderly men^ fttid tlto.«e of middle n^e, 

^ mingled in the throng, particalarly wbt-iL' the great card- 

' ing-machines threw out their tlue so abundantly. They, 

' of course, were under no cnmpulsioti, save that of pov- 

' erty j and had they rather ehost'u to atiirve, they had IJb- 

' erty so to do ; but an inimciiae prnportion of the handa 

eniployed in the mills are mere children, driven thither 

'by parental authority; their time, their healtlij their 

I lives re giirdcd as a bare matter of merchandize between 

' two parties, of whojn the one was eagiT to grasp what- 

I ever the commodity would fetch, and the other to wring 

out from his helpless purchase the utmost value that it 

' "vvas capable of producing. The one careful to exiiedite 

his child to the Ecene of exhausting bbor \ the olht»r to 

' expedite his wheels and apindles with the least poasibie 

' intermission while those poor little finders and fct-t are at 

' his disposal : the one counting bis pence, the other his 

' packages ; and each jejilous ICnSt he should have failed 

I to extract full profit from the withering frame of his hu- 

' man maehiue. And us is the child, so ia the dreadful 

j responsibility bandied from the one to tlie other. 

' ' I support my children,^ says the father, 'and being a 

poor man, I mu.st not keep thein idle ; they must do what 

they can to help. I hire thorn out to a gentleman to 

serve him, and if he overworks them the blame is his. 1 

can^t interfere with his establiabment — I lake it for grant* 

ed he knowa his duty, being an educated gentleman, with 

a family of his own probably; and of cours*i he will^ia 

what is right.^ 
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' I ]ivo by tliG product of my mills,' says the maoufac- 
turor, ' 1 !ju.ve laid out iiiiineusesums on filtiiij^iht^m up, 
atid in hiving in an ftbundaiit stock of the ruw maluml. 
1 !javu an ujidoubled ri^liL \o make what i>m!ii ] cim on 
this costly aptL-ulmion, and to do so 1 must iivail my- 
self U) the toll oi" Ur' capabihties of my works. It b 
ijot lor nici to jud^e whnt oilur people's children art? coiii- 
poltiU to do ; 1 Icavi! tliat to tlieir legitimate guardians, 
%vho must know the nature and extent both ot' ihejriibiji* 
tiea atid my rttjuiremenU, If thirst! ^uuvdiuiis accept 
my tt^rms, iiiid placet iht'ir liule ontis at my tiispo^sal, I 
am bound to coniilude that they are fully uble to keep 
pact; with my i:iiiicliiaery^ and L must compel tljeiii so to 
do, or I lose unjustly in tht; bargain. If they are mifil 
for thu task, let those answer for the consequences who 
voluntarily send them to mc,' 

Voluntarily ! — No, it Is not a voluntary act. You 
well know that the cravings of nature must he satisfied ; 
and though your poverty-stricken brother asks no more 
than the dry mori^el from which your panij^ered dog 
Avould turn away, still without tliat uiolsl'I hi.-^ caubot ex- 
ist. You enter tacitly, at k'ust, iiiio a confederacy with 
your woftlthy compeers, and leave him no option bctweea 
actual starvation and a compact whereby he obtains a 
scanty meal, and ii shelter frum the inclement sky, at the 
price of his own ur hi:^ children's Jife-blooJ. With <jne 
hand you njggai'dly supply that vital stream, with the 
other you cu|>iously drain it away j and when by tills 
sure process of daily ilimiiuition you have left only the 
breathless earcjise, your progress, rollini; aloii^ the middle 
way iu your luxurious carriage, or guidins; the full-fed 
steed upon its track, will not bo impeded hy 3011 misei'a- 
ble group, who, stealing ]iast upoa the narrow causeway, 
follow a pauper's funeral. Those well-woj-n cloaks of 
rusty blaek are but thrown on, bj- parochial charity, for 
the occasion ; the interminable toil of those now lifeless 
Umbs, ihouf^h li supplied you with the rich caparisons 
that you glory in dvspkyit*^, could not lay hy the 5uper- 
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fluity of a burial fee for Ihe victim, nor proinde a mourn- 
ing garment for ihe hearl-brokfu, conscience-strickt'ii 
survivors. And why conscience-stricken ? If thej squan- 
dered in .strong dnukj or approprbUd in idleness tliR 
child's earningSj they have indpod a lorrihte item to an- 
swer foi* in your common iifcount with God : hut if thne 
was ut> alLeraative — if nulhiiij^ short of vi^t^allh would 
satisfy you, where nothing short of early denlructioii lo 
othi?rs was its probable, its almost inevitable prici.^ — then 
will they sstaiid^ not us fellow-culprits, bi-side you, liutas 
Qccusin<5 wiliiL^sse^ against youi- soul 5 at the day when 
worldly richca cttmiot avnil ; when worldly honors shall 
be proved n mocking draam j and when worldly graii- 
fications shuU but he remembered to frharpen the ^naw- 
itlgs of the worm that dielli ni>t ; and to i^uickeu Ihu buni- 
ijigs of the fire that shall not bt* qoenL^hcd. 

' What a pretty piri 13 that f rt-markt'd a vi^iltor to the 
junior membt^r of an extensive cottoa firm, who was ex- 
hibiting to him the ditfi'rent dppaitKieiits of the mill. 
*■ What a fine creature she will be at twenty V 

The youn!^i;ent](?maii booked at the beautiful creature 
pointed out^ then glanced hia eyo over the whole throng; 
of her yontiiful companions, and turnlni^ it on the visitor 
witb a siQ;nilicant leer, qui^'lly answered in an iinder- 
tonCj — * Thi?re are not many in this room who will livn 
to be twenty I' 

When Richaid Greien returned home^ lie found his 
gratidmothiM' in ronsiderable iilarmj while a roarsu-look- 
ing man Wfts tidkin;^' in the loud tone of sfdf-satisfied su- 
periority, evidently cujoyini; her tri^'pidatinn^ 'And so, 
good woman, as 1 satd before, fin^ words won't butter no 
parsnips. 'Tisj all ri<,^hl ami becomiiiif of you to thiuik 
me lot waititi'^ so lon2^ ; hut as I am not gomg lo wait 
tonffer, down, I jjay, with the rent.' 

Richard's enlrttnci^ appraied tt* in<:rea.se the widow's 
ilistre.4H : she looked nppealingly at him, not to iijvite bnt 
10 dejirtcatu his interference, H^ understf>od hev,v\tx'l 
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crossed over to Jatnes,who placed a cold trembling haixJ 
in his, but. spokti uot, 

' 1 don't belit^vt.',' contiuucU the landlord, looking 
round hUn, ^ that all thi.^sc slicks yoii*ve got h^re would 
fetch thf seven anU sixpfnc*?, to say nothing; of costs ; bui 
hy way of example to the neigMiora [ shall bt; forced to 
f^xecute. I'v*^ a deal of properly in lhi3 court,' he con- 
tinued, j>oriipoualy drawiiij^ him!»elf up, * and what's to 
become of my rents if tenants go oti for a matter of th 
weeks together without paying n rapr' 

' Give me lill the beginning of next week, Mr. Sc 
and 1 promiit: you St shall all be paid.' 

* I wou't^ indeed 1 won't ; fori can't 1 woman. 1 muat 
buy stock Ibf my trade, or how can 1 live ? You have 
^hikirtu in the luilljand they gel their wages punctual; 
but 1, a respectable tradesman, son^s in my bili to ihe 
samG partieSj and is told by the footman to call again. 
They forget my account, becaust^ 'Lis too small for their 
bin; pockets ; and you refuse it because it's too big for 
vour little oiiej hey, missus i" 

If any one of ihf party had laugJied at his facelioua- 
nessj it is probable that Mr. Scolt, s*- ho set up for a wit in 
his way, would liave been uiollifieti; but hi^j auditors 
were m no laughing mood, and he became more lofty 
than ever. 

^ I tell yp, 'tis no use talking: the money lo^ay, or an 
exer.ulion to-morrow.' 

liichard hi\d remained ajlent : his 6rst impulse was to 
be lou^h ; for his spirit was strangely chafed ; but a bel- 
ter feelinf^ prevailed, and he spoke with his usual civility. 

* I'm sorry, sir, my graudniolhcT has been ohiiged to 
keep you waiting : but perhaps you will consider ho^^_ 
much illness ihere has bten m ibe family, and take h^H 
proniise now. Vm sure she will keep it.' ^^ 

' Why, you are a civil-spoken lad, and well dressed 
too : how came you here V 

*■ I came to M. ou bui^inessj foi a genlleman In Sufiblk ' 

* Who did you come to ?' 
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* Mr. II. at the great hoase on the hill' 

' Tlie gpoat house on the Wtli f lia ! ha ! we've gT-eat 
houses eiio^v^ and hills enow, about this big towji. How- 
ever, I know who you mean ; and iVe some notion of 
obliging yon. Let me see; spvon and sixpenrp, and 
two an3 sixpence. Well, old woman, Fii cull on you 
when this week, that began yeslprtlay, is out ^ and^wu'U 
coma down with your ten shillings, will you ?* 

* I will, God helping me,' t'altei-ed the widow. 

* Doo^'t forget then : I can tell you if it hadu't bfif n for 
tliat young fellow speaking so respectfully, I'd have been 
an good as my word : not for any ill-will 1 btjar you, but 
to set tin example, as 1 told you before.' He nodded and 
went out. 

The widow ran to Richard, and leaning on hisshoufder 
exclaimed, while hep tears streamed fastj * 1 would fain 
have hid this from you, my child ! * 

' That is the worst of it, granny: you conceal from me 
things that I nr>ustknow, soontr or latefj instead ofsjieak- 
Ing out now I am here to consult with you. And you 
may speak out,' he added, mournfuHy, 'for I can't welt 
be more ndserabio than 1 am.' 

A full (Explanation was at length giv-en; and the fact 
appeared plain, that with all Ihefr strugglini^ they could 
barely live upon the earniu^s of the three who lai>ored 
for iheni. Among other thrngs^ the system of forfeitures 
had been rigidly enforced against Miiry, whose conipa- 
tilons easily provoked her, by noise and in other waya^ to 
incur the tine; and many a sixpence was thus stopped 
out of her wages. The overlooker never inquired into 
particulars, nor listened to any mitigatmg statement : he 
had redoubled hi^ vigilance since the informatioii was 
laid against him for ill-treating her, and carefully vtsiitcd 
every infrmgementof the rules with the penalty. Against 
thtfi there was no appeal : the rules were hung up in the 
work-rooin, with the exact sum to be paid for any breach 
of Ihem, and the fact once proved, the conacf^uence vraa 
linevitabJe, This ailbrded & st^d ta«^tXk& ol o^^\^i:»,-i\Ri&.'v 
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Aome cases ; for the children naturally thought lesa of a 
pecuniarv loss falling on their parents than of prescDi 
'severity to themselves ; ailhough in the irritation of dis- 
I Appointment ihey rarely escaped double punishment at 
rbome. Some protection against idlenesa and iosubordi- 
'aatjon on the part of his laborers, the employer must, 
in common justice, have ; and of the two, this plan of 
penalties is undoubtedly the best : but that tnaster-evit^ 
the want of due inquiry lalo the temper and habits of 
the men to whom are committed the persons, the prioei* 
pies, the interests of so many young creatures, and the 
absence of a wholesome restraint on their bad propeasi- 
ties, poisons the fouotain-headj and carries corruption 
through the whole mass. 

Mary Green needed a strict hand to control her rebel- 
lious dispi^sition ; and she found one perfectly ready to 
do it, not for her good or for the ad\'aiituge of their mtitua} 
employer, but irom personal dislike. She saw ihia, and 
resentment quickened her hot temper to more frpquent 
ebullitions, which generally ended in an open breach of 
some fjtanding rulcj and the imposition of its attendant 
fine. 

These deducliona formed no mconsidcrable item in 
the widow's list of losses j Richard had volunteered to 
make out an exact scale of their income and expendi- 
ture, in order to discover where the chief deficiency oB 
the one hand^ or extra expense on the olher, lay: 
first was soon calculated and noted down, the latter 
luctantly given, for the poor old woman well knew hi 
her boy's affectionate heart would he wi-un^ bv 
miserable insufficiency of their diet and fuel ; but Tic woi 
not be baffled, and many a lime was the cull' of 
jacket drawn across his eyes while writtng the parlii 
hirs. At last he threw the pen from him, excUii 
' Granny, the work-house is better than this.' 

* The work-house, Richard, is not open to those 
■ aie ttble to labor^ as we arCj and can find employmei 
' Able ! ^ thought the boy, w ho ga^ed at the withei 
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hand which genllj^ replaced the pun in his. * Well, 
dearest granny, we will look all these thing* in the face : 
go on.' 

The account was fmishcd, and he said, * Poor aa your 
fare is, and not enough to support you properly, still it 
comes pretty niVh within your gains. I cati'L make out 
the deficiency.' 

He was then told of Mary's continual forfoits^ whieh 
exasperated him : ' Arc they not content with kicWifij^ 
her about, but must they wrest her earnings Irom her 
too?' 

The widow told him that it could not be avoided ; 
Mary's coaduct really provoking the penalty, as KuLy 
herself had been obliged to admit, when closely ques- 
tioned ; Helen ovroboratihg it. She had reasoned and 
pleaded with the child, but to no purpose, and they must 
patiently wait tUl God gav^- her a hetter mind. 

* I shflli talk to her though,' observed Richard, ' and 
try if all my influence ia gone. But, oh, granny, those 
mills are fearful places f 1 felt as if the hot, unnatural 
air w^ould melt away all that was good for anytiiing in 
jxie, ancpleave rae like one of the senseless machinea, to 
do just whatever 1 was set about, ri^ht or wrong ; and 
you know what advantages the devil will take of that 
state of mind.^ Then, after a pause, he exclaimed, 
* Helen must be an angel 1o stand it all, and to get better 
und belter, while the rest go to ruin.* 

' She is no angel,' said Jamesj whom they supposed to 
be asleep, * but a poor sinful mortal ; yet a dear child of 
God, living by faith, and ripening for glory.' 

Hichard''s brow contracted. ' Must everybodybe dying 
who lives like a Chriatian? VVhy does not Hudson die 
then?' 

I * Some of us die for our good, brother ; and Bome of us 
jlive for the gOi>d of others*' 

* Wf^U^ rlarling Jem, we "Won't argue about thui,' he re- 
jplied, kissing the cold damp brow of the patient auilbrer, 

[y wish it might please the Loti\ ^o \ft\i >j^>i\v«e.Sssi^' 
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my good, and Vd work tbe flesh off my bones for you, 
James ; indeed 1 would.' 

' I don^t doubt it : but He who loves me better than 
even you do is ^oing la tu.ke me honie soon; very soon, M^e 
added, with emphasis, 

Riohard ga^ed oti bim ; then starting up, he said, 4 
muit^tJ this minute to Mr. H.^ for ht* bade oje be ihvvv. 

The day after to-morrow — early in the momins; ' 

He thn^w huTiself on his ktioes beside the widow's chairj 
RTtd cl33pmg his arms round her, wept and sobbed like an 
iafajit. 

I And oh, how ihat inalernal bosom yearned aver the 
ichild so often ciadled upon it ! She had jio words 
comfort for him ; her own heart was t^^o full for speec] 
she could but mingle her tears with his. James wl 
pertid, ' It will do him good ; he wanted sach a relief/ 
Hts was right; Richard, with swolk^n eyia, but a calm« 
spirit, took his haL, and with an affectionate farewell re- 
paired to the great house on the hill, where Hudson had 
prepitred for bim a more' than usually kind rt'^eption 
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Mr. H, was one of those bappy individualsj who, with 
the meajis^ possess the will Lo benefit thuir icUow-crea- 
tureS- He was not a mill-owner, nor, except with the 
most benevolent of that class, was he a popular charac- 
ter among them. The great paint of diflVrence between 
Mr. H. and the generality of hia manufacturing frienda 
consisted in this ; that whereus they conijidersd the per- 
aonal interests of master and laborer to bothinga not only 
jfreconcileable, but diamttrically opposed one to unotlier, 
he regarded th«m as identical* They looked on him as 
their enemy, because he was the avowed, uncompromising 
friend of their work-people, more particularly interesting 
himself on behalf of the children. He could not convince 
them, nor could they uncon^nnce him, that even on the 
grounds of worldly policy, they would thrive better by 
making iess haste to be rich at the expense of involving 
their fellow-creatures in no much midcry and iiin. They 
wished he had a mill, and nothing else toi^ubsist by, con- 
fident that the pleadinarg of aelf-interest would soon stifle 
the voice of Qui^cotic benevolence : he was thankful to 
be spared the temptation ; but felt confident that if (ex- 
posed to it his principles would stand the test, imbibed 
as they were at the fountain of truth, and nourished by 
its streams. 

When Richard Green appeared before him this eve- 
ning, Mr. H. ent^ed at once on the subje,ct «C tW. W,\.c 
which he had Wsitedj asking what kn^Ti^ssvciti. \\. 
made on his wind, 
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* Indeed, sifj I can't say it was a pleasant one, I nerer 
saw a place of the kind before', so could not judge 
its advantages above others ; and having always be( 
used to fielil-laborj near the aea, 1 could bar<lly iancy m] 
self living for a we*fk in such a pent*up, sicldy plaf 
with the smell, and the noiae, and the wcarisouieness of 
doing the same thing over and overall day long,' 

* IJul you must do that in almost any business. For 
instance, in ploughing a field don't you go ou much in 
the same way P 

* 1 don't plough all the year round, sir ; nor always in 
one field. Besides, nothing out of doors can be like 
those hot rooms.' 

' Well, what say you to a blacksmith's shop? There 
is violent iieat, and smoke, and noise and confinement.* 

' Oh, but, sir, if you please, there's a deal of skill 
needed to become a good smith, and be able to set up fcff 
oneself soon. Then, too, a man likes to feel the strength 
that's in his arm, and I hope you see the dilltireDce bt 
tween hammering a bar of iron and frittering bits 
cotton, sir P 

Richard, animated by this theme, suited the actioD 
the word, and Mr. G., as he marked the proud swing 
a muscular arm, rejoiced in his heart that some of Eaj 
land^s athletic yeomanry were still left to pursue the 
manly occupations. 

*■ I suppose,' said he, smiling, ^you would not obji 
to be a miner, shut out from day-light, and fathonos del 
from the air of heaven/ 

* 1 don't know that, sir ; there are no mines itimypi 
of the countryj and 1 always think God suits the peo| 
to the sort of work he has prepared for them in the 
own places. Not that 1 believe any Englishnriun is mac 
to be stewed for twelve hours a day in such a place aa 
visited this morning, which, to be sure, is none of Got 
making. However, sir, 1 would engage in the mines t( 

rrow, and do my best in that gloomy plac« ; ai^d at 



m 
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any rata my heart wouldn''t be paiued by seeing weak 
women and young children pining about nie. They vi ould 
breathe the iresh air ; aod it my work was dark aad hardj 
it would be lightened by knowing that the wages would 
keep them in freedom and coinibrl-* 

'You are a noble young fellow, Green. I wish J 
could rouse such a mauly spbit hi tht^ bosoms of gome 
who have power to mitigate the hardships of those you 
ao tendt-rly apeiik of, or even among the parentSj the 
husbands, the brothera, of our poor factory girls.' 

* Ah, sir, to do justly, and to love mercy, is the gift o£ 
God. Pm afraid you can't leach it to tboso whose hearts 
are hardened by the love of money ; and as for the rest, 
why, what can ihey do ? Wbut can I do, who st-e all 
that I love better than myself pining and perishing? 
They must work, or starve \ and no work b within their 
reach except what the mill-owners give, I see no rem- 
edy, except the grave.' 

* Don't despond. Have you determined to remove the 
young persOQ of whom Hudson spoke to my h-iend'smill, 
suppoijjiig 1 obtain admittance for her there T 

* I have not talked to her yet about it, sifj' replied 
Richard. 

' Do, then, and let me Know. You are returning to L-, 
1 biilievej in a day or two, and my packet will be ready. 
Meanwhile, as I know you have a sick brother, whose 
totuation requires luore comforts than you can well pro- 
ctire at Ihis season, oblige me by ajjplying a tritle to his 
advantage, and for the present good by j God blcs^ you^ 
and keep you from all evil ! ' 

Ks with one hand he placed two sovereigns in Rtch- 
ard's, with the other he opened a door^ and was gono 
before he could have even received a word of thanks \ 
but the parting blessmg was returned on his head a thou- 
eand-fold by the astonished youth, though its accents did 
not reauh his ear. 

As au aims to himself, Richard^s independent s^rit 
would have shrank from the gifl^ W\. \!ctt svVgsSCv 
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those for whom It was intended forbade aL feelio^ ssv^H 
that of fervent gratitude. He hEiatened away, and LefoB^H 
eyen revisiting home, he found ihe landlord, paid th^H 
airear} with another week's rent in advancGf and thf^^| 
proceeded to lay the balance on the lap of his g^^QC^H 
mother, where he had so often deposited his Tittle eavtj^H 
ings before waot was known to them. She receivt^d ^H 
with tears of gratitude^ and the gladdening innuence ^^| 
such a providential supply once more shed a gluam c^H 
cheerfuliieaa over the Uttle circle. ^H 

* Helen,' whtspered Richard, 'I have a deal to say t^H 
you that concerns nobody else. It b about a factory ^H 
saw to-day>^ ^H 

^ DonU mention it just now, Riehtird ; wait till 1V^^| 
are alone, or with James only. To-morrow is Sunda^^H 
and we shall thea have opportunity to talk. Not, ij^^| 
deed, about worldly matlersj' she added, * but somethin^H 
that will give us light as to what course we are to take^H 
even with regard to the things of this life.' 

With DO small satisfaction did the widow steal away, 
and redeem from pledge a few articles, the absence of 
which on the Sunday would have greatly distressed h^^_ 
boy. Thus supplied, they made a comparatively resped^| 
table appearance, and in the house of God once mor^^ 
united their voices of prayer and praise. 

In the afternoon, the widow accompanied the thr 
younger children to their Sunday school, leaving Hel 
with Richard and Jamea, to whona they read and sai 
nntil the world, -with all its cares, seemed lost to sigh'' 
and the holy calm of a felt Sabbath pervaded their soul 
James asked for one more hymn, and selected that bea 
tifiilotse of Watts ^— 

^^^ ' ThGTe is a land of pure delight* 

^^^ When the last note ha.d died away, Helen spoke, 
r^ ' Nowy dear RichariX-^ w\^\\e ovir V^.a.A>a mt ^^jt^^aa \ 
I home, on the thinsa that laie wtvsc^tv ^.lii Vi^^vM;s.,Vx -a^s 
i «/a few wordft to you. U ^1 ^ ^"^^ ^^^^^ ^^ *^" 
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iBg you some trouble — no, not trouble, but niixiety. I 
well know you would couul it no trouble, but a great 
pleasure, to do any brotherly kindneB^ forme • so please 
not to interrujjt mi\ but haar me patinntly out.' 

' I wilt,' said Richard, whose mind imsgave him at 
this preface. 

* 1 need not remind you what I am. I will not pflin 
you by recounting acts of generous kindness to a poor 
orphuu, dune without any hupe or ihought of a recom- 
pense, but had in t<^tijtniibrnnce before God, and printed 
on my very heart. Well, it will souict day be a comfort 
to you to know that none of it all has been lost upon me. 
Instead of t'eehng the desolaleness of a friendless child, I 
have been a most happy girL i was taught my duty In 
words, and shown how to perform it by example. You 
have been a d^fir, precious brother to me, Richard ; the- 
voioe of t^nkindness never reached me, the tiuger of 
ecorr never was pointed at me, so long as 1 was under 
your watchful eye j fv:!l of kindness to me, and though 
you were tmt a boy, full of protection, too, that aoboay 
cart:d to dei^pise. 1 felt thu value of it before 1 lost it, 
and now -' 

* Helen, Helen,' exclaimed the agitatt-d yonlh, with 
vehement earnestnes^f, ^ as lon^ a» tliere^s a breath in ihi^ 
body ' 

' Hush, nowj pray do be sil<?nt. You promised me, 
and 1 can't ^et throua^h whi>t I liave to sij^y unless you 
let me go on without iiilf-rruptin^. I should not say so 
much now, only for whAt is to follow it. I never was 
very strong in body; my *z;«od health wiis owing more 
io the quiet life 1 led, and the sea-hieczes of our own 
dear horjie, J had pence witliin* and that made all 
ACem well without ; but I d^ire say whneveri had ijone, 
any change, in my way of livini^ would have done iho 
fiajne ' 

Jami?s shook his head ; and VVie Ol^&s.^i\L^A■^i.% -rowst-WLfcT^ 
tvas Doi h^i im Richarrl, ,^ 

'/( msncm nothUig now ,' pur^utt^ U*i\^ti^'- ^^^ V^^^^g 
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h)U( the power (^ life aDtl death sets ns all our bound*^ 
"wLkh we c&iiiiot pasjs. It is of no use concealing 
truth ; 1 feel sure, quite sure, positively sure, (hat 
days are numhered, and that not many remain. If 1 w 
taken back to L to-morrow, and had everything ag 
as it used to be, no good could come ofitjastomy heal 
Death is at work in uie, and all the care I can have U 
this world is not to lose the comfort and blessing of be 
with my first, best, dearest friend— our own granny.* 

Her voice falteredjand tears trickled down her chee 
but Richard was mute. He listened in desperate caJ 
neas, while Jamea, with closed eyes, seemed lost in 
prayer. Helen resumed, — 

' I know, Richard, you have been planning to ha 
wie removed to another mill, -where riiore attention 
paid to the comfort of the laborers ; but you must coi 
sider that the distance is too great for a stront^er girl th; 
me, even in the heat weather j and you could not gel 
all into it, and move graiinyjtoo, to n muth toore expend 
flive place. If I was stout, 1 would gbdly go there, for 
I might be able to make something by out-door worl^H 
late and early ; and coming here on Saturdays, with ^H 
better penny in my hand, would almost reconcile me lo 
being away all the week ; but H can't be ; and 1 feel 
sure that my path of dutj' Is to stop here, to be a coj 
panion to dear granny, and to do what little 1 can 
striving to keep Mary, VViily, and poor Katy from i^oh 
astray. I hope it may please the Lord that my last 
iiesa shan^t he so long nor so helpless as this dear boy'a 
stroking Jamea' pale face, * but even if it is so, I'm slIi 
of the tenderest care from those that never forsook me 
^n health, and never will when I am laid on my dying 
bed,' 

She paused, and Richard quietly asked, ' Hare yQ|^— 
any more to say, Helen, or may I put in a word r* ^H 

^ / have no more to say on \W^. a\AiS,e.t\,.' ^^ 

^ Wellf (hen, in the firat ipV^^ce ^(>\i -^-^t ^^c#L * -^"^^^'i. 
and it is quite impossible ^ou &\\Q^^ ^k^"** ^ 
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about your health as yon fancy. Tis that vUe, inia- 
mou9 milly and the savages you have to iiowith,aiid the 
fatigue, and the conficii^meDt, and the unnatural air of & 
pent-up place like this. If once you were osx the cli^ 
^ain ' 

*■ I should die the sooner, Richard. I uaed to think of 
tlie brisk wind blowing over the chffs to refresh me, 
when i felt languid atad ill, but now the thought of it 
makes me shiver, an<l I rather seem to want the hot air 
of the work-rooms, that suits me better.' 

' AyCf as the dying drunkard wants the dium that kills 
him.' 

^ DonH gpeak so angrily^ Richard ; bat in answer to 
what you aay about the doctors'— she hesitated, then 
added, ' I thought it my duty to know the real state of 
the case, and I went to a. skiifui doctor who is very kind 
to the poor. He told me nothing more than I was sure 
of already ; but he confirmed me in my opinion.' 

* Did he say you would die ?' gasped Richard. 

* He said he could not hold out any hope of a long life 
to me : and when I pressed him to speak plainly^ he 
owned that by a long life he meant another year or two.' 

* Now tell me that doctor's name, and where he Uvea, 
for rU have it from hia own lips.' 

*Mr* Hudson knows him well ; but, Richaxd^ what^a 
the use of it all ? Man's words can neither shorten n(W 
lengthen my days. VVe must look to Him who m all- 
powerful, and pray that he will give ua grace to receive 
at hia hand both good and eviL Not that it will be evil 
to me,' she added, looking up most Joyoysly, ' to be 
t4Lken to where my dear Saviour ia ; but it will be a trial 
to those that are left, I know,' 

' i shan't be one of them,' said James. * We shall be 
together etill, Helen.' 

* You are cruelly unfeeling !' excla.ra\eA ^xcWs^* 
* You won't Jose her, and you ^vaifc no\.'<N\i»X'^^ -aciS^^st^ 

' YeSf de.%rf I care much for \\^ xk^^^^ ;i^mia^^^'««»-- 
!f; * there is BothLng 1 would tto^. to \.qV^»^^*'-^ 
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earth, if tt was God*s will ; for she has been the blew 

' ing of our honse ever since she set fool in it. I hav 

great peace tn my mind ; great joy sumetimes, and ad 

ways a clear eight of \vhat the Lord has clone for m; 

sinful soul. That Is a mercy that He alone could give 

but I love ihia book,' '^y^ng one hand on th« Bibl« 

1 * which He gave to teach me the right way ; and 

I love this fri*?iid,' laying the other hand on Helcn'i 

j '■ whom He sii'nt to instruct me in its blessed truths, am 

j to encourage me in my short but rather painful pilgrim 

I age. Do you think 1 Iovk you so little as not to wisj 

she might remain, to be the same blessing to you all tha 

1 she has been to me V 

Richard hung his head over his clasped hands : thei 

suddenly looking up, said, * 1 can^t believe and 1 won' 

, believe but that the doctors could still save you, by lb 

; Lord's blessing. Now, Helen, promise me solemnli 

I that you will do whatever they bM you^ when I bavi 

spoken to them.' 

' I am quite ready to do whatever any skjlftil aiw 
honest doctor bids me, if he declares he expects it wi] 
restore my health : but if not, Richard, don't embitter nr 
short span wiih medicines^ and blLsterings, and sue] 
things, I suffer little pain now ; and I hope 1 may sin) 
gentlj', as it were, as many others do.' She spoke with 
' a simjjle feeling and meek siibmissiofi that went to Rich- 
ard's heart. * No,' he replied, * no doctor shall lay h 
hand on you to make you sutler, for my selfish satisfy 
tion^ only if he promises to cure you. And if not, Hele 
if not, then you must pray for me that the Lord will gi 
me ,t;race to take patiently the sorrow he sees fit to bri 
, over my yom*]^ years — a Rorrow thai will last as long 
' life itself. I may live this many a day, for 1 am stron 
1 and / have not been put into these murdering miils ; h 
I it will be like that old pear-tree in Mr, Barlow's orchard, 
I ut homej that the ligVvtnmw BXtutV ^Vv^^\ ^t^eve chil- 
dren. It stays there ^ w\i\\ Wfe \t\ \v^\iwV\\.Viilt^ V-we*^ 
I aad no bJoasoms 5 when alV Xhft o^VYe:^ '^^^'^ ^wJ*. -^-^ ^ 



1^ 



?-lj|^ 



TincKENiya gloom. 389 

spring, jt b a dark, mnlant^holy thing, unlike a.tl aroumd 
it I shaU be like that trt^e, liuluD. whea you are^_ 
gone.' ^M 

']Votso, Richard, You will bear much fruit to th^^^ 
glory of God who has planted you in his garden ; and to 
the support and comfort of those that are left.' Richard 
shook his h^ad i James rt^mai'kfd, ' It will be a. storm 
indeed, but not to blast you, Richard, as thti lightning did 
the pear-tree's branches. Don't you remember what 
is written—" Every branch in me that beareth fruit, he 
purgi^th it, that it may bring forth more fruit." This h 
what will be done for you.* 

' JNobody waots it niore, Jt^m. I thought myself a bit 
better than others about me ; but since 1 carae here I 
have found out such wicked, rebellious, impatient, aiigty 
passions in my heart, thai 1 hardly believe mysdf aogoa' 
as a heathen.* 

* Well, 1 Cannot deny that thu factory system is ofie of; 
the worst and cruellest things ever invented to pamper' 
the rich at the e>tpense of the poor. It fattens them, 
and mehs the Hesh off our bones : it clothes them in 
graod raiment^ and bids us shiver in our rags : it brings 
all indulgencea within their reach, and killa the industri- 
ous creatures whose toil provides them ; but even in the 
factory, Richard, God's own people are yet his care; he.^H 
mftkes all things still work together for good to them, l^H 
say, and I don^t say it in anger, but in grief, that the mill-' 
work has shortened llelenV life — it has murdered her,^ 
he added, crimsoning with emotion : ' and that will be 
declared at the judgment-soat, before all the angels of 
God, not only as to our Helen, but thousands and thou-, 
sands more ; and many a soul it hsts sealed up in sin, be- 
fore costing the poor body into the grave, But toiler 
it has only been the brightening of future glory ; and to 
you, Richard, who host understand her value^ vtvilV^. ^wt 
a chastenJno", not for the present yyy<:yQaV>\iX ^vtv^i-^^a.^ 
very grievou^^ but afterwards ^\e\^\u^ vV«i t^^jk-^'j^^ 
Sruit oi righteoiisneas. We aV\ \?aiSA wiXj^iNKti^S ^'^^ 
25 
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heart-break like this will wean you from the world n>oh? 
than anything cbc would*' 

Rifbiird could not answer : he buried his face iu his 
brother's pillow^ and wept, 

Alas I many such a blight on young aflbctiOD is daily 
falling Uirougb that nioat inhuman systeinj whero 
such Christian principle exists to aanciify the visitati 
Many a young man seea thn desli-e ot" hi^ eyes taJieti aw 
as with a stroke j and whUc the vacancy in tin- mill 
presently filled up from among thi? starving hundr 
who press to barter their lives for bread, the bereav. 
bosom aches beneath the sense of a void that cannot 
filled. Then comes the hour of sore terajitatioo, wli 
the gin-shop, the low gambllnir liouso, the licentioi 
revel profFftr their treacherous solace, and the house ih 
should have been a sanctuary of wedded love beconn 
the filtby den of a heartless drunkard — the rondezvo 
t>f alfctlial is vile — a habitation for devils. On the 
hand the great enemy of iitan leads on the votaries 
wt^Hh into a golden snare, and many hurtful lusts ll 
drown them in destruction and perdition : on the othc 
he drives the poor and needy into desperate crimes, eitbct 
as a set-off against the miseries tliLy eannot avoid, 
or as an expected means of unproving their wretched 
condition. In no light can the matter be honestly vie 
ed, witbont a secret consciousness that the cui-se of h 

in in upon it; and belter it were for Kngliind that 
imercial greatness were anniliilaltd, aud ber pi 
among the nations not that of a Q.ueen but of a vasaal^ 
than that in her skirts should be found the blood of bo 
many poor innocents as she yearly eacrllices at the shrine 
of her transient prosperity. 

But would such loss and degradation follow oa the 

abandonment of this system ? Far trom it. The Ir 

greatness of our country has ever consisted in the su 

riarky of her hum)»lest diisataovet itisvae of othr-r Ian 

The Jbdep^udence o£ an. E.T:i^VLsV\ V^^otti; \* '*& \>\«.^N*n^ 

»s bis industry; and novYt^ttl\.V\\a v%^^*ic-«l'w\\\\^J,.^>^^\ 



lied 

I 



THICKEMINK GLOOM* 



the moijey-loving greediness of the few grinding down 
the poverty-stricken faces of the rapidly iflcreasing many, 
a mere name without a reality, so also will the stretigth 
of England be. An unnatural state of things, wholly 
foreign to the old English characterj is transforming * a 
bold peasantry, their country'^i prJde,' into a degraded, 
discontented, restless, reckless, turbulent tnoh. Two 
classes, hitherto bound together by mutual interests and 
mulual respect, are daily becoming more opposed the 
one to the other We may close otir eyes to the inevi- 
table consequences, appalling even as concerns present 
things alone ; but no such wilful blindness to the evil 
wilt either quench its exisLence or arrest il:j course. If 
those who alone havf; power to do so refuse to listen, 
we cannot help it ; but as we must all expect to be 
buried in the ruin they are bringing on the cuuntry^ it 
no less our duty to lift the voice of remonstrance^ than 
as theirs to regard that voice. If God gives over, alii 
the senators and tlie commercial classes among us to" 
hardness of heart, we must bow beneath the trying dis- 
pensation ; but one thing is certain — such hardness is of 
their own choosing ; they can never cast off the respon- ' 
slbilily that rests on them ; and the curae that through 
their callousness smites the land, will lie, a fearful and 
an immoveable weight, upon their own guilty souls fa&H 

We now return to the talcj which^ however needfully 
disguised as to persons and places, we can assure our 
readers is substantially correct in its leading particular 
To this, at least, the experience of all who an 
conversant in the cotton and other mill-works will hear 
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tesLitnony, that it very faintly shadows forth real'ties^i 
which have crossed their daily path. ^H 

Hcden Fleetwood was, as she had said, not a girl of ro^^l 
bust DJake^ or rude strength ; but no tendency 1&*. ^\tVit>i 
habit had ever appeared in her consW^AityaU' 'W^ vi^TiSL 
f^ire-ct of miil'iubar Upon it havl \e4 Wt Vq ^x\^v^c\<^^ 
larkiog unsoundness; but a Utt\e mote fcTt^cwfe"^^ 



%x 



29i2 HELEN FLEETWOOD. 

observation woulJ have proved to her liow shori a re* 

Bjstance the stoutest frame coulil ofierlo the debililaliqg 
eflects of the atmosphere and other evils lo which she 
was exposed throughout the live-long day. ^Jeith« 
could it Ije questioned that the mental sutierings whicK 
could not but await any Ciodest, rigbt-miiiilod furaale in 
such society, had a vevy large share in umlorruiaing ber 
bodily healcb. This Is one of tht* worst features of mill- 
lahor: iliose engaged in it are taken chifelly from umoDgst 
the Jowest class, and being occupied in the ^ork at a lime 
wbea education should be forming the character, there 
is seldom any power of resistance provided against the 
£ood of inifjuity that *ihvays deepens and widens in pi 
portion to the number uf human beings congregated 
gether. Accustumed to asi^ociate with vice in all 
shapes, while the natural corruption of the heart fludai 
congenial element in whatsoever is opposed to holines 
what^an Ije evpected hut tlia\,out of so niuoh evil ireasi 
evil things should be perpetually poured? The abEen^ 
of all nrioral restraiut, so far ay a ma&ter'a author 
is concerned, fosters the mischief: it is inae any noisy dji 
turbance is punishable ; but nothing short of that is U 
cognizance of; there is no protection for the ear of 
male modesty, against all tiiat cat] outmge it ; and 
hatred borne by female depravity against its opposite, 5" 
too well authenticated to leave a doubt that the very 
discovery of one among them who abhors such proceed* 
ings will evf.r stimulate the vile to do their worst. This 
had been tlie great ordeal to Helen, who, shining still 
like gold in the furnaccj found its heat well nieh ins( 
portable. She feit herself in a manner degraded, 
being !he unwilling hut helpless witness to so much 
fp^muus language, accompanied as it wjII always be 
conduct no lesj^ abandoned ; and contrusled with t] 
purity in which she had ever been shielded under ihc 
of her pareotal friend, \\. stetntd a. Tttno^a,! Into the ab< 
of evil spirits. She longed lo ^st;.^-?^ tX \ -^^ T;^%a«i\ 
deliverance I and this gtW£ titteaW.'BTt^j^^^^.v.Wx^''' 
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extenl t!iat soon defiod all humau sldil to stay the 
)grey3 of decay. The. bliispheniy that abounded wa* 
awful ; nat only profane t^ursing and gweariog was heard 
on every triviai occasion, but delibemte scoffing at God's 
name and word, infidel jests, atheistical arguments, were 
iVe'iuently uttered ; and surh discourse as earth alone 
can furnish ; for surely in hell ihey cannot deny the ter- 
rific power that wreathey the: burning chains around them. 
Weeping, and wailing, and gaasliing of testh are there ; 
but the voice of impious defiance is silenced • for there, 
in a revelation of wrath indescribable as it is unappeastt- 
ble, the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth. 

Lately, a new atid an almost unutterable curse had^ 
been added to those already felt in the millSn A man of 
ivhoni, it is hard to think otherwise than as of an actuc 
incarnation of Satan, had ln.'(;ii among them personally, 
and had circulated by his delr^ates a vast deal of his in- 
fenial doctrine in that and other nmiiufacturing districts. 
It will suffice to say that some half dozen of the young 
men in that mill had become. Socialists. Beyond this it 
was impossible to go— Socialism is the ne pttts ultra of six 
thousand y<^ars' laborious experience on the part of the 
fi:r*'at enemy of man — it is the moral Gorg^on upon which 
whomsoever can be compelled to look must wither 
away : it is the doubly-denounced w<i apon the inhabitera 
of earth — the last effort of vSalanic venom wrought to the 
madness of rage by the consciousness of his shortened^H 
time. It is a known, a vaunted fact, that a large conlri-^^B 
bation was rai.sf d to provide a plentiful supply of the ^^ 
most horrible publications, for the express uae of the 
young factory-laborersj and to engage effective distribu- 
tors, that no opportunity might be lost ; and Helen ^j 
Fleetwood had been doomed lo hear some of the dJs-^| 
course of the wretched converts to this refinement of all^H 
blasphemous iniqutty, *She. had, howeTcir^'£u.e.!i^^^^Ax&-. 
pQrtialJy/juffinnr down thia outrage ow \\ft\v8^,l c^.Vtx'a^S. 
£Ui(i a t'fw companions who were tvcil ns Vi;^^ ^^^^ % ^^ 
compelled ihetxi to join het in o. ao\cTftX\ ft.ecXsatjt^^'^^'^^ 
25* 
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they woald lay a public complaint before the Me&srs. Z. 
by means of the newspaiaer, if any more was saSd in theii 
kearing on (he subject : and the aggre^ors seomg them 
m earnest, and cooacjoLia that the mill-owners must in 
that case take it up, thoughi it prudent to desist- This 
spirited proctiedlng had rallied a litGe party aro 
Helen ; hut they, too, frequently turned and reproac 
her for iKe petty persecution lo which ihey were expi 
ed by liaving upheld ht^r in her squeauii&b notions. Wi 
harm, they asked j couid a little talk do ? They were not 
going to turn heathens themselves ; ihej- believed ia Gi>i 
though those foolish fellows laughed at his name ; 
in the Bible^ though they constantly tried to prove it t! 
vilest book ever written ; but now they had made th 
selves cueiniifs, and all to please her. Helen bore it 
tiently, as incomparably (be least of tsvo evWs : and 
one or two who seemed more in earnest in their pro 
tations, she tried to ^ow the duty of keeping aloof fr 
all evil communication ; but this trial was by far the 
vercst of all that she had to encounter, while oontiit 
sorrow oppressed her heart for those among whom si 
saw the diQboltcal doctrines gradually spreading, lo t! 
utter ruin of body and aouL 

What marvel, then, that Helen Fleetwood should 
rapidly aink under these things ? Human nature, as she 
had recently been forced to see it in the mills, presented 
to her view an aspect so frightful, that even the compa- 
nions of her early days seemed lo her to rest under some 
heretofore undiscovered hlot ^ and she often sighed to flee 
away and to be at rest among the disembodied spirits of 
the redeemed. James ulone, standing as he did on the 
extreme verge of mortal existencej with heart and hope 
already fixed In heaven, was an object of unshrinkim 
regard to the poor harassed girl ; and even as she looki 
on Richard's nonost countenance, beaming with integrit 
with mrittly sincerity, and ^odV'j avwiT^lvclt"^^ the thoug 
Arose to repel the yeanvmga or\ti-at>titu\ T)!S^c?C\a&v«-N 
iiie dear playmate of Taer loiaucy . "^ Vi. Ve ^^ ^s^ 
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among those blasphemiog profligates, what a wreti 
might he »oon become !* She hitd continual heaviue 
and sorrow ol' heart, for those around her in Ihti miH ; and 
at home she marked the growth of evil dispositions in thi 
children from whom ciurin;^ hours of work she was usua 
aeparatfid. These were the things that harhed the shaft 
of disease, striking her tender frame through exhausting 
labor in unwhole some air ; mid she felt the eilbcts too 
powerfully to enlerlain an expectation, even had she dc - 
sired it, of deriving benefit from any change that voui^H 
have aAecled the body only* ^U 

But Helen FletUwood was not one of those impatient 
characters who havin^ obtained, through laithj a goOi 
hope for eternity, desire to cheat (heir Master of the 
poor services here, and would grasp at the crown ih 
moment the cross presses on thern. She had no drsi 
to escape its father endurance, except aa a compulso; 
intercourse with the wicked at timeg burdened her coi 
aeience with a dread of being counted a partaker in thel; 
guilt. When a mind keenly alive to the sanctity of God's 
name and word, has become the involuntary receptacle 
of blasphemous thoughts uttered by others, the merely 
mechanical act of memory, apart from all volition, bring- 
ing them suddenly forwiird, perhaps when engaged in the 
very act of worship, will smite the soul with a pang that 
none can conceive but those who have experienced it ; 
nayj the very effort to forget wUl imprint the abhorred 
idea more legibly on the brain, Exposed to all manner 
of evil communication, though Helen's good manne 
were not corrupted, nor her principles in the smalle 
degree shaken by it, still the defilement was felt ; and 
the severity of temptation becomes more bitterly Iryinj^ 
proportion to the holiness of the mind that encounters it, 
to her it was exceedingly terrible. She had learned tc^_ 
practise a greater degree of abstractioiv thaxvt.ct waSAw-iii^H 
quick sml observant habits wouYti-aeeYn to Vvvnp,t&^«kW^^BJ 
it W0S by Cf>n(inuing in secret, e^tLCvA'EA.o^'^ ^^^^^^^1^ 
speaking to herself iq psalms atid \i'5Kms <ia*^ «\««i 
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songs, singing and making melody in her heart unto tjl 
Lord, that she contrived to shut gut a jsjeat deal of wbj 
others drank in with tiontented if not with greedy eafl 
Dut the reiief was partial, Lh^j trial perpetual, iticre^isiiH 
and often wholly uimvoid^blc. Yet, occasionallyj wi» 
yoiboldentid to speak to some of her more immediate iM 
sociatos in labor, she had marked the operations of iM 
hands suspended^ and tlie eye turned with inquiry, in 
unmixed with anxiety, to her face : tuid one such im 
stance in a day would send ber home resigned to endua 
for any length of time the trial of herown precious faitt^ 
if so she might be made instminttntal in leadiii;T the 
poorest, the vilest, thti most despised of her class to se 
the same mercy. This is Christian principle in its hi 
est, noblest exercise; to stifle self, where self era 
spiritual ])riviJegeB and separation from the wicked ; 
order to exhibit before others the lii^hl that may coud 
ihem into ways of holiness and peace. 

But what shall we say to this Mack feature in the fai 
tory system ? Ks existence in the mills generally is too 
notorious to be denied ; no j^uard is set, no watch is kept, 
no thouijht js taken, where the moraU of the laborers 
are conteri^ed. It is to the tiiilnufacturing diatricU i 
eviL iiiGii, as to a hot-house, repair to sow the seeds t; 
they desire to see npening; into hlasph^my and sedition. 
The Beast of Socialism faiU not indeed to stalk over our 
fields, aiid to lay in wait for unwary stra^jrlers amoi^^H 



the rural population ; but it is in the manufacturing to 
he nestle?!, atid builds around him h«gt3 trophiea withlhr^ 
bont!s of his slain. There the Churlist is tuught aecre 
to whet Ilia pike, and there the blisfht of Popery noi; 
lessly spreads, sealing up in false, fatal peace, such soal 
as may not be prepared (o enterjnto open league with 
hell. And a^iiinst this host of deatroyers with what 
armor does the instructed, the loyal, the piyfessedly 
church-^oing master i;ivov\iXfe\v\'A \»cjti\/\^<ata.\\t deye 
eau ^ The tail in wHWH t\vo^ ^"^^"^^ ^ot; VL\a ^^-Ko^ 
iaya tliem especially openXo evvVVftVU^-ate^^N^Aa 
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bars them frotn the acquirement of necessary infannatioi 
ou malttrs whtrre to he ignorant is to perish. True, there 
are not many of Helen Fleetwood's stamp to be wounded 
unto death by the hearing of what those men would cot 
softer tleir own daughtera lo hear for the wealth, per- 
haps, of all England's commerdal hoards : liut there are 
hundreds and thousands daily yielding Id the torrent of 
iniquity that sweeps through the stene of their insipid toiS, 
glad of any excitement to awaken their drowsy spirits, 
running the short, quick course of unbridled sin, and early 
dropping off into unnoticed graves Yes, ye thoughtless 
holders of these treasuries of imnmrtal souls, your deud 
aro quickly buried out of your eight) and speedily forgotj^« 
ten \ hut do they not live, to greet you when the eartfl^f 
discloites her blood, and no more covers her slain ; and^^ 
when, in reference not merely lo the perished bod}', 
but to the writhing souls for ever cut off from lifo, fc 
ever doonied to conscious, unutterable, interminabH 
death, a voice you cannot tlosc your ear against^ asks 
thunder the awful question, ' Who slew all theae ^* 




A TEMPESTUOUS night of wind and rain liad roughem 
the landscape where now the autumuiil sun, slill pow* 
pfful in h(?at wnd brilliancy, threw a maiitlt* of light as he 
ascended from the verge of ocean, ■whose agitated swell 
told of a recent tumult amongst those sparkling w&ves. 
Th^ sounds that rose upon his ear seemed soumls of 
welcome: to the dejected traveller, but found no echo in 
his bosom* He was weighed down by a sadness that 
would nut yii'kl to any cht^cring influencn, and the re- 
cognition that every step compelled him to make, of some 
object idonlliied with his dearest, fondtat recollections, 
was but the repetition of a secret pang> Richard Green 
was chang;ed, wholly changed, as regarded his relatjo: 
ship to the things about him. Once they had been nu 



m 



bered as so many future nccessories io the happiness 
which his young heart loved to dream ■ now they were 
tormenting rememhrancers of that dream which he 
ahnosT, at times, longed to forget, but to which he still 
clung, as a mother to the corpse of her only babe. He 
moved with a gait as heavy as formerly it was lightsome ; 
and, when the gardener's lodge first caught his eye, by 
the Squire's gate, his head was instantly averted, as from 
some imwelcome spectre ; but as quickly turned again, 
with the steadfast resolution to master his feelings, or 
ntthet' to annihilatti them* He ^a;ased ou, lefl his pack^H 
ofieLters at the ho^ise of t^\e ^eaVXewtaxv ^Vo^ t\iNo^>H| 
hnd beaof and then bcnlViia sU^* \.a>Nasi\a 'Owt^^ax^Tw^ 
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iklr. Barlow was an early riser, andaccordJDgto Rich- 
ard's calculation, would have finished liia inornirg meal ; 
but isome bnaint'^s had detained hitn^ and when the suni- 
niouB catne to enter the study, he appt-artid sealed at his 
coinfortnblo breakfast, u well-worn Bible open beside 
him, and all the placid animation oi' his charactrr beaui- 
ing from a countenance that none could look on witiiuut 
loving him. 

* Wek'omej Richard, my good lad, your punctuality 
delights mp ; I can well gut'ss it cost you soinrlhinf^ it> 
bid larewell so cjoon ; but, my dear lioy, the path of duty 
ifi usu^lya path of self-deidal. Yuu look fatigued, Xoo^ 
anil not by any means welL Come, eit down with mi 
take a bit of loast and a cup of warm cocoa ; it witl re- 
fresh you.' 

Richard obeyed, so far as to scat himself on the oppo- 
site side of Uie table, but not a word esicapcd his com-, 
pressed Hps. The pastor saw that a st^vere struggle ws 
going on within, and tuniini; hack to the preceding pa;i:a-] 
of his book, remarked, ' I inay as well give you u shai 
in better things while ofleriug a pnrtioii of the meat tlmt 
perishcth ; hear what a comfoi-tabJe passage has prusentrd 
itself to me this morning ;' and he read the fourteenth of 
Hosea. Coming to the 3d verse, he repeated, " In thee 
the fiithcrioss findeth mercy," and looking up, obseived^j 
' That pt'omiae is youi:s,and those who are now, as 1 well.' 
judge, present lo your thought, even is though they sat 
beside us,' 

Richard made an attempt to speak, but the lioarse 
sound was inarticulate ; and Mr. Barlow, after one more 
anxious look into his face, finished the chapter. 

' And now, Richard, drink your cocoa.' 

The efibrl to swallow w^as successful, though so strong 
as to crimson the youth's face, and to swell every vein in 
his forehead. This was succeeded by anotVoix ctjwijife*^^ 
for he spoke, and in a voice t\\ovi^\ tT^wv^cttta.%^^ ^* 
calm and dear, that it rather sMrpriae^'NVt.'Si^-^^^i^ ^^w. 
waaprepared for a burst of eniolVoii. 
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' f hunibly ^k your pardon, sir, for not speakiug di- 
rectly* Something came over me at first, but Ws g'one^H 
quite gone.' ^| 

* And now tell me Kott you found and how you left 
them all' 

*■ I founti them, sir, in great poverty : my gramlmother 
changed, as it" by t^wenty years j Jem dying and the rest^^ 
' — in the factory.' ^| 

He spoke the last three words with an expression suclpH 
as Mr- Baiiow had nev<?r before seen on hia countenance : 
then after a short pause resumed, 

*I left them, sit, much as 1 found them, only Jem 
a great deal nearor deaths and Helen given over.^ 

* Given over !— Helen I^ — with what — fever?' 

* Oh, no, sir ; no fever but that fever of heart and so 
that dries up, as it were, the poor body when it is work 
and worked to death— the deiitli of the factories/ 

* Richard, you astonish, you shock me, I wo' 
rather see you in all the agony of unrestrained soitow 
than with that unnatural fxpre^sion. Teara would be 
preferahk to it.' 

' You'll see no tears on nny cheek, Mr. Barlow; I 
cried them all out, and I'll cry no mnre, l)ut be a man 
as well I need, to bear all I've got laid upon me.' 

A little soothing persuasion soon led the poor hoy to a 
full disclosure of what had befallen the family white the 
uurestrained sympathy, and still more perhaps the un- 
disguised indignation of his hearer, ministered a balm 
to his spirit that he could rtot resists He went on to 
expatiate, and leaning his elbow on the little table, h 
cheek on his hand, forgetful of all the respectful distan 
that he had always observed, he told, with melanchol 
composure, the tale of his youthful hopes aad untici 
tions, with their sudden blight i ending with, ' And 
ss yoa^ll never be called on to marry us, Mr. Barlow 

can only hope it niigtit \ie. bXVovs^ Wt Xq ^i^tfist W^ 

aJiVe, fJiat you might bury Vt^T.^ 
The Jdiid-hearted niixi\^tei we^^o^iV^^^-i*^^^'^^^^*^ 
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looking at him with gratified feelitig, saicl^ ' I skouU likq^| 
to cry loo, sir^ but somtUow, I can't.' ^^ 



' My poor boy, this is a li«avy (ilsp^nsaLion. Oh, what 
have they to answer for who laid thiij cruel snare in tliQ^H 
harmlt^ss path of Iho widow antl thf ilitherless ? Knaelj^M 
down with me, Richiirct ; we hsivc one Friend able nim^n 
wULuisr to succor, and to savii to the, tiUennost,' He 
poured forth a most touching supplication, such asj a f^'w 
I tiays before, wotdd have tnellcd Richard ; but though the 
I *Ainen' was breathed fiom his inmost heart, he ri'si 
' collected and tcarlesa as ever, hi answer to farlht_r in 
qoiries, he said, 

' Mary and Willy m^^y he got out of the vile mills at 
I last ; hut jrou see, sir*, Jem will hardly livt; through the 
I week; granny can't hold out vt:ry long, she is so broke 
down ; and Helen, Ihcy tell me, will fail all at once, and 
go away like a wreath of smoke. Ay^' he added, wit 
sudden animation, ' and she^H go, like smoke, upwards 
and when we lose sight of her she'll be mingled with Ih 
sky. Thai's a comforttng thought, sir.' 

Deeply affected, Mr, Barlow grasped his hand, an 
bidding him be sure to return to him in the evening took 
his hat, to aearch oat his friend the doctor. 

This gentleman ^s feelings were excited to sohiwh a pitch 
that he ejaculated a hope he should not fall in with Ktrat- 
I ton, till he had time to cool. Then said, 'Let Green 
write jminecliately a cheering account of his safe arriv 
and enclose a note from me, which Helen must take 
! her doctor. At least, I'll find out whether returning he 
might not save her.' 

The note waa written, sent, delivered, and answered 
with equal candor and skill : the case was at leaat hope- 
less; and the removal impracticable: for, aa the writer 
I observed, the violence done to her feelings in separating 
her from those to wham she was so strousE^W ^^^^^^ 
would Bpet^d'ily finish the 'work wIlvvoVl xioXv-a-a^^^xtkRassa 
were Jikely to arrest in its quieV Wt v^i^^v^ eoxki^fc^ ^ 
I A few ih^ys more brought a \eUet ttoxs^ ^'^'^^^^53 
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to Mr. Barlow, rrqucstinfif him to break as gpotly as might 
bR, to Ridiurdi the tidings it conveved. She went o 
'We expected it tno long tube unpiepart^d, but His a Si 
stroke too : and yet, honored sitj if you were hercj looj 
]hg ai the sweet smile upon his pale cold face, 
would say death ts more beautiful thao life. James talk- 
ed of you, and prayed for you to tbe lost ; and said he 
should be in your crown of rejoicing at that day. He 
said if you knew the value of but one sou!, as Dothiug 
a dying bpd could teach you, that you would think a wh 
life's labor well spent even to gal her in the soiilofap 
little boy like hin^. Oh, sir, it must be terrible to ft 
the world sliding avraVi as it were, from under one's fed 
aud the fiery pit standing open beneath, and nothing 
catch hold of to keep oni:; from falling into it. Our Jam 
saw it all, and he said things that 1 cannot tell you ex 
actly, fur he used finer words th^:n 1 can repeat, and 
wondered where he got them ; but the meaning was, I 
all this only made him feel how close he "was held wilhin 
thu arm of the Lord Jesus ; so that iIioueK earlk ntight 
pass from under him, and hell open before him^ he could 
not feol fear, for he was in no danger. I humbly eravfi 
your prayers, honored sir, that when my time comes, 
which is ]^ot long, 1 may be a? happy as James was, and as 
little afraid ; but if not as happy, I hope J shall be as safe 
as he ; for the same God is my God, and th>? same Saviour 
is my Saviour j and the s^ame light will ^uide me through 
the dark v-alley of ihe shadov^ of death to the place whc^^ 
sorrow and sighing flee away.' ^H 

Mr, Barlow, having taken a copy of this letter, gave tn^* 
original to Richardy rightly judging it contained a prospec- 
tiTe no less than a present conBolalion for the poor youth, 
who, deeply humbled under Ihc^ afflicting rod, went soft- 
ly and fsOiTOwftiUy about hia daily work uncomplaining^ 
hut evidently broken-hearted. One day. some weeiw 
a/?er this even!, he was sutpns^^ i>XV\'& ewv^w^rofc'sAbY 
the doctor J who^ approi&bm^ ^''A\\ IW V^^aV wl ^ Tnaa %.- 
tent on a benevolent oViec\,s^^i/ ^^^^^-'^^'^^^l^^ 
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will be glad to hear that business of an unexpected nature 
calls ine within a few miles of M. where I mean to goj 
and to devote a day or two entirely to your family, SucW 
an opening must ngt be neglected ; ELod 1 want to consult 
you as to the plan to be pursued.' 

Richard leantd on his spade, and fixed his i5parklin(^ 
<?yes on the speaker, as if an-xious for iiome further coa^ 
jirmatlon of what seettied too ^ood to be true. 

' Jt cannot be deniod,' pursued the doclorj * that yoi 
grandmother was unfairly dealt with through the artitici 
of a strange man, who foand buLtoo ready a co-operation^ 
here. We must take the laws as we find Lhem, our duty 
la to submit, for the Lord's sake, to every ordinance of 
man ; but when we sec a legal enactment stretched to 
the extent of oppressing the poor, it becomes the duty of 
every Chmtian to assist his afllicted fellow-subjcctg in 
bearing a burden that we cannot remove from their shoul^H 
ders, 1 have tried my utmost at the vestry, but a,\\ 1 cai^l 
obtain is a conditional protsiiae that any mem her of the 
family who may be found wholly unable to labor, shal l 
be admitted, to— lo'~ ^H 

' To the work-house, sir,' interrupted Richard, qaietly^H 

' Yes ; there is no altevnative ; it would not be im- 
possible to find those amono^ our gentry who might con- 
tribute to render the short time of your excellent grand- 
mother's remaining years comfortable in an humble home 
but the long-sighted parochial policy of sonie persons 
opposed to (his : they argue that private charity is subjtii 
to personal caprice ; and that the temporary relief thi 
given at once to her necessitif^s and to their funds, nilghf 
«nd in throwing her at last upon them, while it held out 
present encouragement to others io make the gjmie ex- 
petlment of return, and so inundate them with claimants.' 

Richard was silent: and his friend continued : "^ I feel 

it is almost cruel to apeak thus li> >j&u.,W\.^'i^ ^wv^^'?.^ 

eensibh youug fellow, and i»nc -wXw VLo\ivV\i"5^^ vt^s 

guidance from above^ it is rie;\il you^^^oxA'!^ e^^^M ^-^^ 

stand the case * 
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' It IS betler tbat I should do so, str, and I thank 
the more for it. If 1 iindf^rst;ind rightly, the pat'isK 
willing to lake iDy granny into the work-housej but 
do ijotiiiijg for the others,' 

' Jtist so : and if we persist in opposing them, it 
be at the expense of a. quarrel, when all has hitherto g( 
on vfiiil through the good-will subsisting ajnong ua. 
Straltonj you know, holda office now : and he is v< 
positive.' 

' Ihe aggressor seldom forgives the injured porsoTij' 
marked Richard. 

*■ But what say you to the proposal ?' 

' VVhy, sir, I say 1 can't help wondering that a man 
sharp in those inatters should not know, or should not 
remember, orshould not teUyon nil, that Richard Green's 
daily earnings can feed two mouths ; and that while he 
has .strength to do this"'— he raised the spade a Irtlle, 
struck it forcibly into the eartli up to the very handh 
* his ^'randniDther n^ed not depend either on public 
prJViiUj chanty for a shelter and a meaL"" 

' My deiii' lad, Ihrre was one present at the meelb 
who answered for you that such would be your feelh 
and more than one who asserted that you would act up 
to it : hut to thig it was objected that other ties might 
soon press on you, and the charge of a growing family 
ftave you without the «ieans, however strong your j^^_ 
cliuation might be, to provide for your aged parent.* ^H 

' Then, doctor, the gentlemen did me wrong/ sa^^ 
Ricliard, in whose bosomsorrow seemed struggling; against 
sterner iimotions, 

' You have too much of the old English character about 
you for these altered times, my honest friend.^ 

' But, sir, we are free-boru men \ and if I choose to 
take my grandmother to live with me, and work for 
and DiyseU^ without being chargeable to any, is there 
Jaw to hinder me V 

' Let me ask you, \m letuiTii^ ax* ^c-o. ^V^ ^-^ ^« ^ 
J?ichurd hung his head *. \^e ^^st'iXi^^ers ^^v«^^." 







FURTHER EFFORTS. 

large and strong for his age ; and in a pLace where labor- 
ers were more plentiful than work, except at soine 
seasons of the year, he could not calculate on a sutficiency 
for housekeeping. The doctor observed him for a 
moment, and resumed. ^ It Js right I should toll you that 
the squire, by whom you are far better paid than you 
would be eiaewherCj is on the prudent side in i\i\s busi- 
ness, and would not encourage your plan*' ^m 
This was a faad blow ; for Richard had just recollectod^^ 
the advantages to be expected by cotitmuing in that 
gentleman's service and lavor. lie shook his liead des- 
pondingly^ and looked at the doctor. 

' Well, in the present stage of the business we wi 
Jecide nothing. My visit to M. will enable mebeUerto 
judge of the case, as regards the family; and 1 promise 
you to make inquiry into everylhintr, and to do what Ij 
can towards improving their condition and prospects.' 1 
* Oh, sir, I have nothing but ibanks' — — 
' And those you can keep till I have done something 
to deserve them. Meanwhile, get ready anything you 
wish to send, and pni-y for a Idessini; on my journey.' 

A few daya saw the kind-hearted doctor shivering 
withm his comfortable surtout, among the uncon- 
genial chills of a fogigy atmosphere in M. Ht made his 
way to the place described by Richard, but the objects 
of his search were not there ; and with some djUicuHy he 
traced them to a yet more miserable locality, where the 
broken floor of their narrow apartoient lay level with the 
strectj and damps wer/^ oozing and shinini^ in tho sicklyj 
blaze #»f a fpw sticka over which the widow was stirring 
a Iktie meal-broth. The pot very nearly fell from her 
hands, as she turned round at the well-remembered tones 
of a voice that had often cheered the bed of sickness in a 
far different abode ; and when that hand was kindly 
taken, nnri the voice that greeted her ^rcw tttAvwvl^i^M. 
from emoljoii, at beholding tier a\lctt^ vl'^v^^^^^*^^'*'^^ 
£&ak into h&r chair^ and wepl aTv\\ sc^tiW^ \tvo%\ ^?''^''^^^^^a 
Aihw drops of cordial mixture, cou^vOi^'C'aN-^'^^ ^^^*a^^fi^^i5 
26« 
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the very flavor of which had the sweetness of home ui 
it, assisted her to overcome ihia burst of a feeling t( 
strong for her debilitated frame ; and a gladness not Lu be 
repressed brightened her spirit as slie ftilt tlie reality of 
that most cheoring sunshitie of life — the preseuce of a 
tfu<^, an oliij asyinpathjy.ing friend, 

Richard's health and welfare were the firaE objects 
discussed : then followed the mention of James. 

' Ahj Sir,' said the widow, * it ought to stifle ev( 
iijurmur of my unfaithfu! heartj to recollect wYwii I sal 
in that precious ehild. His departai'e was as if the ga^ 
of heavun had been for a moment set open before 
that 1 might catch a glimpse of the glories within.' 

' And has it been blessed to the others 'P 

* On'L^ of them^ sir, is as ripe for heaven as he va 
the two children 1 cun harilly judge of, for the longlioi 
of work, and the poverty and sickliness they are brougj 
to, seem so to frteze them up, that at lioiiie they seldoi 
speak, and I cannot always hear to rouse the poor Ihinj 
from the sleepy state that they are in.' 

* You have removed from the lodging Richard h 
you in.' 

' Yes, we found it too expensive ; and the landloi 
persisting in it thiit wo had means of our own, threatenf 
to raise the tent ; besides goiu^ up and down stairs is 
tria! tp Hclcu, and I was glad lo spare her a few stej 
AVe are nearer the street, and riearer the mill too ; 
oh, sir, 1 do hope I may say that every now step ia 
valley of humiiialion brings me nearer to God.' 

' You have his presence, and what aru the world's 
riehes to thai P 

^ Or the world's poverty either, sir, "which Bomecoui 

a blessing in itself. But there is as much pride amoi 

the poor as among the rich, and I needed to te taiigl 

that. J knew I w^anted daily sancttfyinc; j but I did m 

know that I wanted t\a';\y \\viTri\iVvti^. He Nsho knew 

ordered it for me -, ar^d UuVy \ ntvtx so T\:\v\vt^\ m YCv 

before fulling from what Nvasua t^'U "^^^ ^"^"^^^ ^"^"^ 
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heiglkt among my equals, as ni»w I do when 1 seem to 
have reached the boUoui, and have gcace to be thsro^. 
cou tented.^ ^H 

* It" such b your experience,' lemairked the doctor^^ 
' those who lej^ard yim must learn to look more con- 
tentedly upon this very g^rcat reverse in your circum- 
stance:^ J but 1 fear the cldldren cannot \it\t it in so 
happy a iighl.' 

' Ah, sir, I spoke selfishly. Had I taken that rash step 
with a single thought of hetterin^j; our condition for my 
own fiake, or with any other intention than to henefit 
them, I slioukl inileed bt* most %vretched now : hut their 
interest was all 1 had at heart, and Ihiit spares me an 
aggravation of the sell-reproach that I must always feel 
on their account.' 

' How are they goEng on ?' ^| 

^ Mtileii is sitiking fs^t ; but notliing can persuade hei^l 
to leave olf mill-work. Since she beeame so ill, two or 
three of the girls who formerly tormented her, have soft- 
ened very much, and even appear to seek the pious in- 
struction that she is so anxious to give, This, and the 
determination to help whilti she can, make her ]Jroof 
against ail persuasion to give over ; and your visit, sir, 
just at this time, is a providential thing, for you can 
judge of her ease, and can also influence her to act as 
you see best.' * 

' And what of my lively little friend Mary V 

' She has been loo long a fnctory-child, sir^ to deserve 
any more the name of livLdy.^ 

* I have been told the work has a very depressing 
effect on those engaged m it.' 

' It has many bad effects, sir, and that is one. Yoa 
are aware that I have, by the divine blessing, brought up 
my fumily in the ways of godliness, I could not imparl 
to the dear children a new nature, nor spiritualize thett 
minds ; but I have been catetuV tfi at^cvaio™- "Cv-vtssv \a ^vl- 
ligkiiis exercises and profitaViVii AVac.avw^ie.^Ns^vS^^'^^'^^^ 
trlessing timt alone can gW*^ Vhe iTicr«i3ise-»"»*^^^^'^^*^^^ 
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sown and watered. Well, sir, oui ereniup;^ at hotuo 
were very pleasant ; and I always found the children 
able to take an interest ni scripture stories, asking ques- 
tions, listenins^ to my remarks, and making some ihetn- 
scJves. But now, with Helen to help me, and wilb tlie 
blessed expeiiunco and dying testimony of dear James eo 
fresh in iheir memories, tliey can seldom SBem even de- 
cently attentive to what I feel bound to say ; and neith 
the most beautiful Bible historieSj nor Helen's dplightfi 
way of explaining things to them, will keep them )isten 
ing. They are heavy and sullen, except when they 
talk to one another in 3 way that grieves me j lelli 
silly tales, making tll-nntUFod speeches about their co; 
panionSj and repeating idle jests, often not tit to repeat 
b<?sides all that passiia in whiypers, and which no dou 
is worse. It seems as if the weariness brought on by 
theduU, but fatiguing work, required something lo remove 
itj more excitinf^ to the bad feelings, than engaging to the 
mind. Oh, sir, 1 fear these milla are slaugbteNhooses 
the poor little lambs of the Hock !' 

'Take courage, my ^ood Mrs. Green : remember thai 
of Christ's own l3ock the %veakest lamb shall never per- 
jshj neither shall any be able tg pluck it out of his hand. 

* True^ sir, 1 do remember it ; but it is a grievous thing 
to see what sorrows are being laid up in this life even for 
those who will not be actuaily lost, through the dr^'adful 
wickedness of such places. We are commanded to or- 
der our own households according to godliness — to bring 
up chiMren in the way they should ffo — and it is u bitter 
thing tome to reflect that this handful of meal which I 
am making into a little moss for their supper, was bought 
at the price of their health, both of hudy and mind ; at 
the price of their contentedness, at the price of iheir 
modesty, and, for aught 1 know, at the price of their^ouls/ 

* 1 can fully eomprebend your distress, my poor fnend 
/ came hercj sincerely aj\xvQ\yslQTe.Tidtv^'oii service 

/ Mill strive so to do. T\i.\a eve\\vQ^ 'wV<;'a ^g\k ^ 
people retumj you lIlUsl\ltl.Vfea\■lV^.\c Vt^ft,^ W^^^Svt^ 
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way of establishing, or rather of reviving, mj popularjtyi 
amoiig them ; and I will drop in, and take a full survey 
of the t>arty so gften interesting to me in better dayis.' 

He shook her liantl kindly, left a piece of money in it, 
and departed. 

The doctor ivas not only a benevolput but a very ener- 
getic man. His decided temper, and ioarlesis advocacy of 
what be knew to be right, bad otleti turned llie tide wlieii 
U seemed ta aet in unt'tirombly for the interests of the 
poor id his extf*nsive district. A Chrislitin philaathro- 
piat will be a blessing in any dejjartment; but perLnps 
in none so etfectnaHy as Ihc medical line. The widow 
Green perfectly understood his character, and a ray of 
hope brightened b(?r earthly prospect as she looked upon 
this bold honest servant of her Master, sen(^ as it appear- 
ed, to lier succor. Railroad cotninunication, though far 
advanced, had not yet thrown open a path for rapid travel- 
ling between the neighborhood of L. and the place that 
she then inhabited ; tedious journeys by stage-cOaches 
naust be encountered; and this rendered a visit from him 
so utterly iniprobablej that she had never even imagined 
such an evenL With a thankful heart she hastened to 
provide the unusual refreshment of a substantial meal 
for the young laborers, and invested her mi:»crable hovel 
with as comfortable an aspect as it could be made to 
weaf. 

When the doctor paid his evening visit, it cost him an 
effort to suppress the feeling of mingled sorrow and indig- 
nation excited by the changed aspect of his favorite cut-i 
lagersi. Although still a young man, he had been settled' 
in L. lou^ enough to have attended the death-beds of 
their parents, and to watch their own growth from infan-^J 
cy, Mary's frank character, and her spricrhlly ways^^H 
had often amused him- and tm Helen he looketf as the-^^ 
very biau-ideal of an English villa^t^ maldeu. H^ Ix-^sL 
sccrctl V pJeased himsrlf wUh \W ^^^cfe-aJtiiVA:^ tji^Vtx'wsw*; 
dayn-paying to Richard, m ipaTVW.vi\M^\>t\c. Vatl^.'^^s^J^- 
stowcd on her helpless cMdYvood. W^ vi •*& V^^V"^^^^^ 



M 



L^^ 



310 HELRy PLP.ETW0OD. 

witness great ravages on her i>Ioommg appearance, bot 
the wan 6pecLrti that smiled upon him in all the anre- 
stmined gladpeas of a hcuri-WAnn welcome — could that 
Be Helen Fleetwood ? A bright tire iind a good-siKed 
candle threw their mingled light upon hvr hem anil ema- 
ciattid but still gmceful Bgure ; and the total absence of 

h color from her cheeky when the hectic of pleasure Hided, 
the apparent enlargement of the sparkling eye, and swell 
of the pallid lip, all opened to him at one glance a p 
in her history that showed how nearly the briet 
was ended. 

Near her sat Mary, her pretty wild curls coufined io 
atift'braidj set round the crown of her bead with an 
tempt at smartness. Her long arms buoy and bare, and 
her general air that of" a person who \s conscious of ha" 
ing grt^atly outgrown the expectations of the spectat 
Grownj iudeedj the poor child was^ but more in 
knowledge of evil than either in wisdom or in stat 
She had established the reputation of one who was 
to be put down by ordinary mu^ans ; and this character 
flhe looked very legibly. The doctor thought her more 
painfully changed than Helen. Willy, who had seri- 
ously endeavored to fulfil hia promises to Richard, and 
thereby exposed himself to ridicule and persecution, had 
eifeLtted a sort of compromise with his conscience, opeiH^H 
running in the way of his evil companions, but ^ecre^j^l 
protesting against it. The dyiag admonitioiis of his 
brother had sensibly affected him, and a very marked 
change for the better had followed on his di-pailure ; but 
Mary seemed bent on not allowing him to outrun her in 
the right path, and by exercising the influence that se- 
^_ nioriLy and a dictatorial spirit gave her over himj ^e 
^■.eflectualJy kept hia better feelings in check. This pro* 
^^^ duced a heavy, downcast look, occasionally varied by 
I one of sly inquiry, as to whether he was observed. The 
I poor child was indeed suS'^t:^^ ^ ^l>iu?t\QX^.V\^.^-^^!4c^\^.e.«\ls- 
I pectad ; for ha fondly ioveOi ^\t\vM^T tts^i ^g%^^ IA*^ ^t 
I solemidiy of the pledge he \iaA ^w feT£i\iww "^aA i^^x^^^M 
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conscience much awakened ; yet, lacking coura^t to open 
his niinti to hi^ gratulinother or Helen, he quailed befor 
Marf''s power, aided by ihat of the evil examples ftraund 
ium i and was in the condition of one who, desiring to 
reach a distant object, yet allows himstlf to be pulled 
back by what he had not b^ddnpss to resist. Suclt a 
case is frequently known in the experience of more ma- 
ttired years ; but it occurs among children oflener than 
is auspectt'd, and often ia the tender bud c»f early prorniae 
blightc-d throug;h the neglect of those who leave it ex- 
posed to the rough blast, the nipping frost, or the parch- 
ing ray. 

The doctor took hut a cursory view of poorlittle Willy, 
and withdrew hfs eye, satisfied that he was changed inta 
a sullen, stupid ehild. All his interest became centers 
in Helen, wbos(3 natund ruMic reserve seemed to hav 
given place not to the acquired boldnesa of a town-Jife, 
but to the expansion of n. spirit uhoiit to win^ its way to 
the company of the redeemed in heaven, and to embrace 
IQ one wide grasp the whole church, as well militant as 
triumphant. She answered all itiquiriea a^ to her bodily 
health with a simple assurance that she endured little 
paill) but felt h^^rself, ahe aaid^ meUing away like a snow- 
ball- When asked why she did not discontinue her labor?, 
and devote the liUle time that might remain to prepara- 
tion for the great change, she raised her eyes to the in- 
quirer's face, and meekly asked, * What preparation, 
sir?' 

' Why, it is a solemn thing to he expectinc; a summons 
into the immediate presence of GoJ ; and should not the 
spirit be composedly meditation and prayer into afram^ 
suited for such trauf^itiou ?' 

'I am not enough of a scholer, sir, to answer you 
rightlyt »nd perhaps I am wrong in my notion, loo ; hiit^J 
I do think that all our sulliriency hein* of CWY£^.^^^^^^H 
also h/mi5e/f makes us meet to be ip^Tl^ets fal '^^!&*^l^'^^™5 
aiyce of the saiats in light, we cai\\\^v^ WQ^:>c>Na^ ^^^^'^ 
rab'ou for the chaiigo that Is coming,, >.W't^ Vo>^ ii5s.^*« 
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in such work as he gives xi3 to do, Rven to the J as I 
ment.' 

' But, Helen, is it ni>l right ti>takti a solema review of 
our past livcSf our past sius, oui- many short-comings, 
our unraithluiiiuss to God, our neglected opportunities, 
our abused pnviiefpps, and supplicate a total oblivion of 
thein in the blood that cleapseth from all sing ?' 

^ Doctor, J hambly hope that 1 do so ■ but at the siime 
lime 1 know that iny thiukiut); about my paat sins wilJ not 
h(?lp to wash away their guilt. That is done already 
through faith in the Lord Jtsus ; and when I go to luni 
1 shall be always praising him for doing it, and surlily I 
shall tlien remember how great my sins have been, tliat I 
may the more magnify (he |;;reat love of my Redeemer 
in dying to save me from them ! But should nol ] re- 
deem the time that remains, and do as the Lord baJ^ the 
man do out of wlioui he caj>t the devJla ^ — that is, t 
my friends what great things he has done forme V 

The doctor was puzzl*^d ; he had brought forward so 
of the cominoa-plaL^e diacoui'ae on a subject on which 
Helen was evidently clttirer than himself. Instead of re- 
plying, he abruptly asked, * Would 3''ou like to die in the 
factory, Heien, aurrounded by the profaiie who mock 
your hope ?^ 

* Indeed, sir^ if such were God^'s will I should like it 
exceedingly.' 

* Don't say so, my child ! ' cried the widow anxiously. 
'We know very well, graimy, that though one ftven 

came to them from the <^ead, they would not believe, if 
I their hearts were not softened by the Holy Spirit ; much 
le«s if one only dppurted this life before thenn ; but 
BUch a thing might be blessed to some thoughtless goul^_ 
I by his mercy; and I'm sure 1 don't know what couJd ^^| 
] more delightful in a dying hour than to think so,' ^H 

Here Willy, almost uucoiiBciously, exclaimed j * B1e^^| 
I od Is that servant whom \^a Ijoiii v*W\\ W <iQin.eth shm^ 
I ^d so dotng."* 
k 'Doing what?' asked "JAa-TV \Ti ^ ^Var^ \aTYft. -^^ 
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child blushed, and hung its head, muttering, ' It wiifl^l 
Jem said it.' 

This liule incident was not lost on the doctor ; but he 
only repeated in a low voice, * '* Who, then, is that faith- 
fbl and viise servant?" VVeH, Helen, I confess yon 
have the best of the argument, Htt who with tho lalnut 
given continups lo tradt? and occupy till the Lord comes, 
js the object of that blessing. 1 will not seek to turn you 
from the path of Qsefulness ; for you t-annot spend your 
remnant of strenf^th hotter than in promoLing your Mas- 
ter's cause where, I fear, He is sorely dishonored, Aod^_ 
now, Mary, how ure you occupying p ^^H 

* I mind my work, sir ; I don't feel ahle to preach Kk^^ 
some others ; but I set as good an example as I can.' 

' I ain rejoiced to hear it, my dear ; for, however little 
f^ffect ft ^ood example alone may produce, stilt if you did 
otherwise, you would "incur a terrible condemnation. 
Just before leaving L. I saw my dear cousin, your own 
kind teacher at the Sunday school, who cbar^^ed me with 
many anxious inquiries about you. " I never," she 
said, " took more pains with a child than with little 
Mary Grecn^ and certainly none understood better the in- 
structions sjiyen. She leiarncd a j^reat deal of scripture^ 
and her answering proved that she thoroughly knew her . 
duty to God and to her neighlior, I expect to hear on 
your return that Mary is a great blessing to the poor ig- 
norant children about her. She is not afraid to speak 
her mind, and thatia a great advantage where good treajs- 
are is lodored in the heart, and where there is atjcb verj\ 
great need of ita bcinfi; constantly brought forth. I hop< 
Toy Mary h quite a little missionary, as she often sai* 
ehe should lifee to be, among those who are heathens in 
ignorance and sin." So spoke my excellent cousin ; and 
added that she prayed for you continually, trusting that 
you too Jived in the habits of pra.yet fe ^tsMX^eW^V-f^- 
ovt whinh the intercession of ?r\eTxd& vr&a xvixx. Kta.^ 
then to rejoice her aflectionalc Wm\. "^'S tts\5SOTQ'*^'^ ^ 
these pious hopcs?^ 
27 



-i 




L 



314 HELEN FLEETWOOD. 

Mary^s &CG underwetit maoy changes durltig tl 
searching speech. H<i had struck a. chord lou^ silt 
in her IjosoiBj and one ihat she did not expect MOi 
sound a^ain. All eyt^s were fixed on her : the doctoi 
with a penetrating scrutiny peculiar to his character ; tl 
widow's and Helen's with tender anxiety ; and those 
Kaly and WiUy with mtugled sympathy and curiosity 
She made an attempt to look pertj but wholly failec 
and at last with a half-sob exclaimed, 

* If I have lost all the good 1 oiice got, they naust 
answer for it who brought me hevvy and placed me amot^^^ 
devils.^ ^^t 

* Nay, Maryj the Lord says to the weakest of his ch^^B 
dren, howev^er beset and however perplexed, " My grace 

is sufficient for thee." Can you tell me that you hav^H 
dailyj fervently, believingly, asked that gracc^ and Q4^H 
teceived it ?' ^^ 

Mary's agilaition increased. She said, ' If you want to 
save my soulj take me back to my teacher !' 

' Yoxie teacher, tny poor child, can do tio more than 
lect you to the gi*eat Teacher atxjve, to whom you hai 
already learned the way. There is no need to take ye 
back, to find access to him ; for he dwells no less beneatt 
this roof than in the Sunday school at home. 

He continued to speak in the same strain, Mary noi 
wcepingj now justifying her falling off; but evidentlj 
very much affected by his calm, firm language. 

An interruption occurred by the sud^Jen entrance q£ 
Charles Wright, who, withoutany preface, told the wid< 
that his sister Sarah was very near death, and wanU 
to see her and Helen. Then added, with a Hushed fa 

* She has some fartcy or other, and insists on your brini 
ing a third person, not related to the family* Hud5( 
would do, she says 5 but he lives so far o&V 

The widow looked at her ^est, who instantly sai( 

* As a, znedical man, no les^ Vnaa a& ^ "vs^ewii \. may 
usefii/ ; shall I go V 

Charles cast a rapid gl^TiCe ove^ \vHa, ^^ ^ft\\iSiiS 
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you pleoae, sir ; not that a doctor &an now be of any use » 
but she 13 impationt, poor thing, aod vfc can't deny thii 
request of her <3yiiig breath.' He hurried out, evidently 
m great agitatiort ; and the widow, throwing oq herself 
and Helen the alight additional cohering they potisesstd^ 
led the way towards her daughter's house. 

* 1 wish,' thought the doctor, as he closely foUawe 
them, ' I could change thia luxurious surtoul into a clua 
to throw over the shoulders of that dying girl. Rath 
ought 1 to wish that the mantle of her active zealous 
spirit might descend on me, when she is taken hence, timt 
1 too may be found, like her, Dot only watching but work 
<iig when my Lord cometh.^ 
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CHAPTER XXII. 



CONCLUSION, 



The chamber of death into which our nocturnal visitoi 
entr^red from the dark and dreary street, looked brigl 
Charles had run home, with the wt'lcome inlelligem 
that the witness whojn Sarah had iiisi:sted otisuoiincning 
was a. perfect stranger, and a doctor likewise. Prepara- 
tions were made accordingly, things righted ; and the 
mother ready w ith a burat of suilaldo feeling to welcome 
her own aged parent, whose veiy existence she seemfed 
of late to have foriiot.teii. Thanks for her readj' appear- 
ance, and regrets for calling her out at such an unsuita- 
ble hoUFj were mingled with lamentations about her dying 
child ; hut litlle heed was j^iveii, as the party drew near 
the bed where Sarah's mutdatfd form lay dreadfully con- 
vulsed, her cries tvery now and then ri:iging through the 
room. The doctor threw otY his surtoutj and inwardly 
grieving that Helen should be exposed to so agitating a 
scene, did all in his power to facifilak- the poor i;iri'ar 
co^^ery, from what lie saw was but a lemporary slrugg; 
of departing life. 

The convuliiions ceased ; she asked for drink, and in 
voice of surprising clearness desired her brother to rai; 
and support her. Then looking at the stranger, a^k 
who he was. 

' Our ovra Itind doctor from L. my love,* answered 
widow. * One "who \ias U^Vkiiiii Ms v\\\ m ^\tknf?sSi 
soothed ih<* dying plWow o^ sottw^-^\\J&"0£\t\jV's.'sK\ 
iSo'alioKS of the Goape\ ot CW'^X.'* 
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CONCLUWOM. 

* God reward you for it,' said the dying girl, tuiTiing 
her large eyes full upon him. * Ay, he is going to feward 
you this tninute: listen Lo me, for 1 have inojre wurds to 
apeak thaa breath to utter them with.' 

' Speak gentlyj then, my dear girl, and we wiillisten,' 
replied the doctor : for he was not one of the class, to 
numerous f who would Lid the full heart of the dyiug re 
press its utterance on the score of thereby relaifling it 
pulsation a few seconds longer. 

^ 1 am a factory girl, crippled, and wounded as you see 
to death, thougli not all at once, in the cruel mills ; but 
that would be a small thing tf the poor body alone had 
suffered. My soul was in ignorance and sin when 1 en- 
tered the miUs, and became ten times more sinful while 
thero.' 

* Pm sure,' whimpered Mrs. Wright, ' though we h 
no preochini^ ways among us,' — — '. 

Sarah looked at Charleij, who in a stern, atifled toae, 
aaid^ ' Mother, you know my promise : anybody trying 
to interrupt her shall be put out of the room.' 

*■ 1 left the mills,' pursued Sarah, ' the miserable objecltl 
you see, and drew on a painful existence without the 
knowledge that there was hope for the poor, sinner — nay, 
without knowing that I was sinful, or that God was holy, 
or that heaven had a mansion for the penitent ivretch. 
I haven't strength to tell you what she did for oiy soul,' 
nodding her head towards Helen ; ' my dear ^randmotherj 
and the blessed hoy that's gone, gave me much instruction ; 
Imt it was her conduct, while suffering dreadful, cruel 
things for my sake, that convinced me there waa more 
than words rould tell in the faith they all held, i waa 
led to Christ by it; I was taught to clin^ to h*m through 
et'enj trial, of pwery kind, and 1 have found Him the faith- 
ful and true Witness ihat He says He is. But I have A^^ 
siater ; one who is j^one astray openly :, tltvA ftci vfl>iNvJ)K:^^H 
for she haiet? the Gospel, and WleiMeV_xv V»t ^-i'^ij^H 
peP^ sake ; ant! I have tViis \jxo\.\\ct^ wovj Vv>\Civw^ ^"^JS 
his tmiis—tlm i'indesl friend I \\a.V(; ev<^T ^^'i-^■^ ^^ ^''jS 
37^ J 
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ing to me ; but be hated godliness and I am afraid he 
hates it still ; and he confftderaled with Phtthe to wroQP- 
Helen, wilhout really "wishing hev any harm; but only 
because, as the P^alm says, " the wicked seeth the 
righteous, and seeketh occasion to aiay hiin,"noi because 
of any particular apito against theperaonj hut because he 
can't bear the righteousness,' 

It was ■wonderful how cahnly and firmly she spoke this, 
looltingall the whilti withgreal lendemess in her brotber'a 
face, who return^ her look without a shade of dlgpletL- 
sure. 

* The Lord will visit you, Charles : but whether to 
save or to destroy I cannot tell. You wronged Helen — 
now right her V 

She uttered the last words in a voice, and with 
gesture that bespoke exultation. Charles cleared hi 
throat, and still looking at her, said, ^ I've toJd you uiread 
and I tell again, before these witnesses, 1 had no person 
spite : Phoebe hod plenty, and put me up to it ; and 1 d 
it as much joking as not. We arn't so squeamish in the 
mills as in the country villages ; and if Helen bad lak 
more to our waj^s, she might have got on well enoitf^ 
All I know ia that she never did, nor ever said a sitig: 
thing that anybody could call wrong. She was righ 
eous over-muchj, and that nettled us. She often gai 
me good advice, and I let her, because I wanted to p 
another face on the talking between us. So now 
you satisfied V 

* Is Helen satisfied ?' asked Sarah. 
' Yes — oh, yes ! quite enough has been said about i 

and more than I wished : and hoWj dearest Sarah, cot 
pose yourself.' 

' I am composed, Helen t my mother must speak too, 
and say if she has anything against you,' 

* J have nothing to say,' inuttereil Mrs, Wright, 
' Thcttj sir,' pursued SmrV, XotiYwv^^VvW ti^ctot, ' y 

mil bear wituess thai evei^lVino^ t^« ai\^ia£^^vTi-i^Vvt> 
:PJet^t\i-ctod is confessed to \ie ia\ae\»^ We ^\?«^a 
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0poke it. I know she does cot want thu, for she looks! 
up higher than anything irmn can say or ihiok of her; 
but in case an unkind report ever geU about again, you 
are her witiiess. Psow I iiavt; done wilh this world,' 

She ctosed her eyes ; autl Charles, as he benl over her, 
was heard to whisper, * Nobody ever shall say any ona, 
word against her : she js almost dying, poor thing !' 

tsarah looked round ; ' Helen, come here ; are yotLJ 

' Not exactly that, dear : but 1 have a very short timft! 
to stay behind you ; and I trust wc shall meet in ^loiy.' 

* Yes, in glorj^. I know it well, Helen^ for the Lord 
Jesus is in glory, and he says to us, even to you and nie, 
*' where I am there shall ye be also." 1 never ehcmld 
have known lliatj only for yim coming here ; I was more 
iffHoraul than a beast ; for they know tlie hand that feeds 
theoi, and I did not* iS^ever leave ufi' telling the sinfuij 
children and people in ilie raill^ what you told me. It 
may be forgot or not understood at the time ■ but sorue- 
thing will happen to bring it lo mmd, perhaps when you 
are long dead, and souls will he saved.' 

Helen looked at ihe doctor, who nodded his head in 
acquiescenc^^id then asked Sarah if he should pray 
she gratefully assented, and after a most soUmn anc 
touching; supplieationj niingled with thanksgiving, in hutJ 
of which she audibly joiuod, he told her to run wit' 
patience the very Little that remained of her painful raci 
for thai the prize wiis already within her graap. A fon< 
fareweilj accompanied with fervent thanks, and esprej 
sjous of great joy, was then bustowed by Sarah on thi 
Widow and Helen ; aj^d ihcy left her In the act of once 
more mviting her family to flee for refuge to the hope set 
before tJiem in ihe gospeh 

* This was a striking scene,' remarked the doetor, ' am 
it teaches us a Jesson of submission io niauy Uvl^^^V 
wc consiik'r hai-d. You weTe^ t\o\. YeCv \o ^!^^^'* ^""^^^^ 
chance: ihe practices, unfaW ar^A ti\uy\,\\>'=^'^'*^^*^'^''^^'''^^r^ 

&om vour native hume were ovcT-tu\^6. ^^^ ^otA. V^ 
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joice m having been here, if only for poor Rit^hard'i 
sake,* 

The doctor had resolved in hm own mind to avail him- 
self of this incident, in introducing to one of the Mossrs. 
Z> a repfesentalioQ he proposed making on bt-half of the 
young people employed in their mill. The nest mornino; 
sa.w him at the house where the poor widow had made her 
firstj unsuccoasful attempt. The high respectability uf 
his connexions, some of whom were known to Mr. Z., 
ensured him a polite reception ; and after some general 
conversation, he mtroduced the subject by asking if JVIr, 
Z. recollected the names of Green and Fleetwood, 
laborers in his establishment. Mr, Z. recollected lh< 
well ; but it suited his convenience better to say thai 
names of his work-people were entered in the bool 
kept by his agent ^ and into which he very rarely ht 
occasion to look. 

'They came to yoUj' persisted the doctor, * from my 
district, at L., and brought a recomniendation from my 
neighbor, Mr, Slrattau, to you.' 

* Oh, yes, I remember — a pauper family, sent to relieve 
the pariah of a burden. You did quite right — I believe 
Ferris gave you the first hint, eh P and huiniled koo! 
iugly, 

' I took no part in the proceeding-f sir^ except as regai 
ed a deep interest in the whole family, whom I hal 
known from my first professional outset. In fact, my 
present visit to M. is principally on their account ; 
tuy calling on you entirely so,' 

Mr. Z. could only rej^y by a courteous bow : a g( 
tleman among his ef|ua]s must be the gentleman stil 
The doctor entered ui^on a brief outline of the alory tl 
tc him was so touching and his heater listened wi 
exemplary patience, even to the closing point of the h 
night's adventure. When the doctor pauivt.'d, he spoke. 

' Upon n:>y word, a very \T\\eTtaSKtvw XvVi^t Va'&VjxY'* ^^ 

Almost fit for a book, 1 aru^\^?Lv\.\\fts?KvsiT\'^v'^k^'a-K^^ 

and no doubt j<m. feel muc^ ^vati^^ii vcvNwswL^'&fcXMgB 
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of sucb a vindication to the girl's formpr Deighborhood 
We in large towns are perluijjs sytnewhut lax in mattera 
that an; more strictly regarded i;i ihe country i h'la a pity 
it sht>ii{d be so, but sucli Js the uwiversal exp<'rit:ncii 
Have you seen the lionit of M. — doctor ? Can 1 be of 
iiervice as anexhit)itor P 

* Thank you, Mr. Z., but iTiy tiinp la too limited fi 
sight-seeing, 1 woulO rather engage your benevolent 
feelings on bt.'Kalf ot" my poor friends than tax your 
politoness, or intrude; on your leisure* 

' My feelings, 1 assure you, are greatly interested 
alreiiciy, by your narrsitivt; : but hoirV dops that afl'ect the 
case ? I have no power to act, Wfte it even requisite ; 
and from your statetiient it seents the only wron^ ititiict- 
ed on your protpgs has lieen already rt^dressed, Of 
course it is wholly imposaible thai I should enter into the 
personal bickerings of some hujidreds of people, just be- 
cause it happens to be my money that they receive on a 
Saturday night instead of any othm^ mill-owner's.' 

' CertainlvT that would be scarcely prrnitlcahle ; but in 
a ca^e like this, where an innocent young girl has been 
p*:rsecuted to death^s door, and where the wrong has 
been so publicly indicted, so extrn^ivcly connived at, 
few words of adinonition generally ap(«hed might produc 
an effect salutary to the whole establiahnienLJ 

Mr Z. smiied : ' My gootl sir, v/i^ are poculiarl 
favored ou all sidef? by the gru-tuitoosi counsel of phila 
ihropie. friends, who, without possessing the slighUi 
IcnuwIiHltje of the matter— hasten to onr assistance, eac 
with some infallible piiaacea for evils that exist only 
Ills own ima<;ination and that of hia party. Listen to 
them, anil you will conclude that we kJdniip slray inno 
cents, chaining; them lo our machinery, and com[)uhor 
working them to death :' wherefis the fact is that we ca; 
scarcely iind employment for a moiety of the ji^iplicafil 
thronging our doors ; and of a\\ p,v'\\s. VW ftxi*?. 'Kv^artN- ^^]^' 
etl by our supposerl victims 'is iViSit vA i^^^w^vA 
mo to ask tvouM it suit the NviaWs ol ^3^^^^ V^^^ ^^' 
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322 HELEK fI.E£TWOOD 

thesET Greens, Xo kave their names erased from our boolv 
to-morrow '/' 

* No, for they ate without resource.' 

* There are numerous establishments in the place, aoi 
perhaps in some » lackof practistd hands : but Lhey well 
know that such change would not better thoir coadjtion. 
In fact, since you oblige me to speak plainly, they are a 
particularly troublesome &inily, of whom we should be 
heartily glad to rid ourselves ^ but the knowledge of 
their haviny; little chance of admission eJsewhere, par- 
ticularly since the pubUc disprnot' of a charge unjustly 
brought against ati excellent servaut of mine, induces U9 
out of mere charity to let them continue. Trust me, 
dtjctor, these low-bred people of the working class nre 
abundantly cmnniijg. They make out a plausible story, 
calcidated to move the commiseTation of the upper ran 
but keep back what would neutralize its effects 
are not to judge of the conversation kept up in the m 
by the standard of drawing-room propi-iety ; nor to sa 
pose that what would wound the dt-licacy of a ytm 
Jady causes any trouble to a bobbin-filler-* 

* Granting all ihis^ Mr, Z,, it rema.iiis to prore 
female modesty, where it does unquestionably rxi 
among those who are not gifted with wealth and acco 
plishmentK, is to he left wholly without protection ; fern 
virtue without a. guard where its possesst>r is industrio 
ly disposed to lubor for a subsistence in the service 
Christian masters : that while the body is worn out b 
exhausting employment, the mind must needs be exposi 
lo every contaminating influence, and the heart brok 
by unkindness if the individual dares to remain wl" 
every Englishman must desire his countrywomen to 
chaste and honest.' 

* Ay, there spoke the prejudice thatalwtiys lurks uiji 
these demonstrations* You consider us as pursuing 
course of injustice, and tcw cnm'^Uvxw^ accordingly 

Because a coarse, rude, Tra\^a^i\tT\T^^4.evX ^Q\H\^\^\^sm, 
ie/ongmg to the dregs ot soc\fe^^ ^^oe^TJiV^o^ ^^pXhxx^s^*"- 
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mill^j undergo as marvellous a transformation as th« 
cotton itsf If, and come out a maiiutac lured article pi^e 
p&reii to figare In the high places of the land, we are de- 
nounced as though we had opened iiistitutioas to demoral- 
ize the virtuous, and vuls^arize the refined of our species.' 

The doctor felt provoked, not so much al his oppo- 
nent^fiia^euuity in eluding thf; attack, as at his owu want 
of holdness in taking up the only sure vantage ground ;J 
this he now resolved to do, and spoke out. 

' Wc are talking beside, or rather below the real mark;] 
Whaterer may be the relative duties of man to hia fellow, 
the ceutral point where all meet, and whence 
they all harmoniously diverge, is the mutual duty of eacbil 
to hia God* The master who desires to render to bifi 
servants that which is equal, because he knows that he 
also has a Master i& heaven, will above all things seek to 
prevent the placing of a stumbling-block in the way of 
their souls, while using their bodily faculties for his own 
profit. Now, sir, you cannot deny the plain words of 
Bcriplurc, that " the wicked shall be turnud into hell, 
with all the people that forget God ;" nor do yoU) I pre- 
sumCj in your own family, represent or regard a life of 
debauchery and crimi.' as well- pleasing before God. Even 
w£^rt! all laborer;^ persons of mature age, (his plea would 
hold good : for, of course, you would not keep a footr 
man to attend on your family, whom you knew to be a 
drunkard, a blasphemer, a thief, a profligate : but when 
we consider that the vast majority of those taken into 
your mills are children of tender years, easily iniluei^cet 
and susceptible of lasting impressiona, for evil or for go^dj* 
oh, surely it becomes a solemn question between you and 
that " Master in heaven,'' how you use the great author^ 
ity, the weighty responsibility inseparable from your 
position with regard to these, your fellow immorlals.' 

* I protest, doctor, you are making out a cotaeciMs^ 
between the office of a **cottoTv\oT4>,'*'' as-^oxx tsi^'*^-,'':^^ 
that of a spiritval lord or biaWp, ftiat \ v.t'i^-^ ^x"*^ 
ed of. ^Fhy, according to your vkevf*^N«i^^ctf™»^ *****" 
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regard the mill as a diocese, and preach in it !' He laugk 
edj then proceedt^d with suppressed bitterness. '^ I am 
aware that your iViend Lord Asltlc*y Jabora hard to put 
thi:^ aimply mattf-r m ihi^ pcipifxini^ lij^htofa theological 
question, and therehy nriisle-ads many,' 

* Lord Ashk'y,? replied the doctor, *ia no otherwise 
my friend than hL* has entitled himselFlo the atiectionate 
regard of every one who loves his God and his felU»w- 
creatures, ^eitht'r am 1 a^vare that he has done what 
you say: quite cantrary. Proceeding on Christian pr 
ciples, he has sleailily kept in view the declared ohji 
of his compafisinnate eiibrla — an amelioration of hodily 
snlTering ta the factory ehildiv^n. I, on the ulher band, 
have strenuously avoided that topic, although 1 cuuid jiay 
much, very much, upon it, from actual observation during 
the last few hours in thi*) town, 1 wished to direct yonJr 
attention to Finother point ; and in so doing to gjvo no 
oflence either to your feelin2;s or to my own conscienre/ 

* Believe me, doctor, I highly appreciate your candor! 
our position is by no nieans an enviable one.' 

* 1 admit it ; but 1 think the remedy lies within y 
reach.' 

* So they tell os ; but we take leave to think diffe" 
ently, and to fight our own battle with some hope of ? 
final triumph. Pho ! why every man who has anything 
to do with the working classes kntma their proverbial 
discontent : the more numerous, important and well-paid 
they are, the readier to strike for higher wages, and to 
pull our houses down about our ears.' lie spoke with 
an air that proved how wholly at variance with hU rea\ 
feeling was the moderation he had expressed, and then, 
with cool politeness, asked if hia guest would honor hi 
■with his company at dinner in the evening. The doc 
thanked him, but said his time was fully uccupi? 
and while taking his hat, inquired if any extra indulgence 
was *?ver allowed to s\ic\^ ^s \va.i \oaV iti™ Walih in the 

factoriea. 
* Of couree not. It twowU q^^ii * i<J^^ ^ fe\i^^ 
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posttion, extortion, and wrong, if adopted as a rme ; aril 
if occasionally done, would lurniiiii mailer ai" discontent. 
WtiHe the people choose to woiic, ihey liave their wages 
regularly paid ^ and when they choose to Jcave off^ there 
is &i\ end of our aci^ualntanc^.^ ^B 

* Wf 11, Mr. Z,i 1 have no wish to quarrel with any of ^M 
your pians^ ncr to arraisjn the justice of yotir proceedings* 
To his own Master must each of u3 stnnd or fall, 1 uili 
entertain a hope that on reflection, what I have related 
to yofl may lead to some practical results. Here b ihf. 
case of a familyj an aged widow and orphan children, 
deluded into migration from a safe and peactiul, though 
hutnble home, hy printed representations most grossly 
and palpably false in the sight of those '^^'ho published^H 
them. They settle to work, anxious to procure ait^f 
honest mainlenance, and iind themselves surrounded by ^H 
every dcBcription of evil, without an effort, or tlie sem- 
blance of an effortj on the part of their employers, to 
enforce anything but a rigorous exaction of bodily labor 
from them, and a strict ix'rformance of the contract, s» 
regards their master's interests. They are taxed to the 
utmost of their strength, and so far beyond it as to sap 
the stream of life, dooming the young frame to a prema- 
ttire grave. Severity, in evejy possible shape, is prac- 
tised i and justice, by every available device, frustrated. 
The men to whom you delegate all power in the mills 
may abuae it to any extent ; you will not leave your^^_ 
sphere of refined gratiScation to look into such details i^^ 
and should a complamt reach your ear it is quickiy met^^ 
hy the crafty representations of those who know too well 
how to place your worldly interests in such prominence 
as to eclipse ihe weightier concerns of eternity. Bodies 
are daily perishing : souls continually swelling the multi- 
tude whose hope J9 cut off for ever : and in all this you 
have a responsive part lo bear, whether you believe it 
or no; a part assigned yow of Goi\, V4\tf> V^ ^s^^^^*^^^ 
require an account of such &t<?w?.T^^\\\\fc. \ v^'^-'S ^"'^^'^ 
may conrince you of Ihisj auOt ^■\i\l^b\yVCvn¥.^'^"^'^'^^^^ 
28 




in the bloGtl of tbe cross, so assist you in your future 
toursf, that the great accamit iriay Lio reudtireil at 
witli joy, unJ not with grief.' 

Helen did not die in the mill i Imt her lf\st scizm^s 
took plfice there, and so alarmed her coiiipaniuiis as lo 
give u grrat etfuct to the iew words she was f nublcd Itf 
speak to them beftire bein^ carrit-d home. SJiort, hut 
siivere, werfi her sutFerings \ and in a iV-w days a rough 
shell enclosed her wasted reinaimSj which wcr« laid bu- 
side those of Sarith VVrii^ht. This stroke fell Lou ht'avily 
on the poor widow to be parried ; autl after itiuny fruit- 
less strugglejs sh« was coTiipylk'd to submit \ acct'ptin^r n 
pa.ss back to htir parish, au^i taking up lier abode m iKc 
wyrkhtjusti ot" L. To Uev^ the event Wiis 08ie of litij^i 
mouR'nt, save as it iudictt-d a piinyc^ of whirh sht; ^^(|^H 
kuew the severity, on her Kicharii, Ha had done oJ^H 
utmost tE» avert it, but iu vuip : and to soflon iht' i^lroke 
Mr. Barlow prevailed on the; ^quin^ to tak* Willy j 
his service, as a helper in that de^jarunent where Rich 
"was giving such perfect satisftiction. i[ary was, by 
doctor'ii kind iiiterost, apprenticed out to nil liunible 
hoainess ; where prido had Utile to feed on, aiid passion 
dared not tlamc out. The most disUeasiug part of the 
husinoss was what related to poor littb^ Katy, She 
uo home, no friends but among her own country-peopL 
and with anguish of heart thu widow Green delivt 
her up to the care of one whom she knew to be u bis^ 
ed Uonmnist; and who, by the [triest'a aid, made on 
sort of r.laim that could not he opposed by those who h: 
no means to offer any oilier I'eiiourco. Hud-son promis 
to keep an eye on her» and this was- the only cartl 
solace of tlic friend who had foadly hgped to ace bef 
grow up a second Helen uader her fust^isg care 

It was on a brigWl day m s^rlu^T after laboring toe 
tber in (heir master"' s iparW,^\iaXB;\5c\^^i'4TA\^A\.'^ W 
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themsplves to eat their frugal meal beneath an ash, jui 
putting forth Its tender leaves to the fostering ray. 

*0h,' said the iiUle boy, 'what a thiiukful heart 
oughl to liavc ; being in the dear cuuuliy agiiiiij to s 
the flowers g''^^? ^^^ t^ hear the birds si[vg, antl to ft* 
the firie fresh breeze blowiug upon me ! 1 think, Richard 
1 should be as happy as ever 1 was, if I could only so 
you aa gay and sprightly as you used to be.' 

* 1 can't, Willy : for half af my spiightlinesa was owing 
to the pteasant thoughts I listed to he having about flay 
to come, when you would all be about lue, ami 1 work' 
ing for you all, and helping you to bo indept^iident.* 

; Bat, Richard, is it not bt^tter we should be workin 
for ourselves, as 1 and Mary do^ instead of dependincf o 
you ? Besides, what 1 earn would not keep me by hal 
only for what you do for me, my own kind brother.' 

'True, darling, it is better you should be lahartn 
honestly for yourselves: and I ouglit lo be vt^ry lliiin 

ful that dear Granny i** decently comfortable in , 

where she is; but, Willy, we area broken family, tind 
the best and brightest of us arti no longer on (Mrth. You 
must nut he surpristid if I never ^'et up my spirits a^{ the 
used to be : for my thoughts are far away, In a bett&? 
place than this.' 

' n'is true, Richard, you are changed greatly : I san\ 
tunes fret to see you always so ^ave, but I canU wond 
at it. L wish you would consider what a grual luercy 
b you have gi>t us out of the factories; it would he 
better to beg our bread along these ro&d^ than to earn it 
there.' 

' I believe so, indeed.' 

'Yes: seeing the spring come on makea us fetd 
more than ev^er. I am siire I am ready to cry whrn 
think of tde po«r children in those frightful mills, wh 
don't know what siinshine is like, except that it u*.akM 
the work -rooms hotter, am\ ^VitiNsa \^i*vs\ 'O^^ ^v^.-^^ 
jtf^'j?^ ahotjt, and makes lU*^m \Vm\v \vcr« '\^^.^4^ 
^otild /je tt* ^et a run J rvnd a \Aax,m V\\ei ^.A^^^^i^ 
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the street. -You can'^t think how dreadful it ie: it 
makes us f^el as if we hated everybody and everylhin|, 
and coutd do wickedly lor the tuere pleasure ol' bemg 
wicked. ]f any j^ooJ ibought comt's into tlie mind, il it» 
sure to be driven out by ht'ario^ someihiog very bad ; 
and AS neither God nor nmn seetiiis to care about us, we 
have little care of ofiruding either.' 
' Don*t say we, Willy.' " 

* Nof I was speaking as if I still belfinged to them^ 
reniembmnct! ts so strong on my mind; and I ^m sure 
it was the wickedness of the place, more than tbe wor; 
thai killed Helen.' 

' But the work was enough to do it.' 

* Yes, if she had been a younger girl. I don't know 

if a grown person can stand it better, indeed ; but I a^^ 
sure tbe little ones must be made of iron if they d^^H 
Only think what il is to feel you must go toslci.'ip, out o^^ 
downright fatigiie, and yet you dare not : to see the 
children about you^ moving' thtiir fingers with their tyea 
shut^ dreanning tbey are at work, and the overlooker 
giving the poor things a cut to wake them ; so that the 
tj'ight sets their hearts ^oing like mad, and they feel 
"woiiker and sillier than before. I can't bear to think,* 
added the boy, while tears stole down his cheeks, ' ] can^t 
bear to think that now, whi'^n I am basking in this beauti- 
ful sunshine, leaning on your kind knee^ and having you 
"watch that I don\ even overture myself at any plfr'asanl 
work, my poor little companions are going on, on, on, in 
their weary slavery, the whirligig wheels always whirring, 
and not a pleasant :»ight nor a cheerful sound to make a 
Tariety. Their ban^ feet hot on the boarda, and to be 
pallertng through iho cold mud at uighl lo their close, 
dirty homes, where they won't be let sleep long enough ' 
to get up refreshed for to-morrow'a toihV ^_ 

* It does cheer me, Willy, to think you are out d^| 
ftalL' ™ 

' it ought : and ob^^itW^i,^^ ^wax^^ ^Sf^'S Ssst'CiBfiWi 
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men who are tr^'inn; to make the factoty children less 
miserable 5 and whenever yau speak to the great foiksj 
put in a word ; for 1 can't help thinking God must be 
angry with them while they lake so jnuch care about 
their own little ones, and have no thought, no ieeliug for 
the pcrisbing children af the poor '* 
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"THE LITTLE ENGLISH FACTORY GIRL 

^' 'T was on a winter mraming, 
The weattker was wgi and wild, 
Three hours before the dawning, 
The falhcr fouyed his child: 
Her drtily morsel bxtnsiiig> 
The iferksome room he paced^ 
Ami criedj the byll is ringing, 
My hqiless darling, haste ! 

^' ' Father, I 'm up, but weary : 
I scari:e can reach the door ; 
And long the way aj»d ilreoj-y — 
Oh, cairy me once mora ! 
To help us we've no molher,^ 
And you have no employ ^ 
They killed my Utile hiothcr— 
Like liim TU work and die 1 ' 

" Her wjistcrd form seemed nothing 
The load was at his heart, 
The aufibrer he kept aaolhing, 
Tilil at the mill they part. 
The overlooker met her. 
As to her frame sha crept. 
And with his thon^ ht beat her, 
And cursed her as s}ie wept. 



" Alaa! what hours ct" liorrc^r 
Mode up her laleEit Jti.y, 
lu toil, and pain, and soTfow, 
They slowly passed away I 
It seemedj as she grew we«k«tr, 
The threads they oflenfir broke, 
The rapid wheels ran ({ulck^r, 
And heavier fe^l the stioke. 
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THE LITTLE ENflLCSR FACTORT Gmi*. 

^^ The sun had long deacend^d^ 
But nl^ht brought no repose, 
Her day began and ended 
As cruel tyrants chose. 
At length her little neighbor 
Upr haif-pendy she paiUt 
To take her last hour's iabor, 
■ "Uliiie by her Jrame she laid^ 

•* At last^ the engine ceasing, 

The captives homeiViLrd rushed ; 

She thought, her strengtli increasing* 

'T was hopi; her spiritfl flushed j 

She left, but oil she tarried; 

She fell, and rose no more, 

Till by her comrades t^arfi*?d, 

She reached her falher'a door. 

" At nightj with tortured feeling, 
He watched Ids Epeechlesi* child, 
Whilc^ close beside her kneeling, 
She knew him not, nor smiled ! 
Agoiti the factory's ringing, 
HeT lasT perception tried ^ 
When Irom her straw-bed springing, 
**T ifl timer she goid— ^nd died.*^. 
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